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a new situation

cimelging

by JON ROTHSCHILD _,

Egyption officials estimated the crowd that greeted Richard
Mixon when he arrived in Cairo June 12 of 2 million. The
Sadat government had owerlocked no step fo ensure that the
U.5. president, while be might hove fo restrict his Americon
appearances to selected audiences of used car solesmen ond
other cockroach copitalists, would be proparly received in
the Egyptien copital. Workers were given Hme off ot full pay
to line the streets of Mixon's motoreade, schoals were closed,
and the mass media urped the whole populatien of Coiro to
come ouf to greet Mhe “mon of peoce,
ago waos supplying the lsraeli militory with the equipment it
nesded to defend the goins of its June 1947 aggression. Bon-
rers in English were even hung up. "Long live Mixon, the
man of peace ! ™ "We hove confidence in Mixon!" and "God
loves Mixen!"™ were among the most popular, the lost one
cesting alloh into gn ever more exelusive caregory.

who only eight manths

But in spite of the corefully orehestrated choracter of the wel-
come, and in ipite of the undeniable fact that Mixon tried to
usa the pomp and public relations of his Argb East teur to bel-
ster hic increasingly precarious position in the United States,
the size of the crowds, the lengths to which the Egyptian end
Syrian regimes went to please their guest, and the ogreements
and stotemeants signed in Coiro, Jidda, Damascus, Jerusalem,
and Amman sl point fo efements of o new palitical situotion
in the Arak Ecst. In fact, it:is likely thet thi new situation
will mean changes In the alignment of forces in the Ecst that
will be Just os grect as thaze engendered by the lwoeli victor
of 19467 . The precise effects of all the Factors invelved i
new $ituation moy not be fully clear for some fime. But o few
of the chief elements can already be skeiched out: o change
in the relationship of forces between the lsmaeli ond Arab re-
gimes; o change in the relatiomship of forees between the
lsroeli regime and U.S. impericlism; an increase, even if
temparary, in the prestige of the Egyptian and Syrion govern—
ments: a decline in the Kremlin's influence in the region; o
new penetration of the region by U.5. capital and o conse-
quent increase in the polifical influence of Washington at the
expensa nof ::l:r||}-' of Moscow but of UL 5. imperial'lsm'r. Euro—
pean competitors of well.
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All these foctors will in furn leod ro important chonges in the
internal conditions of most of the states of the region. The
aftermath of the lsraeli aggression of 1967 sow the rise of the
Palestinion resistonce movement, which become a determining
factor in the political life of the Arab East. And.in turn, the
way in which the Palestinian movement responds to the after-
math of the October War will hove a significant effect on the
future political evalution of the Arab East. The Palestinien
response, becouse of ifs impertance ond complexity, deserves
to be treated separately. But that response cannct be properly

urderstood without an exomination of the abjective situation
within which the Palestinian movement -— and the revolution=
ary movement in the whole Arab East as well == will hove to
function.

The October War and the

peaceful solution

|n-early 1970, Gamal Abdel Messer, then Egyplion heod of
stete, lounched o “war of atfrition” agaimt the |sroeli forces
camped an the emtern bank of the Suez Canal; His aim was
nal o drive the cccupiers off the Sinoi peninsula, but to put
sufficient pressure on the Zionist state to compel| it fo moke
concsssions that could allow Caire to opan negotiations with
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a possibility of achieving a portial lsraeli withdrawal. War of
attrition it the warst kind of bottle for the Isroeli stote to fight.
It offers no oppertunities for the decisive lightning break-
throughs in which the Zienist command exeels. It costs mon=
ey, as eguipment is used wp without preducing any compen—
satory military or political gains. And it costs cosualties,
which are immedicfely felt in o country with a population of
less than 3 million.

The lsraeli regime responded to Mamser's war of aktrition by
carrying cut deep=penetration oir raids on the Nile Valley,
hitting, opart from military targets, factories ond workers
neighborhosds. Thase roids on civilien targefs, combined
with the simultonecus rise of the Palestinian resistapce mave-
ment, which had taken its ploce a3 the second-most active
sector of the colonie! revalution (affer Vietnam), and the in-
crease in lsroeli ferrarism against the occupied Arab popula-
tans, began to erode the international suppert that the Zion-
jat state hod until then been able to count en. At the same
time, the Egyption government purchosed edvenced enfi-gir-
craft missiles from the Soviet Union, ond thot made the lsroeli
raids: increasingly eostly.

As the war of attrition dragged on, the Americen ruling closs
devised a “"peoce plan” for the Arab Eest. Mamed after Wil-
licm Rogers, then the U.5. secretary of state, if entoiled o
cease—fire betwean the Arab regimes and |sroel ond the open-
ing of necatictions aimed at orranging on lseeeli withdrowa|
From same of the Arab territories cccupied since June 1967

in axchange for Arob recognition of the legitimacy of the
Fionist state, A subordinate, ‘and nof always openly articu-
lated, aspect of the Rogers Plan held out the possibility of
the establishmant of a rump Palestinian stofe in fhe West Bank
of the Jordan River ofter the lsroeli withdrawal.

The Messer gavermment accepted the Ragers Plan in principle
ond the wer of otfrition wos ended. Sections of the lsraeli
ruling class; concerned cbout the growth of the Palestinion
movament, were likewise inclined fo accept it, seeing it os

a way of exchanging small parcels of territory for lang-term
irsurance ogainst the rising threat to Zionism represented by
the Arob revolution and it most active companent, the Pal-
estinien movement. But the overwhalming majority of the
leadership of the Palestinion resistance rejected the plan as
an attempt to liquidaie the Palestinian couse. The Polestinian
rejection of the Rogers Plan, combined with the revelutionory
threat the fedayeen represented in Jordan, resulted in King
Hussein's lounching o war of annihilation ogainst the Pales-
tinian mevement in September 1970. Hussein's victory in the
civil war should have allowed for implementation of the"peace-
ful solution” fo the Arch-lsraeli conflict, according to the
caolculotions of U.5. imperialism and the Arob regimes.

But jronically, Hussein's very success doomed the Rogers Plan.
With the power of the Palestinion movement thoroughly broken,
the lsreeli rulers saw no reoson to concede terrifory. Tel Aviv's
position consequently hardened. Further, the Palestinion de-
fect triggered a general shift to the right in the polifics of the
Arab region. With lsreeli power seemingly absalute, with the
war of attrition ended, and with the decline of the Palestinion
movement, U.5. imperialism saw no reason for dissatisfection
with the status quo, especially os it was precccupied with the
deteriorating situation in Indochina. So the Bagers Plan was
shelved. Washingten mede no effort to impase —- or even pro—
pose -- o “"peoceful solution. "

Throughout 1971, 1972, and most of 1973, then, the Arob
regimes were rapped in o situation of “no wer, no peoce "
The military power of Egypt and Syria was belstered by the
latest in Soviet weaponry, but neither Cairo nor Domascus
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hod sufficient strength, or for that matter desire, & alesof
to dislodge the Israell cccupation froops by force. Conser—
rently, the mess movement in Egypt begen fo rise. In 1592
and 1773 studenk shrikes and demanstrations in Cairoond Al-
exandrio led to big cleshes with the palice. In Helwon, cen-
ter of the Egvption fextile industry, there were strikes in both
the public and private sectors. Vonguard elements in the
Egyptian trade-union movement were beginning to forge links
with the radical students, some of whom were developing
critiques of the politics and ideology of Mosserizm. The Egyp=-
tian economy, like the economies of most underdeveloped
capitalist countries, waos especially suffering the eHects of
the intermational crisis of the capitalist economy. The Arob
masses were demanding that "their" governments toke sheps
to liquidate the fruits of the 1967 laraeli aggression. Sodat's
prastige in the Arab world had sunk so low that his nome wos
[fttle more thon a joke from the MNile Volley o the Arob-
Persien Gulf. A new idiom woas coming into vogue in the
Arobic lenguage: When someons mede o statement others
considered absurd exaggerotion or stupid bombast he would
be answered with the question, Who do vou think you are,
Amwar el=3adat?

Under such conditions, no Arab regime could simply give up
and directly accept o copitulatory seftlement with Tel Aviv,
The Sedat regime mode every effort to hold out concessions
to U_5. imperialism in order to induce it to put some pressure
ar the lsroeli stote, the most dramatic exomple being the ax-
pirlsfon in the summer of 1972 of the Soviet military techni-
ciarns working in Egypt. But nething worked . By the gutumn
of 1973, the Sadct government was in danger of imminen!
collapse, ot even sections of the armed forces began 1o turn
agoinst the regime.

With the parspective of launching a "war of liberation” ruled
out by the very nature of the Egyption and Syrion regimes,
and with avert acceptance of |sroeli demands for open capitu-
lation excluded by the probobilitye of o revolutionary mass
reaction, the "pegceful solution,” like the Sadat regime it1=
salf, seemed of an imposse.

The October War wos lounched to resolve thet dilemma. |1
wos o war aimed of “peace, " a military ocficn designed to
provoke diplomatic activity that less drostic actien hod failed
to produce. The gool of the Egyptien and Syrion governments
was to conalize the rise of populor discontent and af the same
tirme force UL 5. imperialism ta intervene in the conflict fo
pressure Tel Aviv ro abandon it ultra-arregent attitude, fo
settle the contentious “Polestinian problem, " and to direct
massive ecanemic aid to the faltering economies of the non-
eil-praducing Arab states.

And the war's results

Militarily, the Qcrober Wer was a defeat for the Arab re-
gimes. The lsraell army advanced further fnfo Syria. On the
Egyption frent, while Egyption troops were able to refake
some territory east of the Suez Canal, the lsraeli breakthrough
in the centrol sector of the conal and the enclave created on
the western bank effectively surrounded the Egyption Il Corps
an the southern sector of the eocsters bonk. Hod the cease—
fire not gone inte effect, 1t is probable that the HI Comps
waould have been annihilated, a preparatory step for the Zion-
ist commard furning its atfention to the 1l Corps on the north=
em sector of the conal.

But the purely military sihuotion must be viewed in the pelit-
ical context of the needs of the Zionist state. Since ifs foun—
dation in 1948, thot state has been able to deternine the
military course of events in the region with virtvally complete



freedom. It hes been able fo decide what territory o foke
and when; it has been able to sirike with impunity at any part
of the eastern Arab world . Continual demonstration of that
power hos been — and will continue fo be — a comentone
of Zionist policy. 5o the focts that the Arob ormies mode
some gains at the beginning of the war, that at the war's
conclusion some of those gains stifl remained intoct on the
Egyptian front, and that the Syrian ermy (hitherto considered
the weakest Arab army by the Zionist command] was able fo
waga a war of attrition far several months after the October
cease-fire modified the relationship of forces batween the
Isroeli stote and the Arab regimes. There con be no doubt
that Tel Aviv's inability to decisively crush the Syrien and
Egyption armiss as it did in 1947 i3 one of the factors that
has allowed implementation of the "peoceful solution” to be
placed on the order of the doy.

At the some time, the war shifted the reloriorship of forces
between Tel Aviv and Washington in fovor of the [etter, Here
again, the chonge must be viewed in the context of the needs
aof Zionist policy. While it is true that the lsroeli rzgime has
always been o subordinate ally of Washington, it is importan!
nat to asimilote the position of the Zionist regime to that of
o U.5. puppet like the Saigon government. The lsraeli ruling
class has o genuine sociol base . It i supported by the vast
majerity of the |ssoeli-Jewish population, which is; in lorge
part, proletarian incomposition. 5 the interests of the ls-
roeli ruling cless, while they generally dovetail those of LLS.
imperialism, are not identical to them.

In the past == especially since 1967 -= the lsraeli government
hos been able to deal with Washingten from a position of
strength. U.5. imperialism simply had no other option thon

te malntain the lzroeli stote ax the only feasible counterreva-
lustionary cop in the region. The entire ruling class in the
Linited States, even thot section of it whose major ecenomic
interests lie in the Arcb world, hos been unenimous in its un-
conditional support fo the lsroeli military mochine. This hes
meant that Weshington has hod little leverage ageinst the Is-
raeli govemment whenever conflicts of interest have arisen.
U.5, jmperialism's only sericus source of pressure — denying
aid or arms to Tel Aviv — would hove been os domaging to
Washington's inferests as to Tel Aviv's. That sifliotian hoes now
been partially medified by the October War. [t is chsalutely
clesr, for example, that the lsraeli regime did not want o
accept the cease=fire thot prevented it feom pursuing its of-
fensive an the Egyption front fo the bitter end. |t broke the
cease=-fire once to complete its encirclement of the Egyption
Il Corps. It would have liked to break it o second Hme to
annihilate the 111 Corps. But, as Mashe Dayan rether mefully
akserved, it is not eosy to goe against the wishes of o country
that is supplying you in the morming with the ammunition you
have to use that afterncon. While, o3 we shall see, U.5. im—
perialism hes in ne way changed its commitment fo preserve
the Zionist siate ond to equip it with an armed force that can
be used successful ly against the Arob revolution, itis never-
theless true that Washington is now in o much stronger pesition
than it was before the October War to impose its demands on
the lsroeli rulers.

These two foctors == Washington's sirengthened ocicendancy
over Tel Aviv and the shift in the relationship of forces be-
tween lsrael ond the Ardb states —— have enabled the Egyptian
ond Syrian governments to engage in @ formidoble campaign
of mystification gimed at portraying the sequels to the Octo-
ber War as steps toward the liberation of Palestine and Sodat
o= o modern-day Saladin embodying the hopes of the whaole
Arab nation. One aspect of that mystification has been the
spreading of the nation that the Americon government has in
some way altered its commitment to the Zionist state, that it

Sadot and Arafat of Fateh. How will Palestinians react?

is now interested in freely daling owt economic assistance to
the Arob peoples, The temporery fncrease in Sodat's prestige
has enabled him fo complete his furn te U.5. imperialism
under the pretexr that he is not selling out the espimtions of
the Arab masses but on the contrary is helping to Fulfill them,

All this represents the bockground to Mixen's four of the Arob
East. The wormth with which he wos received reflechs the
present confloence of Tnterast between L5, imperialism and
the Argb ruling closses .

Washingtor's new offensive

The central ohjective of the 1.5, ruling clos in the "peoce
process” now under way in the Arab Eost s to recover the
ground it lost in the region during the lote 1960: and early
1570 and to extend its influence in the amea, solidifying that
influence by estoblishing bonds of economic end political de-
pendence batwesn the Arab states and Washington. This in-
valves reducing Soviet power and influence ond strengthening
its hold on the oil-producing states, notobly Saudi Arabia,

in arder to make economic gains af the experse of Eurcpean
imperiglism. The cosfs of this American operation will be
borne not by the U, 5. copitalist closs but by its lsroeli for-
tress. |n exchonge for the exponsion of American economic
and political influence, the Zicnist state will have ta make
certain territerial concessions.

In the June 12 jssue of the Paris daily Le Mande, Eric Rou=
legu summarized some of the current cbijectives of U_5. policy
in the Arab Exst: "To wpplont the USSR in the countries in
which it still exercises a certoin influence; to win new polit-
ical and economic pasiticns; possibly to cust Eurapean compe—
titors, who are alio seeking morkets to restabilize their bal-
ance of trode and payments; no goal seems too embitious for
Americon strategists tedey. True, the conjunchure born of the
Clctaber Waor is encouroging them. Commercial exchanges be-
tween the United States and the Meor Eost ere on the rise
again. Egypt and Syric hove loosened up their laws to ottract
foreign capital; the Celro government is generously handing
out oil exploration contracts to Americon companies. And,
while ewaiting receipt of the 5250 million Mixen has promised
for recomstruction of the cities along the Suez Canal, Ameri-
can technicians are contributing to unblecking the waterway.
U.5. investment in Egypt is already showing signs of becom-
ing an impartant sector of American investment in the under-
developed world. Five big hotels are scheduled fo be built
in Egypt (one will be directed by Mixon's brother]. The Im-
part-Export Bank hes granted Egypt two loans that ameunt ta
£180 millien. The Mixon odministration hos proposed 5250
million worth of government aid fo Caira.
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The declaration signed by Mixon and Sadat on June 14 codi-
fied the plans fo increase U.5. penetration of the Egyption
aconomy. |n the decloration Mixon declared his willingness
to "help strengthen the finencial structure of Egypt, ™ 1o help
reconstruct the cities along the Svez Conal, to encournge
Ll.5. corporations to invest in Egypt, and te urge Congress
to approve large-scale aid to Coiro. An especially signifi-
eant portion of the declaration stated that Weshingfon and
Caira "will begin negetiation of an agreement for coopera-
tion in the field of nuelear energy under guananteed safe-
guards.. Upon conclusion of such on agreement the United
States is prepored to sell nuclear rescters and fuel to Egypf.

“Achially,” Henry Tanner pointed out in the June 13 MNew
Yaork Times, "the sale of nuclear fuel to Egypt will begin
immediately, The joint decloration instructs the U.5. Atamic
Energy Commission fo conclude a provisional agreement with
Egypt covering such sales panding completion of negotiations
an the Full agreement. " (It should be noted that Egypt already
hes bwo atomic reasters, which were provided by the Soviet
Unian. The new agreement with Washington will free Caire
from dependence on Moscow far nucleer fuel far those reac-
tors.} On June 14 the Cairo daily al-Ahram reported thet
work an the first Egyptian atomic power station fo be built
with U.5. assistance would begin in 1975, The station is
scheduled to be operative by 1981; it will cast 5250 million.
Wark on g second station will reportedly begin in 1977; it
will be Finiched by 1983, The second reactor will be equipped
with units for desclinating seo woter,

Sections of the U.5. press reacted to the Egyptian—American
agreement by voicing concern that Sedat eould duplicate In-
dira Gandhi's tactice and eonsign the plufonium byproduct of
the atamie reactors for praduction of a fission bomb. That pes-
sibility, however, is the least imporfant aspect of the ogree—
ment. The really significont thing — apart from the symbolic
and propagends effect of the deal, which may be analagous
to the propegands reaped by the Kremlin when it picked up
the tab for the Aswan dam -- is that the agreement estoblishes
lang-term economic bonds between Weshingtan and the Egyp-
tion government. Mere construction of the plants will toke
necrly a decade . Further, the increase in eleciric power re-
sulting from the reactors' cutput will provide elements for an
economie infrastructure that will make further Americen in-
vestment that much more attroctive and profitable.

In this respect, Egypt offers a better fiald for imperialist in=
vestment than do many other underdeveloped capitalist coun=
tries, The Egyption working closs iz not insignificant numeri-
cally; more than eighty years of imperialist investment (since
the British sccupation of 1881) have created an infrastruchure
mare flexible and extersive than that which exfsts in most of
Asia end Latin America, not fo mention the rest of Africa.
And Finally, it is usually eosier (and more profitable} for cop-
ital to Flow into projects aimed af reconstructing industry thot
hes been destroyed by wor than to initiate totally new indus-
trial development. The Egyptian plans te reconstruck and en-
large the Suez Canal, to rebuild the canal cities, ond to ex-
pand the country's tourfst industry ore projects that are nof at
all unrealistic from the standpoint of Egyption and internc-
tianal capitalism. For the American copitalist class, these
prajects represent not only profit-generating possibilities, but
alse political insurance that e Egyption regime will not be
in a posifion fo break with Washington as it did after the 1967
war .

For Sadat, the importation of Americon capital will be doubly
beneficial. First, the reconsfruction process financed in part
by U.5. capital will afford an opportunity to ecse Egypt's
unemployment and housing problems, o5 the refuges popula— |
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Hon now concentrated in Cairs and the rest of the ks dalta
can be expected to return to its homes along the cansh. Sec-
ond, the consequent “boom™ of the Egyption economy, espe-
cially if it is occompaniad by further |sraeli withdrowals from
the Sinai peninsula, con be expected fo divert the dimatizfoc-
ticn of the Egyptian werkers and peasants. Such is Sodats
hope .

The cenvergence of frterasts between the Egyptian and Amer-
iean regimes, then, is based on Sodat's determination hoex=
tract himself fram his shaky econemic and political sihmation
with the aid of U.5. copital and U.5. imperialism's deter-
mination to simultaneois ly teke advontoge of the Egyption
market and reestablish irs palifical influence over the most
impartant country in the Arab woor fd

The second axis of Washington's drive toward Pox Americana
in the Arab Eest runs thraugh Soudi Arobie. Both Soudi Arabic
and the emiretes of the Arab-Parsion Gulf hove accumuloted
enarmaus sums of money from their ail incore during recent
vears. Until recently, these holdings have sab idly in impe-
riafizt banks. The international monetary crisis and the de-
valuction of varisus Westarn currencies have heavily reduced
the walue of these heldings. This hos led the stotes concerned
to seek mare profitable areas of investment. The direction
Saudi investment has taken has clearly been of benefit to
American copitalism. The Saudi regime hat proposed investing
in the Americon petroleum industry, o plan that fully corres-
pands to that industry's need far copital for expansion. Ancth-
er section of Soudi holdings s ooing to finonce projects being
carrled out elsewhere in the Areb world in cooparation with
American imperialism. {The oil pipeline running frem Suaz to
the Mediterranean is an example .}

The June 22 issue of The Economist took nofe-of thiz mipect
of the Saudi-American allionce: "It opsears that the co-op-
erotion between Saudi Arabic ond America that was announced
two weeks ago is likely to become evary bit ox imporfant os
First suspected.. Saudi Arobia's surples oil revences, which
will be far bigger than any other country's, will lorgely be
recycled through Americe both in investmants and os imports
of Americon goods ond services. In the paf few months Soudi
officicls have rodically revised their sraditiona| ulfro-corser—
votive aMitudes towands investments. They realise that they
connot for leng centinue to invest their surplus funds in shorf-
term occounts and they claim thet they are only doing 5o now
an the odvice of western bonkers. The Sawdis want soon fo
start moking lorge investments in selected American company
sfock, in property and inrefinery and in petrochemicel pro-
jects. The present siofe of the American stock market frightens
many would-be fnvesters, but the Saudis, who would invest
for the long term, smell bargeing. They emphasise, though,
that they will be unwilling to fake a wholly possive role and
for thot recson will expand some existing Arab banks, perhaps
create some new ores, and perheps ferm other organisations
staffed with expert odvisers, many of them non—Asb, fo help
to overcome thair awn self-acknowledged shortage of business
expertise. ”

In the some orticle, the leading organ of British finonce cop-
ital tosk o smug ottitude toward some secondary effects of the
U.5,~Soudi alliance. Discussing the recent meeting of the
Orgenization of Patraleum Exporting Countriss (OPEC), held
in Buito, Exwador, The Econemist chserweds =The decision
af the _ . . OPEC . . . fo roise some creds off prices by 10-
12 cents @ barre| wos hordly the most significant result of the
mesting ot Guite. Much more Tmporiont wes the refusal of
Saudi Arohia, Opec's largest produces, Sosgrse fo 2ven 5o
nominal @n incranse and fo express it dissomement publicly.
This should kill any remaining doukls sScul S Soudi's pre-



viously announced intention to lower prices. What is more,
the public disagreement, which wos backed up by hard words
from the Saudis in private, probobly means that they will con-
tinue ta push on other frants for price reductions. Given their
strangth inail, the Soudis cen hardly fafl to succeed unless
semathing totally unfareseen happans.”

The interpenetration of Saudi end U, 5, copital ensures on the
one hand that the Saudi rulers will not take meosures that
would domoge U3, economic interests, ot their own woisld
be simulranesusly domaged as well. |n oddition, it means
that meunting Seudi Tnvestments in the rest of the Argb warld
{especially Egypt) can serve as o susplementary farce playing
the some role ot the American investments bath pelitically
and economically. The Seudi-American allience is further
cemented by the agreements that hove been signed beteesn
the twa countries praviding for |erge=scole sales of LIL5. arm
to Riyadh. On the one hand, balstering the strength of the
Saudi armed farces provides Waoshingtan with yet anather reli=
able cop in the Arab-Parsian Gulf; and on the ather hend,
the fact that Saudi Arabia will pay for its ams in cash will
have the effect of relieving balance of poyments pressure on
the. United States, os some of the oil revenue flowing to Soudi
Arabia will be redirected bock fo the Unired Srates. This iz
an advantage that na European imperiolist pawer can avail
itself of,

The strengthening of Washingten's elready important bond

with Saudi Argbic and the solidifying of the rew Egyptian—
American relationship were rounded oot with the reesfablish-
ment ef diplamatic relations between Washington and Damas-
cut. The Syrian=-American rapprochement will undoubtediy
procesd at o slower poce than the: ane betwesn Egypt and the
United Stores, both because of Syria's grecter dependence on
the Seviet bureaucrocy and because of the relatively less prof-
itable market that Syria represants for U. 5. imperialism. PMev=
artholems, the Mixon odministration has adked the L. 5. Con-
gress for 3100 millien in cantingency aid far Syria, and it is
cearcaly likely that the Bogthist regime will evince either the
inelination ar the obility o maintain iz esrlier anti-Washing-
tan pelicy in foce of pressure frem Egypt and Soudi Arcbia
and aid offers from the Ul.5. governmant.

The Israeli connection

The new drive of U.5, imperialism te expand it influence
and power in the Arab world does not ot all mean that Wash-
ington hos decided to nullify i ellionce with the [sraeli state.
The lsroeli mulers are wel| aware thot the agreements signed
between the United Stakes and the Arab countries will not
strangthen the ability of the Asob states ta fight lsrael .. On
June 12, speaking of the Weizmann science Tnstitute in Re-
hovoth, lsreeli Prime Minister Yitzak Rabin absarved that
mhan the Aroh states are preparing for war, it's not rap=
prochement with the United States that they want. They aim
at that only when they need matericl aid devalop their
aconsmies. That is why this development of Arab-American
ralations should net touch off too much uneasiness in lsroel,
espacially since we know that the Linited States wants o
strong lseoel . ®

Besoeiated Fress reparts indicated that lsraeli rulers were
saying much the same thing in private. Oine unidentified lead-
er ramarked, "If you drow up o balance of the risks and ad-
vantages that this rapprochement represents for lsroel, you

see that the result is clearly pasitive, in lorge part because
this process cannot ga on except ot the axperse of the Soviet
Union. And lsreel prefers fo see an increose in the inFluence
in the Arab countries of o friendly country like the United

States rather than of a superpower that is hostile to larsel,
like the Soviet Linjon "

When Mixon got fo Jerusalem on his tewr, he left no doubt
that American imperilism did Todeed “want a strang lsroel !
The joint lireeli-American communiqué relecsed af the end

of the visit promised for the first time "long—term” military
aid to the Ziomist stote . Previously, U3 ofd o lsrael had
bean negatioted on o yeor-by-year basis. The military oid
Washington will extend to lsroel during the nesxt several years
wos reported 1o have been fixed at an averape of 51,500 mil-
lion o yeer, In addition, Mixon signed on agreement promising
tyrael the same sort of nucleor aid-as hod been gronted Egypr.
In fact, the new spening of Egypt o Amearican investmant
will increme, nol decreose, lsrael's importance lo Washing-
tor. The Egyptian regime i3 3fill far from hoving developed
enough stability to sarve os o reliable imperialist waichdog
in the Arab Emt. The expansion of U.5. investment in Egypt
will simply mean that Woshingtan will hove mare to prorect,
and this gssures the Zionist stote of contineed LILS . suppart.

Meverthe less, the now eourse of L5, paliey in the Arab
Enst does nat iully correspand to the Tmmedicte interasts of
the lsroeli ruling class. The lsroefi rolers will hove no chaice
but to relinguish same of the Arab territory they have held
since 1967 . And while relinguishing some territory surely
represents no lang-term threot to the existence of the Jionis
state it iz still the caze that the majerity of the lsmeli wling
class would prefer not to yield tercitarial concessions. This
relative conflict between Washingtan and Tel Aviv will have
a twofold effect on lsracli palicy. First, Tel Aviv will demand
the highest poasible price from Washington in exchange far
its territorial losses, whatever they moy be, This undoabtedly
partially secounts for the curren! large incroase in American
aid to lsreel. Second, the lsreel: rulers will cftempt b [irad
ways of remsserting their military hegemony cver the Arab
East, ways that da not fundomentally canflict with Washing-
tan's earefully arranged "paoce scenaria." The necesity of
the lsraeli ruling class finding ways to do this is all the mere
pressing in view of the ideclogics| "sorthguake” fouched aff
in lsrael by its reletive sethock during the Octaber Wor, that
is. ifs inability to annihilate the Egyption and Syrion armies.
— — — =
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Lebanese rescue workers remove bedy of child killed in
lsrmeli bombing raid.
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For the Zionist ruling class, thers is one time-tested means
of asserting power in the Arab Ecst, and that is killing Arabs.
Exactly which Arobs are killed must of course vory with the
peliticel and milifary situation in the region. With "disen-
gogement" effected on the Egyption front and beginning to
take effect on the Syrian front, and with the Jordanian bor-
der quier, one tempting target presents Thelf: Lebanon, a
country thet connot defand itself and hos a large Palestinion
populotion fo boot,

The lsreeli rulers lost no time. Mixon left lsrael for Jordan,
the last stop in his "peace pilgrirmage, " on June 17. On June
18 lsraeli planes struck ot Palestinion refugee comps in Leb-
ancn. On June 17 they struck egain, and yet again on June
20. The Isroeli regime's excuse for the etocks was the usual
rnes its need fo "defend” irelf by hitfing bock at Palestinian
liberation fighters, "These corsecutive roids are meant os o
signal thot we have reached a bracking peint, " an lsroeli
official said on June 20. "This new government s camposed
of military men who are not prepared to tolerate attacks an
the civilion pepulation.” On June 24 Babin enncunced that
Isreel hod entered o stoge of "perpatual war" ageinst the
Polestinian fedayean.

Apart from the sbservation thot there are few sther countries
in the world fn which an official could explain that the gow-
ernmeant cannot tolerate artacks on civilions becouss it is
compased of military men (who just hoppen to maoke thair [Tv-
ing by killing civiliars) and apart from noting the ireny — ¢
should we soy pothalogical arragance — of explaining thet
the government will express ik ronteleration of "attacks on
the civilian population”™ by attacking a civilian populatien,
we should paint out that the raids on Lebanon have lintle if
anything to do with opposing Palestinion "terrarism. ™

The foct of the matter 5 rather mare simple. The raids, which
after three days bod killed at least 150 civiliens, are an cp-
plization under the current delicate circumstances of the
leng—standing Zienist policy of rerrarizing the Arob world and
Flaunting the pawer of the Zionist state, They are the Isroel

regime's way of shawing the Arab world that thinms bowe not
changed that much offer all. And they ore o mecns of shewing
the lsroeli population that the "earthquoke" hos not destroyed
the lsraeli state's ability o inflict murderous punishesnt on

o section of the Arob world, "peogce pilorimoge™ or ot .

The plam of W.5. imperialism in the Arab East fodoy oe
transparent. Washingten intends to bolster the role of Soudi
Arabia within the Areb world ond cement i allionce with
the Saudi femily on both the economic and polifical levels.
It intends fo pry the Sodot government oway from the Soviet
bureaucracy definitively, pouring copital into Egypt with the
aim of defleeting the working-closs and student movemanis
there. The Syrian regime is to be neutralized, if it connol be
directly drewn into the American orbit as well. Oppesition
amang the Arab mosses to the new U.5. penetration of the
eastern Arab world is to be countered through o combinafion
of economic davelopment financed by Americon copital and
territoriol concessions wrung out of the Zionist state. At the
same fime, the lsroeli army will remain os the central guoron-
tor of stobility in the reafon. The result is fo be o new Amer-
ican hegemony over all the stotes in the eostern Argh world .

Already the American plan has teken big steps forward. But
it is for from having succeeded. The major obstocle to it
success is the oppasition == actual or potenticl —- of the Arah
workers and peosants. L. 5. imperialism's re-enfry into Egypt
hos alreedy required and will continue to require changes in
the Egyption socioecancmic structure that will undoubtedly
provoke opposition from the Egyptian population. And at the
same Hme, thefe remains the "prablem” thar created the
Arab-lsraeli conflict in the first ploce: the denial of the no-
tional rights of the Palestinian Arahs .

The pext stages in the development of the Arab Eme will there=
fore revalve oround twe decisive questions: the response of

the Egyption mosses te Sadat's "de-Mosserization™ progrem

and the respamse af the Polestinian resistance movement to

the oltempts to impose the "peaceful solution. " Fulure articles
in INPRECOR will return ta these twa problems,
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MIURDERL
ANTIFASCIST MIELITANT

"It has been o long fime since the violence of the capitalist
class stalked the streets of this country quite as openly as on
Saturday aftemoen, 15 June, " said the June 20 issue of Red
Weekly, poper of the International Marxist Group, British
section of the Fourth International. "While the National
Front proudly paraded their vile doctrines of race hatred
through the streets of Loadan, the police meted sut brutal
punishment to those wha dared to challenge the fascist threat.

“Between them they can cloim the responsibility for the death
of Kevin Gately -- the first of cur comrades to fall in the
fight ogalrst rocism and fascism.™

Gately, a 21-year-ald student from Warwick University and
a sympathizer of the IMG attending his fist palitical demon-
stration, waos murdered June 15 by London cops wha ottacked
a demonstration of some 1,000 militants protesting o meeting
against immigronts being held by the foseist organization Ma-
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tional Front. The stoted purposs of the MNational Front rally
and march was to protest the Labour government's decision

to grant amnesty fo people who had been declared illegal
immigrants under the T97T |mmigration Act. But beyond the
immediate purpose, the Mational Front —— which has engaged
in a not insignificant number of attacks on individuals and
bookshops of the werkers movement —-wanted to stage o show of
force on the strests thot could bolster their recent successes
in several local by-elections. (In Newham they ook 12 per-
cent of the vate, pushing the Tories into fourth place ond in
the Laicester council by-clection they took 25 parcent, com-
ing in second after the Tories.)

The counterdemonstration wos supported by Liberation (o co-
lonial freedom group), the |MG, and others. |t exceeded the
Matione! Front rolly in size. Jockie Stevens, o member of
the | MG whe hod occompanied Gately to the demonstration,
explained how the police ottock on the antifoscist militants



started: "We turned into Red Lisn Sguore, obr arms linked
together, We came across o line of police, and behind them
were mounted police. When we tried fo get fhrough fo Con-
way Hall, the police drew their batons and chorged. . . .
fell and wos frodden on by o hamse and beaten on the heed.
Owur arms became unlinked ond | ¢idn't see Kevin agoin.
There was blood all aver the place and teeth lying on the
ground. The police were sereeming and shouting. We were
all bunched up with horses on top of us. It was an absolutely
horrific scena ™

“it was an absolutely
horrific scene”

There s svidence that the pelize attack waos designed not
only to brutalize but even tokill. Ron Singer, o dockor at
Balingbroke Hospital in London told Red Weekly: "] was pres-
ant of the demonstrotion and ofter maunted police chorged

in Theobald's Rood | sow a man being taken by two police-
men away from the crowd. He wos bleeding profusely from

ot leost ane cut on his bead. | went up to him and told the
police sergeant that | was o decter and would like to exam-
ine the man's wound ., The policeman said thot he did not care
what | wos ond that iF | did not get eut of the way he would
arrest me foo. "

Even Sydney Bidwell, Lobour member of Parliament for South-
all and chairman of the Lendon couneil of Liberation, ac-
cused the cops of attocking the antifascist militonts "with
great ferscity." "Maunted police, ™ he sald, "were diiving
people before them. | hod to nip sut of the way myelf.
riarrow |y escoped being trampled by a horse. "

Despite the obvious foct that the cops had viciously omaulted
the antifoscist demonstratars, the British capitalist press tried
to present the clashes — and even the death of Gately — as
the Fault of the antifascists. ". . - much of the responsibility
miust rest on the organisers of the lefi-wing counterdemonstre-
tion to the Mational Frant's original anti-immigration march, ®
wrate the June 22-28 Economist. Most British papers sven
claimed for several days that the couse of Gately's death

was not known . "There wera some signs,” the Dally Express
wrote, "that death could have been from naturol couses (1),
probably cerebral haemarrhage . ™ The June 17 issue of the
Evening Standard (first editien) attributed Gately's death o
Sasphyxfa"! Even the Guordian as late az June 18 was writ-
ing, “. . . the left has produced nobody wha saw Mr. Gately
actually hit. It seems maore likely thet he received the blow
from a foot when he wes on the ground in the melee.”

in reality, though, it was clesr fo everyone except the most
myopic and cynical that Guately was killed by the clubs of
the Landon cops. And the laft movement began to orgonize

a resporse . On Soturday, Jure 22, some 6, 000 people marched
in London in a memarial march for Gately. On Sunday, June
23, there was an anti=foscist march of 10,000 in London in
mamary of Gately. In oddition ta the IMG, the International
Socialists, the Warwick Students Union, and ather political
groups, the June 23 morch war attended by & aumber of trade-
unien councils. Jack Calling, Kent area representative on

the National Executive of the Mational Union of Minework-
ers, gave a solidority siatement to Red Weekly that said in
part: "The TUC {Trades Union Congress) and the argonised
working elass should demand a halt to the growth of fascism
and use whatever tactics are necessary to halt the sprecd of
this evil. . . . The quesfion of free speech for the faseisis

hos been decided mony times — in the Western Desert, in

the cities of Coventry, London, Waorsaw, ond Stolingred,

and recently in the stadium ot Santiogo, in Chile. Allowing
people fo preach poison must nat be confused with free speech.
We hove seen fascism on the march befere and we do not in-
tend to let them pass. The killing of the yaung student should
serve as g weming fo the warking closs, end we must demand
the fullest enguiry. The guilty people, the people who issued
the orders, must be brought to book. We must hove unity of
the working class on a united, anti-fascist fromt. | the worl-
ing cloms ond tocialist organisations de nat unite, we will nat
be doing cur duty te the internotional working class. "

And, Tnfact, the bureaverats of the Labeur party have hardly
been doing their duty 1o the internotions| werking elas . The
June 20 Red Weekly pointed out the danger of the fascist
threat and the necessity of a united working-class response .
"Satsrday is olso o reminder of the fact that the Matianal
Frontand the capitalist stote are on the same side, that they
bath fight ta protect the rule of the copitalists. The forces of
'low ond erder’ will give the foscists the profection they need
to carry out their dirty business, and, 1 the capitelist closs
decides it is of ute to them, will provide the fascists with
cover for illegal and vialent actions ogainst warkers and so-
cialists.

"The fascists ore o threat. |f they are allowed to crganise ond
extend their influence, they will find a place in the plans of
the besses to brealk the resistance of the workers movement.

"That is why we marched on Soturday . Bul we were faw in
numbers. That is another reason why there wos viclence .

"I Saturday's demonstration had been supported by all those
wha are threatened by the fescist menoce -- socialists, trade
unianists, blocks, and immigrants — there would have been

no vialence.

"The fascists would hove been too terrified to crowl eut of
thair sewers, and tha police would have put away their clubs
ard turred politely to directing traffic.

“Thare must nat ba anather 15 June . We must prevent it; not
by bowing our heads and allowing the fascists fo conspire
against us, but by turning cut in future in such force, in such
an immanse display of unity ond power, that the forces of
reaction ond of the state will koep their distonce and keep
their HAMNDS OFF THE ANTI-FASCIST MOVEMENTIL

"For an immediate labour-movement inguiry into the death
of Kevin Gately! For the immediate scrapping of the police
‘special patrol groups'| The Labour government must ban all
future foscist demomstraticons, and the labour movement must
mobilise to prevent the foscists demenstrating!”

The strength of the antifascist movement may well be tested
soon. The Matianal Front, alang with the Ulster Defense
Aesociation, bas called for o moss march in Landon on tuly
13, & provocation not only egainst immigrants, antifescishs,
ard the British workers, but ogainst the Irish people as well.
The whole British laft hos demanded that fhe Labour govemn-
ment forbid this march ond hat called for o huge counterdem-
onstration in London on that day.
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CP BACKS HIM UD

by A.UDRY.

MOVES TO

On June 10 the fallawing announcement was mode an Portu=
guese television sereers: “The broodoost hos been suspended
by orders from above " Farty=sevan days after the "coup, "
the Jufita wos shawing Tn the most direct way that it intended
ta "toke things in hond.” On June 14 it took direct control
af telavisiog broadeasting. That meosure wes rounded out on
June 21 by a law—decres instituting new censorship,

Concurrently, the "heod of government" threatencd fo use
troops to break the strike of the postal workers — the same
troops that intervened against the strikers of the American
Timex watch trust and against the workers of the "Lisbon
Water Company.” To prop up measures like this, the govern-
ment is preparing antisirike legislation and intersifying its
repression against the Far laft,

All these decisions taken by the junta or by its front, the
"sravisional government, " have been supported by the Portu-
guese Communist and Socialist parties. This suppert ho been
all the more necessary for the junta in that ifs fai lure to
quickly achieve o cease-fire in the colonies requires that it
win the greatest possible latitude on the intemal front, Sup-
port fram the CP and 5P offers the junta a greater possibility
of temporarily conserving o broed enovgh social base o deal
with the difficult negotiations on the "status of the overseas
territories, "

One advantage: low wages

After the initial strike wave that followed the giant May 1
demonstrations, the government's decision to set the minimum
wage at 3, 300 escudos a month [obout U35145) underlined
the contradietfon between the interests of capital and the
mast immediate damands of the workers. In effect, in ferms
of its plan of integration inte the Commen Market and its op-
peal to foreign copitel, Portugsese copitalism commands but
one substantial advantage: the |owest wages in Europe. [tis
consequently a certainty that Portuguese copital will not
casily agree to discerd the only real trump card it holds in
its hand.

Inflation is accelerating and Ts reaching o gallep: For 1973
the inflation rate was 23%; from Maerch 1973 1o March 1974
it rose to 30%; ond the Maotional Statistics Institute (IMNE) has
announced that the rate could reach 705 in 19741 The bal-
ance of poyments defieit seems to be growing as well. This
results from the combination of the increase in the prices of
raow materials and oil with the fall in the amount of currancy
sent back to Portugal by Tmmigrent workers (in 1972 the mon-
ey sent back by immigrants reached 22, 388 million escudas)
and the slowdown in tourism {in 1971 the income from tourism
amounited to 3, 313 million escudas) . Rumers about a coming
devaluation of the escudo and the mystification monewvers of
certain Portugliese commercial banks are considerably slow-
ing down the shipments of money back to Portugal by the two
million emigrants, The tourlst industry Tz suffering from a
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canjunctural downturn. According fo the Financial Times,
the crisis is moking itself felt in the southern fourist province
of Algrave ond in Lishon. A hatel with 650 beds, normally
full this time of year, is now less than cne-third oceupied.

To these elements must be odded the structural crisis Portu-
guese industry is expariencing. This is aserting itself with
all the more force in that o more or less cggrovated recession
is hitting most of the Eurcpean copitelist economies and is
therefore Tntensifying interimperialist compefition. Concen-
tration of capital is very pronounced in Portugal; “188 com-
panies, or 0.4 percent of the 40,051 that were octive on the
continent in 1971, hold 53 percent of the toral capital of
the whele seciaty, ™ wrote M.B. Martins in "Sociedodes e
grupos em Pertugel™ (p. 16). But the struchre of production
is even more bockward. Only 0.5% of foctories enpoged in
manufacturing employ mare than 500 persons; 21, 5% employ
between 11 ond 500 persons, and 7B% ore either artisanal
workshops or very small production units employing less than
11 persons. The process of reconverting Partuguese capital
does not promise to be eosy. The measures thot have been
taken to support the small and medivm—sized enferprises ap—
peer much more as means of assuring the integration of some
of them inta the monopalies thon as means of saving them
and defending employment levels. Unemployment, which has
forcafully reappeared, will grow. In the construction industry
in the South more than 4, 000 workers have lost their jobs in
recent times, sccording to the June 28 Financial Times. The
return of immigront workens whe are lesing their jobs because
of the general rise Tn unemployment in the Common Market
countriss will exocerbote this incregse in wnemployment.

Under these conditions, the junta and the employers are not
prepored fo make big concessions, especinlly since the Com-
munist party is ossuring them of ifs support. Too big o wage
increase, a rodical reduction in the werkweelk, or o drastic
inzrease in special costs would plece in question the foreign
investrant that is less interested in the rather limited internal
market than in wage odvantoges. |f these wage advantoges
cease to exist, verious companies could decide nat ta Tnvest
in Portugal any more, especially companies preducing parts
for complex products that are amsembled in other countries.

The opening up of certain morkets in Ecstern Europe (for the
moment, &5 percent of Porfuguese axports are sent fo capital=
ist Europa, moit of these to the Commen Market countrias)
cannot offer real allernatives . The loars that have been of-
fered by the Commen Merket countries con eose the Imme-
diote situation, but certoinly connct resclve the essential
difficulties with which Porfuguese capitalism 13 confronted.
The lost country to be offected by the expansion of European
copitalism after the second world wor, Porfugal is seeking fo
take to the rood of mcomsinsction just ot the fims that Europe-
an copitalism is enferiag = period of acute crisis. That is the
major obstacle | Hence, #heaplions chosen by copital are
predictoble ond hove alreody been announced: attack on the
buying power of the workers, otfock on employment, and re-



strictions on independent trade-union organization and the
right to strike will be the backbone of the policy of the junta
and itz facode, the "provisional government.™

The limits of a movement

Wa have already stressed the breadth of the strike movement
that developed after the May 1 mebilizations. [See IMPRECOR
Pde 2. While o workers vanguard emerged from thase strikes,
and while the strikes friggered o rapid development of the
comsciausness of cerain loyers af workers, it is important nof
to- e lose eur eyes to the weaknesses of thiz movement . First

af all, since the fist world wor, the Porluguese workers meve=
ment has nat had the experience of a mational mabilization
that would hove allowed it to really express its power an
would bave led to a central politica] confrontotion with the
baurgeaisie. Second, the fragmentation of the workers move-
ment has been intensified and fosterad by the corparatist re-
gime . The number of craft unions wa very high. The unions
ware skeuchired along district lines, Thos, just Tn the Lisnove
shipyords in Lisbon, there are still, after the "coup, " twenty-
four separate craft unions. [n 1969 some BD percent of the
iens haod overages memberships under 1,615, Cinly elghi
urians hed stightly more than 20, 000 members. A study of

the trode-union structure under the tald regime” concluded:
"The deseription of Portuguese trode-union sfruchire allows

us to corclude that there has been o deliberste atomization.”
{Analisé social, 1972, Blo.33, p. 180.)

Te be sure, the Figures cited must be viewed with caution,
for they count poper membership and all those who were
forced to pey dues. In oddition, resittance i the corporatist
untanism made only a limited impression on the workers. Dut
it is o less true that the warking class is still marked by this
fragmentation. This leck of o coptralized movement exploins
in the final analysis the fal lure of suggles to become gener-
alized during the upsurge after the beginning of May. On
this betis it is understondable why the junte wos so tranchantly
datarmined to end the first notional strike in decades: the
strike of the postal workers. The Communist party, thanks to
its implantation and oudience, wai the only erganization thet
could hove been copoble of generolizing end eantralizing
the struggles. But it did just the cpposite. Mot only did it
adapt to the old structures of the trode unions, it alsodelib-
erately isolated the strikes after Moy | that represented the
highest paints yet attgined by the workers mobilization in
terms of goals, methods of strugale [the Messa ypewriter
Factory, Timex), ond pelifical stkes involved [public trons—
part, Carris in Lishon, the postal strikel.

Thus, to understond why in spife of the very high level of
combativity in mony factories and in a sectar like: the poskal
warkers, and in spite of the emergence of o workers venguord,
the many messures taken by the junfa and the palicy of the
CF have not triggered o decisive response (at least For the
moment!, one must stort from the inexperignce and lack: of
polificization of the working closs, ke real betrayal of the
CP, the uneven development of the mabilizations on @ no-
tianal scale, and the quantitative and pelitical wadkness of
the Far laft, Furthermore, many workers won what fhey con-
sidered real victories during the first strike wave, and this
has alsa hod an effect in the general retreat of the: mobiliza-
tion since the end of May-

The way the junta intervensd to bregk the postal strike and
the Timesx strike and the policy followed by the CP in these
struogles allows us o get an idea what the alignment of forces
will be in the coming menths .

Two key strikes. . .broken

In the postal secter, at least in the capital, o certain mili-
tancy had been manifested since the end of 1973, Wagas
were very low: of 35, 000 workers, 21,000 made betwean
2,000 and 7, 000 escudos a month [that §s, about USSEE=-
308). Sinee the beginning of May, warkers on g notional
seale hod been trying to build o union. Thus, on May 3,
s 1,000 workers met in Lishon and decided tosst upa

" rade-union commission” and fo begin tooweark out @ series
of demands. The "trade-union commistion” wes later fo be
expanded by the oddition of delegates elected in gencral os-
samblies in the main postal centers throughout the couniry.
When the gavernment refused fo accept the demands drown
wp by the "commission" (&, 000 escudos minimom wage, im-
medigte thirty-five=hour workoweek, one month poid wocafion,
doubletime for overtime, revision of the job clasification
system) , the sirike wos declared ot midright on June 17,
This strike, unlike many of the others, immedintaly oppaored
as o canfrontation with the government ., Already during the
aublic warspartation strikes In Lishon (Cerrisl, the govern-
ment hod given proof of iis determination nat fo give in to
wage demands. 5o thers wes no doubt thet the postal strike
would be o test of strangth with the government, which would
try to make an example of the pestal warkers, os the employ-
ers were demanding.

In oddifion to the obeve-mentioned demonds, the srike alse
demanded the right to a strong and demacrotic frads union.
The whale organization of the strike, and the preparation For
it, showed that in this sector ihe workers wauld not eosily
accept the bureeucratic operation led by the CF of £reating
a unian from the top dewn by ukilizing the Union Federatizn.
i fact, inaddition fo the “national strike committee” that
grew cut of the "rrade-union commissicn, " woricus cammiss
cions were sat up: news and propagandc, arganization of the
sirike and of strike pickets, medical and mecial oid, mobile
brigodes to make confoct with worfous centers, and so on.
The workers set oul to explein their cose to the population,
especially in Lisbon, The respanse of the junta was predict-
able. The response of the CF went beyand what ceuld have
been imagined .

The goverpment started o compoign te denounce Hhe strikars
"o were disturbing the normal life of all Portugosse " In
an official message conveyed ta the strikers en the night of
Jume 19220, the government declored: “The government has
decided to call upon the intervention of the Armed Forces,
which, in complete occard with the gevemment decision,

are prepering fo intervene on the mering of June 20 in order
ter mesure the functioning of the postal services.” [Expresso,
June 22.}
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Portuguese metalweriers. “Fighting for our rignk, "
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But while the government was preparing the intervention of
the army, it left it to the CP to denigrate the strikers and
even o organize demonstrations against the sirike. On June
19 the Lisbon regional leodership of the Communist party
mode the following decloration: "The objective {of the sirike)
is this: to oppose the workers to the provisiona| government
and to bring on an atmosphere of discontent ond revolit that
benefits faseism and reoction. ™ {Avante! June 20.) And it
added that the "trede-union commision" — which had been
elacted democratically -- hod not occepted the intervention
af the Unian Federation, which perfectly revealed the aims
of the strikers| In Porto o demonstration wos orgonized agoinst
the strikers and the union office was cceupied, thanks to the
CP's agirating the population against the strikers! One of the
results of this CP palicy wes precisely that i# fovored fhe first
demonstration of the right against sitikes, a3 wos verifiad at
Miseu. In view of the isclotion of the workers that the “com-
munists” and “socialists™ weore organizing, it was only logical
that rightist &lements would feel recssured and would initiate
their antiwarker compaign, utilizing the theme of the “eco-
nomic crfsis. " When the intervention of the army was an-
nounced, the 260 delegates from Lishon end the provinces
decided ofter a terse discussion to end the sirike, in spite of
the very small gains that hod been made (fncreasss ranging
from B0 to 100 escudos a menth). They decided te continue
the struggle under another farm (working strictly “by the
bock"}. The relative isslatian of the strikers — in spite of
the intervention of the Left Socialist Movemant and the Ligo
Comunista Internacionalista [Internationalist Communist League,
Portuguese sympathizing organization of the Fourth Interna-
tianal), whizh initated solidarity actions and were Followed
by the ather far-left groups - could anly facilitate the gov-
ernment's victory, even though the workers combativity re-
mains intoct, os evidenced by the "by the book ™ operation.
Furthermere, the CP continved s eampaign of vilification,
declaring: "It is counterrevolutionories whe, pasing as de-
fenders of the workers' interests, are preventing a salution

ta the postal erisis.” (L'Humenité, June 29.)

The first national sirike thus ended in a relative defeat for
the workers mavement and sirengthened the position of the
junta and the employers in the battles 1o come. The govern-
ment undersfood the situation guite well, and, the day ofter
the end of the postal strike, the armed forces entered the
Timex factory, which hed been occupied since June 4, forc-
ing the workers te agree to the presence of the mandgement
in the general assemblies of strikers, secret ballots, limita-
tion af discustion, and so on. Here again the relative fsola-
tien of the strike and the policy of the CP, the 5P, and the
Unian Federation, made the struggle turn out badly, which

is an example thot can be assimilated by the workers van-
guard in order to prepare for coming confronfations. To be
sure, combativity was not broken. On June 24 the workers
went home early, putting the Forty=hour workweek into effeci
thamse |ves. But a strike that ends this wey hos o negative ef-
fect. Mot enly was the fest of strength against the junta's pol-
fey that waos possible nor mede — & est that weuld have been
generalized in other struggles —— but alsa the most contradic-
tory reactioms con crop up in o young and combative wadding
class that lecks any trade=-urion and political frodition.

The reactionaries want strikes
The eriminal role of the Portuguese Communist party i this
situation can be especially illuminated if it is placed in the
context of the CP's pempective during the pericd prior fo
the April 25 coup. Before that date, the CF, which com-
manded o rather large dudience in the foctories and was wark-
ing within the structures of the corparatist unions, roised the
slegan of minimum monthly wage of &, 000 escudes, a slegan
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that it vialently rejech today. Thisslogon hod been widsly
faken up during the struggles at fhe end of 1973 and the be-
ginning af 1974 in the construction, slectrical, textile, and
gloss Tndustries, In relation to the previeus mebilizations,

the workers participation in the trade-union assemblies {call-
ed, in foct, by the CP} immediate |y ofter April 25 wos signi-
ficant. This mass mobilization on the trode-union leval (with
o view foward creating a fighting trade unicn), resulfed in
much reticence within the Union Federation about militent
uiionists participeting in the government. MNevertheless, the
Armed Forces Movement would not hove accepted the CP's
participation in the govermment uniews the CF trade-union
wing was alse b be involved in governmental participation.
The Armed Ferces Movement wented fo cover oll bets?

The CP leadership succeeded in camrying out o sort of "coup”
irgide the Unian Federotion, and Aveline Pockecs Gongalves,
trade-unien leader of the bonking sector in Ports, occeeded
to the pest of minister of labor. One of the funcHars of the
CP became obviows: to contral the workers movement, Hmit
the mabilizations and strikes as far o possible, cover up the
enocfment of legislotion that would restrict the right fo steike
ard the autonomy and independence of the frode unions, etc.
This pelicy has led the CP to toke pasitions that ploce it in
the vonguord of the strugale cgains! the mobilizotion of the
worlcars evan for their most immediote demands. I+ i signifi-
cant that the correspandent of a British employers’ newspaper
(the Finoncial Times, June 18} hos written: "The minister of
labour, Aveling Geongalves, nevertheless weorles hard at sei-
ting confliets that seriously affect preduction, and it is ex-
wemely impertant fo note that 1t is rearly anly the Commu-
nists wha gre counselling cautian in the use of tha strile
weapen at this time." This okservation is oll *he more rele-
vant in thot José VilorTens, o member of the CP Central Com=
mittea, stoted: “Today if s the foscists and reactionaries of
all stripes who want more sirikes. Yesterdoy they repressed
them with blood and iren. Today they are thair principal pro-
mofers. " {I'Humanite, lune 21.)

This palicy is complemented by the attempt fo constroct —
from the top down ard on the basiz of Hhe old frode-union
structures -- a centralized rade-union opparotus, This in-
strument iz intended to become the privileged interlocutor
with the government and to graduolly implent itself in the
Factories in which it hes nat yet o base, exoctly by utilizing
its centralized weight, |n places where the CP could nat
directly transfarm the "workers commissiors" — badies that
led the struggles in most factories during May and June ==
infe "trade-union commissions” it simply tried to create
"trade-union commimions” parallel ta the workers commizs—
sions. Given time, and becawe of its hegemony in the cen-
tral union federafion, it hopes to be able to impose such
bodies. The sicoess of this operation depends on many fac-
tors, among them the scale of the future mobilizations in
foce of the crisis of unempleyment and inflotion and the abil-
ity of the for left to develop an alternative countercffensive
tos it partelly sueceeded in doing during the postal strike).

Mevertheless, cne effect of the CP policy cauld be the emer—
gence of an antipolitieal, or even enticommunist, tendency
that wauld draw its strength fram the lack of trodition and
palitical weakness of leyers of workers who are combative

but tatally disorfented by the policy of the CF ond the Union
Federation. This could provide some room for the develop-
ment of "gutonomous and nonpolitical” mrode unions thar weuld
ploy the govemment's game by dividing the workers move-
ment. The reaction amang certain layers of young postal worl=
ers after the halting of their strike suggests signs of such o
tendency. 5o it is all the more important that the revalution-
ary vanguard nat @llow ifself to be lad astray by the nature



of the period and the consciousness of the worker messes but
develop systemmalic work for tha formation of fighfing trode
unioms demacratice!ly confrolled en the basis of o break with
the craft structure of the corporatist unions. If this fask is

riot fulfilled there is great risk of o wedkening of the clos

@ a whale and of the, CP's role on @ genercl level remaining
vncantested . Moreover, it is in being able fo respond to these
questions, among othars, that the revelutionory vanguerd will
deepen is influence among leyers of workers that are gaing
beyond the CF.

e =

preparing for the future

Since the beginning of June Spinola hes been putting the em—
phasis an recorstructing an oppanctus with which he con con-
trol the sitvation through asserting his own Benapartist role

in preporation for new elections. One of the mest penetrating
onalyses of the post-Apeil 25 situation cppeared in the em-
plovers' review Tempe Economico of May 25: "It is abvious
thot there is nothing radical in the progrom of the Armed
Forces Mavement. In the synthetic statements of its platferm
one cannot even find o specific ottack on the closs division
of Portuguese society, or on the traditional existence of o
ruling eless, or even on the compesitien of the bloc in pow-
er. . . ." And it continued, "The fact that the military hos
been able fo play o decisive role in the destruction of the
political regime is o new guarantes for the maintenance of
the jnterests of the halders of econcmic power. The authority
that is alweys associated with @ military government will be
wery useful in stabilizing o social and political situation that
inevitably will be turbulent after the military coup.®

Thus, the journal that represents the "Business Week" or “En-
troprise” of Portugal understands very well the function of
the army and the rale of the junta,which clearly illuminates
what the policy of the workers movement must be in foce of
the armed forces. Moreover, Spinofa is toking many initic-
tivas toward the Armed Forces Movement. His visit and the
spaach he mede to the Colde de Rainha infonfry regiment --
the regiment that lounched the "premature™ attack of March
& == indicated his desire to limit os for s pessible the con-
tredictions between the Armed Forces Movement and the junta
and to win a decisive influence in the AFM. That is the pal-
icy that he and his cligue have been following since Movem=
bar 1973, when it seems that they began fo get their fingers
inte the “coptoire’ movement." All the meosures aimed at
“bringing in new bleed" allow for integrating sectors of the
AEM into the state apparatus and at the same fime for recom-—
posing this opparatus. Hence, while it is true thot the AFM
is not homogeneaus, Spinola's whole policy is designed to

increose the weight of the sector of the AFM that is subsfan-
tiglly in agreement with the junta's decisions. These are the
forces that can stabilize the situotion in the armed Forees and
thus lend the bourgecisie o decisive instrument. |t is instrue=
tive that on June 12 at the demonstrotion for the release of
Saldanha Sanches {a leader of the Magist MEPF), the military
police for the first time infervened "calmly but firmly" to
prevent soldiers and sailors from joining the demonstration.

Cencurrently, Spinely made a tour of the provinces — in the
capital his eudience s much smotler == in order fo assure
himself of o certain base . At the same fime, on the intermo—
tianal fleld, Spinolo met Mixen in the Azores and offered
him all pessible assurances sbout the "decolonizetion pro-
cess, " obout Portugal's new diplomotic policy (spening te—
ward the Soviet Unien ond the Comecon countries), ond
abaut Portugal's MATO responsibilities. As for Mixon, he
undoubtedly assured the chief of the junto about American
imperialism's interest in Hw decolonization process in Angole,
Mozambique, ond the Cope Verde |slands, where the United
States has military boses.

Given the prospect of o crisis in the cease-fire rnegotiations
and on explosion of prices ond unempleyment, the junta,
which lacks any ather real power in Pertugel, i working

out a palicy that will rely on utilizetion of the army fo
break strikes, impose censorship, press for the paisage of
“labor legislation, ™ and carry out repression against anti-
militarists. The bourgeoisie 7s thus preparing for coming con-
frontations, for dealing with pessible mobilizotions of the
workers .,

The decision June 10 of Major Fermendez, a member of the
junta, fo inferrupt the tolevisien program showing Cardinal
Cereijeira giving his blessing fo & cop from the PIDE-DGS
{the secret police) augured the censorship meosures that wauld
be token on June 21. Symbolically, it indicoted that "cer-
toin institutions connat be abusively crificized ." Some of the
television warkers reacted . They released a communiqué in
which, ccearding to the June 15 Sempre Fixe, they affirmad
thair will "to continue resclutely their mision of infarming
and forming the public, a mision for which they ore working
and that they ploce chove all else, and they reiteroted their
adherence fo the Armed Forces Movement."” The decleration
indicates the limitations of the resction of the television
warkers. The Jupe 21 low-decres, fssued under the autharity
of the “socialist” Roul Rego, wos afmed at all the "flash
points" af the present sitwation. Thus, the fellowing "infrac—
tions" can be punished: Incitation, even “indirect™ incite-
tion, o militory dischedionce; offenses againdt the president
of the republic, the members of the state council, or the gov-
emment; inciting strikes, work sfoppages, ar unauthorized
demonstrations; publication or distribution of “inexoct infor-
mation.” The leoal machinery to undertake an attack an the
far left, or more genarally &n the workers movement, has thus
been sat up.

Antistrike lagislation hm not yet been published, but it seems
to be comparable to the measures insFifuting censorship. Ac-
cording te the lune 13 Expresso, the legislation “permits ex-
pressicn and defends the right to strike as well e regulating
the rights of associations of workers ond employers’ bodies in
the framework of the principles of the Ammed Forces Mowve—
ment. ™ The June 26 Fimancial Times wos more pracise. [t
wrote, “Relioble sources affirm thet the [antistrike) medsures
will be tough and that they will comsiderably restrict the
room available for the development of labor actions. " The
junta is carrying out the erders of Antenio Champalimaud,
who said, "The werkers are too free. A broke will have to
be put on the demands of workers, who connot be working
less hours ond making more money than anywhere else in
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Europe." {Le Figare, June 24.) It leaks like the trusts don't
want strikes o3 badly as the CP claims they do!

Finally, the junta is taking meesures against the mevement
in the army and is trying to reestablish control over the troops
The continuation of the war can anly engender the greatest
tension, bath on the bettlefields (fratemization, refuzal to
fight, desertion} and in Pertugal itself (action against the
departure of troops, draft refusal). 1t is thus o top priority
for the junba that the traditicnal organizations {the CP, the
5P, the Union Federation) block the mobilizations within
the army and put out all sorts of declorations affirming *
attachment to the "program of the Asmed Forces Moven..n
which ean allow the junta more maneuvering room fo fry
regain control of the army. As "compensation” the junta c
ollow the "previsional government® fo drop a few efumbs in
the financial orea (incresss in direct toxes that are the
fowest in Europe, while preserving indirect kixes) or in the
area of social security, which has hitherto been nonesxdistent.
Obviously, these few concessions will be presented by the
3P and CP as important vickories.

The double Function of the CP ard 5P is being affirmed mare
than ewer:

* o oct as the Tnstrument the bourgeoisie needs for contral-
ling the mass movement after the coup d'stat;

* to be usaful in obtoining o cease-fire in order to try to in-
stitute o neocolonial solution in collaboration with imperial-
ism, which takes time; this is all more true in that they repre-
sent an irstrument casable of assuring pressure from the “good
offices” &f the Soviel buregucracy on the [iberotion move—
ments.

The CP has portially fulfilled the first of these funcrions. But
there are some important hitches, and there is no doubt that
within the junta some have already drown some conclisions
for the future as to the CP's oversstimation of Tts abillhy to

control the working cless. As for the second function, the re-
sults have been meager, in spite of the “shows" that hove
been put on by Soares. (See the From the Feur Corners column
in this jssue of IMPRECOR.) But the bourgesisie iz using all
the time it con get to restructure its instruments dnd homoge-
nize ifs farces in order to prepare for new baftles. The dyna-
mic of the situation will not be determined by the efforts the
CP iz making on the municipal level and in ifs mony meetings
in preparation for future elections. |n the context of the exist-
ing economic stognation it is the copasity ef the warking class
ta respend that will be the determining foctor.

For the vonguard, the primary fask in foce of the chawvinist
and oppartunist positions of the CF and the 5P is to develop
the broadest anticalenial campaign and support fo the strug—
gles of the liberation movements. The junta moy be able to
play on the chauvinist sentiments that exist among layers of
the workers. Further, in order to develop an elternative re-
spomse to the palicy of the Union Federation, it is urgent

to link demands against inflation, unemployment, and so on,
to demands Tn the struggle agalmst any restriction on the right
to strike or on trede-union ackivity, with the gim of bullding
fighting democratic union erganizations. Unless these hypes
of initiatives ore token, there is great risk that the militent
but limited struggles will run out of steam, especially since
the CP would find it ecsier to contrel the whole situation,
evan if 1t were to lose some ground in the Trdividuel foctories.

But it would be dongerous for the venguoard to limit its ocfivity
to this. Mot to give o concrete and immediate response on

the guestion of the regime against the force of the provi-
sional government and the plan for "elections within ene
year” would simply ameunt fo refusing to put forward an al-
ternative salution to the one belng pushed for by the tradi-
tioral organizotions. In thiz sense, the slopon "Immediate