Pass Laws in South Africa

by GEORGE PADMORE

HE followin es are taken fram The Life and Strupeler of Negro Toilers, by George Padmore.
I il.;ub!iihtd ¥ the RULL.U. Migazine for the International Trade Unton of Negro Waorkers,
ndnn,, Igj.l:.}l This is a nm!ju!.t and cumpl:le stuch nl'rh:opprmi{m of N:gro workers the
world ever, and is a very exactly documented dnnnun:qmentn¥u|ﬁ!n!i:r metheds in the African colonies
as well a8 in America and the West Indies. Besides being bralliantly written, it is in itself the spokes-
man of & new négime, the Communist Régime, which, unlike the treachery of the Labour or Socialise
parties of different countries, has a definite plan and programme s well 0s the determination to put an
end to the appalling abuses imposed on black and wll-ni:e workers alike. The student, the " interested
reader,”” or he that sympathiscs with the misery of the Negro race, will find partial truth on
codonial * conditions ™ in the writings of diverse ** liberals.” These authors will go as far s sdmiting
that the African native is in a bad way, but they will not advocate any change tﬁ wild free fim; for
them colonisation—and all it comports—must continue at all costs. Thiz work by George Padmore
has shown up once and for all the complete scale of horror of the life of Negroes in the working classes—
armed. repressions, murder of natives, forced lsbour, different forms of slavery (with another name),
the monstrously different wage-scale between white and black, segregation, and other tyrannies enforced
by the capitalist nations. Ep.

Tne Svstem o Pass Laws v Soutn Armica

In order to obtain the money to pay the Head and Polf Tax the blacks are forced to put up with the
inhuman conditions imposed upon them in industry. Furthermore, whenever they attempt to run away
they are immediately arrested by the police and turned over to their employers. This is done under a
system known 18 the Par Lawe, which makes it an offence for a black worker to walk the streets of any
industreal cit{ in South Africa unless he has 2 passport showing that he is in the service of some white
capitalist. Through the tzarist methods of police terrorism, millions of Negro toilers in Ssuth Africa
are enslaved withn their awn country,

The following is a brief summary by Tymzo-5hi, the Bantu writer, on the twelve * badges *" of slavery
which the Negro teilers are compe lﬂftu carry about with them :

1. Jdewtification Pass IfN:l'.IE. Fhis has to be carried by all natives in Matal for identification. It is
a monthly document for which 25, & paid per month,

2. Trovelling Pass. Carried by all male natives wishing to travel ; in the case of rail, a native has to
produce this pass before a ticket is issued to him. Certain ticket-issuers will demand also pall-tax
receipt. Thus the native is often embarrassed and does not know what form of pass is actually required
before he may travel.

« Six Diays Special Pass (Permit to Seck Work), When a native arrives in a town to look for work,
or leaves service, he i given a six days ** special * to seck work, After the expiration of this period and
fiiilure to get a job his ™ special ™ & again cndorsed For another six days. Should he again Fail to obtain
employment, ke is * ordered ™ to another area by the police. The authoritics do not carc how he gets
there. All they care about is that be is to go there or suffer arrest or imprisonment. This & onc of the
crucllest of the laws.

4« Menrhly Pars, This 5 a contract of service to be carricd by all native labourers, for which the
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employer has to ar. month. On this are inscribed the workers' names, fathers’ names, tribe,
chif]ﬁ yﬂ;“ of ﬂf:u. pﬁ; tax—whethes p-?::af not, and seale of wige—whether daily, weekly or
manthly.

5. Dhaily Laborer's Pass, This has to be held by all natives who carry on business. They pay 2a.
per month, but the absurdity of the document is that while a native who carries on such private business
of his own can issue " special passes ™ to other natives, he cannot supply himself with a * special pass "'}
If he desires to go to another arca, or to be ot after o ., he bas to apply to the pass office for his
** special.” Suppose this man is a painter and is called on Saturday afternocn to do an urgent job, he can-
not get away before the pass office opens on the following Monday. By then his job has taken wings!
Suppese his wife to be so unformusate as o give birth to a child after g .M., he cannot leave his home
to call the doctor or the nurse. IF he docs, he will be arrested and convicted, according to law.

6. Day Special Pass. I?.v-::}' native who wishes to visit an arca other than the one in which he resides
has to carry a " special pass " stating how long he will be on such a visit.

7. Nighe Spectal Pazs. A reatfve has to carry this if he wants to be out after 9 r.m. The employer can
régﬁln grant this pags if he likes—as many do—and the worker has cither to go at his own risk or to go
to bed.
fm-s- Tr:E Fags, This applics almost entirely to farm labourers when they leave one farm or districs

another.

9. Lecatfen Fisitars’ Permit Pars, A native who visits any bocation has to get a permit from the location
superintendent. If this official is agminst revolutionary organisations he refuses the permit should the
visator be an organiser or member of such bodies.

10. Lodpers' Permit, Natives are allowed to become residents of municipal locations only if they have
paid from 11, 64, to 22, 6d. per manth (' lodgers’ permit '") for themselves and famibies. All natives over
18 years of age are subject to this mx.

11, Poll Tax Beceipr Pasy. This is procurable on payment of one pound per annum in urban areas and
one pound ten shillings in rural areas, The receape has to be produced on nearly overy occasion when the
other passes must be shown to the rulic-: or other agents of the imperialists.

12. Exemprion Pass. This is the ™ Big Bass " of all passes. It is supposed to exempt the bearer from
native law and all other passes, but it does not . . . wherever the bearer goes he will siill be asked for
his pass like the native who has no such ™ exemption,”

Added to these repressive messures theee are special laws which provide that every native must work
50 days every year free for a European capitalist.

** Justice " in South Africa can only be compared to * Justice " in the Scuthern Statss of the UL5.A.
Negroes are not only economically suppressed, but just because of this their political and social status is
neligible. There is no law in South glllrim which a white man is bound to respect if it applies to the
Negro, If 2 white employer kills one of his Negro slawes all the court asks of him is 3 fine, But if the
sifuation is the reverse then the Negro is made to pay the " full penalty of the law " with his life. Another
mecthod by which Negroes are misused is before the police courts, The magistrate makes: it a special
paint af dngw inflict severe punishment upon the native. For example, just recently a South Alfrican
mapistrate fned o poor native worker fever pomeds fen shillingr, with the alternative of six weeks' hard
labour, simply becawse the man forgot to carry all of the above-described passes with him. In sentencing
the Ne Iiin: mqg’istmtc sand  *° Faw JMIEJIM are fap manbm CAFTY passes, AN these rosener ann’ﬁﬂmﬂ'ﬂ-
pems sjﬁrs are juid fo abirace agtention, Yow dress yourselver ag though youw wers earsing wemiy ponnds a
wmonth and wot teos pownds rew shilfings, Foweper, I wever fail o make men like yow remember occasions swch at
‘HL!I

Exampir of now Pass Laws Oremate

The Sjambak, & Johannesburg weekly, reports the following incident: ** That the monstrous adminis-
tration of the Pass laws will in the end drive all law-abiding matives into the criminal ranks was shown
Iast Friday might at Yeoville, when a most respectable native cook was arrested, manacled to another
affender and hauled off to the police-station, there to pass the night in a verminous, filthy cell . . . for the
crime of being found in the sirees before his master's house, saying goodnight to a brother who had been
spending the evening with him at these premises. This, in the eyes of the law and in the stern view of
constahl I]'Il:;:.||;|3, constituted the crime of h:ing Ut at ni_ght wit L n pass. The Pﬁsn:mtr‘t employers
were at the theatre and only one lady remaining in the house certified to the facts above stated. She offered
to give bail for the cook, w{u had been so unfairly taken at her door ; but no, justice coukd be satisfied but
by the offender being handcuffed and marched a mile to gaol. When he got there with the money to pay
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fior his release, it was found that the sergeant had gone home; and as in the police force nobody less than
a sergeant can apparently be entrusted with the sum of 100, the cook who went to the gate was lockesd
up until next day when the sergeant eame on duty again. What, may we ask, would have happened had
an attorney that nliht Teen arrested for burplary or a doctor for murder ! Would he have joined the cook
upon the inhospitable fioor of the Yeoville Police Station, or would some means have been found to give
himn relief ¥

* This whele scandalous episode throws & vivid light upen the maladministration of the Pass Laws;
and, in a fash, permits us to sec the system in operation. Natives have long complained bitterly of the
way they arc treated by the police. Here the whale stupid thing passes before our ?'es and an unimpeach-

able white witness is able 1o certify to the *stand back
there and shut up you black swine ' attitude of Jacobs, As
for the * offender * hie is an unusually mild-mannered, silent
and well conducted man without o black mark to his name
through long yoars of service in Johannesburg, He was
fully vouched for by the lady of the house and at least could
have been allowed to walk to the police-station beside the
constable. But no, that was not enough, The native on
every occasion must presumably be given a taste of prison
life and taught to hate law and order, turned into a beast
of resentment and fury, like a caged baboon that has been
teased by the dogs and children.

! An ex-magistrate whowas vis-'i!Enl.' the howse inwhich the
above event took place sid : * T am not surprised. 1 can tell
vou of 4 worse epssode that came to my knowledge at Kim-
berley. A coloured woman wis helping her mistress to nurse
a very sick member of the family. They watched in turn over
the dying patient, long spells of duty that wore both out.
Secing that the coloured woman was nearly at the end of
her strength the mistress told her to po outside and geta
breath of fresh air in the strect. A constable hanled her off
to gaol for heing withoue a pass @’

** Iniquities of this kind are simply creating a future load
of mischief for the white people, and those responsible for
: 4 them are not friends of their own race but enemics. The

Natrov pelicemen in South Africa sooner theyare curbed the better, Constable Jacobs deserves
Fiusn by conrtg & = v Eearas afmaierdemmer ™ to be rapped sharply over his thick knuckles.”
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