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Inside a Struggle 
FROLINA 

and the Armed Struggle 

ARMED struggle broke out OD 
June 22, 1936, and after four years 
we are able to weigh the balance 
of our action. At pre.'lent, the Peo­
ple's Liberation Forces have two 
army groups in the interior, consist,. 
ing of the first infantry army, 
stationed in the Central-East of the 
country, which includes the regions 
of Wadai, Biltine, Salamat, Guera, 
Chari-Baguirmi, Bala and a part of 
Middle Chari; and the second, creat­
ed in March 1968, covering the 
entire northern prefecture of 
500 000 km1 with a population of 
JOO 000 inhabitants, a very moun­
tainous region with old volcanoes 
like Michousi, that rise to 3414 m. 
There the army is divided into 
three detachments, one for each of 

the regions that mal<e up tile 
prefecture, namely Tibesti on the 
West, Borku in the Center anc1 En­
nedi on the East. The raid made 
October 11 by the Borku detac� 
meot on Argeau, capital of the 
prefecture, shed a new light on what 
was happening and on the Chad 
revolution. 

In general, we can evaluate our 
work as having been very good: we 
have taken control politically and 
militarily of three fourths of Chad. 
Despite the declarations of  the 
French authorities, at the present 
moment it is impossible to destroy 
- or phrased more exactly, to rub
out of the minds of the people -
the idea of a new era, that of rev­
olution in Chad.

The encounters at the end of 1970 
were the result of a plan elaborated 
by the Political Bureau of FROLINA 
which, in the month of June, 
decided to undertake a general of-

fensil'e. Unfor1unately, illstead of 
laking place on two separate oc­
casions, tnis offeruil'e took place on 
one only. That is, we did not hal'e 
the Center-East move, for 1easons 
lhal had nothing to do with our 
desire to do so, but rather because 
of the problem of supply and relat• 
ed matters. In the North, the 
operation went according to plans: 
we won all our objectins both in
the East, where the Ennedi detach­
ment destroyed the Fada post, and 
in the Center, where the Borku 
detachment carried out a raid that 
changed the meaning of events i n  
Chad or at least i n  'Pibesti. Finally, 
1he actions carried out against the 
lorts of Bardai and Zua In the 
Center, we undertook small actions 
that didn't correspand to what we 
wanted to undertake because it is 
in the Center that we have our most 
important forces. 

The cities of our country are srnall, 
and although we have cells in the 
cities, for the moment we do not 
wish to undertake action at that lev­
el because we don't have the means 
of defense for it. Liaison is v<1ry di1-
ficult. We lack wireless and must 
maintain communications on the 
backs of animals - camels, horses; 
we are very isolated; to go from one 
combat group to another we can 
count on a day or two of rnarch. 
Although communications appear to 
be improving, we still need wireless 
because, without this, ii is really 
very difficut to contact the isolated 
bases, such as group 6 which is on 
the outskirts of Fort-Lamy. There is
an incredible delay in reacning it 
now, whereas if we had ra1io or 
wireless transmission, we would be 
able to reach it more easily and 
could coordinate our actions in a 
much more efficient manner. Given 
the difficulty of communications, we 

have set up autonomous combat 
groups that do oot have to seek sup. 
port from thei:r neighbors or the
High Comma11d at every moment in 
order to carry 1hrough an action, 
but only do so when it is a question 
of an operation planned .ahead of 
lime which demands the coordina­
lion of two or three combat groups; 
but in other cases each combat 
group is gi\'en a fairly broad 
autonomy to go ahead on its own 
without getting into difficulties or 
being annihilated by an attack ;rom 
the enemy. This is a rather difficult 
region, there are very f.ew mountains 
and moreover the few that exist 
are barren; there are few woods, 
but in any case there is refuge for 
us to hide from the bombings whieh 
do little damage unle5'1 we are taken 
by surprise in open country. 

There are no mobile bases. At 
the beginning they existed but not 
now, because oi the planes. The 
French use considerable numbers of 
planes and helicopters, to attack, 
born b and strafe. Therefore we have 
no mobile bases or fixed general 
headquarters; everything_ has been 
dispersed to escape the airplanes. 

When Chad achleved lndcpend­
ence, the government 1n power com­
mitted many injustices, to such a 
point that at the end o1 a certain 
time there was no longer personal 
nor collective freedom, there were 
no trade unions nor poLitical parties 
nor any cultural movement. In 
short, we lived tn a police state. In 
the cities the peoi;>le severely felt 
this loss of liberty, this lowering of

the standard of living, this tie to 
any reasonable activity in our world 
of the 20th century. And among the 
rural masses, lhis was translated 
into a lowering of their standard of



living, a much greater impoverish­
ment than before. But we cannot 
say that these factors were the cause 
of the beginning of armed struggle. 
The intellectuals, the workers com­
plained of the loss of their purchas­
ing power, the restriction o! their 
freedom, but they never decided to 
begin armed struggle. Armed strug­
gle broke out spontaneously in the 
countryside because there was an 
incompetent and greedy administra­
tion which not only robbed the peo­
ple's wealth but also behaved in a 
hateful fashion. After the initiation 
of armed struggle, when an inquiry 
was made both among peasants and 
among the peasant soldiers, I real­
ized that the principal motivation 
that pushed the people to take up 
arms to fight, was not that their 
standard of living had dropped, not 
that their freedom had been restrict­
e<I, but rather it came from the fact 
that they found themselves in an 
uncomfortable situation, morally 
speaking, because of harassments 
and humiliations of every kind. And 
this subjective factor was the 
principal one that ptojected the peo­
ple toward armed struggle. 

U we are going to burn the weeds, 
we need dry leaves, straw, matches, 
but in any case we have to feed the 
!ire; there have to be weeds. The 
dry leaves, paper, straw, matches are
the equivalent o! moral factors, the 
subjective motivations that are not
su(ficient for the continuation, the
permanence of the armed struggle.
But there have to be weeds that
are the equivalent of obJective
economic, social and cultural con­
ditions.

If a revolution is based solely on 
subjective factors, it cannot go very 
far because any government could 

e 

provide the correction necessary and 
provide it very weU, for example, 
by preventing the prefects from 
being brutal, from robbing the peo­
ple, preventing the gendarmes from 
being repressive, the tax collectors 
from collecting more taxes in a 
month or year - but the economic 
conditions o! dependency will con­
tinue. As a peasant said to me: 
"The colonial government is a com­
paratively just government.'' But 
this does not change our condition. 
I believe, then, that there are many 
revolutionary possibilities in Africa, 
because the subjective conditions 
exist. The independent governments 
1hat now exist in Africa are inferior 
in quality to the colonial govern­
ments and administrations. I believe 
this factor can serve to light the 
!ire, and it is up to the leaders to
maintain this !ire by feeding the
flame. During a first period, the
peasant masses do not understand
why there is a bad administration,
why, in fact, there are so many
abuses. But it is in a second period,
as we have been able to see here
through the struggle that is unfold­
ing, that the people begin to ask
questions and pose problems say­
ing: "But after all, why am I fight­
ing? Actually, since I have been in
the struggle, I haven't had this thing
or I've been without thal." And I
find this very interesting because I
don't feel obliged to give them ex­
planations as a teacher would to his
pupils; I simply answer the ques­
tions. The administration o! J,'ort­
Lamy reestablished the power of
the chiefs, and in the North it placed
administrators that came from the
North, but it was already too late.
This was like water running over a
dam because the masses have gone
beyond the subjective phase of the
revolution to approach the objective
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phase of the problem. 
Al the beginning the hench ex­

peditionary corps embul!e:1 on ter­
rorist actions - tha1 is, the bomb­
ing of villages, the destn1ct1on of 
palm groves, of cattle and came) 
herds - believing that by this
measure they were gcing to tause 
the disintegration of the people's
masses. But the opposite effect was 
produced instead - that is, instead 
of disintegrating, the peasant rnas­
ses united strongly in fighting forces, 
and we are currently having great 
dilf1culties rejecting those wno come 
to enroll. The social categories that 
make up the lighting forces are 
simple people, peasants, small (attle 
raisers, small merchants and some 
intellectuals, with an average a;ie 
of between l5 and 25 sears. very 
young in order to be able. lo stand 
the difficulties. 

It is interesting to see an armed 
struggle carried out by people who

have never been to school, who do 
not reason things out in an elaborate 
fashion by classic standards. The 
majority of the Chad peasants have 
never been in contact 'With books 
and it is only now when they have 
�osed problems that they have felt 
ffie need to verify in books what 
they feel. 

There are peasant soldiers who 
have been at the front smce before 
the struggle was organized in 1966. 
Before that there were groups that 
were spontaneously formed, es­
pecially in the Cent:ral area, that 
fought against the control or the 
tax e:ollectors. One of them said: "I 
am not (1ghting because thel robbed 
me, bul against the way Ive been 
robbed, in the end they have always 
robbed the poor, but ,t is the way 
they do 11 that shotks me." So he 
revolted against the wa y he was 
being robbed. From the beginning 

of 1985, he wa.s tbe:re aga,nst the 
gendarmes, ag.ainst the adminis­
trator, against the tax collector, 
against the members of the old 
party, against all of this. 

This peasant came spontzneously 
and there ate thousands lllce him m 
Chad who help us by gjving us :food, 
drink, supplying us with informa­
tion. But we cannot let them cootin­
ue in the state they are in today. 
They must study, they musl become 
like us. But how to do that• Ele an­
swered me very J)O'!tically: 

H is necessary, it is ,he respon­
sibility of the government, but 
not of just any government. A 
socialist regime is needed. There 
are countries where the people 
don't learn to read or wr1te, and 
when the revolution takes place 
they all leam to :read and write, 
because if we don't know how we 
will never be able to transform 
the country. we will ne,•er be able 
to exP.lain how ram is formed. 
we will never be able to explain 
how a human bemg is formed m 
his mother's womb; you ha\'e to 
learn to be, able lo exploit the 
wealth and this only comes wHb 
education. And I believe it is only 
possible under socialism. 

We have good relations ,•1th the 
peasants. If we didn't we would 
have been destroyed long ago 
because we are only 10% armed. We 
have based all om action on the 
close collaboration between fight­
ing forces and those of the rural 
masses, to the point 1ha1 we do not 
incorporate lhe pris<>ners we take 
from the governmental forces, 
because due to the little time we 
have, we don't succeeJ in re<!ducat­
ing them. At first we took them 
with us because they ]mew how to 
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shoot, but once lhe action was over, 
they went into the villnges and 
started beating up the population, 
stealing a chicken here, a lamb 
there, and this was prejudicial to 
us. Now we don't do this unless 
they desert, because if they desert 
we know that they are really 
motivated by good intentions. The 
regular prisoners we send home in 
their underwear. We take tbeir 
guns and uniforms. 

Helations with the students are 
beginning to improve. We have 
two categories of students: those 
who study in Europe, who are Chad 
Government scholarship students, 
and those who study in the Arab 
countries, who are not government 
scholarship students, but are inde­
pendent. Because of this difference, 
it is easy for the students from the 
Arab universities to take positions 
since they do not depend for their 
studies on the Chad Government, 
while tbose who study in Europe 
depend on the government and can 
have their scholarships lifted at any 
moment. There is a diUerence be­
tween the re; olutionary comm;t. 
ment of the students who study in 
Europe and those who study in the 
Arab countries. Those who study 
in the Arab countries commit them­
selves immediately to the struggle 
- the first who decided to carry out
armed action were students from
the Arab universities.

Women have also played an active 
part in our struggle. In each detach­
ment, in each combat group, we now 
have women who participate in the 
struggle alongside the man. They 
have refused to be in autonomous 
units and prefer mixed units, a no­
table thing in a country that is very 
much tied to Moslem traditions. 

Rec:ent HI.story 

The colonization of Chad is very 
recent, it dates from the end of the 
19th century and up until the con­
quest of the South it was accom­
plished without important clashes; 
but from the moment that the 
French forces took the 11th parallel, 
they began to encounter some re­
sistance, since from the 11th parallel 
there were organized states such as
the Empire of Wadai, that of Raba 
which at that time covered almost 
all of Chad, the Kanem Empire, the 
Baguirmi Empire, not to mention 
the religious sects such as the Smu­
sia, which of!ered bitter resistance 
to the French penetration from 1901 
to 1913. 

The conquest of Chad never 
ended. Until independence, the 
North was a military region and 
consequently always had a national­
ist feeling which remained alive, 
especially in the Central-Eastern 
part and in the North where the 
French never were at peace with 
the population. All the people 
were spied upon and watched from 
the moment they travelled abroad. 
The old empires that formed part 
of the territory of Chad were the 
Wadni Empire, which covered al­
most all of present-day Chad and 
was the dominant empire with its 
capital in Abeche and was visited 
by the German explorer Nachtigal 
(there is presently a Nachtigal 
Institute in Chad); and the last em­
pire which covered part of Chad, 
part of the Central-African Repu� 
lie, part of Cameroon, part of Ni­
geria, which was the Empire of 
Raba, overthrown on April 22, 1900, 
1u Cusserie, a city that is opposite 
Fort-Lamy. 

All this shows that, contrary to 
what is taught today, there is a 

histor-v or Chad, a modern h:is 1ory 
built • above all on. resistance to 
colonial penetration a.n.d marked 
by dates that continue to Ii ve in 
the spirit of the Chad people be­
cause nationalist sentiment ln our 
country is very much alive. ln,il'!Ct, 
when it was a questt<>n of givmg 
some com bat groups the names of 
martyrs, o! heroes of tile revol_ution 
ouuide of the well-lrnow11 inter­
national heroes, it was accep,ed 
that a detachment would receive the 
name of a great Chad resistance
hero who was also a Sul tan - al­
though it did cause considera­
ble discussion. Nevertheless, .,,,en 
though he was a reactiooary, his 
name was gjven t<> the detachment. 

The future is quite clear, though 
we have started with very Httle; 
wllen on June 22, 1956, we began 
the anned struggle, there were only 
six young men who had returned 
from a course abroad, and "'ho fired 
the first shots of the freedom strug­
gle. At that point we did not think 
it was going to spread Like a weed 
lire or like an oil slick. We tho11ght 
they had to be young and crazy to 
launch such an adventun, beca.11se 
seven armed with two pistols co11Jd 
not go out and destrc,y a govern­
ment with an army sup-ported by 
F'rance. Clearly, the exploit, which 
was truly dangerous, was success­
ful, since, after scarcely five years 
of struggle, we have succeeded in 
establishing, for example, more 
than ten combat groups in the Cen­
tral-East and three in the North, 
and we are overwhelmed with calls 
from people who want to enroll in 
the fighting forces, w hicb. means 
that the cause we defend, is not 
only ours but that it answers to 
the profound motivations of the 
people, who seek a change in the 
archaic structure. 

Soclal .. EcoAomlc SttliaHort 

Like all African stat..-s, Cha� was
a French colonial adm inis:rati.\.'e 
creation and we inherited this ad­
minutratlve entity and from Jt hope
to build the national state of Chad, 
despite the ethnic puzzle this pre­
sents. There is ail interdepen:te.nce 
between the zones i n  Chad, �t:ween 
tbe North and the South whicl> 
complement each other culturally 
and economically. The North is the 
livestock country, the South is the 
agricultural country, two elements 
that are indispensable for Lhe ec<>­

.nomic hfe of a nation. 
Chad has an area of l �84 000 km'

and 4 500 00 ir>habitanu Feudal 
structures persisl in the North. They
are the tradllional great chiefs, 
feudal chiefs who own a grut ceaJ 
of livestock and ne Jsla.m1c. In the 
South, the society is somewhat ar­
chaic and its cllids have nooe o1 
the initiative of those in 1he Norlh;
they do not own propttty, and the
peasants cultivate only their own 
piece of land. 'Die wot king clruu is 
very small because of the economic 
underdevelopment of the coun­
try, which has some 1 � 000 workers
between those m the clty and the 
countryside, but has a large rural
mass. 

We can divide Chad into 1wo 
parts: the Chad of � North and 
Center which is the 1 ,vestock 2one, 
and th� Chad of the South, which 
is the agricultural zone where thece 
is industrial farming - that iS, 
monoculture, the cultivation of cot­
ton, which was imposed more than 
30 years ago to permit the popula­
tion to pay its taxes. This form of 
cultivation continues up to the pres­
ent despite the fact that Chad ob-

•



tamed its independence m 1960. We 
can .say that the 150 days out of 
tbe yeaz that are given to the cul­
tivation of cotton provide the Chad 
peasant with only 10 000 old French 
francs, that is. less th:m 20 dollars, 
just enough to allow him to pay 
his taxes and that is all. As far 3S 
Northern Chad is con�erned it is 
livestock and multicrop country, 
riches that are not commercialhed 
- that is, they are not transformed
or eX))orted. In the North and Cen­
ter they raise oxen, cattle, sheep,
camels, horses, and many crops:
millet, wheat, sugarcane around
Lake Chad, peanuts, peas, etc. There
are 5 000 000 head of cattle, 10 000 000
sheep, a half million horses and a
hall million camels, withoJt men­
tioning pigs, which are very seldom
ra� since it is mainly Moslem
region.

Very few products come from out­
side. The standard of living is low, 
Chad still lives in the era of the 
trader economy, and for the most 
part the exchanges are on an object 
for object basis. Money and its 
circulation are very rare in the 
North of Chad. 

We have recently discovered im­
portant deposits of oll, uranium, 
tungsten and gas around Lake Chad, 
in the North, and also diamond 
veins near the Central-African Re­
public. 

Culturally, the North and the 
Center form a block since, even 
though ethnically there is a wide 
spread of races, culturally they are 
peoples of the Moslem faith who 
speak Arabic, which is the domi­
nant language in the country. 

In the South, Arabic is also an 
important language although only 
the people in the large centers speak 

i L Outside these centers there is  
a national dialect which is under­
stood by the inhabitants m three 
fourths of the Southern depart­
ments - that is, in Middle Kiri Mid­
dle Chari, Tanjlle, Eastern Ugdn and 
Western Ugon. 
. Taking these factors into account
m Chad, the teaching of French and 
of Arabic. will be oblig3lory be­
uus�, whil�. the North evidences a 
certain faethty, an inclination to 
study Arabic, this phenomenon is 
not true in the South where the 
people are not Arabized, are not 
Moslems, and are more open to the 
leaching of French than to the 
teaching of Arabic. We must take all 
of this into account. 

There are scholastic differences 
between the two zones. In the South 
75% of the population has had 
schooling. In the North, ap�roxi­
mately 5% bas had schooling. Edu­
cationally, Chad is very backward, 
because ten years after independ­
ence it has not a single university. 
All the schools of higher education 
are secondary schools, there are 
technical high schools, and finally 
general high schools, that is all. 
Chad has no more than three 
doctors, no engineers, no lawyers, 
but it has petty officials. There are 
no newspapers. There is only a 
mimeographed government sheet, 
called Info-Chad, which gives daily 
news. There is a radio program a 
weak radio station that can be he�d 
only in Chad but not outside of 
Chad. The government also op?rates 
with a lack of information. There is 
no trade union, no political force, 
absolutely nothing. There is a gov­
ernmental party but it has no 
popular base. 
The Enemies 

French intervention escalated in 

two periods. The first at the end 
of the month of August 1968 -
which was when we openeJ the sec­
ond front - and whid, consisted in 
freeing the posts we had closed in 
the West, Zua, An2ur, Bardai, old 
'lurk fortresses. ln the f.tce of the 
superior material p:,wer or the 
French, 011r fighting forces with­
drew to the mountains. The FYench 
concluded that 1he FROLINA forces 
had been annihilated, and the:y left 
at the end of 1968. The secoo.d in­
tervention occurred in April 1969
and was the occasion fo, sending 
to Chad the second to.-eign para­
chute regiment which ,us ilnme­
diately fortified by the sixth army 
regiment. We were 75 km from 
Fort-Lamy. 

At the p.-esent time we can esti­
mate there are more than 5000 
French soldiers m Chad, not count­
ing the aerial forces which include 
dozens of helicopters, Jighter-bomb­
ers and transport planes. But at 
last notice, contrary to the dedara­
tions made by the !'rench Govern­
ment, we have information indicat­
ing that France is sending to Chad 
elements of the 11th Light lnlantry 
Division stationed in the Southwest 
of France. Undoubtedly, this would 
be a fairly important force and fol­
lows from the conclusions of the 
report given by General Cortadellas, 
General Commander of the Expe­
ditionary Corps, who at the begin­
ing of last year said that to pacify 
Chad 50 000 soldiers were necessary, 
not counting aviation pilots, etc. I 
do not believe that France can take 
charge of maintainini such an im­
portant contingent and especially 
paying the costs that would aris� 
from the presence of such a force 
in Chad. Moreover, the local g()vern­
ment of Chad is using all its efforts, 
with Liberia as intermediary, to re-

cruit some 800 me•<:enary so�dters. 
As of now, there are no mercenary 

S<>ldiers, and before there was only 
the so-called :National Army of 
Chad, whose members are 80�'< of 
Chad origin But now the '.l< ational 
A1my of Chad has be� cowe:rted 
into a colonial-typa army - �hat is 
into a French. army sueh as for� 
mezly existed 1n Cba:l. Now thae 
are 529 French 011 :cers an:! suboE­
ficers in the N a1ional Army of Chad. 

Independently of French aid, the 
Government o1 Chad rece,ve.s aid 
from Israel, It 1s Israel that has the 
high hand in the training o1 the 
so-called Chad Security Con,pa nifl 
(CTS) which are special 1orces, sun­
ilar to the Green Berets In No­
�ember of 19i9, th.ere were 50 Is­
raeli officer instructors in tbe CTS 
and there are now three hraeli 
bases in Chad, one in the Bast in 
llfongororo, not far 1rom the Sudan 
border, another LO km from J'ort­
Lamy in a place called Kundul, and 
a third 350 km from Fort-Lam:y in 
Bokovo. The N:ongororo base serves 
as a supply base for the S.danese 
bands in the South s ,me of which 
are controlled by Israel. There is 
also the Belgian Congo which. bas 
aerial bases at Forl-tam)- and in 
the North - that is, in Uniaoga Ka­
bir and in Mangalmi. � ald from 
Congo-Kinshasa i.s cu.rren.tly limit­
ed to sending some hellcop1ers, in 
addition to supplies and money. 
'.!:pere is also a type of tonton-ma­
coute, because there are 1airly close 
relations with Haiti. Over a long 
period of lime and until very re­
cently there were two counsellOl's 
of Haitian 01ig1.0, one concerned 
with cultural problems and t;he other 
with trade unions. Neithel- of these 
two things exists. 



Colonlallat Maneuver• 

There was a Frenct. king, Louis 
XI, vrho said, "Divide and rule." It 
1s dear that either the puppet gov­
ernment or the French authorities 
have tried to pit Moslems against 
non-Moslems and it is for this 
reason that, with obvious results, 
they stimulated education in the 
South and paid no attention to it 
in the North. And this is how they 
tried to oppose those who, speak 
Arab to those who don't. Ethnic 
diiferences have also been exploit• 
ed, but FROLINA has rapidly over­
come these contradictions and the 
people understand that the unity of 
Chad is based on good relationships 
and cooperation among all ethnic 
groups that live in the territory or 
Chad. 

The colonial power tries to do 
wha1 it did 1n Sudan but in reverse 
instead of it being the Moslems who 
try to rule as in Sudan, heye m our 
country it is the animist Chadians 
they have pushed to the front or 
the scene; this is a convenient meth­
od that permits coloniahsm to 
survive by opposing one to the 
other. But the nationalist$ who have 
a sane view of the problem must 
perceive that this does not work in 
the interests of national unity and 
for this reason when someone en­
rolls in the fighting forces he has to 
swear to combat all racial, religious, 
ethnic, tribal, regional discrimina­
tion, and it is only alter having done 
this that he is conditionally accepted 
into the fighting forces. Then, for 
two months, all bis actions are 
watched to see that he understands 
this. Only alter these two months 
of proof is he finally admitted. 

There are possib1 Li ties that a coup 
d'etat may take place although this 
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is not an auspicious period, for the 
very good reason that it is no longer 
possible to give Chad a reformist 
policy, The masses that have been 
lighting since 1966 have already 
gone past this stage. This is no 
longer the question now because 
there is a comparison that the fight­
ers make. At the b�ginning they 
blamed the present government for 
injustices, that they imp:ised too 
many taxes, that the administrators 
behaved hke extortionists in impos­
ing contributions. In comoaris3n 
with the French colonial administra­
tion, this administration was unjust. 
But for a reformist government this 
means precisely the installation of 
a type of government whose prac­
tice would be comparable to the 
French administration - that is, a 
government that is simply less un­
Just. Very well, but what the peo­
ple now want are radic1l reforms 
that no reformist government can 
undertake. 

There are contradictions of in­
terest within the local go\'ernment 
ranks; that is, since the present sit• 
uation is very bad, each one tries 
Ill take care of himself, defen� his 
interests. The people who ari? in 
power pay no attention to Chad's 
mterests but use it only as a way 
to get ahead. 

Chad is an African state and, as 
such, is a member of the OAU; 
however, th<> OAU is an organiza­
tion that was created under the 
auspices of the North Americans 
with a very subtle clause that says 
that "it is prohibited for any state 
to intervene in the internil affairs 
of 11s r,eighbor." Thus a movement 
such as ours, which has to do with 
what are called internal affairs, 
causes the moderate African states 
to obey this formula; of course the 
Norlh Americans do not respe:t it, 

because when their m�rests are 
endangered they intervene to re­
establish them. This is what ob­
structs our struggle. There are 
African countries that b!?lie,·e the 
OA U is m no way as ii preten:ls to 
be, an organization of African unity, 
but is rather a species of body whose 
objectives rather aid in the defense 
of the in1erests of imper,alism. We 
have good relations with cou11tries 
tt,.at have overcome this contra:iic­
tion. I cite the case or a young 
country which has just liberated 
Itself, Libya, wh,cb tr,es to under­
stand our problems in an objective 
manner. Sudan also, but it has many 
difficulties because it also has in­
ternal problems. 

FROLINA: Strueture ond Future 

Ideo1ogically we are progrcssi ves 
because we camot be otherwise 
given the level of evolution of our 
country, but as we say, the move­
ment proves itself as it goes along, 
and I believe we will do very in­
teresting thingJ, very evolutionary 
things when we are in power_ With 
respect to our organ,zation, it is 
structured in the lollow1ng way: an 
executive organ, the Pol1tical Bu­
reau, which includes ten members, 
among whom are the two command­
ers of the armed forces; belov.· the 
Political Bureau is the Nat,onal 
Council of the Revolution. w,th 30 
members, among them the ten 
members of the Political Bureau 
To be a m<!mber of the PoLtical 
Bureau one must be a rnem ber of 
the National Council of the Revolu­
tion These are the organs, the su­
preme bodies of the Front. Apart 
from these we have important col­
onies or Chadians outside of Chad, 
in Sudan, in the Central-African Re­
public, in Libya, in Gabim, in Ni­
ger, etc. In each one of these states 

c11ed, we have what we call I.he 
general delegate o1 the Front, who 
is frequently one of the r.iembers 
of the Political Bureau, and \\ho 
is concerned with admii:11stuUve or­
ganization, people's education, the 
policy of the Chad people's ma:;ses 
abroad, At home, m each villaqe 
we have base ori,anizat,ons that in.­
dud.;i the people s mJlitias, the ,•11-
Jage committees. The people's mili­
tias are support forces for the 
combat forces and lhe people's com­
m 1tlees in the v 111 ages have as thelr 
aim the indoctrination and political 
education or explanation oi what 
our Front Is. 

These cells and the �upceme bod­
ies of the Front, ior example, the 
committee, that <'Xist In the inte­
rior, depend directly on the IDgh 
Command of Lhe People's Forces_ 
There JS a constan� relationship 
between the f1gliting forces and the 
village commiltees The people's 
committees are stationary, ::hey re­
main in the village and are not di3-
persed. They serve lo mainwo the 
population; they are the FB.OLINA 
suppo.rt forces. 

The task of the cornmrt1ee, abroad 
is t.o a,d us materially, 1,nancully, 
to perm, t for exarr.ple se�ding re­
cruits, food, clothing, medicine from 
abroad mto the country. 

Our forces are grouped in� two 
armies, as I said. Each army :s led 
ny a collegiate comm;ttee o1 four 
cadre comrades, a commander-in• 
chief assisted by an adju1ant in 
charge of mllitary atfairs, another 
in charge of polit cal aEfa rs and a 
third in charge of fioanci:11. affairs 
Each combat group has a command• 
er and at the level of the combat 
group there is the same organi2at100-
The chief of the military group and 



.. 

his adjutants form the military 
council of the armed group. Al the 
beginning, all those responsible were 
appointed, then we realized that 
there was a kind of corpora.lism, a 
Prussianism that was beginning to 
adopt militaristic attitudes that were 
truly prejudicial. We saw that by 
electing them we could suc:eed in 
building very courageous cadres, es­
pecially as far as their command 
and human qualities are concerned, 
and this produced good resulls in 
the North as well as in the Central­
Easl We have a Military High 
Command Council that meets every 
month or every other month to 
coordinate plans. 

FROLINA, like all revolutionary 
movements, is a part of the great 
international revolutionary mo�­
ment whose objective it is to di­
minish imperialism's zone of in­
fluence or destroy it. Consequently 
FROLINA is interested in maintain­
ing good relations with all the rev­
olutionary movements that pursue 
the same objective. This is why we 
maintain relations with African, 
Asian revolutionary movements as 
well as others that pursue the same 
objectives. On the diplomatic level 
there will be a kind of revolution 
when we come to power because 
at present Chad is an area that 
France has completely closed off. 
Despite its important geographic 
location, only one airlin� goes into 
Chad; Chad has almost no diploma­
tic relations with member countries 
of the United Nations, and thus our 
first task is to break out of this 
isolation; it is necessary that Chad 
be closed to no one, that it maintain 
diplomatic relations with au states, 
especially with the so·cialist camp, 
because we want a change, we want 

to live in the 20th century. 
It is necessary that our comrades 

outside the country realize that our 
battle l� their battle because we 
have the same objectives which in 
the final analysis seek 'to restrict 
imperialist domination so that the 
peoples direct their own affairs 
freely and nationally, so that the 
peoples are liberated from the 
chains of servitude, and can com­
municate freely with each other 
without going through any interme­
diary. For this reason we hope 
that all the peoples who understand 
our struggle help us with their in­
formation media, with material 
with arms, with scholarships i.; 
study in their countries. In a word, 
we hope that as we move towar<i 
the world, lhe world will come to 
us, so that we are not isolated, given 
the shape of the struggle in our 
country. 

Consequently we must maintain 
diplomatic relations with the whole 
world, with the countries of the 
East, the socialist countries as well 
as with other countries. Our rela­
tions will not be exclusive but of 
course they will be selective: we are 
not going to maintain diplomatic 
relations with Israel because it has 
. . 

troops in our country, bases in our 
country, and above all maintains 
special troop.s that are noted for 
their cruelty, that practice torture. 
Beyond this, we will try in so far as 
we are able, to better our relations 
with certain countr:es. aud also to 
improve the functio'ling of cerl1in 
international organizations such as 
the OAU and the regional organi­
zations in which Cliad part'cipates 
whether it be OCAM (Africa-Mad� 
agascar Joint Organizat;on) or any 
other, because we want to come out 
of our isolation, this is one of the
first conditions of our work. 

.a 1111n an•
� Ill 1111'1 

A Voice 
from the Monster 

Charlene Mitchell 

Wbeo. ln October: of uno. the forces o1 repreaslon. came down. on 1.ht �OUAI
black COl'llmunltt A.It.get• Devis. a na.Uomwlde campaign to wpp«t Ml' was
already unde:r way. lt wu orga.nh.ed. tn part. by Cha.rlene Mitch�ll ,,:l.o, aiJC 
monl.bs eutter. had beea or,e or tbe organbln& 1s,ark1 for the un�ncr coo ..
ference held in Chica&o to idef�nd the Black Panther Ptrty'1 e�isttncc a,:almt
p0lice auemp\s to liquidate It at gunpolnt, Six mootbs before t'hat- as 11:le 
Cun.mun.lat Potty•• tandldate fl>r President of lbc United State$-iht: lla.d wac<t-dl 
a spirited tampaigo to roiae Yot•r consciousnfta of a racist repres.dcm al.reacr 
well undtr way. 

Aa u gcnuaUy tnie toe bl3Ct A.rnericans. .strucate la a way of lite jo1 Charltn.e
Kltcbt.ll And bus haa bten SHJ,liiieal e,.-er aince her. early partldpation ln '\lie
antifucist aa.d you.th movene»U ln C:bicsa,go, where she crew \1P ucl wtiere
111>< joined tile Communist e.ny iJI l!He. ot the •c• of 16. Siu mo,ed to Call­
f.om.ia and conttnucd her octivlties in the mus fr�om and yo-u.tb D'lovemcn.t.a:,
beeornin, Secret.an" ot tbe Youth Commission of the Co.0).in.WU.tt P1u:ty ot
Southern catlfornJa Slnoe J957 .aht bu been I member ot tbe :Natiooal C�
mittfe of thic CPUSA.. and LI a member alto of the Party•, poU1lcal -eommittH,
of ib Defense Cornmlwoo. and MCret.ry o1 it, Commission Ol'l Blad Libtt­
•tion, •mong other postl. 

On ber tint visit to Cuba. Charlene Mitchell outlined the. recen.t bi.no.IT aad
the perspective, of the 1lu.rptl'U.JIC stru&a1e within the United Statel - •hlch
we herewith prt.Hnt for our read.en. 

«;oald yoa trace tile denlopmenl of mllltaDt black political orPJll� lD
the Ullltecl Stal<$ o,er the J)Olst few 7earsf Wbat ha.s bteo ifs ldeoloc", 
and Us c-oal,f 
Up until very recently the black movement has had a vecy strong, 
nonviolent character - best represented by the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee (SNCC) in its early days, and by MartJn 
Luther King's Southern Cb.ristian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 
It sought, by pacifist demonstrations and verbal persuasion, to 




