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“CASH AND CARRY” SPEEDS WAR ENTRY
Stalin Signs “Friendship Agreement” with Hitler

Baltic Nations Slated
For Axe as Carving

Of Poland Is Finished

Implications' of New Agreement Are More
Far-Reaching Than of Non-Aggression Pact
Another Stalinist Turn Ahead

The Stalinist regime took a further step in its collaboration
with Nazi imperialism this week when, following a pact which
it imposed upon Estonia, it announced the signing of a new
“frontier- and friendship agreement” between Germany and
the Soviet Union which has even more far-reaching implica-

“non-aggression pact” signed
in Moscow a month ago.
The new agreement formal-

ly establishes “the frontier of
their respective spheres of in-
terests in the region of the for-
mer Polish state’’ on the basis
of a map jointly drawn up
‘which gives the Nazis, in sub-
stance, the industrial west of
former Poland and Stalin the
agricultural east.
No Polish Buffer

The carving up of the spoils
conquered in the joint cam-
paign of Hitler and Stalin, wip-
ed out the hopes maintained to
the last minute in some quart-
ers that provision would be
made for a separate Polish
state over that part of the ter-
ritory which was generally ac-
knowledged as indisputably Po-
lish py population and tradition.

Of no legs importance and
significance is the view set
forth in the supplementary
statement signed in Moscow on
Sept. 28 by the plenipotentiary

Peace and Plenty
—American Style

the TFederal Government
continues its relentless per-
secution of WPA workers in
the Twin Cities; its program

der the new eighteen month

ilies on the brink of starya-
tion and death.

Latest victim of thé WPA
dismissals is Charles Reese,
41, who, deprived of an op-
portunity to earn even the
meager WPA wage, placed
his head on the Milwaukee
railroad tracks as a tipin
was passing by.

Those workers whom the
Rioosevejt administration
cannot silence with its FBI
frame-ups it condemns to
suicide by denying to their
wives and children the nec-
essities of life.

The Card Sharp

ST. PAUL, Mich. — While |.

of wholesale dismissals un- |

rotation plan has already |
placed scores of needy fam- |,

(Continued on Page 2)

Confidential Bulletin
Shows Big Business
Primed for War Pmﬁts

By Josepn HANSEN

ArTicLE III

The executive position scheduled for Big Business in the
military dictatorship that will straitjacket the American
people when Roosevelt plunges the United States into the
war now raging in Europe, serves not only to give Big
Business a more direct control over the military govern-
ment but also assures greater freedom for each capitalist
in the mad scramble for war profits.

The whole conception of Big Business concerning the
participation of the United States in the bloodbath en-
visages a ‘blitzkreig” or lightning war—a war that will
permit the successful shaking down of maximum profits
from the battlefields with minimum danger of revolution
at home against their dictatorship.

“It [the Industrial Mobilization Plan] is based upon one
primary assumption—that if the United States enters a
war, this wor must be terminated as quickly and as suc-
cessfully as possible.”

What Big Business Hopes for

That is one of the main reasons why Big Business, de-
spite its explanation to the capitalist class that Roosevelt’s
New Deal has now been converted into a War Deal for
their benefit, still desires more direct control of the govern-
ment apparatus. A short, snappy war, with the slaughter of
American workers not great enough to have repercussions
at home beyond the scope of the police, the National Guard,
-and the F.B.1L,, and a huge shakedown of war orders and
war profits at the expense of the people—that is the best
variant Big Business can see and the one it is dealing its
cards to secure.
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BIG COUNCILMANIC VOTE SEEN
SURE FOR SHACHTMAN AND PAINE

Position on War Clear—Drive to Get on
Ballot Enters Final Lap

. N
NEW YORK CITY, Sept. 28—With many times the number of
signatures l€gally required to nominate a candidate for the Coun-
cilmanic elections already secured, according to reports of can-
vassers in the Bronx and with Manhattan canvassers going into
the last 1ap of their campaign with every chance to end up not
far behind the Bronx campaigners, the nomination of both candi-

Anti-War Candidates Ask ALP to Muke Its

Party was virtually assured to-
day.

"Max Shachtman of the Bronx
will begin a street by street tour
of the Bronx beginning tomor-
row night, presenting the anti-
war program of the Socialist
Workers Party before the vot-
ers of his borough. The sympa-
thetic manner in which work-
ers have welcomed the canvas-
sers presages a big vote for the
candidate of the Socialist Work-
ers Party.

War Post for Mayor?
Meanwhile there were indi-
cations from Washington, D.C.,
that Mayor LaGuardia, a men-
ber of the American Labor
Party, is being groomed for the
post of Secretary of War. In
the eyes of Big Business La-
Guardia makes an ideal candi-
date for the post—loyal to the
marrow to Wall Street, an ef-
ficient administrator, and bless-
e with a liberal record that
should make him more accept-
able to the working class than
an out and out Morgan hire-
ling.

‘“The American Labor Party
iz still silent on any declara-
tion of opposition to the second
world war and opposition to
Roosevelt’s and LaGuardia’s
plans to plunge the TUnited
States into this war,”” candi-
dates Max Shachtman and

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)

dates of the Socialist Workers®

CHRYSLER VOTE
SIGNS FINISH
TO MARTIN

DETROIT, —A smashing
victory for the. CIO Auto
Workers union against the
Homer Martin AFL outfit
was recorded this week in
the National Labor Rela-
tions Board elections of the
Chrysler Corp. employes.

The CIO union was chosen
by 40,564 out of 50,504 work-
ers who voted to represent
them through exclusive bar-
gaining rights.

This practically finishes
off the dual union of the AFL
in this field under the direc-
tion of Homer Martin,

NOTICE

The ‘Night in Harlem’ un-
der the auspices of the Na-
tional Negro Department
has been postponed from
Saturday, October 7th until
October 14th. Tickets are
available at the National Of-
fice, and through the party
branches. Tickets already
purchased will be honored
on the 14th.

TWO LEADING
(P MILITANTS
JOIN THE SWP

Leroy and Rice De-
nounce Stalinism For
Reactionary Role

Two more leading militants
of the Communist Party have
broken with Stalinism and join-
ed the Socialist Workers Pax;-
ty. Both have been active in
the Yorkville (N.Y.) C.P. for
many years. Comrade Sidney
LeRoy was the  Yorkville sec-
tion organizer of the party,
taught for a few years in the
Workers’ School and was a Na-
tional Organizer and member
of the National Committee of
the American Friends of the
Soviet Union. He had also been
a candidate of the party for lo-
cal offices in 1933 and 1934.

Comrade Sarah Rice, mem-
ber of the party since 1928, was
organization secretary o its
Yorkville section, organizer and
member of the Joint Board of
the Workers Alliance, national
organizer and member of the
American Friends of the Soviet
Union. In the city and state
elections of 1933 to 1936 inclu-

sive she was a party candidate
for various offices.
We welcome these comrades
into our ranks and join with
them in the appeal to all mili-
tants of the Communist Party
to repuliate Stalinism and join
the ranks of the genuine fight-
ers against imperialist war and
capitalism, the Socialist Work-
ers Party.

(The statement of Comrades
Rice and LeRoy appears on

page 3 of this issue.)

Roosevelt War Deal Resorts to
Subterfuges in Face of Growmg
Mass Opposition to the War

By a vote of 16 to 7, the Senate Foreign Relations Committee adopted last Thursday the
Pittman resolution embodying the next steps in Roosevelt’s plan to involve the United States

in the imperialist war raging in Europe.

The determination of the Administration to line up this country with Anglo-French im-
perialism has already been shown by many actions taken by the President, most spectac-

The First Victim of
The W ar---Democracy

AN EDITORIAL

The Roesevelt crowd is whooping it up for another war
to “make the world safe for democracy.”

All the healthy, progressive feelings of the people, above
all their uncomprjom-is-ing hatred of Hitlerism, are being
cunningly exploited to promote American participation in
a new sléugh-ter.

For “democracy”

' Nonsense! Even that skimpy, limited, distorted democ-
racy that exists in the United States will be the first victim
of America’s entry into the war.

Here is another proof of this, if more were needed. It
comes from an “authoritative’” pen—the pen of General

Hugh S. Johnson. Without agreeing with him in all points,-

we quote excerpts from his column in the New York
World-Telegram of Sept. 26, 1939, in which he deals with
the question of “democracy’s” fate in Canada:

“Canada today is a good pre-view of what may happen
to.a great American, Anglo-Saxon democracy when it goes
to war. Its democracy is abandoned. It has barely sampled
war, but Magna Carta is already in the ash can and the
Bill of Rights is out the window.

“Freedom of speech, press and radio is gone. Canadians
aren’t going to bother with elections—so representative
government is gone. "Manufacture and selling are being
put under a litense system. Taxes are automatically zoom-
ing—so propérty rights and liberty of contract are going.
The government is getting ready to regulate practically all
economic relations by dictatorial decree. The appalling to-
tal of all this seems to make Hitler a piker and Mussolini a
maundering monk. . . ‘

“And yet Canada has laid the horror in Europe on our
very doorstep. She is going across the Atlantic Ocean to
fight Hitler. Canada is a sovereign nation. She isn’t threat-
ened any more than we are—which is not at all. If she
isn’t an “aggressor,” what is she?

“And where do we stand? If the enemy she has chosen
to attack in Europe counter-attacks her here, hasn’t our
President said that we would not “stand idly by”’? That
may not spell an “offensive-defensive” alliance, but, from
the ground of our interests, isn’t it something much worse?
We haven’t any engagement from Canada to defend us,
buit this sounds like our engagement to defend her, no mat-
ter what her fault may be. The Monroe Doctrine requires
no such absurdity.

“Did Canada consult us on a course of war that might
thus bring us in, regardless of our wish or interest? Our
people haven't heard about it if she did. But is it conceiv-
able that she would go to war in these circumstanges with-
out consulting our government? If she did, what was the
answer?

“Who makes the decisions that raise our obligation to
fight? Is it Canada or the British Empire, or some impul-
sive promise of our President or anything at all, short of
the Congress of the United States representing the will of a
majority of 130,000,000 people? If we do not remain neu-
tral, cautious and alert, it may be.”

oular of which is the pledge

that the United States will de-
fend .one of, the belligerent
powers—Canada—in case it is
attacked.

Pittman’s Exceptions

It now seeks to lift the arms.
embargo and establish a fake
“cash-and-carry” plan under
the guise of neutrality. While
even an air-tight bill providing
that the warring powers ecan
purchase goods (including
arms, airplanes, etc.) only if
they pay cash and transport.
the goods on their own ships
would help the Allies—Ger-
many neither has the cash nor
can its ships break through the
English blockade—the Pittman
bill includes *‘“exceptions”
which further aid the Allies and-
threaten early American par-
tieipation in the war.

In accordance with the bill,
the President may extend nine-
ty days credit to a warring
power if he finds ‘‘such action
will serye the commercial or
other interests of the Unijted
States or its citizens. . . .”

Further the same section of
the bill [section 7(a)] while
prohibiting longer credits to
the government of any state at
war or subdivision or agent of
such a government, does not
exclude long term credits to*

of the belligerent powers.

In explaining this part of his
resolution, Senator Pittman
stated according' to the New
York Times (Sept. 29)- summa-
ry:

‘“He said, however, that any
nation in default of payment of
short-term credits could contin-
ue, under the act, to buy goods
for actual cash in the United
States. He added, also, that the

language did not cover the mat-

‘CASH AND CARRY’
Means: Cash in on
War Orders; Carry

The American People} .

Into the Boss War

ter of credit arrangements be-
tween private firms or persons
in the United States and pri-
vate concerns in the warring
countries, but only dealing be-
tween American nationals and
agencies of foreign govern-
ments.”’

‘“Cash’’ Aspect Phoney
The discretionary powers of
the President to extend credit
and the ability of ‘‘‘private”
corporations in the belligerent
nations to get more extended
credit in this country makes a
farce of the ‘‘cash” aspect of

the bill.

So also, though the Pittman
resolution prohibits American
vessels from carrying passen-
gers, articles or materials to
the warring countries, it makes
an exception of ‘“transportation
on lakes, rivers, and inland wa-
ters bordering on the United
States, and as to transportation
on or over lands bordering on
the United States. . . . "’ In oth-
er words, American vehicles

(Continued on Page 3)

Ballot

LET THE PEOPLE
VOTE ON WAR

private citizens or corporations _
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Big Business Primes lise

(Continued from Page‘l)

The confidential report of the Tax Research Institute
devotes considerable space to the analysis of price control
under the military dictatorship and the ways and means for
those on the inside to avoid those controls.

“Certain conditions in War, particularly in the early
stages, disturb the price structure. Among the things which
contribute to this are unusual Government demands, dim-
inished available supply for civilian use, reckless Govern-
ment buying, high cost production because of the employ-
ment of unskilled workers, increased insurance, interest
and tax rates, restriction of essential imports, and inflation
of the currency.”

Right Kind of “Price Control”

This paragraph was written evidently in the light of the
experience of the last World War. Huge government or-
&érs were given out at enormous profit to individual capi-
talists; colossal fortunes were made on shoe-string invest-
ments by members of the Sixty Families; billions in profits
were rolled up by the giant corporations. Some of the scan-
dals that were uncovered after the war censorship had been
lifted rocked the entire nation.

“The exact method of price control has not yet been de-
termined; this is one of the problems now before the re-
cently appointed War Resources Board.”

And since this Board is composed of high-paid agents of
Wall Street closely connected with the Morgan interests,

" the members of the capitalist class are assured of just the

kind of “price control” that gwill dovetail most nicely with
the profit side of the ledger.

The confidential report analyzes the various means of
price control now being considered by the War Resources
Board and comments as follows: .

“Uniform unit prices, slightly above the bulk line of cost,
will be prescribed for basic commodities and raw mater-
ials, except where it is manifestly to the national interest
[ That is, Wall Street’s interest—].H.] to prescribe a grad-
ed scalé of prices based on differences in most. A graded
scale of prices if carried out in full detail, is practically a
cost-plus system and gives an incentive to wasteful and in-
efficient management. Moreover, this method involves la-
borious investigations, is difficult to apply, and provides op-
portunities for fraud and evasion. [There it is, in black
and white!—J.H.] The single-price policy, allowing dif-
ferentials for quality, transportation, and margins between
producers and dealers, makes less of a departure from
normal business conditions and is less complex in its ad-
ministration. [Requires less complicated bookkeeping to
cover up the abnormal take in profits—J.H.]”

Bosses Guaranteed THEIR Cut

But whatever the systetn employed in the light of pro-
paganda needs, the capitalist is guaranteed his cut in the
lucrative flow of war profits:

“In the determination of prices, a Commission to be
appointed in the event of war, will be guided by the fact
that just compensation must be allowed. [Must be!—].H.]

With this in view, the Commission may base its decisions
as to price or profits on whichever of the following it
deems to be most desirable in each case:

“(a) Profits earned by the industry or the commercial
activity concerned over a pre-war period to be specified by
the Commission. )

“(b) The cost of producing the last unit of the indis-
pensable amount of the commodity required by the war
programs, either throughout the industry as a whole or
upon a regional or territorial basis.

“(c) Prevailing market prices.

“(d) Actual cost of production plus a reasonable return
on capital.”

The meat of this juicy capitalist nut can be extracted
merely by understanding one basic fact: the Commission
to decide on the control will be Wall Street appointees;
Wall Street will decide what constitutes “reasonable re-
turn on capital”; and Wall Street will define what it means
by “cost.” (Items such as rent paid oneself, salaries to
vice-presidents, interest on “loans,” etc., or fake costs paid
a holding company, give complete license in this field.)

Under the heading: “The Safeguards Assured Business
wm Price Control,” the confidential bulletin remarks that
“Government contractual relations are to be so adminis-
tered as to insure the contractor against undue risks inci-
dent to war-time production.”

Wall Street will be insured by the government against
war-time risks! Its profits will be guaranteed! As for the
workers herded into the Army and shipped over to Europe

lf for War Profii;

to do the “insuring,” their lives, wounds, and suffering can

be counted s no more than the usual premium necessary
for that insurance.

War Hysteria First, Profits Next

“All Prices Can’t Be foed,” remarks tWé confidential
bulletin, and it adds the following inside tip for the better
understanding of the members of the capitalist class:

“T.R.I. Observation: One of the important observations
that the Army and Navy Munitions Board has made in its
study of prices control is that prices cannot be controlled,
except where there exists physical control over the goods or
services. The problem of enforcement is the one greatest
obstacle to the imposition of a ceiling over all prices. The
Board concedes that there probably never can be established
a sufficiently powerful body to control all prices, even if it
were desired.” :

There is the nub of the whole “price control” systen.
Wall Street does not desire to control prices or profits. If
public opinion makes necessary a certain smoke-screen call-
ed “government control,” every capitalist is assured that it
won’t hinder his profit-taking in the slightest. In fact, on
the contrary, the government will guarantee his profits.

Small wonder that Roosevelt is working day and night
to whip up the war hysteria that will plunge the United
States into this second World War and give the itching
fingers of Wall Street as soon as possible the golden feel
of WAR PROFITS!

[The last of the series of four articles on the sui)ject
will appear in the next issue of the Socialist Appeal.l
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Jn the
Jabon

Unions
—By B. J. WIDICK=

Until recently, British labor
leaders were recognized uni-
versally as peers in the fine art
of selling out the interests of
the workers under the guise of
obtaining a victory. Cooperat-
ing with the ‘‘enlightened”
British ruling class, the labor
fakers did quite splendidly. Re-
wards of knighthood and baron-
age testify to that fact.

However, we are willing to

" risk the charge of chauvinism

and, state plainly that in this
art the American labor bureau-
cracy, assisted by the clever
Mr. Roosevelt, is now surpass-
ing its British prototype.

In England, the labor fakers
ahd their masters slipped up
badly. in chaining the union
movement to the war machine.
His Majesty’s Minister of Sup-
ply, Leslie Burgin, advised
poorly by dull labor leaders,
forgot to consult officially with
the trade union movement on
war production.

Roosevelt Strategy
Meeting only with big busi-
ness representatives, the Min-
ister of Supply ignored certain
inevitable problems which arise
in war production; maladjust-
ments, unemployment in some
industries, speed-up, working
hours, etc. The result was wide-
spread dissatisfaction among
union men, and this week the

' ‘General Council of the Trades

Union Congress is conferring to
handle the problem. Labor rep-
resentation will be demanded
and probably granted. But the

.seeds of dissent have been

sown.

In America, some naive peo-
rle have been quite concerned
that President Roosevelt would
make the similar ‘‘mistake.”
Mr. Roosevelt recently appoint-
ed a War Resources Board,
which was ballyhooed as the
controlling body of American
industry for war.

Liberals were shocked by the
composition of this Board. Four
men from the House of Morgan,

" including Edward ° Stettinius,

president of U.S. Steel, were
selected. And no representative
of the labor movement was
among the committee of seven.

Both the CIO and the AFL
top leaders worked up a right-
eous indignation over this omis-

_ sion. John L. Lewis. thundered

forth in his Olympian fashion.
William Green preached his
usual sermon on democracy
and labor’s rights.

Friendly correspondents,
sympathetic columnists, and
“léft-wing’’ New Dealers kept
a steady barrage of criticism
against the personnel of the
War Resources Board.

Victory or Fake?

This week Roosevelt an-
nounced that the Board would
make a report and then go out
of existence in a few weeks.
WAR INDUSTRIES BOARD
TO GO! UNDER FIRE AS RE-

ACTIONARY! said the head-
* lines.
What a ‘‘victory” for labor

and the true democrats! This

ispeech for the next few weeks

in the camp of Roosevelt sup-
porters. Labor probably will
get a representative on a new
board. Maybe two, one from
the CIO and one from the AFL.

No British muddling through
in the Roosevelt strategy. It’s
as slick as a whistle. For
Roosevelt kills two birds with
one stone. General Hugh John-
son, who had a little experience
in these matters during the
world war, let the cat out of the
bag before Roosevelt finished
his magic act.

Road to War

The selection of the Morgan
men was a deliberate move,
calculated to arouse antagon-
ism against the present War
Industries Board. Taint it with
Morgan-British world war in-
famy! Keep labor off. Give the
liberals and labor fakers a
rhoney issue to howl about.
“This isn’t demdcracy. Labor
isn’t represented.’’

The pillow fight rages. Then
Roosevelt calmly announces
the dismissal of the Board. He
retreats before f‘progressive”’
pressure. A riew board is chos-
en, Labor is represented! Lew-
is and Green claim a big ‘‘vic-
tory.”” Liberals cry that this
proves America is really fight-
ing a war for democracy.

And labor’s rights are stran-
gied by this ‘‘victory.”’” For this
very victory spells the road to
war, with Lewis and Green
showing the way.

Stalin Signs “Friendship
Agreement” with Hitler

(Continued from Page 1)
representatives of the two gov-
ernments. Although the new
Stalinist line in this and other
countries declares that the war
is an imperialist struggle on
both sides and should not there-
fore be supported by the work-
ers in any of the belligerent
countries, the protocol state-
ment lays the basis for a new
turn-about-face. It states textu-
ally:

New Statement

“After the German Reich
government and the Govern-
ment of the Soviet Russian Re-
public have definitely settled
by the treaty signed today the
question resulting from disin-
tegration of the Polish State,
thus creating a safe foundation
for lasting peace in REastern
Europe, they unanimously ex-
express the opinion that it
would correspond to the true
interests of all peoples” and
make and end to the war exist-
ing between Germany on the
one hand and England and
France on the other hand.
Therefore, both governments,
if necessary in conjunction with

one of the befriended nations,

JOHNSON ARTICLES ON THE NEGRO
AND THE WAR IN PAMPHLET FORM

The pamphlet is entitled
“Why the Negroes should Op-
pose the War.”

This pamphlet consists of the
articles that appeared in the
Appeal under the heading of
‘““The Negro and the War’ by
J. R. Johnson. It has been re-
vised for pamphlet publcation.
It is to be published by Pioneer
Fublishers «nd will contain 32
pages, at 5 cents a copy.

For Mass Sale

The pampilet is admirndly
suited for mass distribution. In
very straightforward and sim-
ple language, it details the
crimes of American ‘‘democ-
racy’’ against the Negro people.
It shows that the Negroes have
all do not need much agitation
tc understand that, at least as
far as they are concerned, any
war that Roosevelt drags Amer-
ica into will not be for democ-
racy, because over 90% of them
enjoy no democracy of any
kind.

To the Negroes, however, it
would seem that although they
are very clear in their own
minds about the fraud of a war
for democracy, their situation
as a minority makes it difficult
for them to struggle adequately
against the war. The pamphlet
shows that millions of Africans
in.Africa, Indians in India, In-
do-Chinese, and the other op-
pressed colonial peoples, are
for the most part subjects of
‘‘democracies,” e.g.; Britain
and France. Comprising hun-
dreds of millions of people in
the world today these colonials
have even less cause than the
American Negroes to support
Britain and France in a so-
called war for ‘‘democracy’’,
which in reality will mean their
further enslavement.

But the American Negro has

: will be the theme of every,allies, not only among thé colo-

e

nial peoples, but also among
the white workers in Britain, in
France, in Germany, and in
America. An increasing num-
ber of workers in America, as
elsewhere, are beginning to see
that capitalist ‘‘democracy’’ of-
fers them so little that it is not
worth dying for. The war the
iworkers must fight is the war
jagainst their oppressors in
their own country.

The pamphlet shows that cap-
italist democracy is bankrupt,
that it leads inevitably to fas-
cism and war, and that only by
breaking the power of the cap-
italist oppressors is there any
possibility of that economic
well-being wthout whidh social
and political equality is impos-
sible. There is adequate treat-
ment of the savage discrimina-
tion practised against Negro
soldiers during the last war for
‘““‘democracy’’. All through the
pamphlet the contradictory and
treacherous role of the C.P. is
exposed.

The last few pages deal with
the struggle against war as
part of the struggle against
capitalism and outlines the
methods by which Roosevelt
can be prevented from driving
America into war. They show
also how, even if Roosevelt suc-
ceeds. in his war-making, the
anti-war struggle should then
be intensified as the only way
by which the war can be
brought to as speedy a close as
possible.

Workers’ Educational
Forum
presents
ALBERT GOLDMAN
on
“EUROPE IN FLAMES”’
Friday, Oct. 6—8:30 p.m.
at 810 Locust St.,
Philadelphia, Pa.

‘'will direct their joint efforts to-
ward searching this aim as
soon as possible. But should the
efforts of both governments
fail then the fact would be es-
tablished that England and
France are responsible for the
continuation of the war, and in
case of continuation of the war
the Governments of Germany
and Soviet Russa will consult
each other regarding the netes-
sary measures.’”’

In a brief period of time,
therefore, the Stalinist line has
passed through two breath-tak-
ing changes.

Less than two: months ago, it
announced that the world was
divided into two groups, one
composed of the ‘‘peace-loving’’
powers like England and
France, and the other compos-
ed of the ‘“‘war-loving aggres-
sors” like Germany. The Stal-
inists of course favored the for-
mer and called for war against
the latter.

Following the Hitler-Stalin
pact, this point of view was
dumped qut of the window and
a new one proclaimed which is
still advocated in the local Stal-
inist press, namely, that Eng-
;land and France on the one
side, and Germany on the oth-
er, are both imperalist war-
mongers and that democracy
versus fascism is not in any
way the issue involved in the
war.

Germany—‘‘Peace Lover’”’

Now, with the new Ribben-
trop-Molotov statement, dictat-
ed entirely by Hitler, the line is
that Germany is the ‘‘peace-
loving”’ power and that Eng-
land and France are the ‘‘war-
loving' aggressors” who have
no good and sufficient reason..
now that Poland has been carv-
ed up!—to continue the war ag-
ainst Germany.

From wheh the conclusion is
to be drawn that if England
and France refuse to make
peace on Hitler’s terms—which
they surely will refuse to do,
in view of their determination
to scotch their now menacing
imperialist rival—it is they al-
one who are responsble for the
continuation of the war, where-
as Hitler’'s skirts are clear of
any such responsiblity.

How speedily the local Stal-
inst press will adjust itself to
the new commandment of Hit-
ler-Stalin and begin shouting
that the Hitler ‘‘peace pro*
gram deserves the support of
all the friends of democracy
and freedom, remains to be
seen. In any case, their latest
line that the war is imperialst-
ic on both sides, can not be se-
riously maintained by them
any longer. This is so not be-
cause the war is a war for ‘‘de-
mocracy,’”” as the professional
patriots and liberal war-mon-
gers in this country and else-
where contend, but because the
Ribbentrop-Molotov pronounce-
ment makes it impossible for
the Stalinists to carry their
brief ‘‘revolutionary’’ pretenses
any further.

Estonia Forced in Line

Coincident with the second
trip of Ribbentrop to Moscow,
the Stalin clique proceeded to
clamp down on Estonia and to

i
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make threatening gestures in
the direction of Rumania. A
number of the most bare-faced
pretexts were cooked up by
the Moscow bureaucracy for
intimidating the pefty Estonian
ruling class into submission to
Stalin’s demands. After the in-
vention of a few classic ‘“‘in-
cidents’” about ‘‘attacks’ on
the Soviet fleet and ‘‘threats”
to Russia’s security, the Krem-

lin forced Estonian Foreign

Minister Karl Selter to capitu-
late.

Stalin obtained naval and air
bases for Soviet military fore-
es at Paldiski and on the isl-
ands of Oesel and Dagoe, as
well as the right to keep a
standing Red Army of 25,000
men on Estonian territory.

The tiny Baltic republic, hith-
erto a vassal of British or
French imperialism, or both,

khas thus passed under what

amounts to the effective dom-
inion of the Stalinist bureau-
cracy. It is expected that steps
will be taken' in the near fu-
ture by Hitler and Stalin to di-
vide the rest of the Baltic
countries between them, with
Latvia in all likelihood passing
to Stalin and Lithuania, which
has been more or less under
Hitlerite tutelage since the
seizure of Memel, passing more
openly under the dominion of
the Third Reich.

SEE BIG VOTE

|AHEAD FOR SWP

CANDIDATES

Anti-War Candidates
Ask ALP to Make Its
War Position Clear

(Continued from Page 1)

George Lyman Paine of the
Socialist Workers Party declar-
ed today in a joint statement.
- Clear Stand Needed

‘“Officials of a lahor party
who attempt to support this im-
perialist war may enjoy a brief
and fleeting popularity as part
of a waye of war hysteria, but
when that wave passes it will
leave all those parties who sup-

NEWSSTAND- SALES
WEEK’S HIGHLIGHT

New York’s efforts to stimu-
late the circulation of the So-
cialist Appeal on newsstands is
the main development of the
past week., Abe Miller, City
Literature Agent, has laid out
the following steps to insure
the development of this work,
and particularly during the pe-
riod of the election campaign in
which the local Party is partic-
ipating. As evidence of the im-
provement in some sections in
newsstand sales, the Bronx
Borough reports that one news-
stand sold 38 copies of an issue,
and one Brownsville, Brooklyn,
newsstand sold 17 copies on the
second day the paper was plac-
ed. The methods being utilized
in New York are: ’

ported the war stranded, and
faced with certain disintegra-
tion. ¢
‘“Uncompromising opposition
tc the imperialist war, not only
in words but in action, and es-
pecially after the United Statées
is in, is the only possible plat-
form a political party of the
working class can take. That is
the position of the Socialist
Workers Party. It is high time
that the American Labor Party
came out in the open and de-
clared publicly that it opposes
LaGuardia, the new candidate
for S ecretary of War, and
Roosevelt and the war-monger-

ing policies of both of them.”

OCTOBER NEW INTERNATIONAL
DISCUSSES SECOND WORLD WAR

“The Second World War'’ is the feature article of the October
number of The New International, now off the press and on
sale. The Editors enter into an examination of the imperialist

war and pose several problems,

among them: ‘“What is the War

About?’’, “Who Is Responsible for It?"’, “Why Must the United

States Enter the Conflict?,” ‘‘Is
This a War for Democracy?”’
and ‘“‘How Will the War End?”’

A second feature article is by
Leon Trotsky, entitled, ‘Trots-
kyism and the P.S.0.P. (Work-
ers and Peasants Party of
France),” an answer to Mar-
ceau Pivert, Secretary of the
P.S.0.P.

Other significant garticles con-
cern themselves with the War
Referendum, the Negro Ques-
tion, Palestine, Bolivia, India,
etc. The complete table of con-
tents of this very fine number
of The New International is as
follows:

1. Let the Readers Decide.

2. The Second World War,
by the Editors.

3. “Trotskyism” and the
P.S.0.P., by Leon Trotsky.

4. The Friends of the War
Referendum, by Hal Draper.

5. Negro Slavery in North
America, by George Novack.

6. British Imperialism in In-
dia: A Chart of the Exploitation
of 375,000,000 People, by Sher-
man Stanley.

7. The Socialist Crisis in
France.
CORRESPONDENCE

8. Rebuttal on the Palestine
Question.

9. A Letter from Bolivia.

10. Kronstadt Again.

11. Whitewashing the P.O.U.-
M., by Douglas Conley and
Mary Wills.

BOOKS
12. Organizing Negro Labor,

-lby B. J. Widick.

A limited quantity of the Oc-
tober number has been printed.
Those desiring copies should
arrange to purchase or to sub-
scribe at once. Single copies
are 20c; the subscription rate is
$2.00 per year.

Address:’

The New Intekrnational
116 University Place
New York, N. Y.

FUN and GAIETY
at a

NIGHT in HARLEM
Sat., Oct. 14, 9 p.m.

at the

Mimo Club

2237 Seventh Avenue
Tickets: 50c

On Sale At:
S.W.P., 116 University Pl
‘ Auspices:

National Negre Department,
Socialist Workers Party

WANTED

5 BICYCLES to help build up
the Socialist Appeal news-
stand routes. Anyone willing
to loan or donate a bicycle
should get in touch immedi-
ately with the Labor Book-

shop,

116 University Place.

1. Bicycles wherever feasible
on route work.

2. Utilization of a car in the
mid-town and Lower East Side
areas.

3. A leaflet each week issued
in conjunction with newsstand
work. —

4. Assighment of conscien-
tious comrades to build up
newsstand circulation in their
neighborhoods.

SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE
WEAK SPOT

A weak spot, in New York, as
in many other localities, re-
mains, however, subscriptions.
This -applies also to the failure
to secure new and renewal sub-
scriptions sufficiently for The
New International.

In the past week 32 new sub-
scriptions were obtained and 13
renewal subscriptions in vari-
ous parts of the country. Henry
Schnautz of Evansville, Indi-
ana, made good on his promise
by sending in 6 new subscrip-
tions, while Chicago added an-
other 4. The subscription record
for the past week is as follows:

New Re-
newal

New York City 6
Stillwater, Minn.
Columbus
Worcester
Chicago
Plentywood
Evansville
Baltimore
Boston
Washington, D, C.
Fitchburg
Philadelphia
Detroit
St. Louis
St. Paul
Youngstown
Paterson
Houston
Miscellaneous

-

R O R SRy O Y T G L)

-t

32 13

It will be noted in these col-
umns that the smaller cities,
such as Worcester, Baltimore,
Fitchburg and Washington, D.-
C., have systemativally sent in
subscriptions weekly. Of the

stronger Party locals, St. Paul

and St. Louis have done the
best job.

BUNDLE ORDER
SITUATION VARIES
New Castle, Pennsylvania

has increased its bundle order
to 10 copies.

Fresno, California, too, has

made another advance, in-
creasing its bundle order to 10.
Also 'in' Gloversville,

of the Communist Party re-
signed from the party, a bun-
dle order has been placed for
the paper.

In the Akron and Barberton,
Ohio area systematic efforts
to stimulate circulation have
gone forward apace. The new

agent in Akron is Anthony Car--

lyle.

In the bundle orders Oakland,
California has reduced its or-
der from 40 to 30, while under-
going a reorganization of its

literature department; but un--

der Comrade E. M.,.the nomin-
al reduction actually is an im-
provement im ‘the real sales
and circulation of the paper,

and increases can be expected

soon again,

Toledo, Ohio, has increased
its bundle order from 20 to 25
copies per issue.

Los Angeles, finding it neces-
sary to reorganize its literature
department, has reduced its
regular bundle order for a few
weeks from 200 to 100 and has
placed Comrade Glover in
charge of the work as full-time
literature agent. The section
Executive Commttee is hopeful
of mobilizing the membership
more frequently in Red Sun-
days, as well as week night mo-
bilizations for house to house
sales in various territories and
also to place the paper on news-
stands and special street sales,

etc. The New International cir-

culation appears to have been
stabilized and subscriptions
consistently improved under
the direction of Harry Baker.

Minimum Guaranteed

Earnings!!
WANTED—Men,

and Students
to sell the Socialist Appeal as
a part time job. Socialist Ap-
peal now selling very fast on
the streets. One dollar a day
guaranteed. Possible to make
much more. Apply all day
from 12 o’tlock on at 116

omen

Univergity Pl.,, Abe Miller.

JUSTOUT!!

“Why Negroes Should Oppose the War”
By J. R. Johnson

A message that affects the life of every Negro!
ORDER NOW!
[ ]

Price—5c¢ per copy. Bundle rates—10 to 50—3c per copy.
50 or more—2l%¢c per copy

SPECIAL RATES TO ORGANIZATIONS
]

PIONEER PUBLISHERS
116 University Place, N.Y.C.

New'
York, where several members

g
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BRANDED”—KARL MARX.

NEGRO QUESTION

By J. R. JOHNSON

The Negro and the War
19:4

But suppose the war does begin. What do we do then?
WE CAII{)II)KY ON THE STRUGGLE RELENT'LES.S-
LY THAN BEFORE. For capitalism here in America will
still be the chief enemy. Naturally we shall not b.e able to
fight in the same open manner as before. We will not be
able for instance, to hold an anti-war meeting. But in 2
factory some militant workers may propose a strike against
wage-cuts or oppressive conditions'. '

There will be traitors who will join the government and
capitalists in saying: “Now that there is a war we must
sacrifice for victory.” But all true fighters against t_he war
will refuse to accept this treacherous advice and will fight

Carry’ Plan

Speeds U. S.
War Entry

(Continued from Page 1)
may transport arms and air-
planes to Canada under the act.
And this is called a cash and
carry neutrality measure!

The subterfuges employed by
Roosevelt and his office boys in
the Senate are made necessary
by the existing overwhelming
sentiment of the masses ag-
ainst involving the United
States in the war. They must
proceed under the slogans of
keeping America out of war, for
neutrality.

MAX SHACHTMAN

Stalinist Bonapartism

J. G. WRIGHT

In January 1935, Leon Trot-
sky, analyzing the degenera-
tion of the Stalin regime, wrote:

“A diplomatic retreat before
the world bourgeoisie and be-
fore reformism; an economic
retreat before the petty bour-
geois tendencies within the
country; a political offensive
against the proletarian wvan-
guard—this is the three-fold
formula of the new chapter in
the development of Stalinist
Bonapartism.”

This chapter, approximately
from 1934 to August 1939, has
come to a close, punctuated, so
to speak, by the outbreak of
war, which in its turn opens a
new page not only in the degen-

eration of Stalinism but in the
history of mankind.

In the light of the foregoing
formula, I propose to draw a
preliminary balance sheet.

PURGES CRIPPLE
ECONOMIC LIFE

Little need be ‘said of the
Stalinist offensive against the
proletarian vanguard, which
unfolded in this period in a se-
ries of persecutions, frame-ups,
and murders unmatched in the
annals of history. The facts are
still fresh in the minds of all.
With the turn in diplomacy, the
bureaucratic .terror was imme-
diately intensified. After the as-
sassination of Kirov, the terror

ula ‘“‘increasing or lowering”’ is
purely rhetorical. The stress ix
on the increase. This is proved,
among other things, by the ex-
tremely brief interval set for
the collection of the tax, which
immediately goes into effect.

BUREAUCRACY EXEMPT
FROM TAXATION

The deadline set for the pay-
ment of the new tax is: Octo-
ber 1, November 1, and Decem-
ber 1, that is to say, from 60 to
90 days, and even less. On this
point Zverev is categoric. He
said: ‘“The People’s Commis-
sariats of the Federated Repub-
lics have the right to speed up
the time set for collection .of

. Roosevelt’s Plan was unlea,shed,. culminating in|payments . . . but by not more

as bitterly for the rights of the workers during the war as | Roosevelt expects that the v , . the l\lio:lclzow Tr1al§_, the ;ngsig- glan tox;g) month.” (Pravda,
. . inst war. adoption of the Pittman bill will g C t cre of the generations of Octo-|Augus -

before it. That is the way to fight against lead to a big boom in industry Lea LN l ltants 0 ommunis ber at home, and assassina-| Furthermore, the law pro-

engendered by large orders tions abroad (murder of Ignace |vides for the taxation not only

Many Ways to Fight War

There are many other ways which we cannot discuss in

. detail here. For instance, the Negroes can form small

groups who will discuss the anti-war struggle, d.istribute
leaflets against the war among themselves and their fellow
workers and friends, and cooperate with all others w_ho are
doing the same important work. Sorr}e cowax.‘ds will say
that this is against the law. Of course it is against the law,
But it is the capitalists who make the law. And l}e is a great
fool who obeys the capitalist law when he realizes the ne-

sity of fighting against capitalism.
cesThZ ;)esulgtr of f]l tghis will tI:e, that when the great bulk of
tHe people, black and white, begin to feel tl}e strain of the
war and begin to revolt against it, they will have leaders
and people who are well prepared. They w1.11 have organiza-
tions ready to lead the great masses in their assault against
the chief enemy, the enemy who is at home.

The workers and farmers, white and black, must never
forget this important fact. The statesmen and the pOlltlft—
.ians did not stop the last war. It was the workers of Russia

/ who brought Russia out, by the great revolution of Octo-

ber, 1917. And in November, 1918, it was the workers of
Germany who chased the Kaiser and his government out of
the country and brought the war to an end.. T}}at is what
we have to aim at. Fighting against the capitalists to pre-
vent them going into war, and if we fail to stop the:m, car-
‘rying on the fight to bring the war to a close as quickly .as
possible. And not only bring it to a close, but sweep away
capitalism altogether if we get the chance, and so prevent
this mass slaughter which is inseperable from the cursed
capitalist system. .

If America is dragged into the war, during th_e early
days the struggle against war will be difficult. It will seem
hopeless. But in Germany, in December 19'14, only one
man, Karl Liebknecht, raised his voice against the war.

Four years after, the great masses in Germany were fol-’

lowing the advice of Liebknecht and bringing the war to a
close by dealing with the enemy at home. At the‘begmmng
those who oppose may be few, but the masses w.11] come to
us in time as they came to Liebknecht. The mistake tha}t
the German workers made in 1918 was to change one capi-
talist government for another capitalist government, in-
stead of sweeping away capitalism and establishing a work-
ers’ government instead.

We Are International

In all this difficult work, the Negroes of America must
fake the lead. They have most to win. Similar work is’go-
ing on in every country at the present time., though nat_ur;_ﬂ—
ly the capitalist press does not publish it. The:' Socialist
Workers Party has brother parties in England, in France,
in Poland, in India, in Africa, in China, all over the
world who are carrying on this work. We recognize tha}t
this is an international struggle and therefore, our organi-
zation is international in scope. -

Lenin and Trotsky formed the Third International to
assist the workers, particularly in crises of this kind. .

But today Stalin has the Third International working

~ only to serve him in the bargains that he makes with im-

perialist governments like Hitler. One day the‘Stalinists
say to fight for democracy. That is because Stalm. wanted
an alliance with Britain. When Stalin joins with Hitler, the
Stalinists begin to say that the war is not a war .fo.r democ-
racy any longer, that it is a war between imperialist coun-
tries. That may sound allright but if Stalin changes to-
morrow, they will chdnge again. They are not leaders of

. the working class but agents of Stalin. They are particu-

larly dangerous because they use revolutionary wo.rds and
have a lot of money. That must be avoided like poison.

It is because of the treachery of the Third International
that genuinely revolutionary workers everywhere ha}re
formed the Fourth International. Negroes who see the sit-
uation clearly should join this party. The workers can nev-
er succeed without a powerful and clear-thinking revolu-
tionary party. But if a Negro does not feel that he wants

to join a revolutionary party today, that does not prevent,

him from joining or from forming an organiza‘tion. of
Negroes to fight against war. Such Negro organizations
will work side by side with all other groups who are fight-
ing against war in the only way this can be done, by fight-
ing against capitalism.

Real Enemy Is at Home

Negro men and women in every country, in America, in
the West Indies, in Africa; the Fourth International sum-
mons you to fight for your own liberation, for fu!l social,
political and economic rights in America, for the mdepen—
dence of Africa and the formation of Negro states in that
continent so long oppressed. The enemy of your freedom
and of your independence is capitalism. Do not support the
capitalist war. Fight the capitalists in peace, and fight them
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from Canada, England and
France. That the available cash
and restricted credits of the
Allies will soon be used up, ahd
that they will then ask for
more extended credits. The al-
ternative would then be a cri-
sis in indusfry' as a result of
the cessation of orders from
abroad or the extension of
large-scale, long-term credits.
Roosevelt feels confident that
at such a moment the senti-
ment of the masses can be
changed into support of the Al-
lies, including American mili-
tary intervention in the war to
guarantee payment of the cred-
its.

In the coming period there
will be heated debates in Con-
gress between the isolationist
forces and the Admnistration
supporters. Borah and his
friends will oppose the lifting of
the arms embargo. But they
are unable to rally the people
against the plans of Wall Street
and their agents in Washington.
They are for the defense of the
gystem of capitalist imperial-
ism, for increased armaments
and for ‘‘continental ‘defense.”
The pro-war forces know that
the opposition of the isolation-
ists will collapse like a house
of cards if they succeed in
dragging the U.S. into the war.
They know that these gentle.
men will be invaluable recruit-
ing sergeants under such condi-
tions,

A third force must intervene
to .stop Roosevelt’s dastardly
scheme: the organized might
of the working class and genu-
inely anti-war elements of the
country.

Party Resign to Join the S.W. P.

We who have been for many
years active members of the
Communist Party, after long
and careful analysis, have
come to the conclusion that the
CP has abandoned the revolu-
tionary ©positions based on
Marx and Lenin. We, therefore,
resigned from the CP on Sep-
tember 11. After an equally
careful examination of the pro-
gram of the Socialist Workers
Party we feel satisfied that it is
the only party adhering to the
class struggle program of
Marxism-Leninism. We there-
fore announce our agreement
and support of the program of
the Fourth International.

For the past few years we
have witnessed the shameless
and open support by the CP of
the. capitalist New Deal — the
blanket endorsement of the
Roosevelt strikebreaking poli-
cies that led to the sellout of
hundreds of thousands of WPA
workers who were ready for
militant strike action. While the
AFL members were on strike
against wage cuts and the
Woodrum Relief Bill signed by
the President which called for
the firing of 1,000,000 WPA
workers—the Workers Alliance,
through Herbert Benjamin, a
member of the National Com-
mittee of the CP, sent a declar-
ation to President Roosevelt in
which he $tated: ‘“The Work-
ers Alliance of America has a
|fixed policy with regard to

WORKERS’ FORUM

IN PRAISE OF
THE APPEAL

To The Editor

After reading the September
13 issue of the Socialist Appeal,
I believe your paper deserves
praise for your stand against
war. As a former member of
the Comunist Party, my res-
pects to the Socialist Appeal for
unmasking and exposing the
Browders and the henchmen of
slaughter-house Stalin here in
America.

Browder and his stooges
stand exposed before the mass-
es of America as the Number
One traitors to the American
working class. I shall do every-
thing in my power to unmask
and expose these enemies of the
toiling masses. It is the duty of
every sincere rank and file

Communist o come out and op-

enly denounce Stalin and his
henchmen in America for what
they really are.

The stooges of Browder in
this part of the country remind
me of a mud-turtle on dry land.
They have pulled in their necks
and are laying back like a
snake in the grass. Stalin has
sent them shadow-boxing but
this time the sincere American
workers will deliver the knock-
out puch to the Browders and
their type. As one who fought
against the World War of 1914,
my stand shall remain the
same as ever and that is . a
firm stand against war and the
war-mongers in this country—
the Browders included.

F. L.

Duluth, Minn.
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MASS MEETING

at

PARK

Auspices: Socialist Wer

1530 PITKIN AVENUE, BROOKLYN
FRIDAY EVE.—OCTOBER 6th, at 8:00 P.M.

ADMISSION 15¢

Max Shachtman

Edstor of the “Socialist Appeal” - |

speaks on

WAR & THE STALIN-HITLER PACT

the

PLAZA

kers Party of Brooklyn

against another. Fight again
home.

In Britain, in France, in
everywhere workers who do

the earth.

still more in war. Do not join with one group of capitalists

st both. The real enemy is at

Germany, in India, in China,
not see this today will see it

tomorrow. The united workers and farmers of the world
will oppose this bloody imperialist war to the bitter end.
We will seek to build the new society, in which all men ir-
respective of color or race, will be able to work in security
and peace, and with full enjoyment of the good things of

Tae END :

strikes and has not departed
from this policy in this in-
stance. We have not called any
strike and are not now calling
strikes of WPA workers.”
(Daily Worker, July 18, 1939).
In our opinion, by this state-
ment the CP, through the ac-
tion of its responsbile represen-
tatives in the Workers Alliance,
stands condemned as a strike-
breaker and a tool of the Roose-
velt Administration.

As far back as May 1937, we
had an experience in the York-
ville section of the CP which
served as an example—an eye-
opener—of the sabotaging tac-
tics with regard to strikes of
the CP. We refer to the well-
known sitdown strike of 130 cig-
armakers of the Auton-Bock
Cigar Co., located in the York-
ville district. When the strike
was brought to the attention of
the Section Buro by one of us,
the shop work director and the
section organizer remarked
that it involved only a few
workers and therefore did not
require discussion or action.
For taking the initiative in mo-
bilizing support for the strike
and for reporting the attitude
of the section organizer, one of
us was framed by the N.Y. Dis-
trict Committee of the CP as
a factionalist, removed as org-
anizer of the Workers Alliance,
and ‘‘deported’”’ to a different
section.

These policies which were a
brake upon revolutionary action
were explained by the CP as a
necessity in order to facilitate
the struggle against fascism.
Actually, in practice the CP
has been not merely passive
but an active collaborator with
the ruling class in paving the
way toward fascism in the U.S.
This can be seen by the action
of the CP on February 20 when
it ordered all its members and
sympathizers to stay away
from the counter-demonstra-
tion called by the Socialist
Workers Party. By calling this
counter-demonstration the SWP
showed the correct way to
struggle against fascism. The
‘““democratic’’ LaGuardia po-
lice, while protecting Fritz
Kuhn and his followers, brutal-
ly attacked the anti-fascists.
This police brutality received
the praise of the CP. The Daily
Worker of February 22 last
printed a statement from May-
or LaGuardia: “I think the po-
lice did a very splendid job.
The meeting was held and
that’s that

That the CP and the CI had
no intention of fighting fascism
or putting up a real struggle
against war became clear with
the signing of the Hitler-Stalin
pact. We had always, and still
do, recognize the right of the
Soviet Union to make pacts

with capitalist powers, includ-
ing Hitler Germany. But we
refuse to accept a Stalin-Hitler
pact which means joint military
actions and joint ‘‘communi-
ques” about how Stalin’s troops
will mop up what Hitler's
troops have not yet finished.
Above all we refuse to accept
the latest turn in the policies
of the American CP as a result
of the pact. The American CP
has suddenly come out for
“‘neutrality’’ because it realizes
that the Soviet Union is today
allied with Nazi Germany. We
refuse to belong to a party
which bases its policies on the
maneuvers of the Kremlin for-
eign office, instead of the legi-
timate interests of the world
working class itself.

We came’ to realize that our
place was no longer in the CP.
We therefore took the first oc-
casion to express our disagree-
ment at a membership meeting.
At that meeting the pact was
hailed as a great victory for
peace, . as having strengthened
the defense of the Soviet Union.
In our criticism we pointed out
that the pact encouraged Hitler
to make war on Poland and was
a guarantee from Stalin to sup-
ply Hitler with raw materials
necessary to tarry on the im-
perialist war. We also stated
that defense of the Soviet Union
is ‘'not guaranteed by a pact
with Hitler or with the so-called
democratic governments of
Britain,” France and the U.S.
but by the international solidar-
ity of the working class. By this
we meant not defense of Stalin
and his bureaucracy but de-
fense of the workers state in the
Soviet Union. The "section or-
ganizer, the fuehrer of York-
ville, not having any convinc-
ing arguments in defense of the
infamous Stalin-Hitler pact, in-
dulged in the most contempt-
ible slanders and cheap name-
calling, such as ‘“fascist scum.”
Only yesterday rumors of any
pact between Germany-and the
Soviet Union were denounced

‘as fascist lies. Today when the

pact is a reality anyone who
does not applaud is called fas-
cist scum. This is Stalinist log-
ic.

These tactics indicate the
complete lack of democracy
that exists in the CP. The par-
ty maintains its rule over the
membership through a Tam-
many-like bureaucratic ma-
chine which is more and more
being exposed to the honest
members and sympathizers. To
those honest and intelligent
members who wish to emanci-
pate the working class, we ap-
peal to repudiate the CP and
join the Fourth International to
fight for Socialism.

SIDNEY LEROY
SARAH RICE

JAMES P,

The World in

Subscription for series: 75¢

War-;What For?

A Series of FOUR Friday Night Lectures

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 6—8:30 P.M.
The Aftermath—The Versailles Treaty

The Peace Which Prepared the New War
[ ]

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 13—8:30 P.M.

The Advance of Fascism
Causes Underlying the Triumphs of Hitler and Mussolini

. °
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20—8:30 P.M.

The Real Meaning of the Present War

IRVING PLAZA, Irving Place at 15th Street

CANNON

Flames Again

* Individual lectures: 25¢
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Purge upon purge followed
which beheaded the Red Army,
and crippled every sphere of
Soviet social, political and eco-
nomic life. Those executed
numbered tens of thousands:
those jailed, hundreds of thou-
sands, while not less than four
million were herded into GPU
barracks and concentration
camps. Far from insuring the
regime at home, this purge on-
Iy added so much tinder for the
explosive forces that have ac-
cumulated under the leaden lid
of Bonapartist oppression.

On the world arena, Stalin’s
retreat led swiftly to a capitu-
lation to the fascist wing of the
world bourgeoisie (the Stalin-
Hitler Alliance). It was preced-
ed by a capitulation to the
‘“‘democratic’’ wing of imper-
ialism (the Franco-Soviet Pact,
the Stalin-Liaval Communique,
the entry into the League of
Nations, the defense of the Ver-
sailles Treaty, the policy of the
People’s Fronts).

Thus, in a strictly limited
sense, it may be said that in
the political sphere Stalin was
able to draw his work to a con-
clusion,

THE COURSE OF
ECONOMIC RETREAT

But the economic retreat at
home has far from followed
this rectilinear course. If the
capitulation to the democratic
wing of the world bourgeoisie
was accompanied intérnally by

introduction of _Stakhanovism
(1935), the New Constitution
(1936), concessions to the peas-
antry (the right to trade, pri-
vately cultivated ‘“farm’’ strips,
ownership of land in perpetuity,
mild tax laws, ete.), and rigid
legislation against labor (De-
cember, 1938)—that is, if Stal-
in retreated hitherto before the
petty bourgeois tendencies
within the country, then the im-
mediate effect of the Stalin-Hit-
ler pact has beén to halt this
retreat.

In a preceding article, the
main features of this new de-
velopment were outlined. With
the belated arrival of Moscow
papers to this country, addition-
al data is now available on the
economic blind-alley of the
Stalin regime, and the mechan-
ics whereby it seeks to over-
come its newest crisis. The full
text of the new agricultural
law is not yet available—if it
ever will be!—neither are any
reports of the ‘‘discussion’’ that
took place at the sessions of
the Supreme Council. But we
do have now the text of the re-
port delivered by A. G. Zverev,
People’s Commissar of Fi-
nance, on this law.

The report is very brief, and
sets a new mark for evasive-
ness. Only from the Pravda ed-
itorial do we glean the fact that
the tax “for privately run en-
terprises amounts to 11-25% of
their income”. (Pravda, Aug-
ust 29).

Zverev’s report, which care-
fully circumnavigates this as-
pect of the new legislation, nev-
ertheless clearly indicates that
the actual tax is higher by as
much as one-third. The corres-
ponding passage from Zverev’s
report touching on this point
reads as follows:

“I shall not go into detail on
all these norms, but I must say
that this question—the question
of fixing the norms on various
staple crops demands excep-
tional attention and commen-
surate discussion on the part of
the Deputies of the Supreme
Council of the USSR. . . The
law gives the People’s Commis-
sariats of the Federated Repub-
lics the right to fix different
norms of (calculating) revenue
in various branches of agricul-
ture and various forms of sta-
ple crops with a view to in-
creasing or lowering the norms
envisaged by the law — up to
30% of these norms.” There is

internal evidence that the form-

of well-to-do peasants but even
‘““the income of (agricultural)
laborers and employes’” hither-
to exempt.

What social prop has the re-

the return to the market, the

gime to lean upon against the
inevitable reaction of the peas-
antry? The answer is supplied
by the exemption clauses in the
law. Apart from the aged, the
only ones exempt are, and we
cite Zverev verbatim:

“Not subject to the agricul-
tural tax are teachers and ag-
ronomists, zootechnicians, vet-
erinarians, doctors and barber-
surgeons, fertilizer specialists
and agricultural technicians,
engineers, chief mechanics, di-
rectors of the Mechanical
Tractor Stations, directors of
mechanical tractor shops and
directors of Sovkhozes; togeth-
er with the leading personnel of
the district—to the number of
not more than 30 persons to a
district. . .’ (idem).

In other words, Zverev mere-
ly lists the recently constituted
bureaucracy, in the rural are-

as. Such is the composition of

the new tops in Soviet Society.
It may not be superfluous to
quote from a report from Kiev
(the country’s granary) which
casts further light on the lead-
ing role of the new aristocracy.
In the report, which details the
progress of preparations for the
coming elections to the local
Soviets), it is stated: ‘““Great
activity was evidenced in the
regional conference of agita-
tors, at which about 600, were
present—teachers, agronomists,

‘doctors, the leading personnel

of the collectives.”
August 27),

A stratum of the population
that has its roots deep in the
petty bourgeoisie is the sole re-
maining prop of the regime!

A CLUE TO THE
RBUREAUCRACY’S SIZE

How reliable is this layer? It.
has all the vices of the classic
petty bourgeoisie and none of
its virtues, especially in terms-.
of training, efficiency and loy-
alty to the ruling regime that
characterizes the petty bour-
geoisie in capitalist countries.
In subservience alone do Stal-
in’s petty bourgeois cohorts
match their prototypes else-
where.

The numerical strength of the
bureaucracy has been one of
the most jealously guarded se-
crets of the regime. But the of-
ficial press now supplies us.
with a clue even in this sphere.
In an editorial devoted to the
preparations for the coming
elections to the local Soviets,
Pravda for August 27 states the
following: 1,300,000 Deputies
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