THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

The Railway Strike in Portuguese
East Africa.
By James Shrelds (Johannesburg).

For the past four months or so a stoppage of railway
workers in Lourenco Marques has claimed’ the attention of the
whole of South Africa. In this' Portuguese colony affairs have
been conducted in rather chaotic fashion since the Great War,
and continual changes of administration have' only served to
inensify matters further. High Comimisstoner has followed High
Commissioner and still’ the fauky 'administration has cortinued
until practically the whole colony Has been reduced to a veritable
state of bankruptcy. Within the past -couple of years the cost
of living has increased by over 100 per cemt whilst the Nationd
and Provincial currency has steadily iated in value

The worst effects of what seems to be a chronic crisis has
undoubtedly been felt for some time past in Lourenco Marqu
district, for this place has been made the chief centre of Southern
Mosambique. A cerfain amount of development has been carried
out in Northern Mosambique, but most of the resources in the
Southern area ‘of the Province have been sacrificed in ord
to develop the Port of Lourenco Marques, which forms
natural port for that vast hinterland, the British-owned Transv
and Southern Rhodesia. It is precisely in this town that 80
raitlwaymen have dewned tools' and come out ‘on ‘strike rath
than ‘'submit' to further inroads into their standand of life.

Previous to the strike taking place they had enjoyed certa
privileges with “regard to mat%ers of pay, siekness, holid3y
pensions - and” 5o forth. Their wages averaged 20 libras
month, although owing to the depreciation 'in currency
harely tonstituted a 'living' minimum wage. T
~Prior to four yéars ago British sterling was legal tend
in“‘Lourenco  Marques; the ‘iparity value of' the £1 being 4.5
(nationa! currency) but which had depreciated to approximaté
45,000, and has since fallen to 180,000 per £1. The finan




octopus of Portugal and the bank of issue for overseas’ pos-
Lssions, the Banico’ Nacionale 'Ultramarino, introduced the libra
note (local currency) which at the outset was exchangeable with
the pound sterling. This meant that railway workers receiving
on an average 20 libras month had the equivalent of £20
in British ourrericy. - The Ultramarine, however, followed
up this move by declaring the libra inconvertible outside the
district of Lourénco Marques, and with the continuance of
economic decline in the affairs of the province, and the over
issue of local currency, the libra has depreciated 85 per cent in
is relations with the pound sterling.

" This development nominally shews a reduction by almost
palf of the punchasing power of wages, so that the lot of the
workers became exceedingly hard. On the 11th of November
one third of the total railway staff downed tools in opposition
to the loss of all privileges coming on top of this fall in wages.
This was followed by a geéneral strike on November 16th as a
protest against' the cost of living, depreciated currency, etc. With
the exception of Shipping Houses (which carried on business
pehind closed doors) and Government Departments, practically
all business was at ia’ standstill for about a fortnight. This was
followed by a lightning' strike in sympathy with the striking
railwaymen or, more correctly, as a protest against the methods
adopted by the Government.

The new Railway Reformi Regutations stated that from the
Ist of Decemnber certain privileges hitherto enjoyed by railway
workers would cease; whilst 200 men wouild be discharged from
the railways. ‘'The privileges to be discontinued were the sub-
sistence allowance of 4.8 'libras, abelition of the annual leave,
abolition of three days’ sick pa{ per month abolition of the bonus
mid for five yedrs’ service. In dddition to this an extra four
hours was to be tacked on'to the usual working week, and all
medicine’ and" matetiity rights’ were to be abolished.

In face [of $pis deadly aftack, strike action. was the railway-
men's onfy alfernatiye, apd this they made use of. Right from the
commencement of the struggle the strikers were opposed by a
vicious reign of ‘white terror. ‘All sorts of‘unscmpu)ow methods
have been employed against them, to the extent of forging copies
of their strike bulletin, urging a return to work, of imprison-
ment, deporfation and torture., Many have been imprisoned,
others have been dorced to bide in the bush while soldiers scour
the country looking for more victims, ul Ferreira, a staupch
tade unionist, was. murdered in the public streets. An accident
occurred to @ scab train run by, blacklegs and ever since im-
prisoned strikers bave bgen taken and placed as hostages in open
trucks in front of the engipe, exposed to the burning rays of
the Alrican syn and the piercing cold of the bush veldt, Im-
prisoned strikers, have also been subjected 1o the lash in an
endeavour o force them to confess that the rail accident was an
gpsode of strike sabotage. A number of strikers have been
deported while most have, had their houses completely destroyed
tirough the violent acts of the police and soldiery. In spite of this
there is no sign, of weakening in. the workers' ranks so far.
On the contrary their heroi¢ and plucky fight has aroused the
wumiration of all working class elements. The Lourenco Marques
Typograph workers refused 1o assist in producing  the
‘OPortugal”, a_violent anti-strike paper, and the South African
workers sent £300 as dopations towards the strike relief fund.
Attempts to procure blacklegs from Portugal have ended in
lailure. and the njne’' deporfees from Mosambique were
enthusiastically welcomed in Lisbon hy a demonstration of
workers 12,000 strong, A Turther batch of deporfees still remain
in the Province owing to the sailors reéfusing to transport them
0 Portugal. The strikers’ wives formed themsefves into a com-
nando and in spite of being fired on by the military carried on
demonsirations ang collected 'fingds, for strike relicf.

The whole strike has been a remarkable evidence of ‘working
dass solidarity, and al] the miore sq when it is recognised that
te men have bad only the. flimsiest tride union organisation.
The confiden “tone, of the Qigvernment officials at the outset has
oW given way fo'an ‘putlook of gloomy anxiety and the fabrica-
on of Commiiriist plots, Ru§sian gold fales, etc. As yet, however,
they ‘have uot unearthed™ iny “Zinoviev letters” ‘though they
are liable to do 50 at any time now.

[ Jhe kept pred§has ‘Come But With vilifying attacks agdinst
the S Afriean Weor "/the organ of the S. Afriean Communist
Party. because tof its wholéchearted support-and encouragement
ff the Strikersecause-' ' w5 ios.c g ‘ '

o, D0 great has beén the:dislocation of business in Lourenco
Marques that .the . Rallway’ . Admitistration has' agreed to con-

tinue the granting of all privileges if the men only return to
work with the exception of the 200 due for retrenchment. These,
they say, will be repatriated at Government expense, The
strikers, however, have replied that all men must be reinstated
or none at all, and so the fight goes on.

The tssue of the struggle seems doubtful at the moment,
for while the Government has perceptibly weakened in its at-
titude the gaumt épectre of hunger and want has made its
appearance among the strikers. Nevertheless, no matter what the
outcome is, a fierce and- bitter hatred against the exploiting
class has been sown in the ranks of the Provincial Portuguese
workers, which must increase as time goes on untit finally
Mosambique comes under the rule of the working class.

APPEALS

Appeal of the R. I. L. U. %o all Working

Men and Women!
Comwrades all)

The First of May, the internationa) working olass holiday,
will soon be with us, and once again the toilers and the
oppressed of all countries will march forth shoulder to shoulder
to show the capitalist world the solidarity of the exploited, the
brotherhood of the dowmrtrodden. During the past year the
employers have attacked along the whole tront. pohiically and
economically. The growth of the political reaction has led to
a whittling down o% all the rights of the toilers, to attempts on
the freedom of the trade unions, and all the gains won by the
workers during many years of heavy struggle. With united front
the fascist, conservative and liberal-democratic governments have
attacked the working class. All the dragging burdéh of persecu-
tions has fallen to ‘the share of the revolutionary trade umions
and their leaders, and to the Left Wing of the labour movement.

* Despite pacifist phrases, the peaples are groaning under the
burthen of heavy armaments. The talk of disarmament {aken part
in by the leaders of the Second and Amsterdam Internationals
screens the predaiory intentions of the Imperialist Powers, The
wars in Morocco and Syria are being comtinued. In the Near
East the situation is becoming ever tenser: in the Batkaus there
are mutterings and remblings; on the Pacific 2 fresh world
conflict is being prepared; in China all the Imperialist Powers
have fjointly attacked the national movement for freedom and
are trying to perpetuate the slavery and humiliation of the
Chinese people.

Concurrently with the increasing armaments of the lm-
perialists and the steady and unweakening oppression of the
colonial and‘ semi- colonial peoples and the struggle between the
large and small' Powers for markets and raw materials. a
diplomatic comedy " (Locarno) which the reformists of all
countries hold ‘as ‘wshering in a néw era - ‘is being staged.

The object of these comtinuous attacks on the rights and
interests of the toiling masses is to cheapen the costs of produc-
tion at the expense of Lahour Power. “Rationalise’” and “Ameri-
cariise” all itndertakings in order to get a§ much produced in a
Eiven time 2s possible and to squceze millions of “superfluous

ands” out of industry. Unemploym>nt has become a permanem

feature: i the most important countries (like Britain and Ger-
many) it has affected a considerable percentage of the working
class.  (rigantic conflicts threatening to destroy all that the
working class has gamed during the past few decades are on
us.  The coming conflict in Britain, particularly in the mining
induskry, promises to be of a most threatening character, as the
British bourgeoisie are splendidl{ organised and are endea-
vouring with the help of the right Labour Party ‘and tfrade union
leaders to smash and disorganise the leftwar moving working
masses and their trade umions. The British bourgeoisie wants
to reduce the British working class to' the standard of living
obtaining for the workers on the Contifént who are worse paid,
with the object of competing on the world markets. The workers
of all' countries must devote particuldr attention to the coming
dispute in Britain and' do everything possible fo help the miners,
¢ngineers, and other sections of ‘the British proletariat in their
struggle against o;ﬁam'sed capitalism.
Furthermore, "the internationat bourgeo;‘:ée utgfs ‘;m aban-
doned the idea of fighting against ‘the Onl i¢ of Labour,
the U.S.S.R. All the a:tls and Wiles of thg ‘bonﬁ-geois diplomats
have been directed during’ the past year towards this ‘end.

The noose of inter-state and social contradictions 18 . drawing
tighter and tighter. i .
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