erzogs Legtslation to Ens!-ave South
~ African Natives. -

By J ames Shields (JQhannesburg) "

‘.. The proposed new native legislation of the South’ African
F'act Government which will shortly be bfought before Parlia-
ment' ‘is thoroughly an‘tl-work‘mg ‘class jin ~every respeet. ‘Not
only does it aim-at increasing the burden 6f oap'ntal'ist ‘exploita-
tion on the back ‘of the vast native population) ard -clears the
way ‘for an onslaught on the existing stamdards” of the¢ white
workers, The new legislation which "wilt' “be ~dealt wit'h at
the - fortheoming Parliaritentary - session - is ‘made ‘np = of the
four ' so-cafléd- nativie : bills which were! oﬁ;rthad Idst’ year by
General ‘Hertzeg. These* bills domprise " — Native * Disfranchise-
ment awnd'Representaﬂnon in ‘Parliament’ Bill; “Union ‘Native
Eou(rlloxBl “BH‘H ~Cofoured’ Persons ! ng Bill, ‘and the Native
and Bi A

‘1t has been ‘state@, by the Premler .and ofhers that these
four bills are 1o0.be, Omlsnd)erad solely as. oge piece of Tegislation,
and ithat no plartlcular bil], can’ be passed by .itsell byt must
be taken: in comunchon Wl’(h the Qﬂler three. What is the
ajm of ¢~1s new . r]egnsﬂ'atlve pohgy A’ brief examma,tlon of
{hie. varipus measures, is very JILus‘tratlye o
‘ Fiest of all the pro@osaﬂs mn@almed in the . Native - Dns-
franchise and Representation in Parliament Bill Jay -it - down
that the Cape native nate s to: be abolished, Up to the present
. time _this- vote is,the right of 'some fifteen .thousand natives in
the Cape Pravince.. wha- form a pmxlmadely a liftle less than
8: per cent of the. fotal. voters’ list fin that area. In. return
for . the taking -away of the Cape, tranghise .the native popu-
lation throughout S.  Africa; .is to be permitted to elect seven
Eurppeans; M. L, A’s-40. the House of Assembly, ¥t is signlifipant
ta. note, . however, that the said seyven M. L. A’s . will anly
be elgcted by Chiefs,  Headmen, and “ptber; promipent natives”
designated as electors by the Governor General. The seven
so elerted will have .no vpte on..questions. .of eonfidence.

Secondly, there ds the -Union. Native '€buneil ‘Bill which
provides “for the election of a Natiomal Council of Natives
compriigifig’ fi#ty members. ‘Of these fiffy - menibers fifteen are
to be Gavernment nominees the remainfing thirty five being
elected by the same “electors” who will vote for the: seven
M. L A% They will -have -no” power -to: wulecide : om serious
questions affecting the.native masses; byt will mereely be {pwing
to the nature of their delléction)ia eoterie of:Governurent. sup-
porters to assist in carvynngeu‘t Ofﬁi@al Gove«mment policy.

Thirdly, there is the C'q.‘qured Per.scms _Rights’ Bill whigh
is supposed to provlde the, oppontumty for’ the, Caxpe coloured
pegple (Eur-Ainicans) to attam an equal status in every respect
to tlat of the Europeans. In the first phace however fhis Bill
}ays it down that  only cqloured persqQns who' conform to a
European . stangard’ QL ‘qua will come Wn.thm the scppe,of the
Act. Tf @ coloured guan 4§, descemdﬁﬁ drom parenis one of whain
hapnens, tg. be san ‘aborigine . he. will.. be ' clissed yinder the
heading _of ““Natiye’, And : what .wlll be the nights ‘of those
coloured’ peaple whio come under the iscope of the Bifl?. Thcxe
is: mention made, but np. details.. stated of the p%ourgd people
being given social.” ecomomic .and pelitical  righis the same
as the Europeans. b3 the . Bill becomes law they rwy]l be_allowed
o vote for the return of one white M. for . the whale
of .the, eouniry, ‘b-u,t will. not- be permluted ,to \mﬂe glong . with
Eur: )Qg'ms for. B rl;a,menta.ry representatives,  This state of
aifaxrs is o remam in. force for seven years - .yfter whnch tlme
it may.be rewsqd i

Last of all comes the Natlve Land Bll] the re@l« Crux .gf
the - whale.. scheme. To wunderstand . the- pew. Land Bill it is
‘neceseaty to: know the gist of the. Smuts’ Land Act of 1913,
for: it sis mrecisely -uovon that Aoct. that -the -present Bill is
founded. The Sumst Land Aet of 4913 was -drawa w0 in the
interests of the big white land wonopalists ‘who shad . becoms
alarmed at native encroaehment in: various ,aren The 1913

.



‘Act was introduced. in order to:prohibit-and discourage native
land  acquisition, and to.relegate.the inatives: 4o the so-caled
reserved ;areas. To these: areas the 1913 Ack addeéd. nothing
but merely, jas it were, stabilised: their existence. It is signi:
ficant o, note that the native reserves are dotted aboutthe
varnious Provinces, presumably .with.a view ito preventing native
upity and -autonomy. G vt : v
~ .Now comes the Herizog Lapd .Bill’ which contains pro-
visions even more drastic than iglipredecessor of 1913. Not
only..dges it grant no more land .ito, natives hut rather: the
reverse, seeks to dake .away. some of the land they.already
have. It lays stress.on .the ifact: that ‘releaséd areas’. will be
thrown. open for competition: betwegen Ewropeans: and' natives.
What does this. actually,-mean? It wmenns. that the oppontunity
is given.to the big white jand monopolists o buy. out those
nadives who have succeeded iin  gstablishing: themselves.in these
sp-called released; .areas. Put into otherd words . it means. the
commencement of a whalesale ;. driving. of ‘natives from the
land altogether, for the natives will never. be able to..compete
successfully with the - whites for the purchase -of land..

- According o, the 1916 Year - .Bagk. - there were . over
1,600,000 -uatives . living ‘ini-European: areas; and that nwnber
must have., considerably. jncreased since, that period..Most oi
these elemenys will undoubtedly be-bought out,.and, the question
fherefore arises where can. they. possibly. wrn to? Cerdainly ' not
to the crowded -native locations -which have comfinually, shrumk
and -most of , which are - already _supporting  .something like
8C or 90.inhabitants to: the: square mile (in some:cases 200 to
the sq.mile), and consequently.are congested to the wtimost. In
any case the Government has fixed, a maxingam, acreage lor
each- tribe and Jaid it down that Jand can ounly be acquired
by tribes -or kindred groups and,not-by individuals. This pro-
cedure servies a dual:purpose,-for it not only .preveats individual
acquisition -of land, but it relegates  parlicular tribes to spegific
areias and so puls.a heavy ebstacle in.ihe way ol tribal fusjon.
Aga*i?nz—,.we ask the question, do-whege can these landless clements
turn? ;. R TN T P Tt RIP S T Py

In part two of:the Land Bill the answer is provided to
this . question. ' According #o,;part:2 of, the Bill,every native: who
cannot find @ijoothold on the land pr on the crowded reserves,
must .bécome. a, servant -on. any; terms; he,cam get. “For a native
to be, unemployed and homeless is a criminal: offepce” punishable
by law. From this ruling also. it kikewise.iollows that should
a native . langworker become dissatisfied with-his, employment
and-throw it up, he is liable to-be fhrown into gaol. So well
.calculated is the purpose,of the Government with regard o
flooding the land. with landless natives that it has. ingluded a
clause, whereby.(Government machinery is to be. set up 1o “pro-
vide for a. 4air’ distnibution . of, the labour force ;amongst
employers”. This spme machinery will also fungiion in wiping
qut; any, possihility.,of ;,one . employer’. oytbidding the. other {for
native tabour. In conjumction with these megsures however, it
is definitely .lwid: down, in the "Act.that each, farmer "is . entitled
to employ a. certain, nymber ol mative Labour. Tenants, the
Labour Tenant in, such case being. required tq render. to his
employer . ayearly .period. of :labour amounting to 180  days.
Truly the introduction of sesfdom. with.a vengepnce.. Again,
these Labour . Tenants will: be bound.by.contract (flis. contract
making itnecessary for the tenanf’s :denendengs. — wife, children
— contribiting theiir auotaiof work) and registered . as servants
for the puriposes-of the Masiers and Servants Act. The latter
ifem means that breach of contract renders the Labour Tenant
liable to proseecufion.y . ... . o . s ool v

What is likely to-be the effect of the legistation as:a whole?
And ewhat will ; its « practical rconsequences be? It can omly
work. out.in one :way, and -hadis by -intensifying cheap labour
competition:beth: on the Jand- and -in the industrial centres.
With ' huge native laboarv supply: let “loose on thewland the
sbywoners --and - landiess awvhités -will. be -driven  into the  towns
it search of work, and . consequentlywill : be.used as:a- lever
‘for. depnessing -exisling -standards. Labour conditioms of labour
“temants and +their dependents: (child labour) will likewise render
thousants . of .natives superfluous. insithe. domain  of agriculture,
and force them also imio the towns, forming, a dangerous
compaeiiion:to the workers-in industry,. . <., o ,

5 Such ig; the policy ef the .Lapour-Nationalist Government
(the Pact), a policy which aims at ilooding the labour market
-with, ¢heap magive labour.and further concentrating the owner-
ship ol dand in.the hands:of a few. Thig is the menace which
Jangs over the heads of (e, South Alrican: masses. How are




they preparing to combat jt?' Unfortunately the mast importat
seatibns - of the ‘fabour movemert, - the Trade Unions, lappear
to be still fast asleep. Not so the Labour ‘Pirty, however, ‘which
definitely takes up ‘the cudgels on the master c,lass";beha‘f!iby
spreading the illusion ithat the proposed legislation is a schethe
for giving land to the natives and’ segrepating them adpart
from the whites %o develop ol their own lmnes. %hls ‘falsehaod
has-been repudiated by no less thian thé-Government Secretary
for Native Affairs;” Major Herbst; who opénty dectared’ that
“lerpitorial segregation is & dead question... segrégation is
not a principle of the’Land Bill”. T A
°~.The nafive masses, however; are begttning to' 'be "brought
to w-realisation that all is not well by the authoritative dedara:
tions of m number of impertant bodies which have’ graspéd the
real meaning of things. The: Joift Council fot natives, a Eibéral
humanitarian body ‘eompoed’ of Eurdpeart and ‘non-Europeans,
has issuéd @ manifesto in which'dt roundly condemns tHe Bills
i ‘o utttertain fashion. The' African National' Congress has
declared that “the” Bills comtain o ‘good poirts 'for matives”.
The 1. C. U. (Industrial and Commencial Workers’ Union) whilst
not knowing too much about the Bills has also raised its
vigice against, them. The Coloured Peoples’ Wellare :Association
has decided to fight the Bills tooth and nail.: The Government
Native Conference- at Preteria recently comsigting of select . Go-
vernment ngminees revolted against the proposed legistation to
the great surprise of its sponsors, the Government ‘itself. Whilst
last- but mot least the Communist. Party is-preparing te publish
a.true analysis of the Bills for distribution among. the: working
masses.. . oo RN I TR L !

. The -chief task: confronting. the milMant workipg class ele
menits . at the mement is the secusing of a united front of all
{hese opvositional elements in conjunction with the orgamised
trade union movement. in order to’ comduct an intense! camnaign
for the withdrawal and -defeat’ of: the proposal -antisworking-
clags measures. - R FLE LA R S S

y




	Pages from v07n13-feb-10-1927-inprecor-op.pdf
	Pages from v07n13-feb-10-1927-inprecor-op.pdf
	Pages from v07n13-feb-10-1927-inprecor-op.pdf



