Niger:
neocolonial
heart of Africa

Niga = a lmbekno~n coentrs. It is
located in the ceowal part of Africa. mese
than 2 kilometers from the sea. h is
bocdered by Makh. Alzeria, Libia, had,
Nizeria and Upper Volta

The 1188080 squme kiborneters with
msufficent water supply eod inilormced by
the chimate of the Sakara (2/3 of &s
territory f2ls within 1he sand< of th-
Sshara) weigh besvily oo 30 abmast primi-
tive agricmltaral eroacasy, with 935% of it
labec fesre working in aprcultzre. Wik
67% of its foreign irade in the hands of
Freoch companies asd ils nmia  ececemic
secters csmtrolled bs foreign monopelses,
Niger, which is 1960 bevamwr a vemimally
ini-pendeat cepublic, lamguides in amsery.
withemt plan: or prospects

The discovery of a 360 sq. k. 20000
tea laser of urmmimm reserve surpmisicgly

broaght 1o lizha the plam: of tie Fremch
Awasic Energy Commissien, bat the pros
pecs fer the prople of Niper sappesr mene
sumbher than ever: reinforrameat of the
Framce-Niger militses ~collaboratien,”™ great-
et eccnomic amd political depemdence. ..

For the 300800 jolmbiiants of Niger.
whe in 1964 hzd scarcely 30 dectows, 2 hos-
pitals and 68 Jisprsarres. while there were
m}y!ﬂ&:n&‘lﬂ.(fﬂl“dmluqﬂtﬂd
the ccwmoary) im the fercign mniversities.
the plane that the local admindstration of
Dicri pew present: a5 the salvakon of the
countrs, have vesy linle walue.

Vhat prepect: can the 39 studen':s whe
gediase from the Teachers Schoed offer
te the 31488 (of the 337918 ichoel apgr
childrem whe aitemd scbeol ¢33F —the
[owesd prrvestage in Alries).

What prospects. finallr, can be offered by
e neocdlonia! sdmimisiraters represexted
in the person of Hmnmani Diori?

Dioni. the president of Niger amd ane of
ibe priscipal Francophiles im Africa, upec
prechiming Nigers indepemdence. militmed
in 1be Niper sertion | Niger Progressive Party
—JPN) of the Risemblement Democrst-
iqee. Arrsine (RDA}, the regionsl orgam:-
rafien that hcaded Ibe mafisea) literason
moveem im the rames kpewn a3 West
Africa 20d Fresch Equatonal Afriea

In Y958 the Frroch forres of represcicm
removed the lezal gevernment of Djibe
Bikacy and instailed a puppet zovernmemt
repersemting the foceign intereds, braded by
Harmmani DSorii The Diori regime sap-
presied beedvm of expeessiom. of sssembls.
of trade wmien 20d peltical ecgaciration.

Fared with this the UDN. which lawr
ook the mame of Savaba (freedoam). st
itcell the task of forwmmimg 3' mnion with the
resolatianary forces 8o confrunt  the resc
tiscary fime of the right wing of tbe RDA.
In this manoer. umited with the BNA (Blec

Nigerien d'Antion}. tegether consttngimg
the Moovermnen: Socialiste Africmo (MSAT,
they then joitied the regnoal erzamizagion
tPRA ). Parti da Regreupement Afnicais.

A1 the samme time ndiscrimimate repressinn
was Bbezim 3zainst the Sawaba which was
made i'legal in 1959, From them on savaze
repressiom hize hung over these whe s
exgirest their bosility to the repme. Esp-.
aally dormg 1968 sod 1965, crimes soch
= poblic exacctizns, hangng. oectmmal as-
szssinat:ons. and rape hsve been daily oc
e@rrepces,
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On his pant. Diori bis tried to consalidaie
hi: political pacitions: [lahoser, the Marfil
tsast and Ugper Vohia were umited to the
Comnril of the Fntmie. Ix 1961 be sgwed
am accord with Framce by meams of which
Frenth uovep: ceubl uperse freely i the
country: Freoch officers wonld serve a8
“advisor:™ te thar Nigerim collcazues smd
the weops evarmed from Upper Vaka md
Mal: woeld be bremrle te thiz desert coun-
iry. At the same timee it ha: bad the sap
port of the United States. which his pec-
<ided a great quanin of arms amd mami-
tams, while it has asked lsrael 10 semd
millitary instructers

Since then twe gactics and two pesitioms
have berooe defimed: The Usiom for the
Fremch Afriean Commomity (UFAL) the
name that the PI'N arquired 10 poins omt its
rolr a: princpal apen? of the Freowh in-
terests m Afnra. directed by Diona aod
Hama: the Sawaha direcled by Bakars.

Dieri and his party represent crecelesisl
im m Niger. abheugh they demozogiaaily
wy to hide thes

The Sawalie Party standt fer real chamges
= the country: thes Bakary declared: “Th:
o<cial strectare of Niger would be kavenbl:
3o 1the deselopment of a socialist revolarioa.
becamie apart from a3 bandfed of well-
tede individmal:. the rest of the pepuls-
Hem ic made wp of pracamt masies whe
lote methang 10 lose™

In érder 1o belter otganize the comtn™
struggle. Sawaha reatrd the Demorratic
Frert of the Fatberhand, epea to all rm=
patriots of the ration 20d with 3 catiooal
¥t and demotrsic pregram.

In the pelitical spheee, the program fus
danratall  advocatess  effectixe. sovercign
and caompleie independemce. vhich amoar
otber things ssimme: the withdrawal of
Fren<h troops stationed in Niger: the re-
establishmeut of the badc Eberies: the
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adoptiem of a political line tending teward
a trme anion of the Africam peaples; the
prartice of an mdependrnt imtecnstional
pobcy and the adwption of the principles
of oestrality: and the censrectios of »
govermneal of matisnal wnity, repeesawta-
tive of all the caleparies of tbe comnory.

Ecocamicallly, i: plans for the applicstion
el s policy of pleaned develogmest, and
the cEminmism of all Freach ervaomic ¢
terprises; the wihdraywnl of the interna

tiomal ecopomic bedscs thmt aigmifs a lami-
tsn of Niger's freedom of action: deve-
lopswrnt of fervige trsde and commeccial
relsioms with all the African states; es-
ploitsticn ef the natural ressurves of Niger.
mnd Basicalls the rationa) development and
explaitation of the agicelmral resexves
based em ihe cqualitarian ditribetion of
the land 1hat womld facilisate Agrarism Re
form.

Finallly the Sawabe set; forth 2 besad pro-
gram of bealth education, and of the recs-
peralion of the rmlmre and art of the dif-
(esent ethmic gromps that live im Niper.

Bot 2 program of Socalia Revelutiom, a3
is set cmt by the Sewaba will wke power
with &fibcalty withomt havieg dislodged
the grest. forcigm expleitative cemmpamirs.

And in Niger the people had the exper-
icare of a party (Sawala) that had Jeaders
in power —although omly formalls— who
werc. expdled bs the traitors supponed by
the old se@lers. These beaders were perse-
caled and esszssimatedd, onls for trymg te
mitiate their ewn pelicy.

Later, in 1985 when they orgasized them-
selve; milstarily for the iumgele agaima
Dioci and his “advisers.” the Litter enfelded
the greatest repressive vielesee of which
they werr capable.

That guerrilh gpreup wa: mowmenmarily
defcated There followed in Niger the
misery and lack of prospects fer the praple
usder the sdministration of Dieri o¢ others
like him.

The patriets of Niger know this, kan they
Lknos 2c well that threngh the defeats thes:
is forged 2 firal uimmph: and that is thm
fes thery wikat bas passed is past of a strug-
gle that can oaly be stopped by victory.
Today Niger is amang the peoples conscioms
of ibe meccesitt of waging armed struggle
ontil they schirve their remplete lileration





