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THE MAKING OF A MODERN STATE
by GEORGE PADMORE

¥ i less than ten years ago that Ethiopia suddenly emerged out of a condition of isolation, Since
I:hth\ her orientation towards modernity and her relationship with the capitalist countries of the West

has been so rapid, that she is today a ﬂll-ﬂtﬂ}g}:d member of the I.uE‘:.lc of Mations, and maintains
emiassies in such important capatals as London, Paris, Rome, Berlin and ‘ashington.

The Emperor Haile Sillasie was the firsc ruler of Ethiopia to leave the mountain fastness of his
country and to tour Europe in 1924, He made such a striking impression upan those with whom he
came in contact, that on the eccasion of his corenation on November 2, 1930, all of the leading ers of
H.HJ'I:IPE and America vied with each other in :h{rwering dﬂd‘l‘llﬂi]‘hmis upon thes last :indf.pcn ent dark-
skinned monarch of Africa.

Today, the eyes of the white world, especially England, France, ltaly and America, are ance more
focussed on this black empire, in consequence oF the recent commercial treaty between Ethiopia and
Japan ; an alliance which might have tremendous and far-reaching importance, nat only for Fthiopia,
bt fior all Black Africa.

That is why European powers with African colonies are all anxiously warching the now developments
between Japan, the most aggressive imperialist state in the world today, and her new African ally.

In passing, it is worth while to note certain similarities between these two countries.

Bath are among the oldest empires in the world, The Japanese elaim that theirs was founded in 66 p.c.
by the first Emperor Jimmu Tenno, and that the dynasty established by him still reigns up to this day.

The Ethiopians, whose history is one ranging over thousands of years, claim a line n&Emﬂcigna dating
back to -hf:m n.c. In this list of over 300 rulers is incheded that celebrated historic character, the Queen
of Sheba, from whose son by Selamen, Menelik [, the present dynasty claims direct descent.

Japan, although an industrialised capitalist country, is still politically dominated by the feudal class
from whom the military caste, the real rulers of Japan, are recruited. Ethiopia, on the other hand, is
essentially a feudal land, ruled over by powerful princes, known as Rases, who, like those of Japan,
form the military casee, the dominant elements in the affairs of the nation. The present rulers of both
countries—the Japanese  Son of Heaven ™ and the Ethiopian " Lion of Judes "'—are more than
ornamental monarchs. They are bath in their respective spheres impostant ages, wielding such
absolute power over their peoples which in Europe it would have been difﬁ:u;r far the Occidental mind
to Ix:nd.:;mnd, wcj:a 1{.: not living in an age of Fascist dictatorshipe. e

“urthermore, the Ethiopians, like the Ja , are a proud and independent le, jeal of their
national freedom and cﬂn‘:cipm of the face Im it it roncarnoneas reonleaalnz o e ElAs
Revolution to defeit the white race at arms—the Abyssinians over Imperial Italy in 1896 ; Japan over
Crarist Russia in 1904,

Last, but not least, the Ethiopians, like the Japanese, knowing that all other colored people are under
the yoke of white imperialist domination, are very suspicious of the white man. This, apart from econ-
omic and political reasons to be discussed later, is'an important psychological factor l'hicrmusl be taken
into consideration in explaining the new castward orientation in the foreign pelicy of Ethiopia towards
Japan. However, before dealing with this aspect of the question, it 15 necessary to give a brief historic
review of Ethiopia, and of the secial and economic forces at work towards the making of a modern state,

L - - - -

With the exception of the little west coast Republic of Liberiz, Ethiopia, or, to give it its more Tas

name, Abyssinia, is the list remaining independent black Seate in Africa. Fven Liberia is economically
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nwr'tgagvnd to the Firestone Rubber Company, thanks to the machinations of Vankee dollar
diplomacy.

Flithiuﬂit lies in the north-castern corner of the Continent, between the Italian celony of Eritrea on
the north, Angla-Egyptian Sudan on the west, Uganda and Kenya on the south, British, French and
Iralian Semaliland on the east. It covers an area of about 356,000 square miles, or more than one and
a half times the size of France. The country is divided into’a number of States, or provinces, the chief
of which are : Gore, 'l_lg':E, Gondar, Donakil and Lastra in the north-east; Amhara, Gogam and Shoa
in the center; Kaffa in the south and Hara in the south-ease.

The geographical location of Ethiopia also plays a very impaortant factor in influencing its forcign
policy. Anyone Fumiliar with Ethiopia and its people knows that although they might find it convenicnt
to participate at Geneva, they will never feel quite at home. They will always have their eyes on their
white neighbours, Great Britain, France and lealy, For they feel that white men who enslave black men
in other parts of Africa cannot ar the same time love black folks in Ethiopia. dAny ple in their
B:xt wnullidll:le equally distrustful. This has already created much friction between Ethiopia, Great

tain and Italy,

The ]mlilinlr structure of Ethiopian society is feudal, Each province is under a Ry, who
holds sovereipnty over minor chiefs within his principality. All the Rases in turn swear fidelity to the
Emperor, whose official title is Kadowawi, i.e. The Power of Trinity, King of Kings.

Ethnologically, Ethiopaa is a land of mixed races, .ﬁ.l:huugh the Elﬁiﬂqu!ns are 3 dark-skinned ppn_plc,
theyaremade up of a number of racial strains—FHamitic, Semitic and Negroid—reflecting social, linguistic
1m.|rretiginu.- differences. According to Diodorus Siculus, *° the Ethiopians conceived themselves 1o be
of greater antiquity than any other nation ; and it is probable that, born under the sun’s bath, its warmth
may have ripened them earlier than ather men. They supposs themselves also to be the inventors of
divine worship, of festivals, of solemn assemblies, and cvery religious practice. They affirm that the
F.g_i'ﬁtims are one of their colonies.”

he total population of Ethiopia is estimated to be between ten and thirteen million, comprisin
Amherics, Gallas, Danakils, Guragues, Somalis, Falushas, Shankallzs and several other smaller ethnic
groups, including several thousand black Jews. There are more than scventy languages spoken through-
out Ethiopia, but Awaric, which has over 250 alphabetical characters, is the official language of the Seate.
The Amberics, who number about 3 million, inkabit the provinces of Amhara, Gogam and Sheo, where
they constitute, politically and socially, the dominant class.
- - - L] -

Ethiopian society, based as it is upon a feudal structure, can roughly be divided inte four main classes :
(1] the nobility, headed by the Emperor, the great feudal princes (Hgms}. military chieftains and ministers
of State; (2] the clergy, adherents of the Coptic faith, the criental branch of the Christian Church, at
the head of which is the Afwme or Archbishop, who until 2 few years ago wase appointed by the
Patriarch of Alexandria ; (7} soldiers and free men ; and (4] slaves .:.nd?urfs_

The i'lulihg dynasty, the Rases and the clergy are exclusively Amherics. They are the only people who
can read and write ; for illiteracy is widespread in Abyssinia. The Ambherics, who were christians at a
time when the so-called Aryans were still savages, can always be distinguished from other Abvssinians
by their distinctive dress, which consists of a ti hl;-ﬁuing tunic with long sleeves and trousers, held tiphe
at the ankles, made out of white cotton or siﬁ: according to the wealth and seation of the individual,
They also wear a long, bread-shouldered mantle held tight at the neck by a lion's mane, The wealthicr
ones sport patent leather shoes and broad fele sun hats, which combine o give them a rather picturesque
appearance.

The poarer Amherics, however, generally go about bare-headed. The love of Eberty 2maong Amherics
in general is so pronounced, that every man, rich or poor, owns a gun, which he struts around with, with
the same seeming pride that 2 Londoner takes in his umbrella,

The other non-Christian Abyssinians, Moslems, Jews and pagans, who inhabit the Northern and
Southern Provinces, wear less clothes than the Amherics and are usually armed with long, home-made
kn.'i\-zﬂ-, !pﬂrﬂ, and other Pr.imiﬁw: WEAPaRS,

Apart from the Abyssinians there are several thousand foreigners, mostly Greeks, Armentans, Arabs
and East Indians, in is Ababa, the capital, where they conduct restaurants, cafis and shops.

Since wealth, position and power are determined by the amount of land and serfs one possesses, the
Church, which has contralled over one-third of the land since the thirteenth century, and the feudal
lords combine to form a mighty bulwark of reaction.
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It s against this formidable opposi-
tign that the H!‘l‘l]}fl‘ﬂ!’.‘ an enlightencd
4 monarch who favours the ]'rrngrul."lw
modernisation of his country, has ta
t'arr;\' an @ .‘-EFI.IFEHE. I.J..I'I.IZ'E‘I!' r:al:l'inn-
aries fear that any change away from
their century-old forms of lfe will de-
|:-|"|~'|: them of their unlimited power.
I'his is a face which critics of Echiopia
must keep in mind. That is why the
task of the Emperor and his handful
of progressive ministers in  Addis
Ababa 15 such a difficult one, We shall
discuss some of these difficulties more
n'ml-.'rerfl:.' elsewhere,

. . .

The Emperor Menelik 11, uncle of
the present ruler, was the first monarch
to attempt reforms. As Ras of the
Province of Shoa he was proclaimed
Emperar of all Ethiopia in 1389,
However, at the beginning of his reign
hig auchority did not extend very far
outside of his capital, for the other
Rases, exch controlling large private
:lrmirs, id very lettle respect to his
writs, His firse I:a:ck: therefore, was to
crush the 1e’|ni.-ind|:f||::n-:'.rnl.'e of these
provincial rulers and to consolidate and
strenpthen the central adminiseration.
T'his was no easy j-oi'r. Bevolt after revols Aared up. But Menehk 'ﬁna|]}' curbed the Rases and united
the various provinces under 3 stromg military dictatorship, presided over by men loyal to him.

He modernised his army, which became an effective weapon, not only in maintaining internal EI-‘J'-'I.'
and order, but such that in 1866, at the head of 1 30,0008 men he vanquished, with a thoroughness
both devastating and complete, the ltalians ar the |:-1t|:Jh- af Ad [

Menelik died in 1913 and was succeeded by his grandson, Lij Yasu, whose reign, however, was
characterised by misrule and chaos. The son of a daughter. of Menclik and Ras Micehl, chief of Wallo-
Crallas, a Mohammedan people, Lij Tasu had scrong Fan-Tslamic tendencies. This led him info constant
conffict with the Amberscs and his osther non-Maesler subjects.,

When the Worbd War broke out, Lij Yasu began to give open political expression to his Mohammedan
sympathics by intriguing with Turkey, Germany and the ** Mad Mullah ™ of the Sudan against Great
Britain, The British fourd 3 more sympathetic ally in the present Emperor, who at that time was known
a3 Rar Tafari, With the aid of the British 2nd the Entente Powers, Tafari mobilised an army among the
Ambherics and declared a revolt against Lij Yasu. A bloody civil war followed which cost aver fifty
thousand lives, The forces of the Emperor and his father were completely vanguished at Segono
in 1916, Lij Yasu was captured and made a state prisoner. Sincc then, he has I=1:|--_{E D'i'i-'hi'.:lﬂﬂ]
atempts o regain his throne; the last effost being in 1632, when he fﬂc-'tFlEd_rm"'l his custodians
and atarted a rebellion in Gaffan acrods the Blue Mile, which, however, was i|_l-i|\'-'k|1_-' crushed h_\' the
Gevernment forces.

After the deposition of Lij Yasu in 1916, Faizers Zandinx, another danghter of Menelik 11, was pro-
chiimed Empress. She was crowned on February 11, 1917, Tafard, as leader of the anti-Yasu movement,
was named Fleir to the Throne and Regent. Eleven vesrs afterwards, on October 7, 1928, he was pro-
clatmed Emperor and Jo'm: Buler with the I':,mprﬂs, Fanditu, and on her death in 1939 crowned sole
ruler of Ethiopia. During the lifetime of the Empress Tafan tried to make innovations, but found little
suppart from his co-ruler, who was strongly under the influence of the reactionary clements, espesially
the clergy and the foreign intriguers at the Roval Court. It was only after her death that the Emperor
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was able to launch far-reaching reforms. 1t was in order to acquaint himself with modern conditions
that he made his European tour in 1924,

Tafari is 2 man of broad vision, an :'ndg!‘s.ligab]e witker, imbued with modern ideas, and with readiness
to learn. Since his return home he has invited a number of foreign advisers and techrical experrs 1o
Addis Ababa to co-pperate with him.

As an agricultural country, Abyssinia is completely dependent upon the outer warld for all manufac-
tured commodities. Outside the eapital, a town of about 100,008 inhabitants, all productive activities
are carried on by medineval methods. What litdle cloth is made is ginned by hand, on home-made looms,
operated with the feet. iﬁxi:ultunl implements are centuries ofd. Roads are mere bridle paths. The
automobile, relephone, radio, electricity and other amenities which we are wont to associate with
musdern life are unknown outside of Addis Ababia. The truth is, Abyssinia today hardly differs from what
it was thousands of years ago—a beautiful, rich plateau, varying in elevation from 5,000 to 10,000 fret,
with gorgeous scenery, fertile valleys, teeming with coffee and other tropical products, and unexploited
mineral resources. In shoct, a veritable Eldorado |

The fundamental question before enlightened Abyssinians is: How can these matural resources be
developed without fooding the country with rapaciows foreign capitalist explodters, and at the same time
safeguarding it national independence?

ﬁth by far more experienced in the intricacies of imperialism and the manipulations of international
finance-capital have mot been able to solve this problem, except Soviet Russia, the only country with a
non-capitalist ceonomic system. Liberia and Haiti, before Ethiopia, also had to face this prablem. The
world knows what has been the result. These Republics, like many others, are "'d‘f' mortgaged to, Wall
Street bankers, and their rulers are mere puppets in the hands of powerful financial fnterests,

With all these factors in mind, the Emperor of Abyssinia is trying to steer his ship of State. The sea
upen which he has embarked is 2 stormy one. Shoals are many and he has few competent navigaters of
bz oven wpon whom to rely. Furthermare, the ubiquitous imperialist sharks, thanks to the world coonemic
CFisid, are more rapacious than ever. Whether lhchlhinPian ship will arsive atits destination safely, only
higtory will tell,

Our task here is to st forth as briefly as possible the main lines of approach which the F.mrerw is
pursuing in effecting 2 change in the industrial and social reorganisation of Ethiopis. The latter is
absalutely dependent upon the farmer. For unless the present feudal economic structure of the country
15 changed, slavery =ngas=er-:m, still widespread, can never be liquidated—the ]_,:-.:.Fuc of Nations'
resolutions notwithstanding, Slavery as a social institution has its roots in the economic structure and
can only be abolished hyﬁun ing the economic system. That is why the Fthiopian experiment is of
such tremendous importance for the thousands of men and women now held in hond

In order better to cope with the problems of reform the whole State apparatus has undesgone drastic
changes within recent years, This is particularly noticeable in the army ; for in a country like Abyasinia,
where the provincial governors to a large cxtent are still semi-independent rulers, with large armed forees
at their disposal, a well-disciplined centralised army, loyal and devoted to the person of the Emperar, is
the anly force capable of guaranteeing peace and order.

The standing army is about 16,000 men, exclusive of the feudal retainers of the various chicfs.
The head of the national army 13 called Fareard, whose function is similar to that of the Minister of War
in other countries. Thereare many fur\eiin military instructers in Abyssinia, most of whom are Belgians.
A Frenchman, however, is in charge of the organisation of the air force,

The civil departments arc headed by a council of twenty-twe ministers. They are supposcd o assist
the Emperor, but many of these people are staunch upholders of the anden régime, and as such not very
enthusiastic about innovations. The Empu\m-i:. however, pradually isolating these peaple, by replacing
them with younger and more loyal men. Among the ministries recently instituted are : Edieation and
Public Health, te which are attached young American Negro specialists,

An anti-slavery department has also been created under the direct supervision of the Emperor, for the
purpose of pradually emancipating the slaves and adjusting them to the new social order under
construction. Already a decree has been passed declaring all children of slive parents freed,

In order to aveid the danger of open revelt and possible overthrow by the reactionary elements—a
danger not to beunderestimated, es iallywhen onerecalls the fateof Amanhullah, King of Afghanistan—
the Emperer is not only adopting the policy of ™ gradualism,” but 2t the same time has sent @ number of
students abroad o be trained at the public expense. Te s to these young men that he looks for future
leadership. Most of them are studying medicine, engineering, scientific agriculeure, economics and
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mi'ihr_\r SClEmce in |"'1'd.|'|.-|.'r:r [!:J].'. EnE]md and the United Seancs. Haile Sillasie realises mi}' ton well
that the future of his country degrends upon the youth,

In the meanwhile, & few concessions have been given 1o forcign capitalists. For example, the Passo,
a French company, is now working platinum mines | while an Iralian company is explaiting patash
deposits in the North-Eastern Province, Three Belgtan companies are cultivating coffee, and a French
syndicate is developing cottan.

The only railway in the country i a line running from the n‘!{!ﬂ':ai. through French Somalitand, 1o
Jibouti, on the Gulf of Aden, Abyssinia's only outlet to the sea. It is owned by the French-Ethiopian
C:ompa.u.}', 11_i1;|,int-gtock company formed in 1896, but the management 1] |.1rg¢l:r in the hands of the
French, This milw::.' 15 already the cause of much jﬂJnusr between Itll:.' and France., It may one day
be anpther ** Chinese-Fastern :Ea:il-.ﬁ:.'," andd the cause of conflict between Abyssinia and these powers,
In the meanwhile, France enjoys a monopaly af Abysainian trade.

The official CUrTEnCY in Ethiopia ia the Maria Theresa dollar, worth about ;4} cents. A Menelik
dollar of the same denomination also circulates in the country. The Bank of Abvsunia, founded in 1903
under the chairmanship of the Governor of the National Bank of Egypt, with a subscribed capital of
§00,000 pounds, and 12 5,000 pounds paid up, has recently been taken over by the Ethiopian Govern-
ment and reorganised. . = = < i

The forcign I;.ﬂit'fr of Ethiopia can be characterieed by two main featurcs: maintaining friendly
relationships with all powers, especially her immediate neighbours, Great Britain, France and [taly, on
the ane hand, while at the same time exploiting the deep-rooted jealousies and economic contradictions
among these imperialist powers.

Space prevents us from poing into this subject in great detail. However, a few recent examples in the
sphere of forcipn relationship will suffice to prove our contention, For instance, ane of the first things
the Emperor did after :'ucn||1'r1'|r||‘5-= control of foreign affairs was to renew the 1906 Treaty which Menelik [1
Bad si\gnn‘l with Great Britain, France an |1:|1..'. According to the terms of this treaty, these
p;ﬂ:\:rs. agreed to respect the soversagnty of Ethiopia and to rnﬁlin from intervention In her internal
affairs.

Anaother convention of the same date provides for the prohibition and regulation of the importation
of arms and ammunition into Ethiopia. This is a very impartane treaty, for hitherto it had becn the palicy
of those powers, interested in keeping Ethioma internally divided, to supply the various Rases and tribal
chiefs with arms, justas is being done in China today among the war lords,

Furthermaore, in order to keep a watchful eve on snternational affairs, especially the Skave Question, which
directly affects his country, the Emperor entered the League of Nations in 1923, Five years later he
fe-catablished di matic 'rc]:l:'nm]'np with the Dlniced SI!.H!, after an 'ml:n.-rrupl:l:-u af tWenty years.
Diplomatic relationship has alse been established and commiercial ties strengthened with most of the
European powers,

A few vears apo the Erhiopians created quite a consternation at Geneva when they accused Great
Britain and Italy of viclating their pledge not to enter into secret agreement to abtain dominating influence
in Abyssinia complementary to cach other. Italy has ambitions for colonial expansion and railroad con-
struction in Morth-Fast Africa, while Great Britain has her eves on the watess ng'lhf Blue Mile, which has
its source in Lake Tesha, in Ethiopia. British cotton prowers in the Sudan and Epvpr would like 1o
control Tesha, for, by damming if, extra water could be available for irrigation purposes.

After this exposure at the |.rz.gur of Nations, the Chancelleries in Rome and London denied the charge,
but it was afterwards revealed that such an agreement did really exist. African suspicion against the
white European ers=—a thing very easily kindled—was running high in Addis Ababa, espn:'i:ll}'
against the British, who were considered the greater intriguers. The Ethiopians broke off relatonship
wirh the British enrineers who were m:'gnl!l-i!ink finr the bus ding of the dam, and madea &h:rp ortentation
in their foreign Fm%n‘f towards the United States,

The Yankees were not slow in welcoming the overtures made to them. The Wall Strect bankers saw
gond business in the project of the dam, and another oppartunity of challenging their British rivals in
Africa. A special Ethsopian mission went to the United Statesin 1928, where Hoover and the paliticians
in Washington were so enthusiastic that shortly afterwards a Minister Plenipotentiary was despatched to
Addis Ababa. His arrival there marked the beginning of American rivalry against the Europeans for
commercial privileres,

This whole series of incidents marked Ethiopaa's first victory in foreigrn affairs. For the time being, the
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secret alliance between Great Britain and lealy for :p&wr\e: of influence 1n Hh}-ss-'ini;\ was allq.mjn:;n..:d, and
the obd imperialist rivals, Great Britain and America, were again at each other's throats,

For some time things looked rather dark for the European powers in Ethiopia, Americans became
the moat p:'.fu]u rur\eignnn in Addis Ababa. Dﬁp;!n all the asiurances of the British thae 1h¢}' never
intended to impair the sovereignty of the country, by guarantecing the Ethiopians special conditions,
such as riparian rights, substantial rents, the building of roads, employment of native labour at high
WAgEs, €0, cic., they were umable to remove the suspicion of the iﬂaci\!—n heritage of Britain's colonial
policy among the darker races. Fimally they had to give up the praject.

In the meanwhile, the J. G. White Enginecring ny of Mew York was able to allay the fears of
the Ethiopians and to complete the preliminary terms Oﬁt contract for building the dam. The British,
suffering a camplete defeat, began to invoke the Anglo-Ethiopian Treaty of 190z, which, they chimed,
provides that their consent is first necessary if the dam is to be constrected. The Ethiopians, hawever,
o not =eem to be muech pcrturh:cl aver the nl|rg¢n.‘| clatms of the Britizh I-'mr'ign Oiffice,

The Italians, realising the blunder which they made by entening into a secret alliance with Grear
Britain, tried to get back into the good graces of Tine ]"Ithh'q;i:l.n-s. They have al'v.'i_}'s been very anxious (o
offect the influence of the French, wha enjoy 2 monopaly in transporting Abyssintan imports and exports
aver the Jibouti-Addis-Ababa railway.

Taking advantage of the coronation of the Emperor of Ethiopin i 1530, Musselini despatched
Prince Umberto, Igc heir to the Italian throne, and his cowsin, the Duke of Abruzzi, to Addis Ababa,
They, however, were not alone. England sent Prince Henry, Duke of Glowcester, third son of King
(George, while those countries which did not have royal emissaries, despatched high Ministers of State
and foreign diplomats as their representatives.

Theeccasion was a real European caravan moving Hast. [t mustcertainly have reminded the Ethiopians
of those bygone days when their ruler, the Queen of Sheba, and her black entourage journcyed to the
Court of Solomon. “The Italians are the only ones who seem to have achieved any tangible results. Know-
ing the love which the Ethiopians have for arms, a fact no doubt emphasised by the memories of Adawa,
the Italian mission brought among other gifts a five-ton tank for the Emperor. This secms to have had
the desired effect ; for by the time the coronation festivities came to o close, they were granted the long-
desired railway concession, .r'l.ﬂ.'arding to the terms of this treaty a line will be constructed from the
north-eastern :I'lmnl'irr of |".rhiv|l]!-'in i the [talian tof Azsah on the Red ."w:,_ where spﬂiql post facilities
will be given to Ethiopa. More impartant :Iilmil be the construction of a line running parallel to the
French line to Addis Ababa. This railway when completed will athy affect the monopoly which the
French nun‘cnju}'lr}'dimﬁing the Ir:lJc af Central and Narthern '.!hinpia over !h: lialian |:'l1:. |-‘|,|ﬂ'h_¢r\-
more, it will apen U new avienues of trade to the [talians in J":I!hinpiz. and !hnrnh}' :!uqun France-1talian
econemic rivalry in this part of Africa.

The latest move of Ethiopia in the sphere of foreign di_|:uluma|.- ¢ 18 the commercial treaty recently
sl-:[:hv.‘d with _I:l|:rln. '!'h-:_l:pan-.—g-: trade r:il:ga[iun which visited Et irﬂﬁa in 1332 has secured a conces-
sson of 1,600,000 acres of land For the purpose of cultivating cotton and seteling emigranes. The climate
of Ethiopia is summtd to be more suitable for Japanese farmers than thae of Manchuria with its rigorous
winters. This whole commercial alliance grows out of the sharpening of the Anglo-Japanese rivalry for
economic domination of the textile markets of the Far East and even Ease and South Africa. The
{:lun:s: capitalists are trying to free themselves from their present dependence upon America and

ritain for their supplies of raw cottor, They hope to do this by developing large-scale cotton plantations

in Ethiopia. It is stated in well-informed quarters that in return for this concession Japan will help in
!hurli:m ramme of industrialising Ethiopia and the rmrgqni-ling' of her military forces.

egapamﬂcprw has given much publicity to the Ethiopian-Japancse alliance, pointing out thar it

15 in the interest of both of these colored nations to establish the closcst ties against white imperialism.

Because of the racial dangers involved, the Eurapean powers in Africa arc watching the situation closely.

It is to be hoped that the Ethiopians have no illusions about the Japanese imperialists, who in their
internal and external policics are quite as ruthiess as the white imperialist nations. The Japanese ruling
class, like all other capitalists, are ro respecters of race, color or creed, although it might suit their present
needs to pose as the ** defenders " and "' champions ™ of the darker races. Their record, however, has
been toa dramatically written in the hiood of millions of Koreans and Chinese for us to have any doubts
abour their true character,

However, judging from the present financial difficultics of Japan—thanks to her military sdventurisis—
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the economic bottom of the Mikado's throne might collapse before General Araki, the present
millitary * dictator,” begins to apply his dectrine of Kama, * the Royal Way,” an the Ethiopians,

All this is to the future | Meanwhile, Ethiopia having definitely turned her back upon the pass, is
gradually reconstructing her nattonal life, in the course of which she will undoubtedly theow much lighe
on her great histary. For alr:—a.dr, Italian :nginz\orﬁ cnga ed in resd b'uild'rng have discovered the site
of King Solomon's mincs which had been lost to the world for over four thousand years.

Semper noti gid ex Africa !
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