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Hostility on the doorstep. Libe~ Dem~crat winqowbil1~ ·going ·up . 
eve~where. And Islington Council eleQtions on May 5th. · 4 .... ~~· 

{, .· .. . , . 

Never mind. Islington's Labotir ·council took Tory H~ai.~~ Sec!ietary to 
court over the closure of Barts Hospital Accide'li-t~ .&~i.~~~rgenoy. · : 
Fineburiahs were ~nvi ted to oome to Finsbury libreJry .. :oh Ap.ril 26th . 
and "heaxc about our challenge tc;> . the Health Ministe~'·' · ~rc;:>til local MPs,.. . ·_' 
Chris Smith and Je~emy Corbyn/Sbf · course, to vote Labour on· Ma.y 5th . . ...... . 

Unfortunately, the j·~dges . 'worked at Unusual~ sp~ed • . ~Y. April 25th, all 
the council's challenges .h.ad ·oeen thrown out. Speak.ers at the . mee:tt~s 
did not lack for words, but that was about all. The audience ·gradually 
drifted out. .. . .-. · · 

When the~e . w~re· ~bout 50 ieft; you know who said that it was no
1 

use 
clutching at straws; the C~ty of London may want the ,Barte site, but 
not for treating patients. The only :. language the · gsrve~nment . 
understands is thousands of people out ·on the streets. If p~ople are 
not out on the streets the government thinks they are satisfied. . 
The Labour Party had been entrusted w~th . the peopl.e' s votes at the 
last general election by two to one majorities, 1ihat plans had it 
got to get the people out on the stree:t!s? 

The aboye .points were received in silence. Wendy, of the Save Barts 
Campaien, ~came .in from .. t~e _platform to say tha~ it w~s no use 
calling,_. a·. demonstratipil.if ·only·· 50 - lOO people turned . up. A ·sa.,d · . 
reflec~bj,.~ ·on Labour~ Pa~ty commitment, .. . ~· .. ----~: ... _~·:::· ·· 

~- ~ '·,· 

.CHARACTER.' BUILDING AND 'MEMORY TRAINING . 
---------------~--~~~----... ---------------- > :• 

.. • 'l'i ' '; - ! :. ; 

The Minister . of Sport' has propos:ed that the teaching of five . ':~· 
competitive games .l?e:. mad·e compu1sory in school"a ·, i ·f n'ec·e.ssary after ' .... 
schoo~Jih~urs. ·. ··.: ·. .. - - · · . 

·.~ : • rJ .. .. 

It is not certain tthether a · teacher· is · a professional ~or :ti ·worker. 
A profesaionaJ. is ·erome;t~ime~ .. defined as somebody ·who works until .- the 
job t~i.tfiii~ehed. Employers trade ·on this by piling on the workl·oad • . 

• -~·!. . ., , ·J \~. I ; · . . .• • , 

The National Union.:·of ·· Teachers has · raised the question · of extra pay 
for teaching competitive sp"o'¥t after h.ours. · If ·teachers . are to be 
paid for this they should also be pai~ .. ~or running the chess · club 
or the school orchestra or whatever. · · 
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Fairly obviovsly, children should learn the language(s) ot the 
country, foreign languages, mathematics, science and oth~r useful 
subjects. · · .. · · \ 

Tacked on . to th.ese, though, are character building and memory train
ing subjects of doubtful vaJ.ue. Games, English history, Christian 
religious knowledge, etc. These ,re'flecy the current :prejudices qf 
the educational es~ablishment. They ·d0 ~han~~; thoUgh. Until fifty 
years ~go one would not get into; Ul1i versi ty·' without knowing La;-t n l QJ:' 
Greek. :-~hese languages might avpea! long dead' to. t~e average p~i'son. 
But they had rare .c}).aracter bu1ldibg, memory tra1n1ng ~g logic.~ 
thinking qualities. Classics was .the way into the hisher civil · ' . 
service. And, ~f course; a knowledge · of Latin enabled one to have a 
chat ,with a Roman Ca~holic priest, should occasion ~~is~. 

The strange thing about charaote_i' building and memory training 
subjects is how· soon· the great maj'ority . of stud·ents drop them and 
forget what they have had drilled into them. That ·is, of course, 
unless 'they actually like the subjects or there is some chance of 
using the~ to make money. · · · ·: · · · 

'· . ... 1. • . • 

A parallel exists ·. in the ex-socialist countries of the Soviet Union 
and Eastern Europe. Marxism, of a s·ort,. was dri].led in.to the heads 

'of schoolchildren there morning, noon ~d night. Yet, ·at the end of 
the day. there were precious few Marxists le~t. And .those precious 
few_qwe th~i~ ~arxigmr not ·to their schooli~g, but .t(J thinking. for 
themaelvee. ! ·· · ··.· · · · 

~ . 
·The point is that there is~ tendency among young peQple ' to rebel. 
This tendenqy is soon st$-t;led. But'· befql;'e this, .t;e young person 
has rejeqted much .that :··lie or she has .: beeri told Ullles~_: 1 t is .either 
acceptable ot- ·usetw..· , · · ' ·. . · 1 . '' . . 

1 . 

• t : '~" 'H J .,, :; ~).P ._ 'jC 

Cqmp~s~~n . ~h.oul~ 9~ ·u:s~~ . &J.parin~~,~~ .... , ~~.=tr~~·<~ . ..;-: '!" ·•. 

-~~---:,.,(;i-~ '=' . .., .' 'j 

THE OLD FOLKS AT HOME 
--------~------------

There has recently b_e.en a great deal of fuss because aome ·hoJ;Spi tals · 
do not want ·to treat· old·· pe'ople. It is a· puzzle why .. the fuss should 
arise now. Ever s1Iice the National Health, Serv.ice. staz:ted hoe.pi tale 
have not wanted old people in, they have given them minimal attention 
when they are in, and they have tried to ge;t rid, of. them as soon as 
possible. Of late, though~ they have·· b'een leaning on;. r~lat~v:es, 
totally illegally, telling them to take the old folk out and lo(Jk : .. ~
after them at home or put them ln a private · fe~-ohs.rging' nurstiig home. 

Relatives have .kep,t . their end up by calling ambulances fO.r allegeq. ··: 
acc~dep.ts .. and .. e~~r-geno.ies • . It is now propo.sed· to foil this ~Y · 
attaching trained paramedics to ambulances. Relatives will now have 
to take the old folk along to accident and emergency qepartments, . 
lea~~ ~hem there . and refuse ·to hav~ t~~m ·back . again. · · . : . . . .. 

Thie . se~.riis ·r~t~e; h~~rtless ~. But .·it : i.e the only wa{to ·compei the = :· 

government to meet its obligations to supply what is, . afte~ all, 
supp.ose.d -to be an ·ins'tlred benefit~ · 

~ . . 
...... . ·· . ., ~ . 

- . . :·. . . ·~; . :· ___ _..,...,_ __ 

~YD~a~-~BY-~9~b Ivor will do a 20 minute lead-in to a discussion 
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on "Contemporary Problems: the St;fliin_,,a,ppr·oach::'. :-, ... 
Maximum audience participation irl;,v:tt·ea: · All ... welccim~:r - '-- - · ·· ·- -!.:."' ··---.... ·· . 
2ptn .:.. 5Pm. ~t.: -~~ Kip.gs .9:ro.~s Nei@p~~~r;t;lood pentre, · 5~. Argyle ~-~;reet, 
London WClN. ,. N~ar. ... x~~ •. P!o~,~-; Un~?rground. · · - · · · .,. 
Put the date in your diary noJAT. ·· · ·-.. 

• :' ·. ~ :·T"o 

·. ' 

' . . ... ' ' 
V \ ' . 0 0 0 

~- ;-..· 

Our local Cooperative and Labour Member 6:(\tie 'Europeaii · -pa~lianient,- · 
Stan N·eweri~/was-- att-Marx ,House· on .. Apr;ll. l~~R\;:tcy~~Jilg :tp s_tft, _up . ,-•,· . . 
interest. in _.t_t1e ·c.o-op~ :·,He , g~ye a !~:i,rly gp(l.Q.. ~historical C).dCS'Uilt ;·'of _ ~,~~ --, · 
cooperation ·and ·~·o ·oper~:tives~ - Wher:i· it'· ~~me-<t?J ·~oday~· hqwey~r, all-~h~ ~~, ·.~ ,.
could do was urge people to keep the faith in an .. app_are;g.~ly · hop~·ess :~- ~~- : 
situation •. Perhaps the younger generation might succeed' ioih.ere we ·· · · 
had not. ·· · .L. ~J:. · :·. · .. ,! " 

•J, ...... ·,'. • . 1"j • • : ~ : - - .:. • ... 

Cooperati"ves began .. br m·~mbers · buying goods coll.ect.ive~y: and- selling · · 
them to t}1teir members. The dif;f'erence betweeJ;t; the_ s·~ll~ng price and " ·.r .. 
the c~st price, less expenses, was recorded and paid as · a flat". rate 
dividend .tl} each individual member, prop_ortiop.al to how much he _ or 
she had spent in total over a period. This was a:r: effortless method 
of saving. Candidates for the board of a cooperative f:!OCi~:ty had to 
have spent a prescribed minimum. ' · · · 

: •.··) 

o'r'ig,i~~:{y' dividends wer~ '_high. A Durham 'mine~s I ccr:.op at ·the . . . 
beginn-ing of the century used to sell the goods off . the bac'lt o.f. .. ·a . 
lorry. :It paid 4/6 . (.22Jp) in the £to . members. Within living memory, . 
dividen,ds were as high as 2/- (l~p) iri the£. Thirty-years a,go, London 
Cooperative ~ociety's divi went down to 4d (1ltp) · in -the£.-.. Any -. 
sav:ing .. trom· shopping_ at t~e Co-op is now negligible. · · 

Working class ·~eople ·~~e not.'going ··ta ' bot;her· ~.but nf3gligible sa:vi;ng~,~ 
evE;~n~.l.:t:· the·( do~op . b.as~~ .~:-P!qg~es~;d.ve:-~i~tory - ~s long:;as:· yot;ri arm • . ~:· · 0,} 
Or even if it provides· ·free packets · of,< te·a, Jelly and cust~rd · powder . 
for those attending the quarterly meetine;s. , . · 

As member participation was reduced .. to.'· negligible propor.tlions, and 
the boards were elected by handful's;" cf ' people, Co-op manage'trient: ': rullV:·: .-:· 
longer needed to listen to what the members .or the boards had to·· · say~-..: --~ 
It became a . law unto:.'itsclf. Sometifues this w:as .s.uccessful . . 1M:oll-$r .. 
often it '·was'.- ri'ot•. CoWop· stores be.came qui~t -,~OClJ1Y places. Many ·:were- 
clrsed down. Others found that the . best way to avoid, ·al:ienating 'the i :l · 
public was by dumping the Co-op logo. Quarterly meeting places i ··· · . ! 

became less in number. 

However, the Co-ops still did, and do, hav-e· a certain , -~mo\Ult ,o.f ;,~~1-.zXe,Y . = 

avail;3.ble f _pr· board ·. ~~xp~j:'lses . aiJ,d. pol,i tical a'nit edu-cati~ohaJ.> cointtilt.t .ee"::. 
pur-po~:e!3~.\; :T:Ai.s . was -:~·ell :~~?·rth ~g_uab.bli!iK _o~_r 'hetwe"en rvarious . ~; · :. · 
pol1 i;J.~~~!g:-o\lp~ •. Ar c .e!.~~l:l tJ_ny amount of intere·s:t_ ·tn:th~ ,Co:-op , . L, .; _ 
has be~n :J:na;~.;nta1n.ed to t:P,l.~ day. " '. ·· · · · , : - . . :· ;., 3 

:I·:; ~. :~t'':· ... · ... ,_ "r-.. ·:,: . , . . - . r . . . . : • .f . . . . , . . ,. ~ . . ·. . . .. 

It appe:a,¥6 that .. t!f~ Co..:.qp Pa.~t'y . is n~w. going.-~~0:-~ aoSO'rb the Co-op 
poli tiqa,J;_ .~committee money ·and resourCes • . The Co...;;6p':Party is · ·i'' . . 

indist±'rl:·guisnable. .from the ~~bo-qr _Party, except that it is. · smaJ,l er 
and '-·rather more ,dtffic~ ~ t.o. join.,. · · ·· ., 

- f.:)·· :'1. 0r•.. ; · . . . . . . · · · . · .f .. 
C~rta±n · peopl~ . at : S:9 ~in , Ne~ens' ,ID.eetil";g . dz:ew paralle:J;:s . . between,.what . 
has happened 1n the Co-op and what has happened'." in tl').e.JeX-SQ9ialist .. 
countries. They are not far wrong at .. that. ' . , 

l .· _:,!; • 
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Reade·rs will have · di'vined· that we maintaln that a very substantial 
portion of the living standards' of the British peeyle depends' on 
looting the Third World; 

The ruling class will not, howev'er, "permit the system to slither into 
decay. Everything will be patched up 1until it can be pat.ched up no 
more. Things may even get better bef6re they, suddenly, get m~9h . 
worse. J'he .loot could be drying tip by then as well. 

' 

Hence our emphasis on the productive working class, an emphasis 
whi,c~ _ some middle _ cla~s comrade~ do no'\1 like. For years, people 
fro~ 1;h_e, middle t;Uld upper classes have ·told the werking class what ·· 
to do~: No class gives . ~P powe:r · voluntarily.· .. · · · · .. 

. • . o: • ., ; f • • 0 • • I 

Gih ~iJE · MONEY BACK , 
--~~~~-~-----------

: • • , ~0 

--~--'-'--------~ 
' .. 

. ·. ..~ ' . 

... , . . . . 

0 .. :. "·J. 1.~·--· ·.~ , I • 

. ."'! ...... • I'V: ~-

f . • • ~· 

As privatisation Qf-.coal and .Fail ·~.!!~rs i.ts _ugly head., :the -question 
arises of what.-.-sh!'uld. be done .. with t}?.~ two bloated pens. ion · fuilds .. : ·< 

• • • • 0 ' . ..._ .,. , , ... ~ !: r .. ~ • ... o . 

It' is agreed: tha·t the coal -and rail industries are bbth und·~-;f~ .. 
capi tal.is~d. Yet here .. are these; vast funds which were built ·up out 
of the contributions of minersj railwaymen and their employers at 
the expense of th~ industries. They should both be made available 
for :·:capital irivestment r :in· coal .. and rail. They could pay for a . 
coal marketing · scheme,; coal deeulphuring plants and the Channel 
1.'unnel rail link · and still have plerity left t.,_ .pay tne .pensioners. 

. . 
MQP-~N~-~~§ · , ; ~ .. 

• • 0 • 

"ThEi guici'elines .·section (.ntitle.d WHO CAN .ATTEND THE TUC . BLACK· 
WORKERS CONFERENCE, ··said ~that delegates can be either black or 
white" : (Morning Star, April. 16th 1994). 

NEWS ·:PROM THE I .SLE OF DOGS -------.... --·------~--·~------.~ 
A British nationalist councillor was elected in 1993 in Millwa;Ll, 
Isle of Dogs. As council election day on May 5th approaches local· 
residents are getting lo-r.ds of reading material. The Ariti-Racist 
Alliance is busy. Socialist Workers Party branches are spending 
half their time ·working f~r Labour in their own n~ighbourhoods, and 
half working for. Labour on the +.~le of Dogs, telling people not .to 
vote "nazi"., . . 
The BNP election address goes on abou~ ''Bri tisl:l values" wh~tever . 
that may mean. It is rather cunningly worded. For example, "We have 
all seen the -spate of increasir;~.g crime, drug dealing, and anti
social.i~ h.ehaviour i-n areas l i~EL:lhe East End. Complaints are often 
described as 'racism"'. · .:u~ · -. ·-·--- . .. ::-:: -· 
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