How Britain Governs the Blacks
l'n}f GEORGE PADMORE

Secemtary, Imtersationad Tride Uniea Commities of Megro Werkers

ok centuries the ruling class of Brimin, through wars with rival imperialist Jpawers, military
F:gp‘-dirims‘ fraud, corruption and trickery, cglmﬁall}' of British m:r:rmt-c: talists and mis-

siomaries in Africa and Indis, has succeeded in planting the Union Jack in other peoples’ terri-
torics, It i in this way the so-called mighty British Empire has been ca out. )

During these centurics of colontal domination and H_l}l'ni!ﬂﬁnll. the im[ﬂﬁili!!! of Britnin can truly
be said to hawve learnt the art of ** governing.” Their policy is 2 dual one. On the one hand, they main-
tain their domination over the colonial masses th h'deceit, hypocrisy and corruption.. And when these
methods fail, brute force and terrarism, backed up by machine-guns and bumhing«{uhnn, are broughe
inte action in order to maintain the authority and * prestige " :ﬁhzsn white overlords.

Wow let us see how the first method of British domisation is beir:g' :nntr&:nlg‘ :prﬂ;td in various parts
of the Empire.
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How Britain Governs the Blacks

First of all, lec us begin with India, * the Jewel in the British Crown.” In this land of unparalleled
misery and oppression a handful of imperialists have been able to maintain 2 strangle-hold over. three
hundred million people by exploiting religiows differences amony the toiling masses, through organised

oms. When the true history of India comes to be written, the facts will reveal thar the agents of the
E:tgthh Raj have been ws skilful provocateurs as those of Bloody Nicolas 11, Let no one be 2o naive
as o think thae the Britigh are in India for India’s . That is what the missionaries and other middie-
class peaple who masquernde as ™ friends of India ™ would have the world believe, And itis just because
of this kind of humbug that these people must be branded as some of the greatest enemies of the Indian
masses. In this respect the die=hard I|L|:|r_:r imprri:‘l.lints. are far mvore honest than these ecclesiastical and
petty-bourgeois charlatans. Some years ago the late Sir W, Joynson-Hicks, Secretary of State for Home
Affairs, publicly declared :

" e dvd wel comgaer fundia for the beachi of the Tndiaws, Jkware in mluiowary meeeltmgys ir i yaid thar we
.I'Pbg'hw‘m' Fuilra re ralie the level ulll" the Fodimer. Thurs is comi !

" e comguered Jndin ar ax oudiel for the geods of Grear Britain, IFe conguered Tudia br the sward, and by
rhe reverd we shall Rald in.—" Shame 1)

" Call it shame if you like. | am stating facte, | am interested in masstonary work of that kind, but
1 amy mot such a hypocrite a8 to say that we hold India for the benefit of the Indiane. We hold it as the
finest cutlet for British poods in general, and for Lancashire cotton gmd.; in particular.”

And just bocause of ﬁ'lil’-. a3 bong a5 India remains under British domination, so long will we witness
Hindus Aying at Mohammedans' throats, and vice versa. For back of every communal riat in this land
of misery and hunger, stands the agent-provocateur of British Imperialism. Belicve it or not |

A Tage ™ mustsacrs from qu;ruﬁl¢h:{l in the Provds of June 26, 1932, states :

** Italian divers who are employed in the Bay of Biscaya on the salvage of cargo from the 7, which
was sunk some years ago on a voyage from E- l§I1MJ tor Iclia, state that the steamer was loaded with arms
and munitions, a!!hnugl'l the official hills of Ia 'ing and customs decuments show 3 different cargo.

*“The Italian press calls attention to the fact that the Erglish customs issued false documents, and

ints out that, with the sanction of the English authorities, the steamer was carrying arms for the

ndian Moslems for the purpese of proveking religious conflices,”

Referring to the rocent y evenis in Bombay, Shampa writes :

* This episcde throws some light on the eastern policy of England, which sends millions of bullets
and arms to the Indian Moslems, although no trace of such a transaction is to be found in the ship's
documents. 1t is possible that some individuals who thoughe that their secrer was buried at the bottom
of the sea will be very much disconcerted by this compromising discowery.”

What applies to India also occurs in frefomd. Wherever the British imperialists have conquered 2
people of homogeneous racial stock, they have utilised relijgion as the wedge to carry through their palic
of ** divide and rule.” In India it is Flinduiem againse Mohammedanism, and viee versa. In Ireland it
is Protestantism against Catholicism, For rnobody realises more than the hypocritical, ph|m-singi
British capitalists ﬁm truism that ** religion &5 the opium of the people.” And they are out to exploit it
in the fullest measure in maintaining their strangle-hold on the colonies.

Ireland, one of the oldest nations 1n the wosld, has not enly been robbed and plundered for centuries ;
s peasantry garved and driven off the land ; milltons forced to migrate to America : but the British bond-
holders 2rt|; absentee landlords have torn the COUREEY i two, testant Lllster versus the Catholic
South ! During a religious 1:1:-||1.|[n:l: in Dublin in 1932 we witnessed the extent to which religious
fanaticism has driven bleeding Ireland. Irish protestant workers and peasants, misled by British im-

ermalist agents, attacked groups of Irsh catholic workers and peasants, 55mp|}- hecause r._-]igiun has
Eeen. uted 1o p{liil:ln them 2B;ain§-'l. their f-c”nm-e:sp'lni#qd countrymen. Thanks to these artificial barriers
foatered and maintained by an alien conquerar, these arrogant British slave-holders have the impisdence
tor threaten the toiling masses of the Irish Free State to pay them three million pounds annusl tribute,
under the farcical display of indignation that the Irish people are violating ' sacred ™' obligations. Such
hypocritical phrasemongering is enough to turn the stomachs of all decent-minded and frecdom-loving
people.

AFRICa

What applies to India and [reland equally applics to friee. It is quite true that the methods used
by the British exploiters and oppressors in Afvica are wot 5o much based upon religion, but m;;.;.]i.;'-; of
“divide and rule " is the same nevertheless. Let us see how this palicy is ing Izhlg,'lly ap:P]' i

Firse of all comes the much-talked-of Fedireer Rule. In those parts of Africa where the British invaders
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found a feudal economic and social system with a sufficiently developed political arganisation, through
which they could operate—as in Northern Nigeria—they introduced this unique system. Lord Lugard
wis the father of this ingenious form of colonial plunder. The lands were confiscated from the natives
and the chiefs were stripped of all their traditional suthority, and turned into tax-collectors and forced
labour agents, behind whom the Evropean officials have been able, not only to extort tribute from the
workers and the peasants, but to make chattel slaves out of them.

In other colonies, especially in East Africa (Kenya), the same policy has been applicd. The nutives
hawve been deiven away from their best lands, which have been tumed over to white landlords, for the
development of plantations and mining companies with the use of forced labour.

At the present moment the British imperalists are attempting to introduce the same methods into
the Gold Coast. Here we witness some of the most brazen methods utilised by the imperialists to carry
out their aims.

Thanks to the world economic crisiz, the Gold Coast, ke other African colonies, is faced with a
wremendous financial deficit. So in order to find the maoney o maintain the starte a paratus, the late
Governor, Sir Ransford Slater, attempted to introduce direct taxation in the form of Jecmwe Tax. This,
howewer, met with spontaneous mass opposition. The workers and peasants in Cape Coast staged
demonstrations and prntcﬁt:d inst the enactment of the Bill,

Faced with a threatened rn-:!f':nf the great mass of the population, the government made 2 temparary
retreat. Gowernor Slater paid a hasty visit to Nigeria and after a conference with Sir Donald Cameron,
the povernor of that colony, returned to the Gold Coast well armed with the weapon of indirect policy
which I.'ugurﬂ had zaddle lu.'E-Cm NFEtl"it.

Slater held o conference with the native chiefs, and by promising them certain privileges succeeded
in driving 2 wedpe among the Gold Cma:ﬁmpl:. The new scheme is to cnsct the oziginal frcome T
Bilf undEr the title of Nawtve Revense Hill. ThmuEh this vicious picce of legislation, the British
imperialists tell the chiefs that they would be given the right to imlp-use taxation upon the people, and
us reward for this they would gee a certain percentage for their local administration,

Although there is still much opposition against this new mangeuvre, the government has succeeded to
some extent in Splitting :uE the united front which formerly existed among the chiefs, Those of the eastern
peovinces, enamoured of the opportunity of becoming His Majesty’s tax-collectors, are in favourof enforc-
m.gIEI-nc new Bill when it becomes law with the aid of armed police and the West African Frontier Force.

he danger of incressed taxation still menaces the Gold Coast le. The toiling masses must
realize that the irr#u:rialis:s do mot give 2 tinker's damn about individual African * leaders,” no matter
hew big or powerful they may consder themselves, What they are afrid of, however, is the organised
mass action of the workers and peasants. For at heart every tyrant is a coward.

Another methed through which the British rulers in Africa maintain their domination is by utilssing
thie services of the upper stratum of the urban petty bourgecas intellectuals who are still closely connected
with the richer mmmulﬂ'inn—.surh as hig irbd'iloﬂls and chiefs. For example : in Nigeria, Gold Coast
and Sicrra Leone, as well as South Affrica, where the prestige of the chiefs can no longer be utilised to
rab the toiling population, the governments try to alicnate certain sections of the intellectuals from the
broad masses and thereby undermine the nationalist movement and put a brake upon the ever-increasing
anti-imE.crialist strugple for fresdom and self-determination.

This s done in the d|:|nwi|1g WAy The government buys over these intellectuals h}' promisin lhvcrrt_iuﬂ:s
or a career in the colonial service.  Already a number of them, who were at onc time considered opponents
of British imperialism and briefless ** champions ™ of the people, have been won over by the skilful
maneuvring of the white officials and misstonaries—they are now the chief agents of the imperialists.

These native traitors have cither been given decorative seats on legislative councils, petty positions,
such as police magistrates, and other minor state offices, or otherwise decorated with some medal or title,
C.B.E. a Knight L £le. ;

These British imperialists certainly know the art of effectively applying in their colonial policy semi-
feudal decorations and high-saunding titles in corrupting the upper-class and so-called educated Negroes
in Africa.

Wt Ixpies

In the West Indies this method of corruption is even more widespread than in Africa, The Negro
bourgesisic and upper middle-class are the most bribable strata of the anﬁuhlhm. The former, without
any substantial independent economic basis, and the latter, saturated with all the idtﬂh:f}" af :::pﬂnilm
themselves, aspire to serve His Majesty in some form or other from the very day aof their birth, Through-
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aut the West Indies and British Guiana the greavest ambition of average middle-class M i5 to play
the rile of imperialist lackeys and strur about as ™ hoporable * members of h!ndﬂpichﬁ-rr;ishtin or
municipal councils. When they fall shore of this, they make a compromise with some fifth-rate position
'm_!hT state npjul:uml. l'llul hiere again, the British overlords Iu'u”ber.n IMEFI-: rz!grl to an artificial m.utl'llrod
of splitting up the ation and thereby preventing the ¢ sation of an nperows anti-imperial g
un':l:}r:d FN'ET,PTH*PETLQHE through th:r Epu"g[r E.i.;lgm ..'}}:;?:.h'l'hi: 15 u'ﬁln::.lp in the Wﬂlp;:ldiﬂ,
especially in Jamaica;, Barbados and the Windward and Leeward Iskands. Since the majority of the

pulation of these islands are Negroes, the imperialists see to it that the mulattoes are put againse the
E:;L"i::, and vice versa, ‘This is ske l'1|.|!‘l,-' carried out i the fu”nrw:ins' wiLy. The dominant economic and
pul'il!i:ut power 1% vested in the hands of I'::.-.,u'nrmﬂnsl who in turn :Ppuint the mulattoes to positions im-
medzately below them ; and in this way, use the mulattoes as overseers, foremen, supcrintendents, €ic, to
keep the {h]ll.'k masses in subjection. 3o whenever the black workers and nts revolt against oppressive
tazation of other forms of imperialist robbery, they invarnbly find that the ones who are directly applving
the policy which they are in rebellion against are native mukattoes who shelter the real blood-sucker—the
white imperialists. What applies to the State policy I even moare Iy manifested in the commercial
life of the iskands. Itisa wanknawn fact that the majority of banks, shipping companics, wholesale stores,
and commercial houses of the British capitalists ma{l: ita [ldﬁtt: only to employ mulatte men and women
as clerks, and blacks as porrers. The mulattoes, because of their more privil economic positions,
in turn despise the darker skinned Negroes and help their white masters rut 'Im]lj' o -nirlnit them.
This caste system, besides providing a sort of buffer class between the forciEu capitalists and the native
tailing masses, aleo enables the white imperialists to increase their profits at the expense of the mulatioes,
For, tn a number of cases, the black-skin porters and charwomen receive more wages than the light-
skin office workers and salesmen, who are tlattered into the belief that 2 ** white collar job," no matter
how underpaid, is more in keeping with the ™ dignity ™" of the ruling class.

Strovo-Arsmzn Poucy

Hand in kand with their policy of ** divide and ruls,"” the British imperialists foster many illusions
among the Negro colonial masses, which serves as a tremendous bulwark behind which millions and
millioss are deceived as 1o the true mission of these whites in the colonies, In order to put these humbups
awer, the churches, the missionary schools, the boy scouts and girl guides movements, fag-waving cere-
monies, especially Empire Day, are all broughe into full play in the service of British imperialism, For
example, cne of the mest widespread illusions fo be met with in Africs and the West Indics (and we
esume the same thing applies o Indis) s, thar there is no coloor prejudice in England. That the
Inton Jack is the symbal of * justice " and * fair play " for all, whether whiteor black, rich or , highor
low. ‘This kind of bunk is repeated g0 often, that although the Negroes are treated hardby any better than
chattel slaves, or a pariah race, the vast majority of so-called educated Negroes still believein !J]'Iliﬂ NOSENSC.
As we have already stted, the British bourgesssie is shrewd and :llnning. They are not of yesterday.
T|'u::|' aré ane of the u{drst rl.lii:ng classes i1n the wuorld, with centuries of colanml t!]‘nﬂ‘icm!i.‘. Fuﬂhl:ﬂ'lm-l't,
they are past-masters in the art of hypocrisy, 2nd when compared with their American rivals, they can
"“:il? be said to be in a class by themselves. Herein lies the difference : Yankee imperialists will openly
treat coloured people in America, as well a5 in their colonies (Haiti, Hawaiian Islands, Philippincs), as an
*inferiar " race to be exploated w;thuut THErCY. 'I']u'- tFPil:!] .-q.meridi.n. calonial official does pot disdain 1o
wound the sensihilities of the Megro people under the Stars and Stripes by referring to themas ™ nigpers.”
The British imperialists and their :nmzl lackeys do not differ from the Yankees in their mental attitude
towards the darker colonial peoples, but being more cunning and hypocritical, they try o create the
impression that MNegroes and Indians are theoretically the equal of the other es in the Empére,
While an American imperialist will openly refuse to associate with the Negroes of Haiti, or elsewhere,
the Enplish exploiter would shake hands and even dine with some bourgeois Negroes in Jamaica, or
one of the other colonies, who could be used as tools to further the interest of Britsh impermlism. But
you may rest assured that as soon ns the Nepro's back is turned the British * gentleman ™ runs to the
first wash-basin to clean his hands from the ** contamination ™ of a " nigger.’” This, in braef, ¢harac-
terises the difference in outward attitude between these two types of imperialists—British and American.
But because the Negro bourgeeisic and middle-class, belly-crawling, kow-tewing MNegro intellectuals in
Africa and the West Indies have been so saturated with British imperialist mg:él:ndu they are not able
to see through the frawd and deceit of their colonial oppressors. And it ii}i:ﬂ st of this such types
of Megroes can never carry on a real militant ssruggle for the freedom of the black toiling masses.
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These are only some of the many ways through which the rulers of this  mighty ** British Empire are
able to maintain their yoke over hundreds of millions of human beings in the colonies.

It is hardly necessary for us to record the other method which British imperialism utilises when the
so-called peacefu] methods fail to achieve the required pesults. This is too well known. To record the
oocasions on which the strong armed policy of British imperialism has been applied would fill volumes,
It is sufficient to recall the * k and ‘Tan " régime in Ireland ; Aniritsar and the present ceign of terrar
in India ; the incarceration of 31 labour leaders in Meerut peison 5 the yo,000 Indians in His Majesty's
prisons for the ** crime ™ l:lf{:Pl‘m'l:né their right to live as 1 free and independent peaple ; the thousands
of peasants bambed on the North-West Frontier and other parts of lnclli:; the massacre of unarmed
Negro women in Nigeria in 1929 the mass terrorism in South and South-West Africa; the forceful
confiscation of land of thowsands of East African toilers, and their enslavement on European plintations
and mining companies ; the denial of every elementary right of freedom of speech, public assembly,
organisation and press ; the administration of ** justice ™ through Ordinances that cin only be equatled
to the régime of terror which prevailed in'Russia under Tsarism.

These are only a few items in the lise of crimes perpetrated against millions of oppressed and unarmed
iubjtct;:m;ﬂﬁ in the British Empire, on which its defenders and uphobders boast that the sun newer sets,

Iris from this yoke of shavery that hundreds of millions of black, white, yellaw, brown, toiling humanity
are struggling for national freedom and’ social emancipation. This struggle can only be successfully
carried through by cementing the. closest bonds of international solidarity between the teiling masses,
whether Indians, Negroes or whites, in the colonies and the metropolis against the common cnemy—
British L perialism. For us the issue is clear, The Negro masses in Africa and the West Indies can never
free themselves fram their tyrants ﬁnslu-hndad, Victory can ealy be achieved when the warkers of India,
the workers of Ireland, of E::in and other parts of the Empire, realise that theirs is a common strugple
with ours. That the same rulers who oppress them, also oppress us. And that as long as the Briush
imperialists are able to keep our struggles divided from each other, so long will they be able to muaintsin
their domination over all af us. Therebore, let us join hands in the common strugple against the cammag
enemy—Jmperialiim,



	Doc13.pdf
	Doc14.pdf
	Doc15.pdf
	Doc16.pdf
	Doc17.pdf

