
ANTI-IMPERIALIST
STRUGGLE IN THE CONGO

LEOPOLDVILLE

One of the most active battlefields
of the anti-imperialist struggle on the
colonial front is found in the Kinshasa
Congo, formerly known as Leopold-
ville.

Two powers are in  conflict in this
area: The United States and Belgium.
Between the two is ex-sergeant Mobu-
tu chief of state since the November
24, 1965 coup against his former part-
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tiers Kasabuvu and Moises Tshombe.
Mobutu resolutely supports the United
States.

The contradictions between these two
colonialist powers—Belgium, whose in-
fluence is declining in Africa, and the
United States, which is frenetically try-
ing to unite the most reactionary tri-
bal sectors, to push them into conspi-
racies, and to capitalize on the fruit of
their plunder—exploded on  January
1st. Mobutu dissolved the "Union Mi-
niere du Haut Katanga", replacing it
with the hybrid "General Congolese
Mining Society".

The pretext used was that the Bel-
gian monopoly refused t o  move i ts
headquarters in Brussels to Kinshasa,
ignoring an ultimatum issued by Mobu-
tu on December 22nd, and that it re-
jected a demand for payment of unpaid

taxes amounting to 4 million Belgian
francs (80 million dollars) due since the
time of Katanga's secession. And also
10% of the Company stocks abroad.

This business of the "General Congo-
lese Society" is a  bitter irony. The
people will not get a  cent out of  its
dividends. Bu t  a l l  these demagogic
statements help Mobutu play the role
of a "nationalist". He knows it and he
uses it.

That's why he changed the foreign
names o f  Congolese cities to  native
names. That's why he proclaims him-
self ideological heir of Lumumba, one
of whose executioners he was.

According to official reports, 55 per-
cent of the stocks of the former "Union
Miniere" will be controlled by the Con-
golese government, which is just a sub-
terfuge to avoid calling things by their



own names which, undoubtedly, would
be in English. 15 percent of the stocks
will be granted to the Tanganyika con-
cession (British) and the other 30 per-
cent will be placed "on sale". Everyone
knows, in advance, who is going to buy
them. Therefore, 85 percent of the com-
pany will be controlled by the Yankees
(30 percent through a "free sale" plus
the 55 percent of the Mobutu regime).

This change of owners cost the Bel-
gians t he  equivalent i n  gold o f  300
thousand tons of copper and more than
9 thousand tons of cobalt annually, not
counting other equally valuable mine-
rals.

Commenting on this transaction, the
newspaper "Libre Belgique" threatened
Mobutu w i th  an uprising that  would
bring former Prime Minister Moises
Tshombe into power.

Against the favorite o f  Wal l  Street
are Belgium (the main casualty), Por-
tugal, Rhodesia, South Africa, and, to

a certain extent, the Federal Germany
Republic (West Germany) which have
formed their own colonialist cartel in
this bat t le f o r  t h e  preservation arid
extension of spheres of influence.

Recently "Revolution Africaine" re-
ported that Tshombe is training merce-
naries i n  Portugal a n d  t h a t  he  has
military camps on the Angolan-Congo-
lese border (territory of  the Lundas).
According to the newspaper "Tshombe
is waiting for the first opportunity to
carry o u t  a n  'insurrectional' move-
ment t o  restore t o  t he  Belgians the
possessions they have been deprived of.

The Yankees, on the other hand, are
hastening to strengthen Mobutu against
any contingency b y  grainting h im  a
special credit amounting to two million
dollars ( r ight  now) f o r  his repressive
forces. I n  exchange for  this, Mobutu
opens the domestic market t o  U.S.
agricultural surpluses amounting t o
nine million dollars.




