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fioally come to the correct conclusion that an 1tqprovement of 
England's econnlic pqsition is o�ly to be e.J� from a gen�r�I 
advance in international economics. The -<lerman . bo4.rgeotSre 
and· German social deJllocracy �ont�t t_hemselves with. the catch­
words of : ptJi:ificauon and rahonahs�hon of productmn. 

The· · 1nteraational 'Economic Conference is no Remedy. · 
Amo�g the remedies reco�e�ded �y the social d_emocrats 

and by a section of the bourgeoisie a¥amst ihe chrome �ono­
mic crisis. ' an important pla�e is QCCUpted by the con

w
cabo

lljan international economic con{erence. The Jeader wa . r
1 th that th is jdeu �3s un'expectedly raised at the last ses-.1on o .e , 

Lea ue of Nat ions, by loucheur and Joubaux. �t �vas practl­
call

g 
rejecied by the real lord of the League of Nahons : Gr�t 

Bri,in. After the declaration ·ol refusa( made by the Enghsh 
delegate Lord Cecil, it was decided that for th� rcre�ent the. Seer� 
tariat should merely convene a conference ol pravate experts 
for the prepart ion ,of such a conferen�, but th�t these _ experts 
were not to be regarded a& representatives of their government

�The �i oonferenoe, to be ev�ntually convened for the end . 
1926 or the beginning of 1927,_ is_ to be held on the same b_asas. 
The tl•rst suge is to 'be .a prel,1n1mary conference of 35 nat.1onal 
economists, hdd at ' 'rt.he beginning of 1926. . 

• Despite this failure, the French and Germ�n. social . demo­
crats, in conjunction with a part of the bourgeo1s1e, contmue to
cling to this idea. · 

· I d What motive induces the German and f re1;1ch soc1a . emo­
crats to exert themselves so energetically for this economi� �n-
ference? - • . . . . 

When examinini into this quesho� we 1 must keep m _view 
the fact that the social democrats invana�l.y r�prese�t the '!1�er­
csts of "their" country, of "their" bourgeo1s1�! !n foreign pollbcs. 
The German, French . and Hal.fan �ge,o1,s1e6 arre e�emely 
anxious for : 

a) the Jowerin¥ of the tariff barriers in the smaller and not 
yet ful ly industriahsed countries, in order. to secure the export 
lor their i ndusfries. 

, b) the relaxation of the monopoly p�>SSessed by the _ two 
Anglo-Saxon world powers in · the m<;>st importan! raw �at�-. 
rials (cotton, jute, rubber, petroleum, zmc, copper, etc.) . This as
<specialy important for I taly. . .  . 

• c) an agreement with the A_nglo-Saxon powers exporting 
capital for the purpose of the joint regulatiqn of currer:icy 
questi�n,, involving . a far�urable solution o( the reparation 
question and of the rnteralhed debts. . . 

The international economic confere�ce as thus the . pro­
gramme of the bourgeoisie of the conhnental European mdu­
strial states, of the second' class B'reat powers of the world, and 
rs directed in the first place agamst the SD_tall sta_tes_ ol _ Eu�ope, 
wh ich are to be· held back form a fu�ther mdustnalisation mJu­
rious to the ,industrial ex,po.rrt ooun1:!"'1es by means of �he sl?g8!'1 
of the "Uni ted States of Europe" or the "European TanH U11 10!1 • 
And on the other hand ,an attempt is iOI he �de by ;the cowttnes 
of the continent to join for mutual protection against the ec1dnomic and financial supremacy of the two Anglo-Saxon wor 
powers. ' 

· l · nf e ence The cool reject ion of the internahona economic co r 
by the Engl ish and American bourgeoisies shows that the lattl:r 
clearly recogn ise its object. But unless these world powers parti­
c ipate act ively in the conference, it w ill not be able to effect ai:iy­
thing, even i f  it contrives to meet at all. If �ngl_and and America 
fake an active part, on • the other hand: th is simply means that 
in v iew of the present ecoi;iomic r�lahons of forces the result 
w i l l  be - as has been the case in London and Loca�no -
merely a further development of the dependence of . C?ntmental 
£w-Qpe fro>m ihe Uniit�d States. Should -� bo�rgoo1s·Les ol �e 
oontmental European ooootr:ies succeed 10 oommg to any b1i:i­
din� agreements among th�selv� before th� confere�ce, this 
could pethaps render a certain resistance aga_mst A�en

�r 
pos­

sible. But up •o now even the atten:ipts at an mternationa reg�­
latio■ •01 the coal and iron . i1_1idustr1es have been unsuccessful rn 
spite -of two years of neiotiations l 

·be .....uectiiv Even dhe best of economic 0011fere� oan • JlO 11:m e 
remedy for tile crisis _in ��n oap1tal 1sm. 0When a n� 
of states. each suffe11mg ,in_dmduall_y from the ��1tj:ioo 
between +ts· productive mpac,.ty '1iD.d ,1 ts ma1rket po6Stbih�, all 
join itOi?"ether this wil l  not remove the funda:ment'.3-1 ev.it T�e 
most that � be a�shed ,is. that one siQte 1'mproves 1ts 
position at the expens� ol aioother. 

The future of Europe. 
The fowtdations .upon . whioh Em;?� �p1�ism. ihas 

built up are destroyed. Neither the �tic:matisait.1� � pr ' , 
tion", nor world econ�ic conferences, .111or tt:e )Olntng ol 

� oa,piiaJ ist s tates �n "Umited Stia.t� of &trope' , nor. any ot'-' 
•• means, can restore these • 1fowid.ad11?"5. The . �act _that. ithe 9. 
bourgeoisie_ .proclaims the necessidy o( d�stf<?'Yl'J!.i. tile s� 
flruous" -me.ans of production is � sy�1c s agni(•i�; Fr 
aIJd ItaA!iian ��tial�m will �peed1ly .fi.nd t�ves tn .th� 
position i rthe 

_ 
bngtish bourgeo.isie iiis -still _ lea_nmg upon '.its i 

he.ruted wealth and • the lruits of the expJoatahon � its g-1 . 
colonies. Tiie European •bourgeoiS'ie •is 110 longer Ill a po.s1 • 
to gjve work a® bread to the workers. � u�empl��1erit ha. 
become a· pe.nna�nt state of aiff.a.i:1'6- Evohation •IS �rJ\111,ng to � 
enorl110U6 ,m�·�fication of the ,1nherent ian�omsms of 
ta'lism:  to ,anood confl,icls abroad in purs:ur.t of markets, 
revo1u1fonary cla.ss struggles in  the o:m�tr,i.es .themselves: 
are actuaUy a.p-pro8:ching the s�te <:l_escr� by Buchann ·  
aibs_tr.act ,theory 1111 blS above men1uone� essay , . . 

" . . .  �e ,have iarr•ved art _ the bound�y of oap1 
When .the exiplos-ion of oapit.al.161! .amiagon1sms _ �s br 
a'bout tJhe destruction o( eoonom1os .and a decline of . 
iproductive .foroes, cand when as . � . resuH the reprodud . 
of labour 1ct11d wJ:th :this .the lwtct1onmg of -.hour has . impos,srid:de 1kom .a c,e.rtaiin, moment cm.wards, then the . 
:apparatus of prod.UDt.i.on goos rto ,pieoes, and 1he barn 
a·rise between the dasses:t1 ). 

Although 'the pr�t stabilisation niay delay tb� advent . 
the acutely revolutionaxy siituart,ioo Jn whiclt "tit� barnoades 
between 1he classes" Europe has undoubtedly h1stoncally reac� 
the outermost boundary of the capitalist method _of productio 

T'he Soviet Union has ,already oveTh�ped th•� bourndary. 
ln Europe economic development ,w� �1 . likely take . 

form of rapidly recuaing and fengihy crISes, interspersed 
brief ,imervials of better oocnd,itio1is, th.e � of en�l�y'. 
<iocreasiing rwwth every cnisiis. Awtely revolutaoo�ry s1 tuat1 
recur .in ra1pld suocession. The struggle_ for the iSellZure . oi 
by it.he proleta!rfat, the final 51:rugg,le w1rth t� bourg00:1s.1e, . 
·ts oocursie. Should thiis struggle not end with a ra�1d v1 
for the proleb:riat, � should oi.V1i1 :Var rage t.mdtt:rded for 
lengthy .penioo., then ut  may eIJd with the de&t�?n of 
"superfl'UOU!S" means of production and the extermnnafo:�n of 
''6uperfl.uous" dJimwaio �mgs by . � of_ w.ar, famine, 
diisease. ,And on :this ifoupdoation at as pos6·ible_ tfl:at Europe 
as an appendix of Amerioa - may re..�i:e capJi'ahsm. The 
fending das6eS may -perish fogether 1i_n the CC?Ur,se of long 
undecided sfouggJes, as ilhe �wH�t .A:ta·nifesrto �as � 
iol.d us. It �ht be ,thia.t a new li1Ild .prurmti� !� . of cap1 
could then .a'I11se on the ru\ns of European c1vth&a1hon. \\'.e h 
for .and believe in the speedy Iiina.l victory of the prolet-ar_1a.t. . 
the possi1bihiy of a ditl:fe:rent ,is.sue 1is not e�ed. ·and th is. d 
,rent .issiue might be the ;result of the �ure _of �e subJ 
factor of revo1utio� 1:o aot ,alt �,he dec1s!ve h1sto.n�l mon 
of ihe Miilure on the pan of tpe Comm,.m1st leaders-htp _t<? th 
the rwho\e toroo of the orxani.5ed prol�i.at . at 1:he dec1_s 1ve 
men ts •into � .struggle. There are �fllOUS •!SSu� fl06&1 �

le.
only one wliioh appears ,to us to be 1mposs.ible 16 that 
of by thie social democrai6 : a new period oI pe.aoefuJ adva 
ior &ropean capitalism. 

THE LABOUR. MOVEMENT 

Trade Union Deveto·pment in South Afri 

By J� S h  i d d �  (Johannesburg) . 
Duriing the past tiwo or three years there have been

U 
.

big oh,aogt\5 iia.king J)]aoe wiitit regard to � Trade_ 
movement io Soutb Africa. · In one ?'I �o jottrn.a,ls deal

;
ng

Tra<le Union tJnity recenUy, certam ftgures have �1 
wi th re�.ard to the �trength of S. A. Trade Umon!·11.

1t f tgures 1t mu.st  be pomied out here only referred t
<_> 1 d known .as • the whi1e Trade Uni�s, � did �at 1r_i<: u. re 

big s�tion of natiYes QOW organised -m Tr::r �h
Jo� farThis is ·a very inwortant -factor fo be reckon Wl' _ -� ·s 

South A!f,11im i,s CQtKefn� beca1.16e the present per1 � 
l 'I, " . 

-------- . • 
. '}ff,; 21) Under the banner of Marxism (Oennan) No. 2. P·

' . 
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nessmg a rapi� . deotine in the membersnip of the· white unions 
wh.ils t the na_tive Trade Union tis making rem.arkahle strides forward. , 

The hey-day of T,r.ade Unionism •Was reach� in this country 
in the year 1 9:io to 1921,, when _ .the n umerical stremgth of the DIOVement stood at tbe figure of 86,000. With the collapse ol 
�t 1 922 strike on .the. Rand however, and the resulti.ng chaos 
in .the T'l'&de � circles, .th.is Jigu.r-e has dropped to a 
very low level. The· cap¥tity ·of the 'deotine and �so 4ts extent 
can b� well j �dged when it .is- eaiised ,tha,t die EQCineeriag Union (A. t: . U.) , which formerly had a member.ship of. over 1 1 ,000 now stands at the very fow ·total oo ·barely 3,000. The situ."1.tion, fo the South Afiican. Mine Workers' Union has been even wone,_ where a drop in membership :has taken place of_ roughly about J 0OOO. This Union, of a;>urse, was practically � out of existence during the Rand revolt. Before t.lie_ revolt fin question, however, there ,were mu.rut . about .lZOOOO trniners in -i ts ranks, and yet !�day, t� years after ithe f.inish of the strike, out of 18,000 whHe miner.s in the Transvaal .barely 1 ,000 are wi th in the ranks of the Union. 

How the Unions as a whole have deteriorated. .can best be understood when it is realised that their aggregate inemlbership is now between 35,000 .and 40,000. Truly there has been .a tremendous drop indeed .from 86,000 in 192 1  to h.ardly 40,000 rn 1925. This 'pheoornenon migh<! seem i ncredi b'le • wihen t..'llken -in oonju.nction with ifh.e grow1h and development of South African .iodusfry where a rather big iincrease in ttre number of industri� establ ish-ments has. taken .place. Since 1� over two h,undre<l new establ ishments 'ha.'Ve come ip.to existence whilst tQ �o even further back we if ind that ,in 1916 there were roughly 4000 factories as compared with the present •number of over 7000. rt is signific;:iant 1o note .11-so • that practioaJJy no increase in Ute white ,population ,ha5 rtaken .p�oo during those years, whilsi it can be definitely stated • that more skilled iworkers Mt ttie rountry during ih-at period than came ,into ,it. Where then, one might ask, were the fresh -worker6 for the extra 3000 tactories fHOCllred from. It ·is here _that we at once real ise 1that the new indus1riai workers ha.ve been prooured from amongst �e natives. Coming into • contact with the evils of oapi talist lhlJdustrial l iife and seeing the wbiie Trade (!nions bui l t _ up _ , by the whi te workers, it was-·only nat.ural, that the idea oi organising shOl.llld take hQld among the n.aiti-ves. Round· about the end oJ the war we had a definite start being made an this direction and wthat is known as the I. C. lJ. (Industrial and Commercial Workers .Union), was inaugurated. This Union which fol-lows the line of ibe one big Union type · came .into being .at the beginning of 1919 with the or:g.anismg of .the Dook workers in  Cape Town ,md Port El.1zabeth1 in �-ts •ranks.. At the commencement of -its .car�r it was engaged. in strike .action �n �half of :its members and to a bi,g extent was · fa.irly successful in raising their wage level .  As  a con6equence of tbis s�s ,the employer commenced s.u b­stituti ng rolotired \forkers (asi.atics) in ihe· � :in pktre of natives, .and the Union then began, �urning- its attention to re-cruiting oommerciaJ. workers, domestic :workers , el.'C. No doubt its initial r.a.ci.a.l outlook an character prompted j t  to move in thi9, • direction. More iao,d more., however, as time went on th,e 'native in •industry was dr.awn jnto its r.anks, unti-J to.day quite a f afr . proportion of its member&hip is  made · u:pof ·industrial w.orkers. 
The eX:act defa•i�s of the I. C. U. are briefJy : 
Membership .on the Book of over 30,0QO. Regufa•r monthly· paying members of 1 5,000. Fem.ale workers lib, the Union - One third of the total. Two fifths of rthe tOltal membel"5hip rare ,industrial WOI"keris.Remainder - AgricuHural and .ft'omen, The contributiion per nten1�r is sixpence per week, bu,t Women and , agricuMural w<lr1cers only pay haM that .amount or flireepence per week. The hea.dqllarlers .of the Union will probably be shifted from �pe Town to Johabnesburfr (the fodll{,tri.a.:1 centre of the coootry) ?rder to assist' mar� m the work of organising ,the m.i�e lives who nwnber over 200,000 :in the Transval:-,. · At the present ti� we have a situati9n exis'ting whereinra�e. Unionism so far as the -whites· are conaitoed is .rapkf.Jy ni n-g, whilst Trade Unionism ainong •the natives is' •ra.pidly 
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Triaide U:nion lines. As yet it seems to be still greatly ..imbuedwith the spirit of . racialism, .and its ranks , are open to noo­wo.rking class elements, even ia native b�·bop lbein� included in them. Tiwo �cies ma.Ice themsel·ve.s felt w ithi,n l't , one whiohsa-ys "Let us secure national independence first • an<l then we shall get our freedom'', and the other w.hich says "freedom f.irost and 1U1 tion.al ri,i,dependence w ill come afterwar<is''. Between, the native and the white worker there is a bitter• r.acia•l hatred, which ibeoomes in certain ,parts of :the country more intenS!e ·.as the chea,J>i)aid native displaoos ithe white workeriTom industry. 
fo 1he Cape Prov.ince (formerly known as Cape Colony), where a J,a,rge section of ihe workers are ooloured, thiis feeling has to a bii extent been 6vercome. Here one rinds the Tr.1de Un-ions adm.iffi:ng natives and ooloured workers foto thei r rauks as a consequence of ihe sheer driving foroei of economic necessi ty . I n  the Transv.al and Nata:} the exact oppos.i-te is the case, the aristocratie white worker standing .aloof and refus-ing Jhe na t ive aidmi ttance. 1n this part of -the country of course, there is r.o great 5eciion of ooloured workers as Jn  :the Cape Provinre. The coloared worker in  the Cape .Province, owing to various reasons, acts more or bess as a factor which helps to bridge the gul f  between while and bLaok. I n  Ca pe  Town docks however, due to the work put .in .by ,the I. C. U. we f ind native .and coloured on an equal footing and both very l i ttle below the level of the white. Wage rates for dook workers run as follows : White workere 6/6d per day. 
Nat ive and Coloured workers from 4/6d to 5/- per day. J ust . abol.J't ,a year .ago an .a ttempt was made to l ink the various unions dose togethe-r. for this purpose what  is tennedthe S. A. A. E. O. (South African Association o( Employees•Or�nisation) was brought i nto .existence to ,link them ••P onlines sim,iLar to the British Tr.aide Union Congress. The GeneralCouncil of th is body has been malcing pretty good hea.dw.'ly so far, -and at the moment has ian aff.iliated ,membership of app.roxi­ma•tely 1 5,000. · It · has •left .the ·question of focl'Uding native urrions in ,i ts ranks open at foe moment, but there is every like-1ihood that before long H wHl i})roba.hly taloe these inside .aJso. 

There is one other body which Jinks the Trade Union-s up (no� affi'liated _ to the S. A. A. E. 0. ) ,  but only on a foca l scale. This is ca.Ued ihe Cape Federation _of Trade Unions, and comprises a membersh1ip of about 4,000. The S. A. A. , E. 0. is affiliated to the I,nfom.ationa) Federation of Trade Unions .and ·had a delegate representing •them at the ,Last 9eneva Conference of the �Y-
With reg.a.rd to the breakmg down of . the �olour ba:r_ in the Tra,nsval, the thin end of the wedge has been mserted rnto two Unions, viz, the Furni ture Workers - I ndustrial Union, and -the Witwatersrand Tailors Association, hy the i nclusion of a few coloured workers . This aatter body, hy the way, is made up of s.malL merchant- tailors and w.age workers, .an,d i t  states that 

the present number of coloured workers (seven M.atay-s) ,now 
wi thin its .ranks must not •be ex,ceeded. Th is <liev�oprnent, howe­ver forecasts what is likely to happen in t.he fuil..ll'e. 

' The great need ,ef 1he moment �s the adive propagation in  
the different unions, by the class consc-ious elemen ts, of _the 
necessity for unjty between black and white worken., and htrmng 
of those workers' attention into class channels i nstead of along 
J ines of racial ha�. 

More an,d more as the economic factors make , themselves 
fclt wil l the reaU isaition be bonne fr1 wpon the whit•e worker that the .n.ative mu..�t be or.g:anised in •the Trade Unions so as to 
prevent the boss cl.ass playing one section off against the other. 
Only when the need for 1his is -thoroughJy grasped will a class 
outlook be pushed 10 .the fore, a nd proper work� olass Tn,de 
Union org.allli,s1dion rome 1iatfo exi,stence ·in South Africa embracing 
the tmify of all _toilers on the i.ndustria:l • field. 

FOR lHE UNITY .OF THE TRADE UNION 
· MOVEMENT

The Moyement· ,or Unity is Growing. 
l reasing. The membership of the Tr� Uneiona apart from the _.,f· U., as. stated before, . is _ Jess than· 40,0()0 . as compared1111 the I. C. U. 'merhbetshtp a�e· of �ver 30,000. • There is this to be said .a� the- I: C. U., howe er_, and �t is that to a ,very big ment n still has fo approach to proper

: By A� • L O  Z 0 V S k' y. 
Along wi� ' the · intensification of th� ecoDOJ!!iC cris�s th�re i s  

grqwing up. amo�g the masses the
_ 
�•U to .unity. Th1s wilJ �o 

unity is ·brealdll(· tflrough' all ref?nmst bar�ae.rs a.nd bears wit­
ness to the fact · yiat th'e Commumst lnternataona� _1he Red Inter-

. • ' 
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