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PREFACE

I'he Marxist theory of the revolationary process s alweys
sfressad the need to anlte the revolutlonary forces on a world
somla. As far back as the middle of the last century, the Com
murist Monifesto pdvanced 1he HlGgan “Woarkers of mll lands,
wiital™

Moe to the victory of the soeialtst revoludon in Bossia in
Uotober TR1T, the world revolutionary process fose to 4 new and
higher stags, MilHogs ol ';'-l_:-l|_1'||:- oppre=sad by tho imperialisis
joingd In active struggle for natlonal freedom, The lotemational
conbent - of 4ne anity of the revolotionary forces in the new
conditions found Riller expression in the appes] “Workars of
all lands and oppressed paoples, undte!”

The unity: of the working-cliss and national-fibaration
movement was [irst achieved in strugele against soclal and
natlongl oppression In tsarist Kussia, and was embodied in tha
Soviet Unton, a mighty powsr which defeated fesclsm end
wiaakened imperialism, and hes been doing everyihing to bring
mhowt dn |_||||_||'|_=|_|:|_Ir:|1'|:.|l upsurgé of the world revolufionary
M OVEMEant

In recent decsdes the development of the world réevolutionary
process has besn marked by the milestones of groat Yioioeies
ihe formetion of the soclalist world system, the Chinesa ravi
lutlon, the. disintegration of the coloninl $ystem in Asla, tha
emergence af the first sait of socialism on tho Americian con-
iinent—In Cuba—and the winning of notional independence by
ot Alcican coublries,

The world revolotionary process today unfies thiee putono-




mous and interacting strisams: the socialist world systom, the
national-liberation movement of the peoples of Africa, 4sia and
Loiln Anerich, and fhe sorking-class movement in fho deval-
oped capltallst counirles.

The powearful pressure of (hese streems s Torcing: Imperliad
ism Lo abandon ene positlon aftor anothar, 10 maks concession
But the nature of Impariailsm has not changed, pad e mpe-
riglizts figrcoly resist the revolotionary development of tho
peoples, using the s1ghtest opportunity to regain lost positions

The increased: pgeressiveness of (he impéerialist and oo
tonary forces headéed by the world policeman, 15 impertalism,
expresses ft=elf, first of all, In the armed suppression of ihe
liperation struggie of the peoples. The escatation of (e dirty
war i Vietmam, the oriminal EBsraell ageression against the
Arith peoples, and nsw atiempts (o abolizh the Independence
of the Congo are only same of the glafing instences of ths
maounting activity of the: forces of imper s and reacticn.

Tha revolutionary forces of the world sré8 reaiizing more
and more thet they must-achisve maximom wnity of action §f
Lthey are Lo fmepel lmperiabst ottecks and Darthar tee [beration
progess, At virious intednatlonal forums, 8t the congresses and
meatlngs of Gommunldzr-and -Workers' partes, 1he demand (=
befig volced evar more pecsistently (hat the-elforts of all tha
revolutionary forges and of the world Communls) and warking-
class movemeant e o coordinated (0 peomale (e world revnlo-
Honery process, rendor affective assistonog to the hemolc pedple
af Vietnaoy and foll the Intrigues of world Imperiallsm, which
§ trylng to fake sdvanthge of the [Heaell aggression lin the
Middle Erst and hald wp the Arab peoples® prograss, |

I'be revolution developlng on the Afelcan continent has be
come & new, young contingent on the anti-impeslafist front,
Foi-all the pecaliarities of this revolotton, histoneal expoarience
ond the first lessons of the development of the newly-estab
Hahed Alrican states arg increasingly convincing Alrican pevo
lutlonaries (al solutlons o the Paondamental problems of che
conliment can be found only by resorting 1o the methods indi
cated by Mapx, Eneels and Lentn.

A pumber ol current problems fecing the Alrican peoples
warg discussed ai the seminar “Alrica; National and Social
Revolution", hield jolntly by the |surnal Frobiome of Peace anid
Soclatiem |Prague] aond Af-Tafla | Cairo] [rom Ociober 24 1o
it ] '|'||"‘i|_|_

Gl Al

This collectlon contalns: in abridged [ormonly. soma of 1he
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MESSAGE OF GREETINGS
BY GAMAL ABDEL NASSER, PRESIDENT
OF THE ARAB SOCIALIST UNION
AND PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
ARAB REPUBLIC

talke BTEGD piaasura i ﬂﬂdl'ﬂﬁ-‘:—ihl;’-{ this MBESBER to tha
Alvlca Seminar heid In Calra at the Inwitatlon of the wo
orgaes Al-Falin and Prodfems of /Peace anrd Sacialism and hops
to see It achieve (s prest and -EE'II.'IC-I'[EIL'I[ III!!-iI.'I'El'-'E-'H. SECOUrIng
fisr thies pevolutionary | sobs of our continent (e possthibty of
an idsocfogical rally, renswing the links of struggle belwaean
I|'||'7I.'II I!"!Z“-.-.'|'.|i|':;.;|ill_.| the rults ol dhedl BXPErEnce, thus enrich-
ing thiir-abitities -amd affording & wilder Deld of vision  and
%] l1é!-:!|'.lﬂi l.']-EI['l'l'.-'.

Contemporary African realliv, the problems Africe now
faces, and the stroos, vigonous corcents Howlng In Africh
demand in the first place a clear wislon; & vision able both
t0 fake In the whoie plclure and o estimate. correctly 1ts
componeEnl parcks, =0 as o H-'Iill rapewad I-l!'l.!.'.-;-ﬂil- nmd  poSuee
an aninterruplad evolitionary strogele on Alrican sofl

The recent years, mainly those which rolied by slivce 1860,
require from &ll of us o meditaie deeply anew on the events
lin tevms of o deepar consclousnnss.

Those six years which began with the mapid sppearance of
the flags of independence In many regloss of the continent,
g foe thls moment charactorised by fmparlalist domination
200 bolding in fts geip many peoplas; by nec-colantelisn st
[ollowing up its ralds, by the monopolles' continued comnsoli-
dation and extension of positions and by the continued abjeo
And inhuntan practice of racial discrimloation, this-period 1s
wirth considering with all the ldeologlénl sirength of ocon-
cantration and all the means of scientific analyats which will




aliow s o discover, ln all honesty, the path which has baan
Fallowed, and (00 trace, with equal hopesty, the path which
s il o
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SPEECH BY THE REPRESENTATIVE
OF ALGERIA

On bahalf of the Algerlan delegation | salule the partici
pENLS of the Seminar and expeess owr |:I|_'|'_'-[-C\,'\ll_|j'_|:| golidarity with
ils organisers who have made this wery timsly mesting
poeathle. Tha guestions on the agende e very imporient ones
arrd the discussion thiet will dovelopg durlng the six days of
the sominar will throw new light on the problems faclog tha
African’ continent.

The faer that (he seminar opens o {ew days bafore the 12th
aniivérsary of the peElnning ol the Algerlan vévolotion s n
happy colncldance, and will make for-g spicle of effective
work and ohjectivily &t Our seminar

AL this momen! our thoaghis turn o thise who pald with
thelr blood for evary inch of the African contlnent lberated
20 Tar, Fidelity to the memory of ooar mariyes pleadges us o
carry through to the end the cause of liberation staried by
them,

That Is why we welcomes: our brothers, the cepressolatives
and leaders of the national-lberation movemant present here
BEmong us o whom wa exprass our most freterns] feelings
The attltude of ouwr conmiry 5 wall Enowm apd it will pot
chenge, Moffvated by principle;, Algeria hes afways Tally
supparied the strivings of the peoples for freadom. justicse
and well-belng, Bnd renders them concrete ald Iln thele
strupgzle for the Independence of thale counirlies

A5 an Arab couniey, and ot the same time 4 country of the
Maghreb and of Africa, Algeria belongs 100 the blg famlly of



natlons af the third world, whose solidaciiy, conllomed at
Bandung fn 18955, musi grow pnd strengilian.

As regards the countries of fhe Miaghreh, which are Doond
by tes of religion, langoage, tradition and bistory, the com-
munity of our Inierests tells us to coordionie our efforts.
partieuiarly in the spheres of (e @conomy and cuiture, The
same can ha sald of the Arab world of which our couniry 1s
fn part. We shall work Indefatigably o promote contact
between the Arab conntrlias.. Ald to the people of Palasting and
the peoples of Sooth Arable in their stregele for ooetional
liberation, which iz merging with the strogele against colo-
nialisn  and neo-calonialism, will becoma more eflfactive

Alperia s an Adrican country which 1= directly Interesied
in the complete lberation of the African continent, Whether
If i= a matter of flghting apartheld In Sonth Aleles; colo-
piallsm in Angola, Mozamblgque, or In “Poriuguesa” Guinea,
or the facist povernmeant in Ehodesis, the Algerlan peopis
will always carey oul thelp duly

Algeria will take its patural plape oo the side of the
padples of Africe; Asia and Latin America sg 85 (07 silcoess-
fully promote thelr salldarity in ecopomic development.

Comrades, W lhelr fight for liberation frome-all forms of
colomlal sxploifation the peoples have won Impressive vicio-
rigs. In 20 years-livey heve Swept awsy the coloninl syEIRm
which It togk the Iimmpgerialists centuries to botid,

Bub amidst the roins.of this system some bastlons have still
teen el standing, Moreowsr, coloniallsm i everywhere
iransiorming Hsalf Into ped-colonlallsm. It would be 8 mistake
to minimise it= danger -and consider it o be a lessar evil
[t i5- coloplallsm's lasl steogghold and the imperctalists are
trylng o dofend it by all and every means.

Imparlalizm, which possazses vasl means, is rylog (o oppose
the natlonal-fiberation moevement and to nautralise it in differ
ent parts ol (e workd,

One of the most urgent tasks of the libecatory [oFcos
Iz to ccarry to a victorloos finish the sirugels against the
survivals of (he colonlal sysiem and ageinst the  stobdborn
reslstance of [mpecialist aggression Iooall s forms. Tha
avants &t present shaking the Alrlenn contlmemt should ol
be cauwse for despalr or defeatlsm. Those who Interpret thesa
BVEnEs . A% o move: (o the Right, simply do not und@erstand
Viricon meality, particularciy when they consciously or dnoor-
soiouely fall 1o sea that this svolution to the Right Involves




only ocectein couniries and certaln leaders and not the masses
who swant unlty, an end to colonlallsm, ned-colonialsm and
racism

thal [s why wa ballave that the mosi pressing task facing
our cfuniries in thelr develppment I% to help the masses
bacome tmbued with consciousness. This 5 fundamental o
SUCCRIS.

In conclosion [ shinld lke to express the conviction that ooz
work will be greatly facilitated by the common fesling wniting
us all—abhorrence of lmpecialism and colondalism,

I pomzlude by paying tribute on behalf of my couniry to all
Ihose who gave thele lves, to all thoss who are continuing the
fight to free the Afrlcan conlnent and the whole world from
gll forms nf pggresslon and domination.

Long llva the struggle of the peoples for Independencal

Long live the African revolutiorl




GREETINGS OF THE GUINEAN
DELEGATION

On behalf of the Democratic Parly. of Gulnea and s General
Secrelany, Presldent Almed Sékou Tourd, we bove the honoat
of conveying Iraternal greeiings to you-and wishing the work
of our preat meetlng every soocpsa.

Tha fact thatl the organisers of this exchange of vigws hava
chosen s ts: venue tha United - Arab Repobliz - the land of
Africa, tha lepd of freadom and the beachn of the revilutionary
struggle of our peoples’ to restore and peeserve thelr indepand-
anca, dignity bod huoman eights, 5 [or oas ATeicans, o source
of great satisfaction and pride.

The representatives of the camp of [repdom, peace, jastice
and social progress have gathersd hece, oo Alrican soll, (o
discuss the problams of the present stege of the struggle
agelnst Imperiallzm apd s lackeyy, the problems of the pre-
sont phase of pur revoluliongry struggle for eaconomic ndepan-
dence. This s for 03 r source of st th and new, Jdstified
hiovpes,

The struggle against lmpeciallsm In all 65 fodwns, agaibs
egonomic backwardness and poverty, for the progressive devel-
gpmant of our peoples and our states—thesp arg the objectives
of one and the same sirnggle for feeodom, dignity, democeatio
progress and peace.

The strupple for freedom apalnst the enemies of [peedom,
agalnst the exploltation of our peoples and plunder of our
natiomal wealth, aod the struggle Tor democrstle progress,
for the soclal, econtmie and caltural advance ol owr couniries,
are one gnd the sama.




Fie choice of subjocts propésad for our discussion s dictatad
by the objective reality of Africa which i fighting for lis
[reedom, for respect for s dignity. They glzo reflect ihe
-C|.F.'Ej'.- Interest of the organlsers of the mestng in pramoting
active solldority betwesn the pecples of Africa, the soclalist
couniries and all people of goodwill on all continents. It is
clear o all how essentinl It is to promote the unity of Africa’s
revolutionary forces, the soliderity of the forces al freedom
and socfal progress, 0 mpact & nesw coplent 0 our actions
i the Face of the oew strategy of imperialism

The présant stage of the rovolution on the Africen continent
is marked by the rapid miarcch of events, by new end mors
brutal forms ‘of lmperlallst apgresston, the maral isclation
of the camp of cofonlal rle, the rallving aof ever broadar
sections of (he peoples aghinst the enemy of their fresdom,
the complexity and magnitude of the new fasks

=everal yesrs-ago the nomber one problem of the African
peoples was o win political Independenca. This problam still
pwails s solution in-oview of, Do example Porlogal’s relusal
to end it fuie In Angela, Mozanbigque,and Gulnea [ Bissau],
in wiew of the attitude of the st settlecs In Bhodesia and
South Africs who for tha-saks of their-own Interests want
to deprive our brothers in Limbabwa, Sonih-\West Alrica and
South Africe of their sight (o Feeedom. The vast maforty of
the Alrcan states are confrootéd with -other ‘complex  and
yitally dmportant problems such @s development of the pro
ductive. forces and  social eeforms.. The struggle of the
progressive Torces of the Alvigan rmevoalution to accomplish
these: tasks 15 pecoompanied by tha unceasing  attempbs of
the lmperiallsts to preserve and restore colontal exploltation,
and alsx by the sgeravatlon of politlcel and social contra
dictlons Iside our countries

The cevolullonary Torces Lhepeloee mve o apply tactlos
that Eif the new situation in &frice

Today, as yesterday, unity of all the healthy {orces of the
natign and the removal of all reactionary elements is an 1m-
perative need. Today, as naver helors, conscions uplly of tha
peoples. is pardoolarly lmportant in view of the attempts of
impertalizm and the Internal reactionaries to halt the revolo
Homary upsarge of he masses, 10 stop and fovarse Lhe revo-
lutlonary process through plots and militery codps d'a@lad

I'his people’s undbty, veluable s It 65 18 pot enowgh. sWe must
prepare our peopies ideologically and practically for organisad




strugele which will become moro ood more desparpta and
more and more violent

As- 0t loses territory, sees how 1is Infiuence and privileges
arg diminishing In e and In space, Impecialism 15 resorflog
ity more and more insidoos and nhoman methods,

In the anti-imperiallst struggle the opposing sides smploy
different weapons. That of the explolters ls known, it bopils
down 1o cartain crude pripciples, namealy, o:

split,

lsclate,

OppTESs,

Behasd with viclenon and brofaiily,

use les and deceit,

This weapon of the imperlalist= {8 opptsed by andther
wWaapon which 15 glso well knowm it [ 1ol unlie, organlse,
miposs.  paralyse the splitting  manosuvres of e enemy
and retain the initiative In the lberation struggle, In other
wioeds, the main force of the pecple In the stugele for
their Hberatlion §s, Tirst and [oremost, the pesople themaslves.

I hope thit in the dourse of our diScussion, whan spedklng
of the Guipean people, of the Democretdc FPariy of Goines and
of our lberatlon stragele, T shall bhe able’ s show you the
path we have' teaveksed, the- laedmerks In our -unceassing
atmgele ggeplnsl (he enemies of feeedony; to iell you that
finte September 28, 1058, whaen our paople’ unanimous]y wobed
for fresdom ‘and rejected  =lavery, our coontry -has rightly
been consldered by all o be the epemy Ior all fimea of. oodo-
nialism ood nes-coloolalism

Sioca then Imperfaliem and its lackeys bhave continmously
gngineered plots and subversiva activities asainst our people,
Howewar, all the attémpts of bmperclalism to fmperll our
[resdom and the geins of the revolution have foundered on
the unity of our peaple, on rheir detecminalion 0 defend
their sovaredgnty by all and evary medans.

It i from this rostrum that T think it pertinenl (O axprass
the view thal todey's meeilng should, above all, help promota
by the most concrgle methods sobfidarity ol the warld's -
presslve farces in the fight against our common enemiss

In the face of the global and combined actions by the camp
of Imperialism end reaction, the camp of peace, [resdom and
social progress muost steangthen 1is !_-:l|i|=-:||'ll1l,'. Increase tha
affectiveness of (b5 retallabory blows sgnlnst the sggressive
actions ol our eommon enemias,




AL present the Imparialists are using sons of Alrlca, mem-
bers of a wouth organisation sylieh in the past played Its
role In the fight for freedom, to destroy the geins of ow
I'I!'..'II|II||III;

Thess individuals in whom the only thing that s resolo-
tionary now d@re the revolutlonesy phrasgs moothed by them,
are supported gnd flnanced by the Imperiatists a5 a means of
nchieving thelr base objactives ln Afelca. AL presenl somea ol
these renegades have formed the so-called Front of Liberation
of the Guinean Republlo.

This Iront, financed and Supported by the renctionaries. has
its headguarters. in Parls and outposts in certain ol the
natghbooring Africen states which render i1 mssistance.

[T would ‘be most regeattable IF these blind tools of the
Imperialists succeaded io lulling the vigilance of our friends
In the =sockallst camp and winoing their confidence, These
corrupt slements most noi be allowed o come oul sgainsi us
In defence af Lmparialism under the cover of the red mantie
af the revolution.

Uniess g certaln vietanece is shown - af this level thers 15 o
denger of misunderstonding and contradictions arlsing In our
ranks which will lessen the sffectivensss of our united
slruggEe agalnst the oommon enamy.

Thrgughoul- oy 1besation struggle, at Its most crecial pe-
rigds our people alwayvs enjoyed your ungualifled support,
and solidarvity. ODor peopls kpow that hair stragels (5 yvour
sirngele, thatl thefr victory s your victory, And ||_|-j.:|1_.l. as
hefore, {hey pee confident that your full support and  soll
diarity will abways be with them,

Aliow me to thank you and to express my gratitude to the
nrganlsers of this grapd meseting of revolutionary forces of
i wiorid,



GREETING OF TANU DELEGATION,
TANZANIA

F.oeasHaA

My country’s delegation has the honour to BIpress greplings
i thls: Seminar I'mom the peoples —dnd el the progressive
forces of East, Uentral and Sootherm Alrfga, Wa wiuld likKe
algo to thank the govermment of the Unlted Arab Eepibiic
for playing host to the Seminer. TANY i3 dedicated to the
freedom of Africa, We ara pommitted (0 cooparation with all
thie parties that sael Ubarty (rom Imperialism. Wa alsa belisve
that this copmitment 18 got copllned to Tanzania, bt extands
to all parts-of Africa, BNo country o Alrice desamgs success
unla=ss it exerts efforts [or the liberetion of the cootinsnt, iis
progress and the victory of saciallam In. it Africa must act as
one; and as one must snjoy happingss. We ara happy that,
through the Organisation of African Unlty and its specialisisd
commitiess, there is scope for collective coopersilon. The
nend [or united action has become more prossiong. 10 we go
Southward in the Wberation of Africe wa shall resch Cape
Towm pessing through sSalisbory, Going there along this road
will be an sxperiment for our forces as well a5 g test for the
Irlendship of those who assert thet they are our Irlends. Since
thia poaoples of Afrlca are commikted to the liberation, of thele
coptinent, we o ask oall the Uberationo apoveinents ino oall the
cointries which are not yel frea to anlite and Aght the anamy

wWe belleva haei the united Ironts hoth 1o the colanies and
the Ieea countries will help accalerate the achisvement of
vlttory. We, In Tapzania, heve chosen the soclalist peth for
the development of owr couniey, becouse we o'e convinoed

..-
d

frils




that It 1s soclallsm that leads 1o justlce god rdath, Bul oo
expertence reveats that the forces of Imperinlism and capl
tallsm will nof rest comient with looking on, while we scora
one victory after another. Economic development and politicel
freedom clearly go hand In hamd, Whille we expect all thosa
non-Alricans who asslst os 10 render us faithful essistence,
Whet TSt |'||'.‘-'é|'g-':' ramembsr that [t Is the Alricans who e
capabnle of developlng Alrlca In Aan AlfMcan manmer.  In the
process of fhe Alfican nabiopal and social revolution we
2 fhghthng for Alrlca
to0ls in the bands

shintld distingulish betwaen thosa who
and those Africens svho ceEpt tooact
of forelgn forces of aggression. Wae muse Hght the Africans
who help lmperialism,

Tha peoples of Africa are welting to koow in which way
this Seminar will deal with the problams of Treedom, On benall
f all our brothers from South, Eastand Ceptral Advica wesvish

=

all suecess o our Seminar.



ANTI-IMPERIALIST STRUGGLE
IN AFRICA AT THE PRESENT STAGE

LUTFI EL KHOLI

The il of the battls 15 Alcica. Today Afrlca 15 no mops
dark or Isolated for ber pgople, led by their sangiaed, have
palled down that fom curialn set up tightly uvd  them
in' the [ast vesrs of the ninoteanth’ déentecy -y Impariallse
powers, By mieans of her revelutionary movement Africa has
openad her doors and windows on too the world, enjoys an
inereAsing  mapresentation o the - Uoited Natiens - hnd non
alipned countries and. has also established lioks with most
countries  of thé seorld;, including the socialist countries.
Alvice s her distinct volée: Internationally beard, Her con
temporary revoluotfon both in welght and movement hes be-
coma parl and parcel of the world revolution waging a radlzal
srugele against lmpercialism, old ond oew, ogeinst s mild
tary, monopolistio end raclalist bases-and, st the sama time,
ggalnst underdeveloprmgnt, national disintegration and axplod-
FA L1

50 the coptervporary Alrlcan revolution In s directlon of
devalopment is a part of the [orward march of history. 1 aims
il ;!l'.’.l.:-,: B end to |II'||'."E!I'||'I!|“':-I'I:.. Iendal ana l::-']|_3]|.i':“!-i1 I'BEIMES,
and swar. 1k oalso dims at establlshlng free ¢ommunliles with a
developed natlonal economy using the mosl up-do-date means
al modarn technology and placing them at the --E:II".|II:.-. ||l.'l|I'I| of
they pith o socialism. Thus, any sepacation belwaon Lthe oon
tampoarary African revolution and the Progressivo humarit
rlan movement with its socialist trends Is Indaad 'JI'Ii.I.-E and
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abnormel. 1t eonired icils raallty, s Inconsistent with tha movea
mant of human history, and s aotagonistic to the lnterasts
and struggle of the African peoples:

In fect thiz separation—which some powers try (0 enforce
oy varlous means—Iis ino it essence nothing but a reactionary
and lmpertallstic plan aiming et coltlvabing an unhealthy
gnvironment with a suliable climate Tavouring relormist st
of revalutionarcy trands, af replacing the exposed old imperial-
f=m with the new masked one, and resisting sclantlfic social-
Lgm mrnugh nioplan and fellaclous socialism, b shocl—al odl-
verting the Alrican stiugale away from ies origingl historical
trends so that Africa may remain a reserve for Imperialist
powers and their monopobistic lostitutions, though 0 now
forms and relatlons of dependence that silt the existing
clroumstances of the sacond balf of the twentleth century.

There 16 also & specific consideration which Integrates the
Alrlcan revelutionary struggle with that of the ||-'_'l.'.-|:|||:.5 ol A%ia
and Lotin America against the same enemies and pursuss the
same targets, It 1s not a colncidence that paoples of the three
continents which are the centees of the strongholds of old and
new Imperiallsm andé where the challenge agdainst sconomi
and soclal underdeyelopment 1§ a lis sirangest—converge ob-
jectively In consecullve callios-of the commaoi-struggle and on
viarloos levels which' staried in Bandung in 1955, followed by
the conferance of Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidasity which held its
[list séssion In Caled i Dacember 1957, and the' Tricontinentel
Confereace in Cuba in 1966,

The common man in Africa does not need special [ntelll-
gence o reallse that the Amerlcan ageression, [or exampla in
Vietnam In Asla, 15 the very same aggression from which he
51.'.5!&[‘?:, B well ag all the people of the Conga [ Kinshasa)
In Africa, and Cuba and the Dominicans In Labtin Amerfca.

Wor is he ignorant of the fact that the African glorious
liberation wars In Angola, Mozambigue and =o-Called Porta
guose Guinea are of the same neture and clroumstances &s
the war of llheration tn the Acasb South 1o Asia, Nor is be una
ware of the fact that the sama colonial powers which forced—
witlh the help of the local reactonary forces—the export of the
counter-revolution o Congo |Kinshase] In 1H0-61, o Ghana
In Fabruary 1968, are the same powers which he saw export
the oounter-revolution—with the help of reactionary local for-
cag of the same type—to thi R-&|'|l|||'|‘i-: ol Yemen since 1% revo-
lutlon fn 1982 and to Syrld (o 1888, when this country adopted
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i progressive path of dovalopment, snd Cambodis sines she
followad the non-aligned policy and pefosed to be & hasa of
agprassion ageinst the Vietnamese poagle.

The common man in Africa is well awara that the Imperialist,
monapolist end racialist forces which lald down the plens
tor the establlsiument of armed roclalis Torces In the fGrm
of States at the expense of the Africen peopls in South
Africa in 1510 and BEbodesis In December 1964 g the vory
same forces that established Ispael io Asia in 1948, This wid
mataly aims af constituting an extension—uonder a falze inter-
national legltimacy—of the imparlelisl Westarn powers (o (ha
centre of Alflca snd Asla dnd at vsing them as means and
wiiponsat the sarvice of nao-colonialisin.

For we at the same 1lme Tace holth necoand old ||1|_p|_'-|'l.3]j5:|1
We-are alzo confronted with poppel, consecvative, rocialist
regimes, military bases and occupation at one and the same
tlma: We'face the horrors of the policy of racial discrimination,
the recrlting of whita merceneries against natlonsl and
Progressivie sovermmants, aconomic pressucis-and exportation
ol pountar-revolution and the Petters of pacts, miliiory bases,
condltioned sid and forcad freaties, We glsp face mlssionaries
niding behind fellgions Banoers Aand desiroving - the people’s
ingral Integrity and pdatlonal beritage; we face thom side by
glde with conperted sgpression by Imperialist stotes—In splia
of secondary dillforences helwooh thomn-—somatines undor (he
gulsa of tha UM, The tragedy of the Congo [Kinshasa] [ & clear
axample. We face, moreover, genooide of tribes and the kindl
ing of hateed to prevent nationa) unity, We also face Imperiallst
intrigdes to instigate regional wiars. This at the same fiog ex-
plains the great diverslty of means, methods and paths pf
girtgsle of the people of the geperal mevolutionary front In
Alfrica,

The methods and paths of sirugele are determined by the
peopla®s own realities and  according (o their degres of
devélopment s wall a5 by the specific naturs of the maln
ENEMY.

Undar the broad Alrican [eont armed Hbaration movemanis,
antl-racialist resistoocae; violaat and posaceful, co-Gperate fo
estahlish natlonal entitles, to Hgoldate monopoliss, to diceot
aoclal strogsgle, by peaceful and violeol mesns, lowards
socinlism, dnd to coordingte unity for jelnl revalitiGnary action
hatween a number of progressive frea stofes

We pin trace the consecullve stdges of development of the
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Afrloan antl-lmparialist revolution with both its negative and
positive pspacts as well as the changes it hes bean introducing
into e map of Alrice,

In L1860 the independent ared-—apact [rom South  Africa
with Its specin]l racist attltude—was composed of only thres
states: Egypt, Ethlopla and Liberia. Liberle was in fact an
Ameriean coleny, Egypt a HBritlsh colony oceopied by 80,000
Britlsh qdldiers. Ethiopia had strong fies with the flest mani-
fastations of neo-lmperlatisn.

But in 1980, which 15 worthy of the term “Year of Africa®,
17 new sirtes representing 42% of the area of Africa became
independant, In 15988 direct imperiglisc Influence coofd only
be matntained in 21 political reglons totalling 3.5 million sguidrs
miies and 559 million Inhehltents [24% of the total popwlation of
SIclcal.

With the independenca of Lesotho and Botswono this ysar
| 1066 only 11 politcal entitles are directly dominated by, tm
poclalism, Most of these, however, are extremsly small, such
oz Sabtah, fnl, Rio Muni, Bands, Frencti Somalig—the {ofal
area emoimnis o sbhoor one millon sguare miles |14% of tha
continent’s area] and 15 milllon inhehitenis reprasenting 4%
of the continent’s poplilation

It 1= worthy of notlce that the strongest tmperialist powics
were The [iest ' o cheange. thelr methods of oid !II'.-'|[.'|E1'lI1]J.5?II
for those of the naw.

France, [or example,-which usad t0 cimteal the bizgest ares
of African colonles, has been laft with one direst colony of
98900 sguarce miles and inhablied by FoG000 |:|I.=:l.'!-|'|||?. d1his 1s
Fronch Somalia.

Hritain that vsed to colpnisa the largest pumber of the
inhabitanis of the contloent hes not any . direct colonles io the
gontinant [after Ehodesia®s escape feom ditect imperigtist o-
{luence, dua to the racialist minorities' concoctions compromisa
with the conventional Imperialisl forces], wherees Morfoguess
imperialism still keeps 3 colonles, covering 793,000 sq. miles
where ebout 100 million Africans Hve, Spanish Impsarialism,
mareover, domintes fve colonles (130000 sq. milss] where
2a0AkK) Inhabitents Live.

1]

The achlevement of Independence by 38 Afrlcan countrias
has not Hberated Africa from fmperialist exploitation. Heavily




rastricted eld and monopolistic investments heve replaced
the armies of oocupation,

Neo-coloniallsm bas amployed s monopolistie methods 1o
rob the contlnent of its wealth and to denln 1i= Iabour powirs
to the sxient thet the invested capital in Alrica had reachaed
in 1865 the amount of 22000 million dollars which vielded pro
[its of 2,000 million dollars in the sgme year

By mesans of lis control and dominetion of world markets (o
perlalism—through {ts monopolies—hes regulated prices te
puaranies fabulows proflts; praventing our peaples from aceu
mulating the ¢apital allowing them to develop their resouroas,
proceeding dimultanequsty fo the reductlon of prices of row
malerials and aerieditural products and ralsing thaseoof Indus
trial commodities and machinecy, 1o addifion western monoe
polies atill dominate about 80 per-cent of the volume of Alrican
frade,

The D5A plays an nereesingly impoctanl role in this Tield
[n Africa its Investments went wpe from 287 million dollars
I 15950 to 925 mitllon dollavs o 1560 and leapad-up 1o 1,700
million doilars” i 1984, Tty expores L0 Afrlce wenl up froim
444 milllon dollars to 916 million doliars, Iis impaeis Tromm
352 millon dotlars io 1,211 million doliars durtng the pericd
LAs0 (o 18964

The incredsaof Woslgrne Invesiments was accompanled by
tha spraad of aggressive military bases, Americs has now the
iargest number of naval and air bases in-Alrica;” such as
bases In Moreooeo, Lybla, Tunlsie, Liberts and Etkdopla,

Americian ||1|p|_=|'|_:1II~||:| Started brazen Intervantlon sgains
national-liberation movemants. This Inferventlon reached s
clmax against the Congo |Kinshesa| in additton too plimalng
riencilonary coups d'@lal and exportlng counter-revolations {o
underming the freedom loving regimes

The essence of neo-colontallsm is to ensure formal polltcal
independence while securing actual subordination to impecial
|51, B:-ipElr.'i..Ell'_'g.' E:L'LIILI.II!I!I.:-'IH'!-' The ned-galonialists realisa thet
subordination cen be ensured by means of o large numbsr of
mathods, by varlous economis, |J!.-|'.1I|"i'||. milltary end {deologl
cial means.

These methods and means are bésed on economic links rep-
resented In spocidl pconbmic reiations; loans, Essistance and
Investiments.

Special eeonomic relitlons are rapresenied by the angage

ments of an African country oward a specillc zone of [n




flusnce, a customs unfon or “a commaon merket” dominated by
impariglism; &l these factors ere ofien comblined, The mong-
tary systems of most wosl and Ceniral African states are
linked with France and subordinated to the “Bank of Westarn
Afrvica® and to the "Hank of Central Africa®, The Monetary
Louncil that [ssues the East Afrlcan Shillling s dominated by
thiy Brifist & huge pombar of Alrvicin independent states pod
still aithar in the Sterling or Franc zones, The system of *Com=
monwealth Preference” directs the foreign teade of some o
thesis stabés. Most of them belong to the Edropean Common
Market where they suffer its fetiers withoot taldng part in its
administration and orlentatton—the excuse of course 1% that
thiey Benelilt by selling thelr pocdudts in 1 and obiain [oom it
aid and investmants.

The essence of “special economic ralatlons” 1s hest reflected
In the foreign trade ol a large number of Africen states, Britlsh,
L&, ‘and West Gorman share: o African Commonwealth
conntries’ imports often exceeds 60%; France's share of the
Afrp-Malagesy counteiss varied In 1963 from-33% (Togol to
74% [ Klatlugascar ). TI'.i.h‘: situption shows clearly. how alosaly
the gconomy of Alrlcen eounirids is linkad to the imparialist
aconomies and how greatly |e-is dependent on them. The most
cunning telck the naocolonialists play In this respact ls thelr
claim tlat thay by Alrican coontries™ products-especially
agricultornl products and raw moberial—at higher prices than
thosa af the world market. The catch is, of course, that the
wobld markel prices are fixad by the seme Imperialist coun-
tries. The high prices they pay o Alrican countrles ace all
used to-finance imparts Irom fmparialist counteies. Those high
pricas, howevar, do not suffice. And so we find thal most Afrl-
can countries suffer a deflcit in their balances of poyments
which they cannot cover wiihoul turning for aid and |oans
from imperialist countries. Thus special sconomic relations"
compel African countries to seek ald.

Mo s the deficlt o the balance of payments the only
factor that drives them to-seak afd. Thera is also o deficit In
the state budget that s covered by one or more Imperialist
stintes. [mperialist assistance is sometimes io the form of
military aid to equip and traln the local ermies. In certain
tagseg it can be psed o finance "technloal aid*

‘nat atrlkes s frst as {ar as impardalist sid |5 concerned
ks that the need of Afrlean counteies for it is caused by impe-
cinlism, For impercfalist domination himpored the doevelopsont




of Africen nationel economles which Kept on producing nothing
bt rew material. Imperialisl posfers alwavs succaemd (o deve
foping “relations of trade™ to thele own [nterest [t s noticerble
that the prices of raw materials produced by great lmparlalist
powers ara relatively kept steedy; this cannpd be said sbout the
prlces of those produced by the newly indepandent couniries
Take the case of Egyptian and American cotton The former,
ihough betier o guelity and less in guantity, Tall in price by
A0y during the petiod 1955-=05, Wherdas American cotton Fell
in the same period by only 12%. It is also tobe noted that
devaloplng couniries cannot sell their new Industrial products
withont expaort aid, Le, uniess they aré cheaper than similar
prodilots In Western countries. The core of the matter lias In
the relaticns of sxploltation enforoed by neo-colonfalism upon
newly independent couniriss by mesns of woegual, trads. s
f resull of this expleitation, Alricen countries [ose many times
what they pet of aid.

The maln purpose of militery Bid i (¢ bring up nascent
military [orces In the bosom of Imperislst armies bod {0 e
them to satiety with reactlonary thought so that they can ba
aasily used egeingt revolutionary movements and play the
ald role of tmperiallst armies as thele territorlal - troops; the
ol of crushilng pational-liberation  movemenis

On the sacial leval, colonialism ralied solely on the tribal
chiefz. Neg-colonlalism, 'howsaver, exerts all effopis o win over
the naszcen!l edocated bourgenls aleménts by placiog hem in
posts n the state machinery [which depends on Imipacialist
aid] end in monopolistic enterprises, thus trylng o {=olate
tham from the working masses and create a privileged ¢loss
Indetstad to Impecialism

On the political level, ned-tolonlalism depends oo prd-
colonielist gpovernments, which cannot rid themseives of this
dependence, since their economic, political and tdeslogical
Interesis are tied o the wheel of lmperiaslizm, Men-colonialism
has actually succeeded in winniog over & noinber of siatesmean
who once belonged to the natong] movemants, thos takiog
advantage of thelr formar popularity to consolidete. 9 anthor-
ity. In opder to ensure the completa oyalloy ol those stdtasmen
and roulees, ned-colenializm wies 0o stir up friddl and Dorder
disputes io0 push counieies Into adopting a bostlle  wmifl-
tude towards each other, as in Latin America, where, Instead
of uniting to rid themselves {from the influence of 1.5, compa-
nlag, Latin American countries I!mlg_]'.l aach other In the




interost of thoss companies. At the beginning; neo-colonialism
irled to establish a fagede of [ormal bourgsols democracy =o
a3 bo be able o atlack the mevalotionary repimes a5 ant-demno-
cratic, Howeavar, this fagade was very weak and 1o most casas
thie polidcal parties were no more than new names for tribal
or racial essemblies, Faked elections, polltical corcuptian,
beibery and confiicting Imperiglist lolerests wors 1;\-_~;|'_|r_|-¢;|:|_'| and
privved incapable of reslsting mass actlon. Neo-colontalism has
therefore resoried to misrepresenting the concepl of the
syatam of (he single revalulionary party which has emerged in
s0IE progoessive countries as a means to engage the national
forces In the struggle against lmperialism and reaction, for
national and social lheration. ¥ has imposad reactinary ong-
parky ragimes to mislaad tha masses and disgolse the dictatarixl
reactlonnry mle, Howewver 1L seams that thiz osw attempt
will not survive for long; faced with the growth of the netional
and cless confliet, imperiallsm in meny countries hes attempted
| snmetimes o collosion wiih e ruling sovernments] o hand
over aothorify (o a olifmber of oimy leaders who onoe served
In tha imperialist armies and rp=e In mnk niot as = resull of
participation’ (n a rebelllon or a ravalotion ot meraly because,
alb the Hme &f lndepesdences they weps the only peaple of
mmilitary axpacienee avallable

Al present, the struggle In Afrlesn against lmpacialiso is
inainly charscterized by the growine Inclination towerds unity.
Indead, African unity hes hecome one of the main slogans
of the anti-lmperialist and ned-colonjalist ravolotion In Alrica,
This slopun Inspires the African peoples to- intensify their
strogele for national liberatlon, for the sefegnarding of inde-
pendence and national soveceignty and [or social progress

After Indepandence, the slogen of unity has not bheen con-
flned to natlonel lksration: 1t hiEs come to mean cooperation
to saleguand Independence dnd to solve the sconomic and poll
tical problems which chnnof ba solved by one country’s efforts
alone.

ATFlGan unity has acquired o militant and profound revilo
tidnary content which has extanded the scope of the struggle
agalnst colonialism, to inclnde neo-colonlalism. It has acquired
g sncial oontent which I8 reffected o the realisation of Lhe
necessity for cooperatlon (0 sofleguard Independence by i




glimipation of ecopomlo, @ocial and cultyeal Backwardnass.
With this new concept, unlly has become the aim and objective
of the popular masses In Afreica for which the workers,
peasants, intelligentsla and the revolutloneries are strugsling.

With these new dimensions (he gueEstion of Alvlcan unlcy
hits 10 be discussed and crystallised in the context of grivwing
natlonal-libaration struggle and the peoples' determination
to- work oot an Independent way of development, #snd In &n
oreanisational form, which constitutes in Esell an [nstrament
ond A Safeguarcd 1o the strugels Tor onity, By the beginning of
the sixtles, the absolute majority of the Africen countries had
achigvad thelr Independence. The year 1983 marksd the
founding of the Organisation of Afrlcan Dinlty [CRALE].

The eHtoblistiment of this organisation 15 regoarded as ona
of the main achievements pf the Afrlcan peoples end its Charter
ls correctly considerad o be a progréssive anti-lmperiallat
and anti-neq-calonialist dodumenl

Tha establishment of the OAU hes proved the attachment
of the African peoples to unlty; 1t kas epabled the African
paoples and coungivies to extend the seope of thelr coopereiion
I the pokdcal, ooontmic and oultusal domains. It has aiso made
it possible for an iocreasing oumbe: ol 1is members to adopt
certaln. common attiudes (0 defence ol the cause of world
peace anid Afrcan natlonal  ldberation, Inskde Interaational
nEganisalions

Che COreganisation of African Unlty faces cerfiln objectlve
difficulties, malnly:

A Subversive dothetles. ol ned-colenlalist fordes;

b The stand of some countries whlioh &aré Inclined, 1n thelr
niernal-and foredgn policy, (oo depend on pao-colomialiem;

¢] Differences In the African coontries' political and eco-
nomlc strocture &8s well as in their standard of sacial devel-
OpHent;

i} Theoretical and Ideolopicel difffculties or problems
pertaining: to the cause of Afrlcan unity:

A1 these diffioalties htecact on tha sofl of complex Alvican
reality, a soil which nuftuces tribal, sectaridan and racial
iifferences, language barriers, moltl-natfonallsm, |gnorance,
chans and underdeeslopment, which seeds were sKITUIEY sown
there by colonlalism.

Despita all thess hindrances, the desire Por Afrlcen unlty
hat been stronger than anything: elss, for the very simple




edson that this unlty 15 the abjective of all the actlve ravoi-
tiomary forges in the dontinent.

The task of the pew Afrlcen states 15 to safepuard the OAL
and mainiain s anti-lmperialist and entl-neo-colonlalist stand.
The DA 45 called upon to adopt a policy based on eeallty and
principles; In order to sattle the issues of Afvlean dunlty In b
way thet prevents the emergence of factlons and new divl-
sfong In the Alrican Iront. Al the Same Home the QAL should
concentrate on gquestions which wonld ensura broader miolil-
lzation of the peoples of the continent, and strive for the
implementation ol its eesclotions on codperation and aco-
nomic unity. Whenever {t bocomes impossible for the Africen
countries and governments to undertake acton which would
consclidate the unlly of Africa, then 1§ will be the united
airnggle of workerss, peasants and revolutionary Intellectuals
which will pave the way for such unity

Thus, the progressive natlopal, political organisedons: and
parties in every African counlbry are callsd upon to astahblish
# sirong slliance of all antl-dmperctalist and anli-neo-cofonialis
forces whose Intereste meet with the requirements of an
independent, development. These parties and opanisations
sivould egstanlish on the-continental soale-an order of priority
of drgpeat issues—such as the natonal-Hberatlon movemant
of Alripa—and thus define common actlona and positlons
towrards whlch afforts should b ol led

Tha historic experlence of the struggie of the peoples- of
the continent has proved fhat trade unions have 8 glorious
part o play In the struggle against Imperiallsm and neo
colomialism, for the establishment of a powerfol unity of the
teade mmlon movement on & continental scele against the
disgensionist activitles underlaken within the trade omion
movemeant itseif by the agedis of old and new ocolonlalism,
A molid hesls of African unity will be |sfd through meetings
between (rade union ocganlsations, and promotion of the
peasant movement, as a prelude to meetlngs betwean the pea-
gant wanguerd and revolutionecy Intellaciuals

Lastly, It has besn established that the African countriss
which have chosen the soclaltst path constitufe the fdvanced
posts for the defsnce of Afrlcan unity, The experlence of the
miasses has shown that it 45 the political forces which strugele
for soclal progress that are most devoled to the Ideals of
African unity and most militant in the strugele for (s achieve-
ment, Thus 1L falls on' the revolutlonary parties and po-
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lHtical organisations In the Alrlcan countries that hove chosan
the socialist peth ito safeguard loternal onity in thelr respec-
five countries, since the-achievement of unity among Workars,
paasants and revolotionary Intellectuals is 4 pre-mondition
for the eccomplishment of the tasks of soclalist transfor-
mdAtion. At this stage, characterised by rabid sttacks ol the
ned-colonfalist fortes om the continemt, the ravelulicoary
partles End organisatlons in the countries that have chosen
the =ooialial path are [aced with the fask of strugeling 1o the
Ideological field with the aim of purging thelr céspective
societies of ldeas that are antagontstic to sclentific sociallso.
At the sama Hme theay shodld exdébange axperfonces that
winuld Lelp solve the complicated thasretical problams which
natorally regnlt from the convargence of the netional and social
ravolutions

The nattonal-libaration struggle has bean assuming greater
dimenslons in the African continent; the actwal methods of
sirngeie and the Torms of organisation have lEewise grown
fn variety, The continent has witnessed—and- sHII does—
liberation and guerilis warfare, strikes, demonstrations and
differant forms of passive boycotl. The Afrlcan masses have
mobilizad their forges throvgh their pational nod progressive
parties and organtsations; s well &3 through workes' teade
unions and peasants’, intelieciuals’ and wompn's organlsations

For centurigs ithe caoldrop of revolutlon ked been bolling in
rlfrican societies. Tha eontinenl sullered uwopder the heayvy
pressures of colondallsm o where océupation woas assoclated
with =lgve trade, ruibless exploitatlion end the crimes of
raclal ssttlpments. Today, moderm means of cominunication
and scieptfic progress have made the world smaller. Revolu-
tonary thought and radicsl changes that Dave fited the
balance of power are echoing loudly in Africa, espacially
since poclalism hes become § sirongly meterialised world
phepomess. Consequently, the explosion was violent, compre-
hensiva and sudden, especlally since the African tolling
masses had nothing to lese but thalr chalns,

This sxplosgion tobk plage in favoutables world conditions,
The Afrtean revolution wes able to find In mors than one
domaln great support In the generel world revolotlonary
dévolopment and in the sodialist countrles. The USSE, in
pacticular, pffered uncondittonal moral and material @id,
Instent diplomatic recognltion, Immeadiately atier [ndepand-
ence, the issulng of ultimatims (o adventicers, as bappensd
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guring the Suee war In 15955, low-lnterest lodns (2.5 par cent)
tachnlcal old- for economic development—eapeclally in the
Industeial Held—and in 1985 reached 4 millilon
dollars. Lor developing cointries, 70 por ¢ent of which was
allooated to Indusiry. This aid was o positive contribotion
which enshled a pnumber of African countries to win the
battle for economie independenca

(K"

Yot thls great hustory of our continent's stroggle weani
through moments of ebb and How. Along with victories thare
wiord also some l0sses

It s our duty today boldly to highlight (hese-shortcomings
In order too Nnd a sctentific remedy and reallstic revioloe
Honary solutions.

We would e decelving ourselves fiest and focemost IF we
belieyed the bright picturea manifested in the map of our
conflinent (Giay, Tiving the (ags of 39 1ndepepdent countries
[with only 11 repions sl direcEly subjected (0 colonlalism
the area of which does not excesd 1 mllllon square miles,
ie, 14 pér cent of the coptneni's surface ] and wito a total
population of oot mora thap 1% million pepple, Le. 8 por
cant of the continant’s inhabitants.

Lifectivr reallities ape such, howeyer, thaf gpart from less
than 10 countriss which have baen chla o varying degrees
io attein true independence through the emancipation of their
sponomies: end development, the remalping countreies, the
overwhmlimling majorlty, have attalned oo more than Tormal
independenca, and sHll suffer under the strain of military
bases. Thelr economies are still ferlered and suboplinsted 0
[areiegn monopolies and consegquently fall mainly In the :_-.plzum
of influence of neo-colontalism.

It follows: therefore that the essence of Alvican st riupgEla
today les n aconomlo emanclipation and the buillding of an
Indopendant, developlng national ‘aconomy, Howewver, (he
proeess ol aeannmie emAnaipation and the sobsequent dowve|
opment oparations come Op agfalnst compliceted negaliva
conditions, In addition to ulier BacEwardness, the pOor, SoIE
timas ovan nonsexistent finoncial accomulation  necassary
Tor dl'."'r'I‘]i:l[JI'.'l‘l!llL and the severe dearth of techinlcal cadias,
we [nd thal Imperiallst disintegration bas divided the oon-
tinent Info-small wunits. Only 3 of the countries haye a popu




lation that exceeds 20 milllon: 25 countries have o [ll’.l|]|l|dl'.l'.ll'|
below & million and 13 countrles bave 8- populetlion less than
1 million. This means reduced wviabliity of most Aleican
counieies to develop by them=elves end the lmitation of the
nationel market (o a dangeroos degres, preéventing any sariowEs
imd affective progress.

It fellows that the struggle for economic emandipalion s
plosely pssociated with the ssue of African dnoity in many
posslbie  forms, fmnglong from economic céordination and
planning smong & number of states to the esteblishmeant of
greater unlts through the cooperation of o number of states
In secocdance with their conditions, ahd {eading o the laying
af the material foundations for an African common merked
throngh the establlshment of strong e and relations among
all Alfican sintes

Tha struggle for esonomic emancipation, oiimately sssocial
edd with the guestion of onlty, can oever accomplisle 5 radical
ohjectlvios except by pursuing the road to socialism. This i=
the only way which can, through planning, -mobiHze all k-
fian, technical and material resources In profects of develop
mant; which will sarve thae Interests of the masses and ralse
thelr standard of [iving 43 o whels Thiz must ha the Rkl
nol meeraly the Interests ol a minority which leads a parasitls
axistenca, off the toll of the magdses, & apvsialise evEntually
nto & bourgenis class finkdd, by Its interests and nature, with
the forelgn - monopolies and- nep-colonlebiam.

This 15 the basic general trend as conflrmed by sewoluitlon
ary experlenoes in Africe, Experience has shown that even
In couniries where the focal capltalist class |Ie1.=|e'.'u|m.1 rela-
Uvely under the colonlal nile--a%in Egipt [br Instance—thal
this class 1s too weak to undertake hig development to the
required extent withln the framewors of classical caplialism.
Furthor, ona has (o regacd the climate ol the epoch-—espa
glally since World War l—when socolalism has becoms B
atrong centre of aticactlon for the numeross popular classes
and sections other then the working class.

This capltalist class has become anlagonistic Mundamantally
i the national-liberation movemani. This antagonism Is dun
to thae _TIl'EI'J-:I!'II‘II'I.-'II'II'."E- af sociallst tandencles among the masses
of 1he pnational revololion aspiving toa bettar material and oil-
tural life with the consequent convargence of the essence of
the national-liberetlon revolotion with that of the social revo-
lution with fta socialist horizonss Faoed with this insvitebla
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convergence which has come to form & general phenomeon,
agch a [ocal bourgeois class, e::‘:;rEElr'.lll'g.' the bg hnill‘;q-?nlS:IE.
has Iost all the classical revolufloneey aliributes which chap-
acterized 1t during the national-liberation movement in tha
period betwesn e two world sward, when It was IHighting
sgalnst Imperialism and (s monopalies to gailn the nationad
market and to share with it lis power ond Indepsndance,

That Is one thing. Besldes ihis, neo-colopfalism—unlika
Imparialism-—cessed {0 ba hostile  {o Ehe Inferests of (hls
bourgeots class and its political, sconomic and social ambl
tlons. MNeo-coloniallsm s now resdy not oply to play partner
t this class, bul even (0 consolidate |t 4% o prospactive force
ipposad to the new progressive national revolutlon with its
tread- towards socielism—on the conditlon that all economic
developmen! opérations aré conlined 1o a narrow frame Hnked
to and controlled by the ioterests of the neo-colonlalises.
Nep-colonlalism, unlike the old colonfallsm, 15 willing to
aceept political Independence and lmited develoapment on
Pty conditions:

First, that developmant should 'not o any way go beyond
sytracting and processing  [ndustebes, 06 should not sxtend (o
haavy Industey which 15 the hasls of radital developoient of
any national economy end the essence of Hs dndapandanca.

Seepndly, that' the national revolutlon be deprived of (s
soedal content with it= soclallst borlzons

That 15 why neo-coloflalism bas now & very deflnite plen
for Alcica, crystalllsing In fts endeavour §0 bulld a nuclaas
for o natlonel bourgeolsie in the countries where such a so-
clel clage does not exist, This 1t does elther throragli Bras-
craflc means by replacing 145 own elements by those of the
new class in the state apperatus after Independence, or by
granting its afld and loans to et up, In conjunction with
them, private fIroms whose Interests are lioked with those of
toralgn monopolies, especially in frade and |n processing
Industries. This s what Franch nen-colopiatiam endenvoured
fo do during tha Algerian rewdlutlon throongh the Constantine
project In 1058 with the porposs of Wlldineg what it nemaed
“the third force™; or through brioging up and forming cedres
under bts Influence to dominate the state apparatus ond 1o
take ower the greatest share of the natlonal Incomes as is
pracilsad |n Dahomay, whera 0 per cent of the netlongsl
income Epes Into - the pockets of bursaucratlo elaments o
the state apparaies,
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Hence, ohjsctive reality confronts the Afrlcin céevoliition
with the task to hoild—steategically speaking—the unity of
its farces through the struggle which [oliows the attalninent
of independence under the leadership of the popular classes
intepesied in securing complete pational Independence and
developlng soclaty |n the direction of soclalism,

It woold also ba a form of seli-decepton I svery African
penple whio has achisved independence limlited §ts existance
wilthin its borders with the excuse of concentrallng on the
procesa of building and developing lts society, destroyed by
coloniglism and plundered by monopolies. It I5 certainly
fmportant and necessary [or the people {0 ambark on the
buflding and development process with all lis potantials, but
it 5 egually important #nd negessary not io ba lsolated for
a moment from the libsratlon movenenl anywhees In the
continent, but to react to it deeply and extend to 1t all pos
glble moral -and material assistance. The Independence of
gvary Alrcan country s sariously menaced by the existence
or infinence of tmperialist forces snywhare in the continent,
for s present rones of influegoe are In Fact but cpringbnards
agalnsl Indepondent states.

Assisting natonel-lberation movements in the continent s
not an ohligation lmposed on Independent Africen countries
by copsidecations of 'militont Eratammity  and cevolutionary
principles mlone. [t ls similarly am aobligaton Imposed by
conslderations of safeguarding the Independence achieved and
the current processes of evolution and development. It s, in
short, a kind of simultapsous defence and attack agalnsi
amemy Imperialist bagas naad, basically, (o attack independant,
ind particolarly revoludonary, couniries, That |s what hap-
penad against (he patlonal Congolese government headad by
the Jate Patrice Lumumba, and the progressive government of
Ghane headed hy President Kwame Wkromah, Slmilarly, the
Imperfaliat raciat base In Rhodesid constiutes a sarious and
direct menace to Zambla.

Wa must admit here that this duty to self ond brother alike
was ol observed with the reguired effectiveness by a conside-
rible number of Independent countries. There js now an urgent
need o :I||||||r:l'|:|E||I the sesolultion of the O0AU on asslstanca
tee patiopal-liberation movements, as well as to Intensify the
riovolutlonary exercise of this duty parficularly by progressive
revalutionary regimes by vivtue of their historic responsibdli-
ties toward the destiny and foture of the continent as & whole.
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It 15 cerlalin thiel the sreal Ineguality, of thé soolal develop-
mant of the African countries and peoples, the diflarances in
the Ideological and soctal bases of polltdcal pariles and the
digzenzsions of which the working closs and trade unlon organid
galions sulfler are all objective factors produclng cauges thit
lead to the disimtegration of the unity of the revoluliohaey Lor-
res in Africa

There I% g edditlon a subordindgts [aotor -:-L'-|ac:ll'.'ul'.r ap
]:u:ls.ad to: thie undty of the revelutionary Torces. This s the
canflict within the world Communist movement, with s neg-
ative effecis o) rade union, progressive and natlonal miova
ments in Africa, and sonsequently oo thae Afvican revolution
as &8 whole. 1t has rendered the Africen revolution Incapnble
of  concenteating ail its:- efforls against the main enemy;
timperlalism and reactionary clghtlsts have since this confilet,
found fhetr way into it

It Is thee duty of tha Altlcan revolutionory forces (0 resist
sucth- disintegration resolutely and swiftly and to deal with it in
n patent and sclentifla way. Thls may bea difficult task b
15 nol lmpossilile, i'-:1|'||-'=.||:'||'l'!.' slnce the alm of the present
phose of  the contemporary resoloiion is clear and agreed
upoiy: ‘complate patlonal Nbecation end- desvelopment towards
socinlism. -Dopsequaniiy, 1 has the ohjectvs creiterion  That
gnables it B0 distingulsh—by wonds - and desds——revolutionary
from' oeactionary forces regardiess of ithe #ssumed masks.
wWitlie we shouwhd- 1limél 30 the “grestest exlenl tha eflect of
the conllict within the Communist movament on our African
reality, in respect end sppreciation of herd experiences, ihe
ra'.-'ulur.lﬂu.'::_u nationsl African Torces should reject, In thaory
and prectice; the policy ol anti-communism, Communist forces
gliould 8t the same tlme rejoct dootrinal rigidloy when considar-
ing the new phenomena that appear in Afelce, We are &l callad
upon to balid our revolilicongry unity through the scientific
islom ol reallly, and (o parkake in drawing up a onifised plan
of African revolutionasry action, toking Into copsideration the
spacial circumstances and Lhe particulae possibillties of every
ape of our sociaties,

Last bt oot leest, we woold be decelving ourselves If we
considerad  the reactiopary Imperfalist coup In Ghaono in
February 1868 against the progressive government of Presi-
dent Mhrimah (o ba o transient event in the history of the
afrcan covolution; or 1f we thought that the maln ceuses
hehind It werm Created by the Impeplalist forces nlone, over




looking the negative factors that contributed to the success
of the reactionary lmperielist blosw.

meErg ane eight maln ebsargations on the Ghana coup 4'atal:

1 It 5 the second counter-revolution plotted agalnst an
Africpn soclety with a revolutionary national leadership; aftar
tha Tt coanfer-revalution in the Congo [ Kinshasa|, tn 19360
1061

2, Cootrary-fo the former tradition of denlol and: disguise,
the Imperlalist Torces  and  Ghaoafian reactlon openly and
deflantly doclorad that they wers the orgpanlsers of this conp,

This means that at this stage imperiallsm and Alrdtan
reactlon are almilag to mekd & show of strength, in ocder to
creste an atmosghers of actegl intimidefion of all revalo-
tlomary Hbsration [orces and now siates, desiroy lhelr morala
from within in order to lacliitate the exertion of pressurce
with the purpose ol undermining their unity of struggle and
[orcing them to singly seek compromise with old and neo-
colonialism and retorn once more to the zones of Imparclalist
Influence. This flagrant aggressive imperialist attHinde s noi
restrloied to Afvles, 1t copstiiuies & seneri] phepomenon In
Asia [ Vietnam, Adan, Yeren, and Palesting ] and TAtn Americs
[ Cubn and the Dominican Repunbiic]

5 'The Ghane coup' d'élat occuffed an the eve- ol a series
of Internal milftrry conps i & nunsbsre of z:cl;.-'_.h!_l-::-nrill_.: Alrlcan
countries (the Congo, Upper Volte, Central Africap Republfc,
Dahomey, Migeria). Thaese coups did nat change the nature of
thir reglnges 1o thess counlei=s which are hosgile op 8t least
resarved towards the African revolutlon. They were Intended
to tighten the grip on thess coontries through military regimes,
rendering them Into celatively powerful bases for sttacks
agalnst progressive regimes. The Ghang coup was thelr [irs
operation

4, The coup pocurred about threse months altér the dsarpa-
tion of Rhodesia by the white fapclsts backed by [mperlallsin,
on Movembar 11, 19856, desplis the collactve threats of [ndg
pandent Alvicen states to resist this osorps'ton by force. Bul
thase threats were nof put Imio. effect. At the Organization
of Afrloan Unity, some of thesa-states even hroke thelir promise
io-sevar relations with Britaln if 1t did oot Inferlere—by force
ol arms—io ovarthrow the raclst regime, while the piogressive
reglima of Ghang which rehaellpd - agrinst mambarshlp of the
Commonwealth, and seversd relations with |t on account of
Rhodlesia, was everthrown, The imperialist forces and African
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reaction seemgd t0 be desirous of dizcouraging the African
revolutlonary peoples who could do nothing for the people
ol Ehodesia, wherees the pevolutonary regime of Ghina was
ovarthrow,

5. It is evident that the coup came as a surprise to the
Ghana revolutionary forces and leadership iteelf, as President
Mhrmumah left Accra on a trip to North Vietnam, and befars
four days hed passed the coup took place. Oreanisers of the
coup revealed that they had thooght of staging their coup
earlier, but they gave up the ldea and put off the execullon
of thelr plan. antll Nkrumah's depariure. This means that
preparations for the coup were conducted in full secrecy and
withoat the knowledge of the revolutionary forces, the party
and the leadership. The party could not even put op an jmme-
difte organised resistance, Why

This Is probably due to the fact that the party owerestimated
its formal strength derived from its occupation of poslbions
of power, not from Its organlsation, cedres, and position
among  the- popular masses, the real seurce of sirength. It
remalngd b be a boat floating on the surface of soclety,
comprising a group of revolutiopary Intellectuslzs and cliy-
dwellers. 1t could not pexetrate to the depihs of the rucal
masses; o enlzhten amd mobillse the broad masses who have
# el loleeast o the revoelotion and who ara §ts safeguard.
Its most important activity was coltural actfon laden with
revolutlonary slogans and doctrinal theorstieal discussions
within four walls, not milltant politicsl action that merges
with tha masses through Interpretatiom and crystalllsation of
their Intarests, views, problems, and vitel lssues In reallstlc
appliceble politicel plans; and the mobllization of popular
forces capable of actual movermeat.

Tha fact wa should face s that some of our revolutionery
parties are atfll more ke members of revolotiopary Intellect-
ual clubs who anjoy [stening (o theld own voices amd
compeie in displaying thelr theoretical information on formal
struciures, organisationgl procedures and other ahyious aspecis
of revolutionary organisation, such as democratic centralism,
collective. lerdership, suhordination of (he lower organs to
highar ones, ete. But they do npot exert sufficlent sfforts 1o
achisve organisational fusion with ithe massas and to grasp
tha- particolae elrcomstances Of thelr own soclaty, All they
witnl 15 & party modelled after the revolutionary partles of
the soclalist countries. Consegqoently, It tuens oul o be & mag-
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oificant revolutlonary baiflding on the oufside bui lacklng
in content and effadtivensss, disconnacted Irom reality and
izolated from the popolar masses, so thal it collipses belors
A pracilcal test:

The issue of establishing a revolutlonary party s Iicst aod
foremost & reallstidc netiopal issoe. It is oot sufficlent to
lay out the fevalutionary nrg:i::fﬁ.ﬂl;lnum proceduras and rules,
all thie should be Bormulated in a netlonal spleit sooas Lo Dase
with reslity and the masses without any barrlers or resor
io administrative methods, Democratic centralism end othar
revoluliomary vty ruilns ave actually necessary, bul what Is
mora essanttal for & revolotioooey pacty organisation in an
African soclety ls to teke into conslderation the tribal oon-
ditfons destructive for the unity of the people |tself, &nd to
davise mathods of bullding an organisation capable of Dealis-
tically and parsevaringly handling tribal divislons and probing
into them with the purpose of achieving national onification
and Izotating rescilonary and lmperiatist Influence. 1T revo-
lutionyacy partles: in relatively advanced conoicies arg astal-
lished by organs; tactes, apd strategies of transferring socaty
from the cepltelist to the soctalist system, revolutlonary parties
in most newly Independent Afvican countries shoald be estab
lished by difforbnt crgans, tactics, and striategies doiwmn froni
thelr reality. Here the ‘aim of the party is'io move {n a rapid
and =ericus  leap unprecedented B homean kistory—Inom
iribalism thoough the phases of [eudalism and capttalism
dicactly to soclallsm, in confrontation of both old aod neo
colonialism,

g, The Immediate alleglance to the coup of the stale ma
shinery with all s ollicials, especially those In responsible
pogltions, from Forelgn Mindster Saky (o ambassadors -and
ilrectors of the princlpal organs, oo the proonds that thoy
wars after all, only officials oheying orders of the government,
whatever that povermment may b,

This shows that desplte the revolutlonary nature of political
power in Ghana, the state machingry remained in the hands
of the resctonary forces and the puppel cadees formed by
coloniallsm to replace it after independencs,

Consequently, coloniallst reactionary Influence confloued
io sgpread ke cencer in the state machinery, which always
constliutes the centre of gravity within & newly developing
community. This. infleence bridles and peralyses the effect
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of the new revolutlonaey forces and party control aover this
mathingry oxists o appearance oniy,

7. The principal Ilnstrument of the cbup was the drmy. The
army in Ghane, as in g8 great number of pewly independent
African states, 18 8 comhlnation of, on the one hand, traditional
military elements, which once served amd defended the ocolo-
nialist regpime dand which werg Inherited by the pevoliton
atter independence, and, on the other hand, new ootionallsd
eiaments which jolned the srmy efter the revoluiion.

However, since the Iormeér alemehis: had behind them the
sarvice and technleal expecience which tha latter did not, i
was the normal thing for the independent govarmmeént, without
conalderation of futore hezards and under pressurs of urgant
demands, 16 depend on the old elements with thelr tradifional
ttes to the colonfalists, and copsequenily put them [n chaege
of the grmy and its organisation

In Ghana lmelf the army with its new elemants continued
o he divectly commandad by foreign officers who obvlogsly haid
antagonistic tendenclis oo sebatdingte 40 Lorsign military - ex-
perts, Besldas, the naw officers recetva thel’ training in s
Imperiailsi Western coounirles and |.':.’11'..~i..j".|.]l|.ﬂ:|'|l'lf.l they aras
indoctrinated agalnst the progressive devdlopment of thelp
countrias.

[n Ghaneg particolacly, Britdsh officers confinued to train
thiy Army even Sfier 1991, while 20 pae cent of the officers had
raceived thair tralning at Sandhurst {n Britai.

Thiz in effect means that the Ghanalan army rematned
under an imperdalist command which opposad (he revolution
and its leadersihlp.

The revolotionary and party orgamlsations failed o con-
igin the army poilitically end lnk Itz actlon end the desting
of fts officers and soldiars with that of the revolution.

Hience the soctal and political split batween the army and
the revolution. The army chima to ba & reserve for redction
iand impertallsm (nstead of becoming a people's army corstitut-
Ing an-effective fonge of the revalution itsell.

There 15 no need o underline the fact that imparlalizm and
neo-colonlallsm aee today concentrating theie efforts to Infil-
trate Lnto army ovgans: & lafge proportlon of U5, amd Western
aid dnd experts sant to the newly indepeandent Afvican coun
tries s for military purposes.

B, Tha coup d'état was met by difierent policies of African
and socialist states. Some of them recognized the conp d'8tat or
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el 1o recognize IE as a Talt accompli, while others denounced
it. This led to confusion in the ranks of the African and world
ravolationarcy forces

Togay e AlFIcan rovolultion Fhces oo of thres g lbarngblves:

Introversion and fsolation within Hs own megional booand
arlgs, This would mean nol only giviog up its Wberotion snd
eevoluilonary principles in tha leht of which i© has gainad mo
ral and malerial importance and woeleght at all evels, bul akso
giving up it= front lina of defenss agalost coloninlism and
eEantion.

Entey Intd bargalnlng with neo-colonlalism and resction
which actoally means fovfeiting its indopendence and histor-
jcal materlal end morol goins—losing oul against monopoely,
Peudalism, capitailsm and underdevelopment and TEErESSINE
gradusily 10 the fold of colonialism,

— Contimuation of the revolutlon, pooling 41 elloris - and
reorganisation of forces In the leght of the exparience gained
I the battle agalnst coloplalism and resction,

Thiz is tha path-of History, Hope and Lilg-—=a hard path In
fact but with no other substitute.

The vary et thal the Afclcan resolpiion survived 15 proot
that [t has tnken: this last-path, Cur moating Beea: foday
testifies to this .choloa.

Howewer, to-ensureé advance along this path at ths | preseng
stage It Is essential o make Into | conzidesstion o hilghly
significant and grave matier

As the colomiabist forces direct thele recent offensives to
ceTtain strategic spots o Africa, poaling all Torces and shor
ening Umes a8 much as passible, and thus arciving ot rapid
rasults; the progressive and revolutlonary forces have exten-
ded thelr acopa of action under the slogan of  beslaging™ the
coionfalist [orces on o broad Iront and on & large soole. This
i5 by for niora than thelr actoal possibllitdes allow, and [t 1s
detrimental, for they draw Into their ranks hesitant foroes
merety because they are, [ormally speaking, Uberated from
colonialist subjuzation

This has lengthensd thele Hnes more (han they am in o
position to support, lolroduced 4 sort of “fifth colomn'™ for
the enemy and restricted freadom of revolutionary action,

This was done 1o safeguard the [ormal and quantliatve
“undiy™ with e,

Wa hasten to say that theoestically and practically, we
cannot - underestimate: the Imporiance of a common  actlon
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gnd s peladdve galns oo the broad front, We shoold regard
this actlen as- “auxillary™ aaod ool the maln and principsl
actlon of the revolutionary lgroes

By assentipl action we mean the otmost possible organised
stannch military and ecopomic resistance 1o colonialist mili-
tary ‘and sconomic potion. Consegquently, the formation of 4
broad African front shoold not hamper the formation of defi
nlte revolutlomary unlis from the fotel of revolutioniry forces
and mstitions capable of effective and rapid action,

Lat the 0AD continoe to carry on s common action within
its relativea hounderies bot with a solid core of Africe®s most
advanced revdlutionary enérgies and systems.

In order tp assime s responsibilities on an effective laval
Africa's revolutionary core has:

Elrgt: to ward off the danger ol the conflicts among Lhe
soclalist states affecting the African revolubion, In fact the
sltuation demands that sctual effective pressure be exercted on
parties. to- the conflicl %0 as to have them bound by the
adopiion of @hjectiva and united stands yersus the principal
COMMmMOn ER8my.

Second: not to b2 ded inio venmmires  (hat unnecessarity
lenglhen the lines of the struggls az cannoet be borne by the
actoal possibilitles of the Afrlcen revoluflonery forces and
thair allies,

Third: 1o s6t up sysbems [or united action by offensiva and
defensive forces -along coordinated and uniied policies

Fourth: to adhere o peaceful coesxistence, which s the
cbjective law of the age, in a reslistic and dialectic manner.
This would prevent the outhreak of an all-out war and ar tha
same flme repel colonlalist wiolence end sxport of counter-
ravolation with Increasing viclence.

ELfth: o provide political, economic, soclal, intallectual and
milltary conditions for the revolutlonary Forces and systems
g0 that there would be a cadical purge of all reactionary and
puppet pockets and remnants whick sct os a resarve for the
tmparialists forces,

Sixth: the group of soclallst stales should concentrate the
acondmic fssistance thay uwnconditionally pive (o the gerno-
Inely revolutionory African stetes

This in fact would be bpnm answer (o the meo-colontalist
policy of concentrating economic ald ln o number of Afilican
and non-African states and reglimes having tes with i

[t wos noted thot the U5, had earcly in 1868 discontinued
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ite. nid to 26 Afrlcen and non-Africen states, those who
insisted on- adoptinga rewdlntlonary indepandent or nob-aligned
policy ¢n the [nternational scene.

If today It is granting ald too 7 states, & ol them gel 74 per
cenl ol the fotad.

Maxt year, it iz expecied, according o officlal declarations,
that 48 per cent of ald will be apportionsd among B stales.
Thers = only one Afrlcan state—BNigarla—among thesea.

[t i5 nlso one of the means of ensuring the coptrol of the
colonfalist forces over (e world capltakist markel, and con-
seguently ovar the prices of raw materlals that constiute
most of the exports of African states, which they sesk Io
lowar with the slm of ondermining Alrviga's possibilities- of
goonomie and social development. This was the case with
Ghana. They kept bringing down the price of cocoa, which pe-
presents 50 per cent of [bs exports, [vom 58 cents per Ik 1o 1854
o 163 conts in 1964 prior to the coup,

Hanie, the African revolution, with its remendous polen-
tialitles; sElll Feces great odds, Hence the rothiessness of 1S
battle and the decisive effect of its victories on the history of
human revolution inguest for a bettae Lfe.

Our revalution Is anfolding In an hrea thal offers unprece-
dented  possibllities- for man. It {5 contemporary to mankind's
afforte to reach the moan, 1E 1 our reaponsibility to s=e that this
strogele on our sacridd sail ends with colenlalism and all ifs
wiorks in the prave.




SOME PROBLEMS OF SOCIAL PROGRESS

ALEXANDER SOBOLEY

1. Indrndoelion

The Afrlcan oconfloent i embarking oo the hizhroad of
Prigiass,

Evarywhere one can see the shdots of a new life, the hirth,
development end strengthening of progressive formd of sacial,
economiy aod polliical erganization ol soclety. A slow bl
slizady growth of tha productive forces Is taking place; both
pducation and culture are sdveEncing

At present when the majority of the Africap’ peoples heva
reached Another fturnlng point Lo thelr deselopment  they
fenl an evec-increasing need for serlous conclusions (o ba
drivwn Iroan the path traversed, elaboration of a concepl of
further socto-economic, political snd - colitural  development
reflecting the strategic alms of the entlre movement and tha
tacilcal tasks at the glves stage of (he Slruggle. Tha Alrlcan
peoplos arn seaking 0 elaborale the comstructive and Fuanda-
mental ideas of soclal progress on the continent, 10 determing
the concreie paths, forms and methods of bwilding a new life
EppHcable to each Ccountey.

Today, the difficuities hampering the - solutlon of this task
have become stll]l more obvious: They stem from soveral couses,
somie operatlng over long peclods of tlme, others translent.
Ahove all, there 15 the extremely oneven wiewpolnt of
productive forces and polltical organisation of socisty, cultara,
gtc. The direction of séclo-econbmic developmant also diffecs
it t= but pataral that the new problems confront different
countries In differsnt ways
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A serlous aggravatlon of contradlotions relating o the moat
profound aspects of the Afrlcan revolution has taken place.
The most Imporiant of them (= the contradiction belwesn
Iloeperiallsm and neo-colopiallsm oo the ong hand, and the
Abvican peoples on the otber, This coptradictdon s sharpening
in the present conditions dus to the fact that imperialism
widely uging both old treditional gnd new le., neo-colonialisd
metands, irles to step up s expansion in Alrica, In some cases
It even succesds in launching A counier-offensive; It s agaios
the backpround of this heightened tmperislist activity that all
the other coptradictions should be ezamined; the conirs-
dicilons -between the Alrican axploilers and African woarking
people; bétween the poverty of the masses and the wealth ol
the élite; betwean the archalc forms of social relations and the
requiremants of the productive forces; betwsen  the repld
growth of the populstion and the slow rate of production
ethnlo relations are still an acute problem; tribel strife contl
nues @y exist while raclal contradictlons  are increasingly
nterwoven with the class strugela

After the gaining of Independsncea the social problems and
acongimic  difffcaliles  Inhevived by Afvica from ‘colonielism
heecame incroasingly avident. The reselis of the past few years
show that the gap between the level of production and pational
Income af tha Advanced capitalist states and (the Alficen oon-
tihent as & whola and gach country in porticolar, s oot ooy
ing. Miscalowdntions In planning and [ndesticlalizaticn heve come
to Hght, The First attempis &l organising prodicers’ co-npera-
tives in sgriculiure heve not elways been succassiul. Moods of
goonomic pessimism [“we shall never be ahla to-catch tpwith
thebmperialist bloc in any case’" | have appeared.

Thi lundamental and urgeant guestion is: what social forms
will emsure the solution of these contradicilone, owvarcoms
the difficultfes and lead Africe on to the highway of prograss?

In discussing thesa probléms in the presenl article T shall
confine mysalf malnly to the countries of Troplcal Afplca, and
for this reg=on only some ol the pololts rélsed can be appliied
i the Arab belt of the continent

2. The Specilic Features ol Africa and the Fenaral Laws of
Historical Development

A study of the prospects of social progress reguives 8 scien-
e solutlen ol a numbor of new . thadgretical and |:|':|i'||'|l




problems which aize from- the pecullarities of the historical
davelopment of Africa, the spacilic Isaturas of Alrican soclety,
and the present socio-economic sltgation on the continent.

Fiest -of #ll, 1t should be boros ln mind that the peoplas
of Africa wera, durlng a long perlod of tima, already in the
gpoch of capitaltsm, objects of sleve-trade. Colonial domi-
natlon In Afrlca was accompanied by rothless apd crude
forms of plupder, In the stouctues of the etonomy thare axisted
two parallel sectors—the coléninl commodity sector and the
traditional patriarchal sector, between which there was no
organic lnk, Coloniallsm, utllizing diverse [orms of plundeas,
defayed the development of the African countrles for a long
time. From the soclo-economic viewpoint the deature of Africa
iz that the sconomy was based on natural, small-scale pro-
ducilon-at the embryonle stfge and on fribal, communal rala-
lions. Most of tha pedples did not exparience land hunger and
axpioltation wes meknly practized by non-economic methods
of compulsion.

Significant  featurms of oless relatdons: o the African
countries ara axtreme Immobillty pf the soclal processes, slow
eate of sacial diffsrentiation, absence of clearly deflned class
boundariss, . numerons  Eransitional soclal  groups, uneven
development of thesa groups and thelr interpenstration.
This Is how the Cheftar of the Matonal Revolutlonary Maove-
ment of the Republic! of Conga [ Bragzaville] chavacterises
the class stroctura of the Africen society. [t emumerates the
following classes and sirgta existing In the coopiry: feudal
landowners, colonbal landowners or agricoltoral oolonists,
lamdwners [rom among the clergy, cicéh peasanls, middle
peasants, poor peasants, sgricultural workers—the rural prala
terlat—comprador and buresacratlc boorgeolsie, the natlonal
bourgenisie, petty bourgeoisie, intellectuals and junlor officlals
prodetaciat, Iompen-proletaciatl.

Theé class ralatlopships are Gifected &lso By fhes Cefhal
relations existing In varying degree In gll Tropical African
couniries,

The bulk of the populatlon and the core of the commmines
conslse of working peasanta [B0-80 per cent]. As a mls, these
arey Impoyverished |_||",'.;|sa_1|1l_:: and t‘lgl‘il‘.lll‘.l,:l.'.;'|| tabourers, buot
thers mre among them some well-to-do peasants  Extréms
poverty iz, however, the lot of the overwhelming majority of
peazanis. And this poverty, which s growlng, |s pechaps the




preatest avll of our times, hbampering the development of the
productive forces.

Wilthin the communt, becanse of the mode of disfeibutlon,
there ara no stimull to inceease odtpat por man, 0o gccmulats
tha means peeded for [orther production, or t0 méedemise
productlon, Moreoyver, the peesants and agricoliural lebourers
arg gt the mercy of mopey-lepders, milddlemen and rural
merchants The villagers are [oreed 0 pay exorbitant Interest
on loans. Besldes, the willeges bepr a heavy tex bucden. And
the willager, nnabla to sustaln himself and his famlly on
the land, 15 obliged to look for work In the towns, whare
g Talls victlm 10 colonia] and neo-colonlal explaitaiion, Bot
ha preserves his links with the community, whith 5 nctually
one big family where he shares even personal incomsa with
thie others.

Thae loregoing sugrests the [ollowing conclusions:

The hulk of the peasents of Tropical Africa [those who do
not  Indepsndeatly produce for the merket), as Tegards
property status, thele role Lo ::-|'|'_|~c:|.||':lil.':u|, the nature -and scala
of their remunérotion, and perhaps even thelc ootlook, are
not petiv-bourgeoiz (o the ordinary sensa of the word, They
are poor pessants orf agricoltural lahoprers. The traditionsl
aieatum ol pelty - bourgeslsie (5 ool numearows In The viilages
Gl Troplcal Alclca and o some arens it |5 nom=-axistent. o other
waords, the spread of a petty-bourgecds oatlook in the countrles
of Tropical africe is Umitad by the social set-up.

Because of 1f5 undevrslopaed character, conservitive organd-
sation of producton and obsolete system of distribotionm, the
tribal commuonity lacks effective driving force and appreciable
Internal resources for developing the productive forces, for
axtanded reproduction. This commuonity cannot in lis prasant
form lead on to socialism: far from Eacilitating any Bdvance
o sociallsin I, on the contraey, 15 a retacding [orca. 11 wronld,
howevar, ba Intorrect to suggest thot the commiinity shoild
simply be abolished by allowing it io beeak up into antogonlstlc
classes g5 8 result of spontaneouws development of commodity-
maonay relations, Tha way oul, pechaps, les In presecving
the democratlo and collectivist atiributes of the communlity
and torning it into 8 prodoction onit where all members
wonld ba agual and obliged to work, and where poyment
aocording 1o work dong would be HI':~|JII.=||15,' Introdoced and an
over-wldening range of Individual aod  jolot  Inceptives
provided, Such a ragenérated and tronsformed commanity
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vould sonsure edtended reproduction, serva as 4 [ofm opening
up broad wistas for the development of the productive forces
in agricultore snd the handicrafis.

In the course af (s democratic  reconsiructdon the rorel
pl_lpulal;un wianld piss through a process of renewal, and the
peazents would becoms en Important peoductiva and politicel
[arce of sociery.

The moulding and the growth of the Africen working class
likewise have thelr specific features. The emergemce of thi
working class 5 associated with the penetration of foreign
copltal and it Is opposed more to the foreign exploliers than
to the local bourgeoisia

The sysiemalin elfforts of the colonialists have imparted (o
tha growing African working class some nagotive features:
first, it 15 nod stable in composition, for many return to their
villages Bller worklnog & yedar or two o the ownhs and are
replaced by o new lot of villagers; second, mony who stay
tm in the ftowns drift from one enterprise to enother or
migrate feom . countity @ countey; thivd the colonialists are
doing helr ulmost  to prevant | the local preoletariat from
Improving ite shkills, srificially to Hmit i= polidcal role, to
stop’ 1t from. argenising - to--oheck the goowth of [ts class
consclousness, dnd thereby prevvant I foom fulfilling its his-
terical ‘mission as the-bollder of 8 new soclety.

Bl the march of history canoot bs siopped. 4 modern
prolatariat, thouwgh stlll numerically small, has atready smergad
ond iz developing In Afvica. This part of tha |1_7¢_'-_i.-_|||;|rI:||
g the most progressive sactlon of African soclety and, in thie
flmnl analysis, the class bese and the bhollder of sociallsm
& new soclel force has [hus appearsd on the |_1-:\-:.'i||r_:i|| ATETE
o1 Afrkca, a force to which the future belongs. The worklng
class s gprowing most J'-ﬂp:llii!.l' in countries which have broked
with neo-colonfalism and &re Tollowing along Lha '|:|:_15|| al
Progress

The maln social adversaries ol the working people In the
vartous countries are the commerclal and Industrial bour-
eenisie which: in view of I connections with [oreiyn capiial
oan b described as & compeador bourgeadsis; the “burean-
cratic” boorgeoisie which bes leiterly sirengiened s posi-
Hons and In & number of chupirles s the ehiad 1nternal
danger; the tribal opper strafum which oses semi-feudal,
semi-capitelist methods of exploltation: In some egses @ defl-
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nlte danger is presented by the nationnl bowrgeolsls avan AT
If exists only in embryonic Torm.

Many Alrvican leaders, exazgeratlng the specific. [eatures
of the soctal and spicitual life of the paoples of the contlnent,
adyance the concept of African sxceptlonallsm, the ldea that
the -hlstorical destiny of the Alrican paople f||||-:5.-|l.||-.'|r.'-||15-
differs from that of the rest of mankind. that there 5@
specifically African path of development. Absolotisatlon ol
thesa: peculiarilies las Been e soucoe: ol idesiogical hasis
of all sorts of theorles ol extrems African nationallsm,
including Hegrituda.

Megritude, @ |5 stated 1o o number of researobes, 154
whole =8t ol wvaloes engendered by African civilization
culiural, economic, soclal and political—which cheracter|se
the black pebples, Or more précisaly, the Negro-Alrican world.

The sdherents of such concepis take o negative attibude
towards the capltalist path of devalopmsent. At the sama time
they argoe that the patl of sclentiflc soclalism |8 unsultabis
[or Alrica, Many African leaders advance the 1déa-of a third
path—a specifically African path, the |des of =pecial, African
soeiatism,

Tom Mboya, for indtonce; stotesr"When [“think of African
soclalism, | mesn those iraditlonal ideals and mode of
thowght which gulded our padple in Daic #eiving Ior sooial
wellors, [ think it necassary to stress. the {act that these
fdesls and aplnlons are of & locel neture and ihat they siem
Irom the experience of our people hare o Afrlca snd even
here in Kenya.”

This-1s tantamount (o clalming that Africa lles somewhare
outside the malnstream of history, that the esxperlience of
mankind as a whele and its immense thearetical end scien-
tific schievemenis are pot valid [or Afvice. IT this wore =0
the Afrlcan peoples would hardly Inll wihio the gensral ochit
ol civllisgilon. Thus [t would seem that an -enticely new
thetry of soclal progress must be eenlved Tof Alvios

Hut the facts of history refute this idea, Marxisis, &nd, as
wir know, Afrlcan Merxists in particular, recognlsing and
taking cogolsance of the specifllc natura of Afrlcan reality,
sE8 1o If only 8 pacticalar manifestation of the general laws
of historical development discoversd by Marxism-Lenlnism,

The peoples of Africa, like oll peoples, are confronted with
the problem of discovering the diglectical Interconnection
hetween the ganaral anid the particular, between the historical



and the netlonal, Political ocdwvity, the elaboeallon of con-
coapts, phths and forms of soclal organisttion coc, a5 expe-
rience shows, ba fruftful only when the general lews of
historical development are Individualised, refracied through
the prism of national peculiarities, when the laws of social
development ara oot lgnored, but ere folly and deeply
revealed throogh an endless variety of national peculiarities,
But a general concept of development of human soclety hiak
existed for & long (me—that |3 Marxism-Lenlnism, It 15 troe
that soma Afrlcan leaders Clalm (het Markiso either has oot
justified 1tself or it l=. obsolats. Howsver, not & single suab-
stantlated, convincing srgument has been sdvenced fn de-
fence of this thesls, Hundrads of attomipts have béen made
i prove the untenability of Marxism, but ell of them have
sunk Into ohlivion, while history develops according to Mars

Marxlam, or rvather scientific: comimunlsm, has provided
miankind with the most profound substantiation of the main
{eatures of the revolutlonary process. Guided by this theory,
the pacples ' of Rossia carcied oul the Grest OQciober Revio-
lution. Tha' idess of Morxism-Leninism hayve been the gulding
atar of the revoluton and the hulding of soclallsm In &
numbar of countries I Eorope and Astd and also In Cuba.

it 13 wndee the boanner-of Marxism-Lenintsm that the world
revolutionary process, | the class strigele In Eucope, Asia, the
Amaricas and Alrich 15 devaloping toddy.

Thea theary of acientlllc communism s aquipped mankind
with knowledge of the laws governing tha transition to so-
claltsm. By utiiising this theory in thetr struggle; devaloping
It and applving It o the noatlonal condittons, the Soviet
people and the paoples 6f other countries which hove broken
with capiellsm, have bullt soclallsm, cregted the model of
a new soclety whicn 18 not only of opatlonal, but alse of
international - slgnilleance,

True, the Wesiern proess would Hike o llmit this modet (o
national bounderies, turn Lt into o (sdlated phenomencn and
on lis basis prove that the sxperlenca of the USSR cannot
b fully applied in other countiies,

But the sxperience of soms one couniry can nsver be fully
utlligad by another country, even U they were soclo-aconamic
twins; this woald not be revelationary remaking of bistory,
but senseless, mechenlcal copying resoclutely rejected by
creative Marxism which always procesds from the facts of
codlity and okes cognisance of the concrebo $luation
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Historical experisnce tedches; bot dogs nod dictate; IE en
riches and deepens our Knowledgs of social processes, but 18
not 4 staredtypa pattern [ov revolutionory [orms, It does oot
imply the crestlon of mirror-like socioseconomic oonstouc
tigns; historical experience smbodies the inferconnection af
socinl procasses, thair mowvament, and that (5 why |6 Soeves
as the theoretical and pracitlcal basis for creative revolo-
tiopary worlk

A reasgnable; creative attitude towards historical exparience
means that 1t is vigwed g3 8 process and not as a final resuli,
#% a whole and not in s partial manifestations.

It 13 pften eald that the experience gained in building
goclalism In European and Asian cowntries is not applicable
to Afrion. Such theses of Marxlsm-Loenlnigm as the dictatorship
of the proletariat, the lesding role of the Marxist-Lenlnolst
pany &nd of the theory ol sclentific coonmunlsm ere being
dehnted and even challénged, and controversies are going
on oncerning the methods 6f bailding =octallsm, the corre-
latlon of heavy-and lght industey, indasicy ead agriculiune,
(=1

It seams o e thet many, if not gll, of these [ssues haeve
bacome controverslal bacease of misundersianding of dogmatic
ntarpretation  of some laws oF pringiples ol  Marxiso-
Laninlsm

L:’.EEF:':.' the prerequl=ise for man's transillon (o soclalism 15
leadership by o worklng: élass. Bub, as we- know, tha laws
af =social davelopment operate not ln pure form, but as histoz-
lcal rendencies. Hence the forms in swhlch the warklng ¢lass
exercises s leading role, the concreie manifestations of this
rola ot different steges of the revolutlonsry process and In
ditferent countries, arce multifarious. For r_|;||:11:||||_1|4_'l. thears wias
oo working class In the Mongollan Peopla®s Kepubllo when 11
stapped out |I||'I|:|J.: the  highrosd of progress, The hlstor cal
misston of the working ©less, and o some respacts -also of
thir-socialist stote ({or instance, defence of Mongolia’s [nde-
pendence against Impegialism], was wnderiaken in the casa
45} :‘.".‘l.'ll'u.fl'.lliﬁ by the fratornal Soviet Unlon,

For pressnt-day Africa this problem s seen in a still mors
specific form. [t B common knowladgs that In most coontries
of Troplcal Afrlca e working class Is sliher non-gxistent
or in embryonie [orm. In counirles, in which the working
cliss has mlready emerged, it, hecausa of ity poor arganisation
and imsuflicient consciousness;, hbas ool vel  bEoome the
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leading lovce of the Hberailon mowement. Bul (s Questicn
ghould not be Umited by national boundacies, I8 should b
borne 1o mind that the fight of the Afrlcan peoples for
natlonml Uberatlon ond  =odial peogress s a8 ocomponent of
the world  revolutlonary  process, which copsists of  thres
cuerenis: the revolotionary constructive work of the psoples
bullding soclallgm  and comimunlsm dand thareby  despening
and carrying forward the world resalution; tha paticnal sod
soclal revolotion of the peoples of the developing end colonial
coupiries, and the working-class movement In the developead
capitalist conmniries. [no this revolationoey procoss the  histoors
ool mission of the proletariat s carried oot by the socialist
system and the world working clazs. This s manifest n at
lgasy thres respects: dvailable o the African countries is 1the
waaith of experience gained in bollding socialism; the socialist
wirld system end the international working class are vellable
and powerful allles of the Alvicen peoples (o thelc fAght
against Impectalism, [or notonal freedom and social progress;
and the socialist counirles and -the wsorkime class geneeally
|.1E'|.f_‘l 1o bring the ldens of scienlllic socialism to the African
ITIVEmant,

In thess ciréumstances- paw sdlutions con ba found—and
the Afelcan peoples are Indeed fipding them —io the problem
of the Toems - do which the feading role ol the working class
con bo réalised. The! sxister ol the soclalist world system,
performing tha leading role 1o the world revolutionary process,
makeas il possible o carry ol [ar-reaching social chenges- in
couttries; in which the working class is elther non-existant or
dors not yet play (he leading role, under the leadership of
revolutionney demooralic pactios, e

However, the revolutionary déemocratic forees pecliorm their
role up o o certaln perlod:of time: Parallel with progressive
IiF_'ll'i:IiJ'pn:-E!]'J the producilye forces will grow, the mumarlcal
strapgth of the working class will ncrease as wall ®3 M8
consciousness and organi=sation. At tha stage of boilding so
ciallsm. too, when modern production s making rapld head-
way and the working class has bacome mature, betler organ
ized; {deologically nolted and mord oumarous, the political,
organisational and leological leading role of the working
glass Is bound to grow In the Alvloan couniries

The theory of scientiflc communism and the practical expe-
rience gained by the peoples [n the revolutionary recon-
siruction of socinty also |1'.|:-'.'i|I|_: an invalogbleé groundwork
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for solving the problem of what meathods o wse (0 bullding
thia naw e,

For Instance, the experience ol the Communist Party of the
Sovter Unlon provides a wide renge of methods of bhoeflding
socialism, Im the early wesrs of the revolution the attempd
wis made to smash coplitallsm by frontal atteck; La, by
teking the “shortest, guickest, mosi direct way of golng over
to - the sociatisl principles of production and distribution™, as
Lanln put |t During théa yeacs of the Wew Economic Policy the
link betwesen the workers end the peasants was sieengihenead
alsg by all-round developmenl of trade between town and
gountry, privite trade included. At that time & lUmiied daval-
opmant of capltallsm was allowed, and concessions  werd
granied o forelgn TTrme.

During tha wears of indusirialzation snd the bollding of
collective farms, owing (o the copndiilons o which (he Sovied
Unlon found itself, (o copsiderations of an internationsl order,
expansion of the- productive forces waes gccelerated, 88 was
the reconstruciion of agriculiure an a-socialis Tooting

on the basiz of the experlence palned to date in the
leansition o soclalli=m It can b sald that thare ace two baslc
methods of ullding the naw lila,

tne s the method of radical abolition of oh=oleie socio-
aconamic refations, resolube alimination of out-of-date strac
turés by warious medns;, nbn-economdc messs incloded, and
accelerated growth of production and the oeeatlon of pew
forms of social lle to meel political exipencies.

But there ls also another mathod—ihe method of compe-
iltlon of differing structures, in the course of which tha
[orward-looklng rising Siructures enjoving the sopport of &
mavalutonary government triumph, @#ad the conzervative,
declining struciures suffer defeas; the method of maxionm
application of écopomic lows for the purpose of fully re-
vaaling -the progressive character of the emerging structures
and flnally ‘oustlng the morlbond ones. This method pre-
supposes produal reorganisstion, mefovm of sociz] relationships
lu order (o reduce to a minimum the painful aspaces of
raconsirooilon

Dlscussing the differences. betwean thesa methods, Lenln
Wl

"Compared with the previous, revolutionaey approach, this
I & reformist epproach [revolutlon & & transformation which
shatters the Ioundations and roois of the old and does noi
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remodel it cautionsly, slowly, graduvally, trying to break as
little as possiblel.,

"o The greatest danger, perhaps the- onoly danger, that
tonfronts ® genoine revolutionary 15 exageeration of revolo-
tionariness, forgetting the limits epd conditions in which
reviiutionary  melhods ave appropriate and can ba suceess
fully smployed. Genuine ravolutionaries hove most often
roken thelr necks when they began to wrelie resolution” with
il I:n[11r:'|| B to elavate ‘revolucion’ 1o something almost divine,
to lose theic beads, t0 lose the ability to reflect In the coolest
and most sobar menner, welgh things-and ascertuin al what
moment, under whet cirtumstances and o which sphoere nof
action it-is necessary to oct in a revolotionary way and when
It Is necessary to adopt reformist sctlon. Genolng  revol-
tionaries will perish (ool that  they will be o deleated Prom
outside, but thal thelr Intermal affalrs will collapse] only
1f—and they certainly will, B they do-=1hay lose their 5|'_L'br|a|:1_,l
of outlook and take 1t into thelr heads that ‘the greeat, victo-
rlous, world! rewoluton can end must-sofve all problems: in
B re1.'-::-l.u1inn<'||",.' mannér under &l ocircumstances and o el
sphares of action™

How will the: African psoples build a naw life? By whal
methodsy 11 1 for theny, of courss, io decide. An examination
of ‘past;experiencs, however, makas 1§ possible w0 soe clearly
the positive and pnegstive aspects of the forms end meathods
of huilding sockadsm glready tested in praciiee, and this will
mist likely make It possible for them to advance with o
minlmum of ercor and cost and Iln a brief space of dme o
find thalr own effective ways of soiving socialist problems.

But gven the first observations of the socio-economic proc-
sy on the continont show that (he Afvicen countries - In
their fight for soclal progress end economic prosparity,
natwithstanding the speciflc pature of 1healr concrdli tREKS,
ara confronted with meny problems similar to those that hava
been =olved by the peoples who have bolli socialism

3 The Great Afriecas Revolotion: Iis Characier, Fealures,
Driving Forces and Stages

A leature of the batile of ldeas 1 recent fmes 8 thal con-
capts of scientific socialism [(In s antleety oF 1S main compo
nants | are galolng ground In Alrica, and that the efforts aimed
at creatively applying them in solving the-specific, apd In many




respacts new and urgent problems of African reality, ave
becoming more varled and persistent. A lively debate iz going
on around cholee of the way of development for the next
few decadps Looklng &t things 1o the mhsiract, one mlght
say that Ehere are only two altermatives: (he capitalist way
and the soctalist way, But resl life does not alford even this
freedom of cholce,

The ilinperialist siates no lopger count on the patural and
spontanesus developmenl of ¢aplialist relatlons s & resell of
tha dislotegration -of the communal system, growih of the
boreancratic bourgenisie, and the development of the so far
numerically weak elsments of the natonal bourgeolsie. In
palnt of fact, they do not want this (o happen, inssmuoch
a5 any advance, evan onoa capltalist basls, threatens thir
interests, The ned-colonialists are of course exerting  avery
effort to Implent capltallsm in Africa, but what they svent 1s
8 lop-sided, dependent capltallsm completely tled o the
Toreign monopolles.

The Imperialisis want o keep Afrlca within the sphere of the
world vapitallst division of labouor, prevant it from choosing the
soclallst road, preserve §t-as a raw-maierials appendage o
the developed caplialist states, 1 they have thele way, all e
difficult and painful problams - tormenting the continent will
ha pppravated.

Thara 13 another way —the way leading to sacialism. It cannot
be called A easy wiay, bol, in the loog ruo, 18 will ensure
the soluthon of all the soclal problems confronting the African
contlnent, sptlsfaction of the basic interests and mspiratlons
of the people, ecopomic lndependence and genulne progress,
The peaples, all progressive forces are waglng o steuggla for
this way, But (o advance along It requires determined sffort,
thée creative, purposeful activiiy of the maszses pulded by the
revolutionary veEnguarl,

Thraa powearlul enemlis stand in tha pathway leading tha
African continent to socielism:

[a) imperlalism, the entire sysiem of peo-colonlalism;

(b} the local reactionary forces; they are not very strong
nimerically, but taking info consideration thale position In the
state machinery and the sconomy, thelr ties with Impedatisom,
ihale position in politicel and other public orgoniseiions and
in the ermy, 1t must be admitted that they are o Toromidekde
opponent of socldl progress;

[l the ackwardness of the soclo-economic strociure of the
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Alrlcan countries; the low levels of owlpal In Indusiry and
agriculture, the poverty of the masses, and the cultural baok
wardness of mlllions of people,

The ellmination of thesa obstactes: the defeatr of L pEria lism
and med-colomialism on (he continent and -achievemant of
Eenuine aconomic Indspandence; the political and economic
defeat of the Internal reactionaries and the establishment of
semvine politicat and economic soversignty of &8l the peoples
in theld own countrles; the creation of the broadest possible
demacracy and gemuine participation of the pedple io the
solutlon of economic and political problems; the ligoidation of
all forms of beckwerdness and ensuring social progress) the
creation of g seciely with 8 comprehansively develnoped goon-
omy; ensuring the flourishing of all sspects of the economy;
the abolition of explolietion; & hlgh standard of lving, & jost
gocial -syatem; | genaine r!':]-J.u.!:It!,' ol -all patlons, ik, men
and womean o soclal file, and the capld devel0opméent of
culture—all this forms the content of the great =ocfal revo-
lution the African coumtries ara-enfering one after another.

In 1ts present j:-l'luﬁF! thiz 15 8 nmatlonal-demorcratic revolutlon,
hacause Frsity, I Is-almed al winning completa national inds-
pendence, and, secopdly, to ensure social and  ecopomic
progress. | Moreover, the nattonal Bnd soalzl - problema are
insaparnbdy dntertwined,

[ cortain paspocts the African evelotion s accompanied by
features dnknown o0 any other revolution =0 far

Une of these 13 the priority of the constoective ower o
dastrucilve tagks [Ollowing the overtheow of colontal dominn
tion and the winning of power by tha patrlotc, populer damo-
cratlc forces:

As has been sald, feadallsm newver existed as o developed
socinl system In most countries of Tropical Alrica. Hence there
is no need to uproot it. Capitalism, too, was absent as 4 system.
And sp there 13 no capitallam to desteoy, Thess |psks, #as
we lknow, were solved in one woay or another In all popdlous
ravolutions.

The specific pature of the democratlo phase of the social
revolution 1o Afrloca consists further o that in the owverwhalm-
ing majericy of chseg thera 150 real possibilicy of avolding
civil war between antagonlstic classes, of lsolating iha hestiln
clasa elaments and compelling them to bow o the will of
the demacratic malaority. by pescelil pofitical aml ecomoml
menns employed with the solid support ‘of the peopla gen




arilly, Bul, nesdless (o sgy, this doss not imply complata
refection ‘of coeccion by aroed Torce, of wihilch the Marxists
are gocosed by Left extremists: The  political domination’ of
thee colonlalists and racizis can beo anded only by armed
action; and in some cases SUCh Action 15 (he Basle way to
fight neo-colonialist regimes. Experlenca shows that aroed
clashes can and do take place n Alrica; However, as a s,
thesa: clashes have besn associaied  swith an upper-crost
struggle for power between rival political grovpings and clans

[t shoild be siressed that the above thasts ralers only to
countries which have shakon off the colonial yoke. A8 regards
gpuch countries as: Angola, Southern Rhodesia, *Portugiese’”
Gulneda; South Afrlca and some others, the Impeciabists and
white raclsts have not left them any ather means of wWinoing
independence except tho detarmined, uncompromising armed
struggle agalnst the colonial oppressord snd raclsts

Thesocial revclution in Alrica 15 aoique also because ol its
unlntermittent character, the progressive dynamism  af b5
advance and development. the pradusd teansition from the
zolullon of one fask 1o thé solullon of others as sirengih is
dpcuinulated  and social rslntlons develop! True, with impe-
riallsm, nep-colonialism apd  Hs-agengz within the wvarlons
countrles rylng [0 stranghe e révidution, there ave boan
ups and downs-and even some ceteeats; bt the oversll ten-
dency tiwwnrds accelerated advance {9 adsertlng lsell and [t
further strengthening el Lo & large extent depend on the
aetivity and conscitusness of the masses, on the work of the
patelotic revolutionary forces

Reforma cen hecome & method foe solving contradictions,
A driving foreg In he frensltion from one guelitative staie
ol soclety to another.

In the present-day condiniops, when there exists the so-
clalist world  =vstem  asslsting the soclal advance of tha
pecples ol Africa, aod also bearing in mind the weakness of
the national bourgecisie, the condilions ar I1|_:|_|||1||r|5_l favour-
abla In Africa for a broader utllisstion of reforms o revol
tionary dovelopmant.

Even -such measores oz the Tormation of 8 new szooio-
soOnomic structure, Indostrinlisation and go-operallan can be
effacted not by methods of drastic reconsteuction’ over belef
pariods of time and with grost exertion  of effert, buol
graduaily, Tho Marxlst concapt of reforms as s method Tor
|'t\5t:l'.'i:'.g contradictlons 1= based om the onalyvsis of meal




procassss and completely repudistes the clatms of soma
theorisis who Inslst that hisiorieal  metertalism should be
brushed pside because [, alleged]ly, recognises only sieep,
explosive and leap-like changes in the development of sodsty,
changes that assume painful forms and mequirs apormous
sirain ol social enorey, In reality, historical motecialism bas
qubstantiated the otilisation of evalitionary processas for thi
solution of revolutionary insks,

It may be noted thal the gradunl charhctor of the ravolution,
tha broad spplication of the method of reforms in Afrlca lends
ft-a highly speciflec cheracter. The USSR was compeblled in
a very shart pericd of lime (o peflonalise indesicy and, alter
pathiaring sirangth, o undartake rapid industrialisatlon gnd
make a [eap In the sphers of collective forms of arganising
agricultural production. A% stated shove, this was not dons
for tha sake of adhering to certain concepts it in view of
the nead to prepore the couniry to repulse imperialist aggres-
slon, And had the Soviel people and the CPSU not dons this,
w1 feary would barediy have been able to. mest hers  But
it i= thanks o the suocesses of fthe Soclallsd stales that tha
African peopdd can bulld a new life without "-'|-:J]-.'I|2|I:|_I_I ohjec-
tive econolaic liws.

Owlng to tha fact that the Influence of med-colonialism in
Afrlce iz st very strong, the: demogretic ravolutions thers
Wil fefain thely entl-colonlal patoce Tor & long - glme 10 conme
In this respect they cion boacdly difler ffom the anti-colondad,
anti-imparialist reyvolutions of other countries.

]

The Alrican paoplés are conlronted with the vital necassity
of desiroving the remnoonts of archaic, obsoleie social forms
|tribal, seml-slavery, saml-fendal, Tewdal], laying the [oun
dationz of modern production, ecsuring the masses p minfmum
of democeacy and culture, and solving urgent soclal problems,
Thesa tosks are of a peneral democratic charaoier, Histor
lealiy capitallsm is called apon to solve them, bot i1 has oot
ity laken shape as o formatlon. This was. prevenied by
colonialism, forelgn capltalism

A5 hes been shown by the expeciance of many African
countries, the general democrstlc tesks facing the continent
cannol b solved within the fremework of caplialism. Thess
problems can be solved during the frensitional stage which
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hes come to be Enown as the pon-capitallst sy, the odn
cipltalisl phiase ol development, that 1=, the phase  wisn
transiclonal tasks of 4 @peneral democratic natura but pro-
jected fowards the soclalist pevspective am solved. ThHe térm
"nooscapiinlist way™ bhas ol course, lis inadeguactes, bat it
ks usaful in the sepse that (b clearly polnts B0 the need Tod
g morp or less prolonged trepsiflonel smge on tha way 4G
socialism owing o0 the ohsence of the maierlal prerequisites
(or embarking direcily on the bllding ol soclallsm

Buflding soclalisin Implies; firstly, the creation of powarfol
produective forees In Industey and ageiouliees; secondly, so-
ciallsed means of prodoction and creation ol socialist rela-
tions of production; thirdly, political orgenisation of society
on-a socialist fTootng.

Howsayar, the objective preconditions lor the solutlon of
these prohlems are only being created Lo most African coun-
irles. Therae iz @ tendency o pegard the Inftial steps powaeds
soclalisation af the means of peodoction, even of primitive
tonls, as building.-soclalism. Socialisetdon of tha means of
_i:rudutlln:u.- is, of rcourse, B step forward. Bul s aldoe,
without @ powerful material and techidlogical 'base and
wilthowt major achisvements tn the sphere of colture; does not
amount to sociallsm, All | {he conditinps —social, acondimisc
and colturel—and -also gomoe of the |'_||'_|]:||_i-'_'.'j|_ pra;'gu_ul_sl_te_q
necessary o building soclalism are created In the coorse of
e transitional period we cell the non-capilalist stage
although at this stage & number of measures of a soclalist
nature &ré carceied out (hey still do oot add up to the estah-
Hshmeni of & soclalist soclety, :

The non-capliafizt stage isa complex historical phentnenon,

Fleatiy, IE s 4 revolution limited In time, Ttz sim I8 {0
tedvarsa in decades a path whlch tonk maeny other couniries
cénturies. The peoples of Afrlca, haviog broken fees from the
[atters of conssrvafism, are Bezinning o scale the summits
ol progpress

Secondly, the soclo-hisiorlcal tasks which were solved by
many socieries under Feadalism amd capitallsm and by the
mithods typical for these formations will in the pre-soclalis:
phase be =olved as geperal democratic tasks during the non-
capiallst development, Thiey willil b solved hy |'|_'|.lr'.:r_||jr_'||_1.'|r1l,'
demncratic apd sodiallst methods. That 15 why the sconomlo
and political programme of the non-capltaltsl phase fnehedes
measures which carry tho revolotionary process beyond the
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boundarids of ardinary revolutionary-democreatio  |ransborm-
Hons and which contain more ar 1855 'l_'-l'rln-!:-l.lll"l?l.| glemanty of
socintism although In the inithl-steges they do pot bring tha
connicy directly to soclalism.

Thigdly, the non-capitallse way makes possihle a prand
historical feap from peimitive, samil-slave-owning, semi-Taudal,
semi-capitallst relations, by-passing advanced capltali=m, t0 o
democratically organised society god, eveniuglly, to sociallsm.

Fourthily, a% réegamls lis socio-economic assancs the oon-
capitzlist way 15 8 phase of transidon, end the society which
takes shape slong thia way {8 o society with transitionsl
refationshlps of production

This transition has seversl aspects. First, the socio-econonla
aspect 0l this phase 8 chargotedsed by the existence ol &
verlety of forms ol aconomio strocture; Some ol thess com-
hine In n somewhat confradictory unity festures of the past
and features: of the fatuwre and hence (hemselves  &re
transttional.

The convreta pleture of the teansitional relationships of
production ' would be somethlng’like this:

1. The' state sector, ThHis is the Totore socialsm in embryo,

£, The state-capitalist sector: enterprises. Jointly owned by
the- state and private proprietosa.) This is 8 trinsttional foco,

2. The-lorelgn-caplializt sector: This is a aolontal, porely
capitalizt struclure which ambodies all the negative #dspects
af nedern imperialisn,

4. The private-capitalist sector, This is also s purely capl-
tellat struciuie nlthiough 1t hes speciflc features in ' Aflrlica.
[n most countries this form s not vel widely developed,

5. The co-gperative sector. In a number of countries this s
a dynamically desvaloping sector. Where there i= no mature
slate -sactor the Initial forme of co-coperation may not he of
8 soclalst character and, mMorsnver, MAay sServa as a4 disgulse
for -the explofiation of the working: pessaotry by the tribal
chiels, But fater, as this sector ncquires more mature featiares,
glements of soctallzsm will, under certaln conditions, dovelop
welthin 1

. The small-scale commodily sector and natural economy
The small-scale commodity sactor In the Alfrican conntries
considerebly differs from 1s countsrpart in the cepitalist
countries, In Inderaction with the sigie sector and provided
it recedvas ald [rom the state (b temds G0 develop into waclin:z
forms of co-operation; thus angendering a soolallst fendenoy
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Such is the complicaled and varled plelurgé of Lthe  (Payl-
tional secinl relations taking shape i the progess of the non-
capiiaiist develppment of Afvican spclety. it should: be stressad
in this conneciion thal the rfole of the sectors, thelr Impor-
tince in ecopomic lfe, 15 far from identical Ino afl countries.

The non-capitalist way develops a3-a result of the mutual
Influence and conflict ol all thase sechors. ln the course of
this steugele the stroctures leit ovar from pravious [drmations
sufter defpat and are compelled to leave the scens. The
shckallst structures trinmph apd become predomliset

The  supérstroctore of the state of oatiopal  democracy
corrasponds to the non-capitalist way, The state can be just
g5 diversa In Iorm, shedlog and nusnes &85 s 1he obiective
historlcal develgpme:t of the Alrican Countries,

The suparstructure conforms to the process of non-capitalist
development i the entire policy of the state genulnely reflecs
the interests of the people-and 1T cenditions ore ceeated which
preclude the: possibility of a priviieged proup—the military,
technocrats;, or party bureaucrats—being able to. salxe the
dominant position ©f even o establish thoir rale by removing
the imasses feom | partidipation in political Hfe.

in the light of all this one connot agras with the contention
that power aleng should be the souree ol soctallem,. Sacialism,
& higher type of democracy, derives Tepm the people 10 i3
built by all the working people. And |t 15 tha padple: who
are the defenders of socipliam sgainst the ‘mopopaly capl-
telists Inlernal reaciion and the thesatl of milifary coups

4. The Demooratic Revolulion and (he Prospents nf
Its Mevelopment indo a Socialist Bevolution

The ultimate alm of the non-capitalist stage, which is a con
fnuaran of the patlonal-democratic I'E'|'l!|lII|I:|!.. 15 I BOsUTBE
the development of thia revoluliom lndooa sociatist revolotion,
io prepare the conditions for the direct bodlding of socialism,

evelopment along the non-capitalist way passes through
phasas which differ In character and durallon from - country
in country. Thers is no steict order of sdcoesslon for theae
Stapes. Bat thore ase historicat Junetures which cheracterise
tha FEguenta of the maturing of social relations In the process
ol non-capitalist development

For many Afvican ooupirles the: flest stage, and In all
likeithood o rather long ooe; wWill be the prepacratory  demo-
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craflc: pertod when (he mateclal, soclal, pelitleal and caltural
poecanditions dre created for the advance along the non-
caplitalist way.

There are  countries in Africa sshers modern Indusiry 15
nan-existent or hardly exizts, whera thers is oo infrastroctors
and where agriculiure 15 primitive and lopsided.

435 A rade, Two spolors predominate In Chese eountries: the
ntural; small-scele commodlly  Sector wilh  Insigolflcant
capltalist elements, and the [oreign-capltalist, nedc-colonialist
sECEOT,

The experlence of thesa countrles shows that the most
impartent sogio-aconomic: task of the inltial phase of Don-
capitaliat developmont 15 0 croste o Stole sector as the
imbrya of further progress and & oo-operative sector to
prapare: the milllons of peesants for’ progressive forms of
soclal life. The radiments of Industry [ processing agricultural
rivw materials, producilon of consuwmer goods, repale of mo
chinary, #to:) are craated at this stage: Modemnisation of
dgricultues Incréasing s produactivity, and the use of moddrn
implemarts, fertllisars, atd, sssune special importance in the
process of developing the co-oparatives. Soclety pays seriois
attention to cresting an infrastrocturs. where it dees nol exisy,
On ek whold, the abiact 45 to po over fvom smple fo exténded
raprodiacticon.

Two' probiems come to fhe: fora at this stage: the attiiods
Ik the emerging \prlvate. capltalist structore and the colonlal
secior, Thess are debatable maotters. 1t 15 often maintained
that the emecgence and especlally the development of
2 private capitplist sector should be opposed, Dnly thme, the
experience of sach couniey, cin peovide the [inal answer.
Evorything depands an the circumstandes, bot as 1 see It ane
cannot alwnys cotegorically deny the need to draw on privats
Ll tiative.

Given power in the hends of the people; given a politically
alert worklng people, and glven comtacts with the socialist
whorld, a measure of privete enterprise can |'_|-u|'||u|:|:: T
pormitted, provided It 1s constantly controlled by a revo-
lotionary society, and the sconomies and political levera In
the hands of fhe . paople’s siate -are used 0 restrict the
growih of this sector.

Sl more complex 15 the guestion of the sttlude towards
the forelgn sector. From the objective historical and Inter-
natlonel viewpaolnts the precticability and offectivencss of the
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noi-capitalist path s ensured by direct dnod Indisecl mfd of tho
socfallst system and the resolube, uncompromising steuggle
wagad by the peoples agpinst imperialism and for the completse
abalition of all types of colonial and neo-colonialist oppresslon.
But it s hard 0 Imagine the Afrlcan countries being able 1o
bscsbale themsalves Ivdom  the capitelisi world, Expecignge s0
Fap shows that the traditional ecanomlic and colbural tes are
ltkaly to be meinteined, in a modified form, for 8 more o less
lopg time; I the presapt Internatdonal  sioeation, with the
Influence exected by the soclallsi world, the developing
counicles moay enter; and some already’ ore entaring, intd
various klnds of economle, trade, credit, sctentlfic and technt-
cel relations of & new |yvpe In fhe opinfon of progressive
Afflean [eaders, It 18 expediant to have these relationships
refracted through the prism of stote or mized opwnership.
This wiould ensure a ocerigin influx of capital and epecialists
and a - growth of markets and at the same thme salfegiacd the
natlonal soveraignly and economic: [ndependance

The realisation of the tesks of the lirst stage of non-
oapitallst development does nof yvet creéate the comditlons for
mailding sociallsm, 8 mersly oshors in o pey phiase ol non
capitalisl development, that of pressoofallst reconstructHon.
The mein alm dt this stage 1= to toild & modern Hght Industry,
to ley the foundedons for todustey meking means of pro-
duetion, and-a highly, produecthve - agricul ore, Dotk sphere ol
social eelatitns, socalisaton §s carcied further and, as the
phiactive conditions ripas, partlal and somsailmes complets
nationallsation of the basio means of priuction 5 eflectied
The two seclors—the state and co-operatlve sectors, which
fornl Lhe base of the new sociely—become predominant
Matural economy (5 abolished, Small-scele commodity pro-
duction s preserved foosome exient o agrioaliure, hapdicrafls,
and In services.

fs 10 the private capltalist sector |where i exlsis], It 15
malntelnnd ab the Initial Stage. But o steady process of ousting
it by economic means is elready under way, and b plays
il mver smaller role In the scopomy. The matter of |I:I]‘I:-:IE!.-
owned  anterprises. s decided In keaplng with the concrata
eonditlons,

As o result of those processes & relatively mamice (ransttlonal
society with several forms of economic structure Likes shige,
g =oclety In which soclalist and nopssocialist  elamdnts
Interact, exerl & reciprocel Influence and compaie with each

50}




other. Do balance, however, the sociallst elemants, supported
b the revalullongry  governméant, should constantly  galo
ground and resirict the pon-sociatist, and sconomic planning
should maks steady progress

The national-democeatic revolution grows I[nto a soctalisi
révoluation, the non-capitallst way leads 10 (he phase Of
Baillding sociallsiy. Changes: toko |:||.:|_|_'L:: also 1o the SLPET
structure, The state of the transitional period develops into
a soclalist state. But it is DTEIIZ"i.lL'd.'l!.l' !II'I[]'.'.-E"_-I“:IlE o foreses
all its concrete forms. They will be detsrmiined by [ife iself

5. The Relotionship Between Polltics and ithe Economy in the
Different Phases of the African Bevolution

In B revointionary movement poltics: Le, the subjective
lagtar, linparts 4 vital tmpulse to the struezle. In the African
rivilution the mole of polidos is extremely srest and It Is
constantly growing in breadih apd even more s o depth,
Politics Influence tn an ever growing extent the most essential
aspects of, (e sockal relatlonships

This is 'due to. a number of bistorical circomstences: the
grandeur’ of the revolotion’ slim—to Gulld. an economically
dl-:l'.'i-!lq'_'-[!l:d. priEpernis sociefy; socialism, -dn the  shortest
passible - thaes e sdala of the tasks-=to build [rom scratch
a poywarfol indusstry ond a modern apricaliure and rapidly to
riafza living standards; the novelty of the path—no one so far
hes teken the pon-capitafist path In conditlons such as those
obtalnlne In Alclcn, whielh means that 1t will have to blaze the
triall independently

African soclety faces s dinlectically contradictory prohlen
it is necessary to accelerate tho bpilding of the pew life, io
gxert the maximum alfford, bot st the same thme politcal aod
espacially eobnomlc overstraln must be avdided. Only '|:||_|||I_|r_':|'l
feadarship can find the solution 10 this contradiction. Politics,
a5 Lenln noted, becomes the concentrated expression of eco
nomics.

The politleal approach bmplies o striving folly and desply
to raflect In political concepts and aotlons the reguirements
of econgmic developoent, and to {lnd reserves apd resodrces
ta meet the demands of sconomle snd social prograss,

It Is-up o the stobe 0 Fiodosolutions (0 such problems as
planning, eosuring o barmonioops balimce belwsan production
mnd oonsompllon. between Industries prodocing consamer
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goods and means Oof prodoction, betwesn [ndvstry and  =grl-
culture] to pursie & fax ond finepce policy corresponding to
the interesis of the revolutlon; to wege en wncompromising
-.'Ir'l.l';;.'|F: pgalnst corruptlon &nd all forms of piunder of Stale
propecly; m promole the development ol the more advanced
amcl promising seclors of the sconomy; bo-solva the problem
of accumulaton, orgaotse the troinlng o skilled workers
end- technicians, ensure sound economic relations with the
spolalist conntries and to mobllisze all pesources to comhbat
nac-crlonlallst  oppression,

Morenvar, I is sp 10 the siafe (o exercise comirol over thie
vircious private sectors: capitalist, small-scale commodity and
colonial sectors.

From this the [ollowing conclusions can be drawmn:

—Ihe state must have acientifically subsiantfated sconomic
and polltical plans which olgarly define the strotegic afms
and tha tactical methods for achlesving them at sach staga;

—ior the natiomal-demooratic revolution 16 develop Sucoess-
fully, tha pacpli-and thelr représontabives—the ravolatlonacy
patristic organisatidns—must firmly stand at’ the helm of
stiie

*

Miny of the peoullarities snd specilic lews of dewelopment
of tha African revolution are the rasult not ouly of the nirinsic
leainres of | Afeican socialy,) el also of the flutnce execled
by pontemporary intecnatonal fpctors and, flest of all, by
the axistence of the socialist world system. It 15 lndeed due
to the influence of world socialism that the socialist LeEndancy
can #sser] Meell In many aspecis of Alfrvican lle;, and an avan
greator variety of methods of bullding the naw lile be devised

The sociellst world system, the bolwark of human progress,
axaerts a4 direct and an equaily mportant lodivect Influanoe
ol -soctal, palitical and Ideclogical relationships in Africa,

The socialist systam is the most sincere and consistent eily
of the African people ln thele struggle dzalpst Impeclalizm
and neo-coionielsm. It exdiends and will continve o extend
diract and Indirect politieal, diplomatic and, § neacessary,
milttary ald o the Africon peoples battling [or genulne
Indepandensa and sdcial progress.

Tha socipllat countries exlond many-sided aconomic, sclen-
tfle snd technlcel aid o e Afeican opeoples, promoting e
davilopmant of Industry and sgricolture, They thereby, and
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also Ly the wvery fact of thelr exispenca, exect an Intluance
glso op the policy of the capliallst countries, compelilng ihe

latter B0 reake concessions o the devaloping countries as
i manoauyre destgned 1o safepuard their positions,

The spoialist countries stand by the African working peopls
I'fiey dAre ready o march with them -along the road o the
irfumph of socialisin

Alrica bas already glven muoch (o world histocy aod will
suraly. anrich 1t In the [otdure wilh an  pvén greater oaw,
ordginal and valunble contribution




NEO-COLOMNIALISM IN AFRICA

ALI'EATA

Sirica;, throwlng off i3 fatlers aod- flexing 15 muscles, s
searciilng for the way [ocwand, Bot 1f 15 Inced with snormous
difficulties, For too long the smbattled continent was captive
tor idenlistic oversimplfication end starry-eyed optimizin which
causad peaple o think toat encsforth 0 woskd be - smooth
salling, that all-the barrless were down and Africa could
forge -Ahoad olomg the bhigh road of fusdos, prosperity and
hiappiness free from obsiocles and pitfalls

The view was held that the national-itheration movemernd
was o develop rapidly and Ireesistibly, without haits o
retreats, that o revolutionacy situation prevalled everywhere.
And from this, Incormect sirataglo conclusions were drawn and
tmctical lnes adopted which couwld not lead (o success.

Thiere was & lendency not to distdoguish clearly betwesn
stapas ol historical developmenl, with the resi thrmt it was
not sgan wihnt could e achieved and what could not in the
plven circumstences: For instance, soclalism was procialmed
when the meana for huilding (o were lacking and thus exposed
i the danger of being dizcradited in the eyes of the peopla

There was a tendency to put forwacd slogans lrreproachabls
In theémserlves it lnadequate to evoke o response-among tha
pEoplie dand o rally theo, and St less. capable of finding
cenoreta  expression, for they did not correspond Go the
aspirations and vital needs of the African paoples. In particular
this spplies 1o the slogen of 8 single Afrlcan governmeant




It iz therefore necessary to make a closer ekamingtion of the
Alrtcan eeallties In all their maltiformity and complesdty; to
face the truth howsever harsh, to eschew exaggerations and
io pose only those tasks which can be cerred oof, whils
continuing of course to work to open o the peoples happier
progpeces;, oventual réalisation of which Is gusrantecd by the
laws of social development and struggle.

In this connectlon (8 should be sald that the hallmark of
any genuinaly rewolutionary African organissilon =2 1fs =pirit
of realizm.

Wa by no means wishh 1o create by these preliminary remacks
the tmpression that we ardg teking B pessimiafic view af tha
sltwation oow or in the foresesdbla Tuture; we meraly want 10
focus attentlon om what we helleve has bean a weakness
of the Afrlean revolutionery and progeessive movement 1o
rEcenl YEER

it should e underseored that the moin fedture of post-war
Afriea iz the rapid gisintegrafion of rhe principod colonial
gmpires akic!t anced feld prociicolly e endieg conlinenit
in dhisir grip

This disintegration did not come a3 & surprise for tha
African peoples. I was the resill of decades. of sirogeia wagped
with vardlog degroes Of intensity depending ‘on tha country
and the: circumstances; 8 stougele in which tha partoipants
learped by thelr own, experience, often without sdequata
Irle:‘lll':[.;ir:tﬂ grounding stoce they koew littie or oothing about
revalutionary movements Io other parls Of the world, and
aspacially sbput the international working-clags movement and
the Grest Octobar Socialist Revolution in Kussls.

We must of course pay teibute to the heroes of Africa, boti
tha kndwn ‘and the onhknown, who founded the splendid
traditions’ of antl-Imperialist strogele on the  contlnent,
traditions: which basva alregdy borme froll 1In the winolng af
paolitical independence by orny countdles and which shoald be
presarved and developed in order to bring freedom to those
sill under forelgm rale

But Jor-all that, the pivtories gained todate became possible
thanks ta the growth of the progressive foroes in the world
whick defeated fascizm, the extrome monifestaiion of ilira-
eofanialist and  racist bddeology, Hanks fo e rise al o
soclalist werld system. For the boorgealsis of the Eurapean
countries emerged from the Second Warld War greatly
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waalkensd and unable to perpatuate its traditonal overlordship
in Africa.

A new compatitor now came [ the [ore—the 1.5, bourgenizia,
which tegethor with interpational monopolies took over the
sonomic and political leadarship In the capitallst workd.

Thus the struggle weged by the Afrlcan peaples openly or
clendestinely, by armed means o by peacaful methods,
teinmphed over ooe Lype of impariatist domination-—nahed calo-
ntal rule by imperialist Euvrope. But it did not schieyve genoing
and complete natdonal liberation.

Epen roday the jeafure of the Afrlean conflnent iz rhai
If remaing an arend whers e natiowal steining of peoples
fpwards complete independence cloghes with e i perlalist
striving for domination.

This, & constant factor, should be stressed, for It testiftes
i e contlnilty of the struggle of the Alrican peoples; 1F 08
the liwing, concrete political facior lnking the various forms
of struggls throughout the conttnent. The Moroccen people,
for example, are fighting against different forms of impe
rlafisoy, depanding ¢n whather they live In the lberated part
if the country. In the province of Maurltanias recently forn
away - from the motherland, ‘o8 bn- e remaining strongholds
of Spailsh occupatlon: Rio de 06 Saguia  al Hamra, [End,
Coute and Melilin:

e cen o harcdly obthln b Bl Mdes of ATeican reslity
phengmens stamming from the classical type of codonial rule
ave not taken Into sccoant. Onothe other hand, 1t should he
boroe In mind that neo-colonlall=zm makes o iliznig |l|:||_'-r:;:||
also on the classical colools] structure, fmparting to it soma
ol 5 specifie features and thersby modernlsing 15

The neo-colonia]l powers are koown: fhe Unléed States,
France, Great- Britaln, Federal Germoany, Japan, Belgium, the
wetherlands, laly, Swlizerland and Swadan,

The United States also exerelzes s Inflosnces through
[sreel on pon-Arah Africa, throogh Porfugal on Angola and
Mozambigque, ihrougn Spain on 118 possessions- and  Arab
Maghreeb coontries, and theough  the Seuth African Rapukll
on nelghbooring coontries.

The replocing of the imditional Gnpaciallsm by neb-colo
niallsm—a pracess epliomizad by the Elsenhower doctrine of
“Hlllng wecuums"—has acquired copsiderable dimessions, In
n number of cases 1 has. loed o sharp conllicts both batwean
the Imperialists of diffarent tountrles and betweaen competing




Imperialist griups o the sama country. The consaguendes of
this rivalry have been experienced by countries such as
Morbceo and the Congo,

Sometlmas  the neo-coloniallsts try to o comouwflage  Cheld
aotions and ihele domination, The French Comoounlty 15 o
cages n point. .5, Influence is likewise speead (n-8 roond-
about way and throngh agents, both In the matter of [Diyestimenl
and In cases of armed intetfventlon

Becanse of this covert octlvity mégecolonialism lhas been
undarestimated nol only by some  Africen parties, Ocgaolsa-
tions ‘and governments, but alse by progressives elsewhers
who, impressed by the sensationsl disimtegration of the
classical Imperlalism, have not elways fully appraciated the
posalbility of & new imperialism smerging with all the tactical
and polliicel tmplications this involves

One can often hear the oversimplified view expressed thaot
nag-colonlalism 5 the outcome of the weakenlng of lmpa-
rlalism, 8 sign of it= inability to confinue to base (&5 relations
with the Tortmner colonlal coantries on-cruds force.

As wg spe It this thesis. rellects o ceftdln uhderestimation
of Imperiallsm. By the same token some people, prompied by
revolutionary: oplimism, S8 1o the armed sggresslon in
Vietnam & sign of waakness, The lepdency- 15 to see these
slgns avarywhere and! to regard lmperiallsm gs belog con
stanily on the defensive, whereas acinally it ‘has in many
Casas gone over-10 the offensive, 4% Can-Be spen from the
events of the past two years on our conffnent. The fmparialis
counter-offensive which hes capsed the African revolutionary
and progressive movement 10 retreal 0 Some 8xtént doss nol
af course alter the world halance of streogth, which remains
favourable to progress and soctali=m.

in our ppinlon, one of the rea=ons for the underestimation
of mac-colonialism is- that, notwithstanding Lenin's clear-cut
and still tlmely coonse]l concemilng the Imperdalist (endency
ol capliafism, no safficiently profound analysis of the fjuazkion
higs beeen made Irom a Morxist standpoint. Way back 1n 1820
Lanin underscored the “need constently (o explain and oxpose
among the broades working masses of all countries, end
particulacly of the bhckward counivlés, the deception sysiem-
atfcally prictised by the Imperialist powers, which, In ihe
gulse of politically lndepandent states, sai op states that are
wholly dopandent opon them econpmicelly, financially and
militartiy",
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It soima extent thls 6 the cese today oo, The Afrlcan
peoples are gl not - sulliclently mlevied (o the S, striving
for hegemony, nor have the machinotions of internaticnol
minopiiies been sufficlently exposed.

Il

[in hveie day-to-day strugels (he pecples of AICLE oOma up
agoinst diverse forms ol Impecialism, and the Tight they bes
waglng opgeinst neo-cofonlellsm  |s  atiended by specific
difTicaliies,

It should be stressed abowe all that the basic Tesiure of
neo-colomializm = by o means - the use of meane less viotent
than the naked forrar of direcd oolonidal ride, I 15 rather $he
firarcial Infiltration of the sconomy and fndirect inflpence
exeried through either the classical colondal strociure or
throwgh the local bhurgaucrarie sfade machine. Neo-colonialist
damination may be established nod presefved by elther Tonc
ible or non-forcibla means, -depending on the  circumstinces,

Whereas formerly colonlal dictatorship was exerciaed by
i stngle invader alidr the Imperialists had come (O agreament
on the distribution of colontes;todusy lmperiallst capital domi
nates wholly or partly many African couitries either through
the agency  al—-momnopolies with ramiliod systems of sub
gldiaries or through nternationil ocganlsations controlled by
the: USA, such as the Interpational Bank for Beconstructlion
and Development, Internationg] Fioance Corporation, Toferna
tional Monatary Fond and Internationsl Development Agency.

If the classical colonial apgression was of o peripheral
nature and desigoed (o sublugate the country militariiy and
plitically In order to establish control over iz economy,
mag-coloniallsm has suffictent strength and means o atiempl
to getaklish Mnancial control at top lavel feom the outset

Kaith Morselield, publications diractor of the International
Monetory Fund, wrote In the Ocioher, 1985, jssup of Fiangroe
grnd Development, organ of the IMF and IBED: "The League
of Nations Conference recommendad the establlahment of
central banks with the purpete of preventing governmengs
[Pom: odopting independent palicies; but nowadays- centrel
banks are créated maoinly (o belp governmants (o adopt ihe
podiey of thalr cholce™

African experience shows that the first principle still pre-
vills, The muthor hastens to speciiy: A really  Ddependent
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guntral bank-—such as that of monetary bnstliutons abroad—
may be of a-greater help to a government than a natonal
cantrol Bank, the siebilieing power of which could mlso ha
ltmdted."

Thiz means thet people chergad with carryving neo-colo-
nigllsm Intg practlce visuallse flpanclal dominstion primarily
g% conbrad owver State finance, execcised hrough adminlster-
ing It

The selzore of this vital economic lever enshles the fmpe-
rlalists to-dictate the Iinencial pallcy of tha Alfrican stafes (o
sitie thetr owih lnlerests, decide whether there will be e
vitluatlon or inflation, detormine credits polioy, atc

ln Morooco, for Instapce; IHRD and (Mt spectalists com-
palled (he countey t0o glve up the live-penr plian-—the [1est
atbempt of the short-Hved progressive governmeant to smel
larate the economic d$ituation—and b eeplace |t by a thres-
vear plan which: spelied stagnation, They delermined prior
tigs for the Mordcoan economy in disragard of s real needs
ind the plight of the pessentry, which makes up &0 per cent
of our populaiion

Like #ll capitalist banks. the wirfous impsrialist banks
contribote to the growih ol the Indehiedness of states, - This
maney-landers methnod strengthons  thelr goip oo the latter

It weill - b Iletl that thess mopopolistic  organisations
are mostly USe-conteolled, for the United States’ share- in the
IBRD mmount=s {0 73 par ceanl, and interest on internotional
loang is podd chiefly to LS, banks

Highly rcharacteristic 8 the activity of the Agency for
Internetlonal Development [ATRH), tha homonymoy of which 1s
ronstanily biken ddvantage of by L5 propagands. Betwean
1958 and 1061 two-thirds of fis credits werese  Intecest-feas,
wheress in 1065 70 per oenl of them wers granted as loans.

albce 1863 the bulk ol these loans has had to be repaid in
LLE. dollars, and pot In local correngy as befora

in 1862 loans for & letm of 40 years weare granbed 4 an
ioterest not hlgher than 2.5 par cent, and 25-year loaps at
a higher Interest. Mentlon shoold also be made of 8 naw
invention of the 1.5, imperialists—the “Cooley loans™ whose
funds are made up from recelpts Trom the sale of foodstufrs
for Alrican curfrencies. The declared porpose of this AID-
rontralled orgendsation e to “promote business activily and
prowth of trade”™ In Tonlsia, Mofoero, Guloes, Sudon  and
Ethlopts. It roecelves:




H2.700,000 1n Tunislan dinars

=2 000000 In Moroecnn  dlichams

81,640,000 In Guinean francs

F_".l.LI'.I.H.LIL':l In Sodaness pounds

SL48. 000 in Ethiopiag doll

Thus the money ohiained from the sale of {oodstoffs helps
the Imparinllzis Sireagthon thelr domination

1.5, invasiments. in Afrlca amoont to 8258 million as
apalnst 2200000 milllon Invesied by the Europesn countvies,
Biit they grow much faster, They totalled 2287 milllon in
1450, 573 milllon 1n 19595 1.423 million In 1983 end 1,529
milllon In 1964. These offclal data do ot Include Tnviest
mants mada under foreigzn cover. The figure of 52 600 million
ls more correct.

& Tealure ol the 0.5, investments s thiet they are chan
nelled, as a rule, not fo the manwfacturing indusiries. This
can be seen [rom an exsamdoation of the U5, lpvestments
made Ll 1984, which totalled :ﬁ{.l'i'}:fl miilliom. OF this Som

2830 million wae Invested In oll and gas extracilon, malnly
in Libya:

250 millHon In mining:

3225 milton /in manofsctusng=lndosiry, bot-of “Uhis &192
mitllon went Lite Sauth Afclta and ooly 233 milllen o the
rest. of the tontinent;

5122 millfon In othes btanches, pacioubéely erode robibere
production ln Liberia

L5 papetralion into- this arsa iz effected primarily by
mesns of Tald", which mbkes @ possthle (0 exert polllical
pressure while being less burdensoma and risky for the oo
lonialists themsalves.

Accopding 1o offlcial siatistics, the U5 “aid" to- Africa
belwenn 1926 and 1965 emountied to 83,062 milion, with
twa-thirds of it granted between 1861 and [une 1865 Within
the feamework of this "ald”, five African eountries recsived
fidre than S350 milllon sach:

L BT T d86.4 milllon [of which 448 million  singe
independance |

Tunista — 4511 milifion

Congo [ Kinshasa | 2013 million

Liberie — 2309 million

Lyble — 2064 mlliilon

Ihis Iz added proof of the United Stetes’ speclal plans with




regord to the Arab Maghreb, Liberia and the Congo and thespe
cial pressure on o then

European “gid" fo - the Africon contioeol is =stightly mors
than double the LS. Heoure, ot & showld be noded thot e
total .o Western "aid' to Africa ameunts to only one-fifth of
the pational ineome of France. This affords an Idea of how
misarly this ald is, compared seith the develogment nesds of
the oppressed and exploited conlinent and with what Is
nepdod 16 ensure the futice of 40 many nations

Moreovar, the neo-colonlplist Inflloradon takes: plape even
when divact colonial rale sl exists, and is effected by tha
monopaly tentacles of the old colonfaltsm as well az by new
mERns.

Moroceo effords many examples of iz We vecall (hat al
thie fme of the Feénch Prolectorate the Bangone de Paris
ol des Pays-Bas controlled the greater part of the national
sconomy. And to-this day it has retalned moch of s Influence;
It still comtrols some hranches of the minling lindustey, having
relinguishad, on excesdingly [avourable conditions- for - itsall,
itH grlp oo the alectric power indosiry and the reflways, The
new eloment in ifs activities i=: the toorlst frede. With the
help of U5 capital It hes-set op travel tirms and 13 &lso
Rotive” Lo lnvestment bompan

Daiploeg s the pooteciorabe  Fraonce - sstablished In o oor-Moard
tonfan, province’ two  companies—Milarma end Micoma—In
which' capital {eom other Western “countries particlproes.
Micume is under US. conteol today. These Do are the real
masters of the Mauritanlan psewdo-stale, which reteives from
them soma crumbs in reward for its complaisance:

Stromg positions arg held in Morocco by Unillevar, while
Froctor & Gamble has entrenched [sell in the peoduction
Of dotacgonts. They monopolise lrade o soap, formerly o
domaln of emell manufacturers.

But the péoetration aod eptrénchment of oed-colomiallsm
Is not necassarlly accompanied by indwstrin] constroction
As wie heve z8en, in 1864 only 2 per eant of 0.8 hwestments
i Africe |with the excepilon of South Africa] went Into
manufaciuring.

The N, Conlerente on Trade and Developmeni ravealed
that hetwesan IO50 and 1961 the profits end interest repatriated
from  the undeveloped coonniries tomailed 5205 milllon,
wharshs  private long-term  Investments  thére a0 1951-80
amounted to only 519,300 million



The neo-colonlalisis are not interested o Africa's develop-
ment. Factorles sre bullt only 85 appendages to the lmpe-
rlalists” Industry, and the erm “Induzstriglization™ i ofien
usad 1o imply peoduction baving oo major industsial sEenill-
Cimce

Going back to Morocoo, we put on record that neo-colantalizm
has not prevented outflow of caplial-and a drop In Investments
some enterprizes have been abandoned and meplaced by others,
gcapluating the one-sided character of the sconomy o which
sme branches produce more than the country neads

For Instapce, Iln Ccoober 1865 the Undted SHStates sold uos
53,350,000 worth of edible vegeiable ofl. This was done desplie
the fact that the culiiwition of all-baaring  plants s rapidly
growing  In our ciountry  [in 0 1982-63 he ared under these
plants {ncreased from 3,000 to 153000 hectares], and oll-mills
are closad becanse of overproduction.

Wi Blready bave Simch and Fial assembiy nes, whlch do
natl operite 10 capaclty becausa the domestic markel 15 Emited
and esxport difficuelt. Nevertheless, a Renodlt lHnep bas been
added to than,

Thiz 1= not an lsolated example, Factoples assembling lorries,
fractors and TV =els have 1o bho closed o Teee the market for
fopelgn-made: commodities op introdice a new ned-colonialls]
Eraup,

Forslgn trade, which plays guite an important role in the
atanomle Hlte ab the llherated coantries, fenaing under the
aiontrol of e nedc-coloniglists, who fix the world prices, own
the mecrchent [leat and, generally speakiog, dominate i
markets This 15 not just @ matter of mare compatitive capacity

An exceptlonally Important rofe In this goniection iz played
by the banks, Aphrt Trom the geoersl Hoancial oonbroed exer
cised and pressurs exected by the Intermational Bank of Beton
struction end Development and its affilietes, we are wimessing
an Ipcreasing infilivation’ by commerclal banks and the
subverting of the siate organisations engagad o the economic
sphaca. As a result, the state-controlled banks |ave  [Dund
themsalves in neo-colonialist dependence and the Industrind
[nvestment Fessarch Bureau has been closed.

In this commestion mention shoolkd be made of the recently-
founded Intormational Bank of West Alclea with the pacticipa
tion af Franch and Amaricen capitial.

Toothls shouild be added (he corruption of high-ronking civll
sarvants pnd aconomic executives which has resulfed in the




crystallisation of 4 class of “buresueratic” bourgeclsis acting
a5 an accomplioce of neo-colondalism, 4 class sehich 15 rapidiy
enriching ltsatl

This kind of thing Is widespread ln Africa, where the neo-
colonialists have taken patronege over those who  served
thelr -interdsts when ey ware the direct colonlal rolers.
These paople are agaln playing their old anti=-npational role as
the core of the compradore class.

The role of the latter, not confined to the commerclal
aphere, 15 wildely Telt also in political e, The soldier clans,
for lnstance, wsad In the past by the classical eolonialismn for
fts own ends, are stll on the scene, ever ready to do the
bidding of peo-colopiglism. Thay have already played their
part In more than ooe reactionary cmap.

WNap-colonfalist penetration is affested alzo through foreign
technological and cultoral “atd”, the 5. Peace Corps. the
Franch and Dulch "l’“_.'."lﬂr|||:.||.’!-|'|ﬂ of progress™, throwgh the Moral
Bearmament agency and others

Religions beliefs, too, ore nsed gs a mec-colonlalist weapon
to counteract patrlotism and progressive natlonalism. Countlass
Intrigues @nd maciiinations are camaullaged by religion

Thus, the Jewlsh religton iz uwsed, through the agancy of
Zlonlsm, for the douhls purpose. of weakening certein Africen
statea By the depariare ol Jewlsh o ominorities, | which have
a large percentage of Intellectuals, and Increasing the popu-
lation of the Zionlst state

Attempts are also made 1o eancourage growth of religioos
gacts which flourizh In the United States, suach as the Bahal
RO ETenL.

Islam Is employad with the help of some “Moslam brother
hoods”, The seme alms are to be served by the projected
Islamic peot,

Chrlstianity, however, 15 the most dangensas Teojan Hicse.
At the second Ecumenleal Council, which hed & total attend
ance of 2200, Africe was represented by 300 hishops of whom
W4 pad been born on the Afpican contloent, Bishop Mercler
from Sabira declaced there: "It is a scandal and a misfortuns
tee raalisa that for the desolate world communism frequently
saams 0 hold the monopoly of trog justice End the salveiion
af the poor,"

Incldentaily, the majorily of the Coundl daclared In Eavour
of an alllance of the varlous Christlan religions &galinst
anlmism, long professad by some Alrican peoples, and against




Iefam, which Is winnlng ever sirongor positions, For ihds
purpose the Alrlcan repeesoontatives at the Councll segoested
[reedom of action transcending the canonic in ordar “to setup
the: fremework .of an Alrican plety end prepere the intro-
ductlon of new rites Inspdred by the sutcchihonons: Tl fore
and. aulbere™

Lastly, in exgifining e guesiton ¢f neo-colonioliss penetra
fon In Africa, porticulor atfentlon shoold be pald - ta the
military aspect of the proffesm,

Abova &1l it should Be goted that <0 for the |||._';_:-|:|"..'|Ii:_:|_:§ v
it Involved any of the Alrdcin counteies in miliary alllances
such @s NATO in Eorope, SEATO in Asie and CERTO in the
Middle Esst:

severtheless the continent is encircled by agegressive
in{litary systéms represented, on the one hiand, by US5 nawval
fortes and bases on the Canary Islands; the Azores, Ascenalon
Islend and =slaswhers, by Israel, and, oo Lhe other hand,
by the strategic strongpilots deft over Irom the tlme of
colonial ocispaiion, Seme of the laber are =t mwalntaloed
In combat readiness’and are =ing modarnised by the USA and
NATO. And now that the Unlied States ls sacountering diffi-
coltles In the Atlantis miitary—aet-lp, 11 - 0% plannlng 1o
establish stralegle fesecve  positions in Africa, espocially In
ihi lost Spantsh possessions on the contimant, Rip de Cro
In particolar, Mor heve the US. Imperialists sbandoned  the
hope of regolning possesston of thele formes puckear heses
In our country @ compleament the Wheelus Fleld Basa In
Lilya.

Franced and Britain still have bases in some of thair former
dolonies, om which they have Imposed militaey conditions
Flving them the right 0 meddls In the ntaraal atfales of the
particular countriesn, And they are anoos ool W miss any
opportunity o make use of this right. Moraower, the training
of African officers in the military schools of the neo-coloniniist
powwars offers the latter an opening Tor copruptlon of whlch
they are making [wll use

The milltary threst hanging dver Africa is olten concealed
hy the negligibla mimber of [oraign Lrnops staiionad thera,
since the nse of midarn weapons obvialtes the need [or large
bases. As tha French Owverseas Jurldicg! Reoiew noted, “armed
Intervention 13 no longer dependsent -on the sistloniong of
miltary unlts In sadvance. [T may thersford be sald that
[iulfliment of our commitsents ander delence pgragments
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presupposes (0 oo far goealer axtenl e ovailablllty  of (he
farces naeded For Inviasion than the presence ol large oonlin-
gents of tmoops on the spot™,

Thiz highlight= the danger presented to the Afrlcen countries
ty the “defence’ agresments concioded with (he [mperialists,
hath with the old ¢olontal nilers and with the Uplosd States,
which prafars secret compacts. The US4, Fedaral Carmany mod
lsrapl alse render militery-technological “ald™ o African
copntirias,

The Congo iragedy s an Instamen of the most shomeless
imperialist intervention with the poarticipation of mercenorios
flred from the misfits of society in the colonfalst countries,
the Belglan revanchisis, U5, agenis end the Unlted Natlons
forces. which were osed [0 preserve. and  sirengthen the
positians of the neo-colonlatists, That the |atler Gave consid
arable resources in the sphere of military action can be seen
from the frequency of the military coups.

Il

The serles of coups witnessed I recent Hmes marlts caraful
sty

Some beliave thal thay wor due exclusively to Internal
{nctors, while pthers attribute them solely o the Infldence of
neg-colonlalist forced, We beliave that oo generalisation chn e
mde withoul (he risk of arriving ai only a portial, Inedegquate
fand hence in the [ong run arroneous answar, For, althoogn gl
these events oocurrad within a brief span of Hme mrarked
by the growlng sggressivensss of lmperiallsm, I 1§ no less
irue that they took place In condifions specific to each
of tha ocodntries oonoerfned.

S, some elamentary Tacts shooald not be oveclooked, Taocis
generally recopnized with respect to Ghana, Dahomay, Uppar
Volta, the Cepfre]l African Republic, the Copgo and Nigeria
nlike:

1. In gach case, the hand of neo-colomiclism was visfhle
St GFe B aF Rl Rir,

2, Im each case power was seized by the mifitary.

1. Asa rosult of military takeotiers bath progressive reglmes
wilefo®t Meed {apnehed ouf or e Fogd |r_f HOT-E r|_|'l!.l':.l.'r5." |.I'.'-!.-I.'-'£'|.III:'-
menl ard regimes fnked wirlh nep-d&olonbliEm  werd  Sger-
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4, The cowps mel winl Hide, o aRly, o resisianee . from e
fraoile,

The Involvement of neo-colonlalism o these evants, whotevar
lts form and extent, was dee fo the growlng ageressivensess
of Imperlatism on the Internationel piane—the-escalation of
hgerression avident Ino Africh a% o Vietndo. Aggresslvaness 15,
af  course, typical of Imperiakism, bt 1t 1s heightenad by the
striving fo take sdvantage of the temporery diffieultes (o tha
world revolutlonary movement with n view to ochenging tha
hadance of Iforces  and retarding the defeilopment of the
aocialist waorld system and the national beration mavermant
But it hardly needs saying that lmperalism, no matter how
many points" I maoy scors, cannot hali the march ol
history

In-some af the coups; as, [0 Insiance, In Ghana, Lhe nao-
colonlalists above all sought 10 put & stop |6 non-caplbalist
devalopment and {0 regain their economic positions: In
takeovers In couniries otly controlled by the neo-colo-
niplists, the aim was 0 remove sarvile i no fonger nseiul
leaders for Tear that thele fgakility oo Fule would stlmaiars
tha populir struggla and jeopardisae ] the proivileges enjoyed
by the imparielisis.

One of the more disguieting” féatires of the coups was (ot
rhe people did red fake igorpus gaerion agalnst tfhem ana tha
the recteffonoaries were | ghile: fo peffesg  (hele sinlater s
withouwt oppesifion from oogons but - the “genidne  repoln-
Honaries.

In oie view (his was due to fwe groups of reasons:

1. Reasons of a mora (I!_'!_'[l-:.'.'_:.jllrn_l_ palure asspciatad with tha
caignlol bacKeroond

2. Irnmediale reasons: eimanatng Ifrom the mistakes and
shorlcomings of Lhe progressive revolulionary movement.

Thare i no npeed (o discess in deall the [irst af thess
raasomns, such as the weakness of the Alricin economy chuserl
Iy colonlal plunder, the extremaly low cultoral level, (1taracy
and thescarcity of educated and tralned local people. Meedless
i say, countries whdch seciously pursue a polley of Industrial-
Isatlon and foree abesd ircespeciive of the difffcoliles, and
gilned fresdom some yeers aipd, such as the Upited Arab
Republic, are less vwilnerable than younger stafes ke Gloos

It 1s .uq|_|.;|i|'. cleor that 10 15 lmpossihle o overcome the
copseguances of the denbiry-old colonfal explolfation in the
space of thees, fve or evan ten years, [l must be [rERkIY




nidmitted thot this basic troth was: often eclipsed by overcon-
fidence or demagogy. The masees, who were more or-|ess
delinitely promi=ed: that sdon thelr standard of ving would
ompare Tavourably with that of thadr former masters, balioved
what they wese (old, a1 the morfe $0 since they were sHll
riding on o wive 0f enthuslasm, So0me peopls, o whom
impertallsm had glven a modicom of edocaton;, bhecame
caraecists and made np the buresacratic siration 'whose support
played the decizive role o the subseguant putzches, The
masses, whno bad saceificed muoch in the lbecatlon strugele and
toy bubld & better 1ife, wece. pither distinsloned o Eslt they
had bean betrayed; The progressive and revolutionary lsader-
ship;, being lsoleted and lacking effective mass support, lafi
Lae coorcs wide open foo all Elnds of adventurers. The putschisis
gitacked the shortcomings of e mesolotion; this was  thelir
trumip, all the more S0 that in some of the countries concarned
intar-tribal antagonisms became aggravated,

\We appreciate, of course, that the wnbeldied demegogy to
which the new regimes have resoried will non gel them veey
far. Thi wpsolvied groblems will make themselves [elt with
repawied Torce, since the neo-golonlalist exploitation and the
growlng appettas of the wew bourgeaisle can but accelerate
e deslinag

ALl fhis speils new drdeals and sven grealer poverty for the
peapla, bt 1F will npt necessarily enbanice their ravalutionary
potential, On the contrary, this state of affalrs §s fraught with
the danger ol despalr -and passivity, especially ln the savent
of the progréssive and revolutionary pacties and organisations
by unible o provide the masses with a clesr understanding
ol the pevw sitoation. [t is of the wwtmest tmporiance for the
African working people o he gble fo recognize thelr enemies
ool 4 Rome and anroaed

In the inifisl stage of the [eht [or political independence
nationial inity teaded to eover up the soclal contradictons
which im itsslf was guite natwral. It was belleved that the
1ty wirnld be maintalned after the cominan goal of national
Independance hDad beon achleved, Ths viow that thera were
na elass divisions in African society gained cdorrency among
progressive leaders! the Tatter thowght in terms of an “African
sociatism"™ which ruled ont class struggle, The facts have
diapeiled thasa 1usions

Views of this kind ceused harm, lor they often made It
|'||_|':1_~;|_|:|_'--:' o damouaflaes 1he antl-democratic matiee of eo-




colonlelist reglmes which in words proclaimed themsalves
HIpporiess ol snclallzin

The vagoepess of the ldealogical concapts of some pro-
gresslve leaders |led to wrong essessment of the role ol the
working masses, the decizsive factor in upholding the geins
of e cevelution, The role of the working class, regarded as
a privileged class compared with the mass of the poor
peasaniry, was minimizsad, and the trade unions were regardad
with distriis]

This attitude, this refusal to exemine the problems of class
struggle, caused the greatest harm to the Africen progressive
and revoloflonary movemenl. it prevented or ratarded the
building of true democratic vanguarod pacties capable of glving
revolutioniry leadershlp to the mess organisations amnd ensir-
Lig the idedalogical {raining of cadres.

Tha putschists and thelr neo-colonlalist bosses woald mever
have succeeded had they heen confrooted by yvanguard organ-
isatlong consisting of fabhiers groundsd o the theory of
stlentific soclalism, peopls who by pecsondl -examples had
proved their loyalty to the revoluilion aod Wwere In choss
contact with the masses of warkers and peasants.

There wers ol course othor mistakes, io particilar the pere-
sonelity cult, the overconfidence of some lsaderss In their
populavity, ihe use - of Autharitarian methods end secrat man
ipulations of diverse kinds

Lastly, 1t shounld be poterd that all the coops resulted In
milltary men coming 0 powWer,

Although the army did oot play (he same eole Lo oall
countriss, the process of its deganeration was often (deatical.

The armed [orces lacked sufficiently close bonds with the
pEople and were podcly controlled by the- stabe, and their
ranks included many who had served In tha old colomfal
armies, Meny of the officers hed been trained 1n the military
schools of the imperialist countries &nd were strongly
Influsnced by Western technoleal adwisers. Thass men wera
easy prey for the secret sgents of Imperinlism who played
on personal ambilops and arranged mestings in clobs of &
shady nature with corrupt old-reglme leaders or with reaction-
aries from nelghbouring couniries:

I cin be sald that the milliary coips gobe the nee-colo-
nialists Broader opportunitties fer carryging on thelr machino-
oz in Afrlca, Eaeh takcomer was & defear Jor the progressipe
and  resslufionary movement, @ refreat for this movement.
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While thiz must be granted, tr should nef e fergoifen fhar
the tmportand thing s, en the one hand, that generally
spgaking the peoples are Jorging ahead fowards complete
tiberation and soctalism, and, on the ofher hand, that the
decline of imperiglizm  i5 eontinuing, Nowseper greod  i6s
aggresslvgness, and ol Ehis makes I fncuwmbent on us o
infensify the Jight ageinst impertalism in s new forms. T is
gssential 4o underming the materkal and strategic positions
af the Imperiglist powers, to annul the military stipulatans
Imposed by these powers on 2ome African countries, (o Iopart
A natlonal tmage o thelr aemies and 0 strengthen the
positiee. nentrallty of our conmtinent

Imperiallsm, fully aware of the slEnilicance of patriotizm
in the fight for national liberation, resoried to the creation
ol sham stetes along the Hnes of administrative sobdiviglons
forgily lmposed oo the countrles. In this way big natons
wern fragpmented, natlopal frontiers were arbitrarlly draswn,
ood tribal divizions werd consolideted and despenpd,

vVery complicated problems arose, causing Iriclions Apd
Instoblliy on our contlnent. We do not Teel  sufficiently
informed on confldent of oor eiehtiess (0 pabs judgement on
the territorial and frontlér probloms existing hetween fratar-
nal Afrtoan peoples,

Instenn, we chnsider 1§ useful and our doty 1o call attention
to the methods the nedo-colonialists use o subvert the tecri
torfal integrity of oor coontey.

You know that Morcceo swas formed as a s ale len centuries
neEn e AN Arah-Eslamic clivilisation stroogly gravitating o
wards the Afrdcan continent of which it i o part

Al the beglonlng of this cepntury, acling In agreemeant with
tha British, Cerman and [tallan impesialists, France divided
our oocupied country, giving it northern and spothern parts
1o Spaln and  joinisg apother pact 0 Freneh SWest Africh.
Finally, In reference to the Algerfan borders, It will be re
called that at the time of the conguest of Algerie & perl of
Morooos had besn occopied by France and that during the
perind of nprmed reslsionce. in 195% France shifted our
sastarn frontler and never delineated our border with Manrl-
tenfa begplnnlng from Flgulg: swalting foF an opportonity 1o
i | to its best advantage

Thi= spabled 1he neo-colonlalists o loosen the tes of anily
and fraternily bebwesn our peoples, to delay & rapproche-
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ment which frightans them, and to prevent effective co-ops
ratlon between them, which they fear

But s are conlidont thal togetoer with our  Algerian
brothers we shall overcome this painlul lesacy whlch wealk-
eng both our cointrles. Inspived by the idea of o united Magh
rifr and Knowing well the genuine interasts ol our ._:-ED;|EIE.
wa shall succesd in reaching mutually satlsfaciory agresment

By creating in 1960 the puppet Islamic Republic of Mauari
tania 1he neo-colopialists lore sway Trom Morocco oneg of 1S
uldest regidns, the oradle of the ficst Morocdan State, the
state of the Almorevids: Thelr chief intentlon was o selze
tha rich lron and copper ore deposits and ber Bocess 1o them
for Morocco, Maghreb and Africa. It muast be said that this
split, gravaly impatred our relations with oor southern naigh
bours, cooperation with whom could be bighly frojdful.

Chir pravinces Eie de OFe Bnd  Segubd &l  Hamea  remaln
under direct oppression by Spaln, which prepares their [inal
seperation from Morocco as en Clndeapendent” staie, althoogh
l|.1|15.' have flways been Morocoan lercitorles . sahordinale (o
the contral Momeocan govarmment and fnlabited by Moroccans
in origin, lapguags, religlon, culture and apicit. And they wanl
o remain Moroccans. To gel |8 crime pel vp wich, Franoo
Spoln plans o trovesty of reierepnduwn, In preparation foc [t
It expels politically conscious patriois, sHmulates Spandsh
Immigration, brings I froops and distribuies kandoats o cash
fnd kind &amoog thié 60000 nomads lobabitiing thess large
ceglons

While exposing this mopstrovs crime: and Inslsting on an
Immedinte and unconditional return of our provinces 10 thae
motherland we want to make clear that as consistent demo
dérats we do not oppose the sacred principle of self-determl-
nation. Bur we demand that Bbelors the selecrendom s beld
the exiles bo o allGwed to vefurn héme, the Sponish civic and
military authorities quit the coontry, and only (s Dudlgencass
resldents be given the right to answer the following quastion:
“Do you wish io return 10 the Moroccan motherland oF sepa-
rate?™ And, of course; the referendum cen be carried o
only under the aegie of the LN only by his organlsation
and pot by the occupying powar,

Wea reaffirm our determinstion io do everyihing to foifl tha
plot of the' Spanlsh neo-colonialists: Wealk and short of means,
tey ally  themselves with WS, neo-colonializm, which s
prospecting Lo oll in this reglon, where some mineral depos
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its hava alraady bean found. Moreover, Woashington s looking
for slies for well-protecisd streiegic ba=Zes  and  Madod
appears ready 1o oblige

We also want freedom for our cities of Ceuta and Melilia
whars permanent Hpanish garrisons are maintalned, becagse
thelr occupation prevents (Be developménl of oue BT eéglon

We speak about the territerial problem beciuse it i char-
acteristic of the peo-cofonialists’ manoeavrees (o hold back
thi liberslion of Afrlca and pravent ts oanity.

The Afrlcen countries, ke the other countries of the third
whorld, are Subjected (0 constant ned-chloniallst pressirs from
witliout; on the other hand. they are victims to lts penetration
and its subverslon from within. This douhle aggression, de-
gigned o strengthen neo-colonislst  domination, omss  be
colntersd with intensified struggle by the national-lberation
moyveEment.

v

Wi have scught (o shivss the dangsr of peo-calonlalisn. and
its profoundly anti-Alricen and anti-maticnal character. Afrfca
indead 15 1n' danger, for [mperlalism has not glven up Its
aggressive intentlons, and o must be noted that its hands
ape st far Teom tied In many aress [t woold be most
unrealistic not to seg this;

But the danger can b avertad

Abope ali-it i Imperarive fo draw on the peeples’ (raditions
ﬂ'j' '_1.':'|'£-|‘.'I:||'lr'|‘!|:ii'f.=.'|' Efrugele and i expose neo-colonigiism and
the “innecent’ front it seeks to pud upe This explanaiory work
will be focilitated by the prelefarlanization of fhe African
masses ug come Infe oiredt contdaet wifl the plass enamy as
well as dolfh the narional enery. The progressize movements,
warkers' parties and trade unlons of the contlnent gre gulded
by thiz in thelr aetielties

MNeo-volontallsm wes not elways effectively exposad in the
past Inesmuch as Afvican experiénce in this respact was still
Inadequate. And, Bs we know, It |s throogh experience thal
the consdiousness of the masses matures:,

iy poww, however, wa have accumulated snopgh exparienca
f0 bo able w sea the troe mesning of nec-oolonfalism. It is
indead -gratifying to note the maturing of the consclousnesa
of eome of our peoples who have eithar learnt through their
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own sxparience or psslmiinied the experience of nelzhbonring
peoples

Anathar tmportant factor 1s-the lpdependsnce of our work-
ling class and tts lharation from the greip which the Inter-
national Confederation of Free Trade Unions sought 0 lay on
it. Indepandent working-class acilon 1z 8 guarantes of the
workers” ldeplogical and revolutiondry advance

It should be noted, however, thiet we are still far [oim
having achieved trede unfon unity., The Al-Alrvican Trade
Unfon Federation came lnio belng when the liberation mowve-
menl and the mare progressive forces in B number of countries
ware-on the opgrade; which also: gave risa o the Casablanca
pact. BAut the workers' movement in thess countries, being
insufficiently independent, was unabig o pursne a flaxibla
policy after some of the govermments in the Casablonda group
changed their orlentation, and since that time the work of
the Federalion on -all-Alrican problems has been practicaily
at o stondstill

In the meantime the Christian trade unions; besides dissam
Inating religion In Africa, are propounding entl-revlutionary
ideas, In close ‘contact with thelr reformist aod reactionary
counterparis 'in Europs and-with ostenslbiy eeligloss. bot
actually nen-coloniallst misslons Irom Eurdape ancd the Unlied
States: [there #re some .000 UE. missicnaries in Africal,
they are working to divide and peotralize the forces of the
working class,

Consaquently, sech refmiaing fo0 be dore i the sphere of
tricde pnfon work. Bugcess can be geldesed only B the deal
ok r;,f grmnanclng milfraney wittida e oariogs countries and
subiding: unity on oan alf-African scale 15 carrded ouf,

The present forms of teade iplon organlsation are no longar
poequate. They do pnot take In the psasantry to & sulficlent
axtent nor are they adapted to & sitostlon when (he working
class 15 bound to grow as o result of indestrialisation and the
migration of the rorel population too the f0wmns.

Experience shows that, like the classical lim, ne-
colapiallsm telles above all on the most LR A Ta TR ES
o whom the colonla]l rulers gave a samblance of powar—ihe
tritial  chilals, the feudal owerlords, aad in s0me  cases
fenctionary lsaders of wvarlous klnds

Thoerefore e struggla against nen-coiondalism shoold  be

compiemented ard refnforced by pelitdcd! and class struggle
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aaingd the privifeged strete, the agentfs of ned-caloslallsm
aind gl thoge to whom  extends privileges

Thils struggle céo succesd only T unity is achlbaved on tha
scgle of each country and of Africa os 4 whole,

The eftorts: made so far to schleve unlty among countries
ave ot prodoced fhe desived resulis I0r reasons - we aheil
not go dnto fara bol wehich pateotly are copnecied with neo-
colonialist Intrigues: We sre referring, i pertlcoler, to the
fajlure of the Casabilanca group, the presenl  difficuolties
angountersd by the Organisatlonm of Afrlcan Unlty, and the
peoblams of the Areh Leagus which affect many African
couniries

We hold that the lack o) weity-fn cortbating meo-coloniallsm
iz dug fo the Joct thot the progressives exeri insufficient
influence an the governments, and fo the ohsehoe of Infermal
ETRaGCracyy; wiich makes I possiie For anie goseratenfs fa
Igmore the will and the demands af e people.

Indeed, one cen herdly sxpect & sovernment {o pursus an
effariive antl-lmpertalist Toraizn. pollcy WL does oot wage
i [lrm and resolote slrugele agalost dmperiadism st home.
Consequently, the revolutiondéry, and progressive [orces of all
couniries shoold compel [hele réspective povernments 10 woage
# constslent anti-impoerialist-struggla, whi alope Can pave
the ways to the antl-iinperigilst onlty Africa peeds S0 ureently

The problem of the unity of the mevolutionary’ and progres-
sive Toraes of Afffca bins thus bean relsed; and also salved 1n
theory. What is nesded now (8 practical work 0 promoata
that unlty, to stremgtiien B &od rcalse 6 t0 o higher bawvel, to
camenl African shlldarlty, despen owr wnderstanding of the
problems fnvelved and the mesfs of struggle needed lor
success. It Is lmperative alag (0 esclhew hasty, unconsideced
actions which might ba regorded as (nteclering in the Internal
affales of one or another oountry and which could be detsd-
mentil to the ant-imperialist stiggle and African unity.

Right now African solldseliy can and shoald take the Torm
af mibstantlal support to odr brdathers who are flghting to snd
the direct occupation of thelr countries or who have hecome
victims of neo-coloniallst machinations

Unecondifions] politice]l and meaeterial support shoold be glven
to the |'_|r_|r_||:||B:= of the Porlugusse colonies as well as Sodth
Alelea, Hpanish" Guines and thae Sommali coast

Efféctive sanctlons, such as 8 ban om the usa of porl
facilities, should be nmployed ageinat 'oriogal,
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Domstant asslstande In all forms diétated by the sitootion
should be glven the African populaton of South Africa, which
Ig--rothlessly oppressed by (he racisi minorlty. Every eflord
should be made Turther (o solate the government of thie Soulh
African Republic and to kelp the countries still bound ot for
gconomle and social reasons 10 fres (hemselves [rrom  gdon
CORTACIS,

And above all |t 15 imperative to open the eyes of mora and
more people to the role pleved by tha UEA o tha ecopomy

of =south Africa &anpd s support [oc- the colonial poticies of
Porfugal and Spain

The expesure of U5 dmy
o rabdd maoise, 155
Amerioo, 15 nem-oofoninl % tn Africn, 115 Inei
merl fn the arming of lsrael Jor provocotions against
Palesting and ather Aral peoples) and Hs efforrs (o promore
counter-repnlitionary pacts showld -be regarded as g fong-term
task ealting lor imilagg

a2 baoker of cofonlalism

In the affgirs af Latin

'|_'£i'hl|i e i il lanee.

.

Epocn-making chenges bhave taken -place [ Afeich since Lha
sFefond World War, but there are siill biggér chanrgas shaad
These changes tan be hestensd if the revolutionsry and pro-
graegelve Torces of the continent, co-operalline with ke Inberd
natl

1l worklng-tlass: movement &aod sapporksd by the
socialist world, build a wnited front on both pnationgl and
continental scales. .

Lit us close ranks in the face of e nod-colomialist enemy,
el us unlbe our forces anound Africa’s bastlons of revolution
reslsting the nao-colondalist ageression, To rally o the sup
port of- these Bastions s the duty of all tha revolutionary and
progressive forcey n Alrlco

Stand

runlied In the strugele we shell winl
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AFRICAN SOCIALISM REVISITED

DE KWAME NKRUMAH

The term sacklism™ has - beacome-a nRecessity in tie plat-
form dictlon and political writings of Alricin leadees. 1t s
a term which undtes us in the recognitlon that the restoration
of Afrles’s humanist and egalitarian principles of soclety calls
for socialism. All of us, theraforn, aven though plrsuing widsaly
contrasiine A tcles In' the-task of reconst MUCOUNE Our wvarlous
nation~staies, =il usa “sociaBsm” 1o deszribe-pur respectiva
alforks, Tl guestion  mast therelors be faqaed: What real
INeAEL Ik aoes [Ge term retaln in the context ol COnLampurary
Alrican poiticay | warned about thls o my . book Lonsclen-
elam [ London and New York, 1964, po 105]

And yet, socialism in Alrica today tends o lose lts ohisctiva
contant 1o favour of a disfracting termlinology Bnd In favour
al & sepsarcal confusion. Disaission centres moere an the varlons
concelvable types af soclallsm tkan dpon the nesd for s0-

tiadist development.,

Some Alrhcan '|'.ll.l!'|||l|2| laadars and thinkers !'.!':I'il||||.'_-.' usg
the [erm “soelalism' as it should in my opinfon be usedi o
deseribi o complex of sbcial PUrposses and the l.-\'_'ll"-'l?.l.|l|-'-!'.-1|||l|
sinfal apd economic policies, organisatlonal palierns, saie
siructure, and eologlos whlch can lesad o the attalnment of
thogse purposas. For such lpaders, the alm 15 fo remaold Alrlcan
sociaty In the soclallst direction; to reconstder Afrtcén %0
giety In such B manner that the humanlsm of  teaditional
Africen e arts [i=ell In a modern technical commumily.

Consegquently, soclalism in Afrlca Introduces & new social
eynthesis in swhich modern technology i reconciled with
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hitman valoes, In which the advanced i1gchnicnl society s
raalised without the staggerlng soctal malefsctons and desp
schizme of capleallst ipdostrisl =oclety, Foro ires econombe
and sockal developmen! Sannot be |1:-'|_‘:-|'|.g|:|I|_‘:|I without the real
sociallsation of productive and distribotive processes. Thise
African leaders who balieve these principles ore the socialiste
in Africa.

Thera #itn, bowover, othér African politlical leaders and
thinkers who use the term “socialism™ bocausa they beifleve
that soclalism would, in the words af Chandler Morse, “smooth
tha rogd o economic development. It becomes necessary for
them to smploy the term o o charismatle effort o rakly
support” for policles that do not redlly promote  econdimd e
and social development. Thoss African leaders wha balieva
these principles are supposed fo bhe the “Afdican socialists",

[f I3 Interesting to pecal]l ihat belore the spiit In the
Sptond Iolernational, Marxism whas almost ndistingnishable
from soecial democrecy. Indeead, the German Soclal Democratic
Party was more or less the guardian of the dogtrips of
Marxism, and both Marg &dnd Engels supporied that Parcty.
Lemin, (oo, bachme o meinbor of the Social Democratic Party,
Altar the breakup' of ‘the Sedtnd Inferantionsl, bowewver, the
meaning of the term “=2ocial democracy" altered, and It hecame
]:-EISE.ll'IIE to draw p real distinctlon belweesn spoialism  andl
soctal democracy. A similar sltoalion bas arksen o Alrics.
Some years-aga, Alricon political leaders and writers nsed
the tarm “Alrdcan soclallsm In order to label the edncrete
forms that soctallsm might assmme In Alrlca. But the realitles
ol the diverse and irreconcilabie Sacial, polidcal, and economic
palicies baing pursuad by African stales ioday have made the
teem. “Afriean soclallsm™  medningless  and Irrelavant. T
appears to be much more closaly assoclated with anthropblogy
than with polliical econmy. “African sociallsm™ hes now
oo Lor acgulre some o s greatest publicists 1o Burops ano
Maorth America pracisely because of 8 predominant mithro-
pologtoal charm. Ttg formign publicizts Include nol only the
sarviving soclal democrats of Europe and MNorth Amirica, il
ather Intellectuals and liberals who themselves arg stespsd in
the ideology of social democracy.

[t was no accldent, let me add, that the 18632 Dakar Colio
fulum made such caplial of “African soclalism"; Wit the uncer
tofniies oomcerning the meaning end speciflc policles of
“sfrican sociallsm™ have led some of us o ahandon the term
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becansa [t falls to sxpress lts origlnal meaning and becausa
it tends fo obscure our fundamenigl sociallst commitment

Today, the phrase “Alrdcan sociallsm' seems 1o BSOS e
view that the traditional Alfrfcan Society was o classlass
spciety. imbued with the spirit of humenlsm and to exprass
i nostalgia for thet spivle Such a conception ol soclalfsm
makes & Tetlsh ol the commumeal Africen society. Hul an
Idylite, Alrican classless sociely (ln which fheve Weps: no
rich and no poor] enjoving o drogged serenity 5 certainly
g facile simplification; there 13 no historical or sven anthro-
poiogion] ewldence for any such soclety, 1 am alcoid ihe
regllties of Alrlcan sociely were someswhal more sordid:

All available evidencs Irom thi histocy of Alrfta up 10 the
ewe of the European colopisation, shows that African society
was nalther classless oor devold of & soctil hiecardhy,
Fendaliam existad In some parts of Africe before colonlsation;
ard Teudalism Invoives o 'J_|_:|_1[_| fand sxplaitative social stratifi-
cation, [dunded on the ownership of land. It must also b
noted that slavary existed in &frica before European coloni-
sation, alihtozh the parller European contect gave elavery In
africa same. of 105 most vicious  chacacteristics. The troth
rammalis, hoveser, thot “befors colondsation, which bechme
widespread in Africa only in the ninetesnth century, Afritans
wera prapared fo sell, often for no more than thirty pleces
ol sliver, fepllow tribasmen and even mambers of the sams
“exlamded Tamilyt and clan, Golonlatismodoserves o e blamed
for many ovils In Africe, but sorely I wias oot precsded by
an African Goldan Age or porodise. A return to the pre-colonfal
Africen society §s evidentlly not worthy of the Ingenlty and
sflarts of our peaple.

All this notwithstanding, one could still argue that the beslc
orgeEnlgation of many African soclatles o different pariods
ol hlstory manifested & certaln cormmunolism and st the
philesophy aod humianist purposes bahind thot Organisation
ara worthy of rvecapture; A& community In which each saw
his well-heing In the welfarsa of the proup certelnly” wes
praleeworthy, even If the maenner In which the well-being
ol the group wis porsoed makes no contribotlon @ oor
purpnses Thus, what socialist thoughl in Alrica mast reciap
turg {5 not the structure of the “traditonal African socisty”
buat fts spivle, for the epirit of communalism = crysiallised
in Its humanism and in 8 reconcillation of individual
advancemant with group welfara: kEven IC there 18 Incomplete
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anthropologlcnl  ovidence (o pechostruct  Lhe raditlonal
Afrlcan soctety” with accuracy, we can still recapture the
rich human valoes of that society: In short, an anthropolagical
approach o the “traditional African gociety™ Is  too mich
POV en; bait & philosophical approach stends on muach firmer
pround and mokes geoecallisation Feasiblo

{ing predicement in the anthropologlon] approach s ihat
thera 15 some disparity of views conceening the mantfestrilons
of the classlessness™ of thio troditiooal Afrlcan  soclety .
While some hold thai the soclety was based on the eguooslity
of itz membars. oibers hold (hat 1t contained 8 hiererchy and
division of takour in which e hiscgrchy —pnd (herelore
power—iwes foundad oo -spivitual aod democcalle values Of
coirse, no soclety cen be founded on the eguality of (s
mambers although societies are [ounded on agalltarianizm,
which: 18 samething gulte differsnt, Shnllarly. o classiess
soclety that ot the same time refofcos Ina Merarchy ol powis
i disflpnet rom authority | st be Becounted a marval of
socig-political [innsse

We know that the “traditfonal Afrlcan sgciety" was founded
o principles of egalifaviantsm, In ils: acilel workings, oow-
avar, It had variods shertcombngs: Tts" hitmanisl Epulss, naver-
theless, s something that contlnmees in uwrge us towards oup
all=African sociallst ceconstruciion. We poslulate | sEch man
to be'an end In-himsell, not merely o means; dnd we accegp
the pecessity of guarentesing each man egual opporiunices
for hiz development, The Tmplidations of this [or =o0oio-
politioa]l practce heva to be worked out sclentifically, and
the mecessary socidl and economic polices pursited with Te-
solutlon. Any mednlogfol humandsm dusl begin Dedim egallla-
rlanism and musi lead: to objectively chosen  policies [or
sateguarding and sustalnling egalltarianlsin. Henoe, sociallsny
Hanin, also, sciantilic soclalism

& further difficulty that arises from the snthropologicil
approach o sociallam, o "Afrlcan sacialism™, 1= the slaring

dlvizsion - between existing’ Alricon socletles and the ooimm
nalistic soclety that was. 1 wamed in my book Consclencism
thRt —our: socisty 8 not the old-society, bol -a new: snciely
gnlavged by clslamie and Euro-Christlon infloences™. This s
iI- fact that any soclo-pconomis policies must secognise and
teke Into sacoount. Yet the llterature-of “Afrlcan sociaiism®
aoines closa 10 sugkeesting that today's Al sirzletles are
gommunalistic, The two socleties are not coterminous; and




such a0 equation cannot be supporied by eny sttentive
ohservation. 18 15 true that thls disparvity b5 meknowladged in
some of tha llterature of “Alrdcan socialism™; thus, my friend
gnid colleague Julins Wyerere, In ackopwledging the dizeqnoi-
Whrivm beltweesn whal was and what 5 In terms of African
socleties, attributes the diffarences to the lmportotions of
Evnropesn colonislism,

We know, of course, that the defeal of coloniaiism and even
nad-colonialigm will not result in the sutomatic disappearanca
of the imported petterns of thought and social orgenlsation,
Eor those patierns have [aken rool, and are In varving
degree: sociological features ol our contemporicy soclety, MNod
will a simple raturn to the commupelistic scclety of anclent
alrica offer a solution either, To advocale & melorm, &3 -0 weare,
L the rock from which we woara hewn s o charming thouwght,
but we are faced with contemporery problems, which heve
arisen  from poditical subjogation, aconomic ::_l-;|_1'I|'_|Ir_."l_[il_'lrlI
educaticinl and social backwardness, increases in population,
[amillarity with the methods and prodocts of tndastrialization,
modarn aggricuitural teEchinlgoes: These-—as wall a5 a host of
other coimplaxiiies—oan be rasolved by no mera communalis-
tic society, howaever sophisticated, and anvone who so advo-
cates must be caught In Tnsaluble dilemmes of the most
axcruckating -kind. All available evidence from: socio-political
hlstory ‘discloses “that such a ratamn 0 4 statos quo anle 4
qulte onexampled in the evolpiion of  socledes. Thera s,
[ndeed; no theoretical or historical redason to indicate thae i
s at all possible,

When one society mests another, the obsaryed historical
trend is thal scculiuration resolts In &8 balance of forward
movement, & movement o owhich sach society assimilates
cartain nseful ativibutes of the other. Sacial ewolotion is o
diglectical process; It has ups and downs, hut on balance,
It always wepresents an apward trend

Islamic civilisation end European colonlelism are both his-
torical experiences of the tradltional Afvican sociely, prolownd
eéxpeflances that have permanently changed the complexion
of tha tradidonel Alricen ecclety. They heve Introdoced new
values and & social, culiural, and economic drganlsation into
african life; Modarn African societies are not traditlongl; even
If batkward, and they are clearly In & state of sooio-economid
diseguilibriom, They are In this state because they are not
aughiored 00 A steadying ldeslogy.
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The way out 18 certalnly nolt o regurgitate all Islamic or
Euro-colonial Influoences in o follle attempt {0 recreate a past
that cannot be resurrected. The way out is only forward,
forward to a higher and reconclled form of scclety, In which
the guintessence of the humsn purposes of raditional Afcican
soclety reasserts [bsell In 8 modem context—Iorward, In shoe,
to soclelism, throwgh policies that are sclantftoally devised
and eorrectly applied. The (nevitability of a forward way out
i5-Telt by all; thos, Leopold Sedor Senghor, plihough Tavouring
safmie kind of return (0 Africen communalism, lnsists that the
refashionad African society must accommodate the “positive
contributton” of colonfal role, “such Bs the economlo  emd
fEahnical Infrastructure and the Frepell &locationdt .-T.!.':n'ﬁ:'l'n"
Tho economic and techolcal infrasteacture of even Fronch
coloniallsm  and the Franch edocational System must ha
azsuimed, though this can be shown (o be imbaed with a par-
ticular socio-political phiiosophy, This philosophy, as showld
b2 known, s not compatble with the phllosophy underlying
coomimnunalism, and the desiped accommodation Would prove
only a sccio-political mirdge

Sanghor has, Imdeed, given an acoount of tha natore ol
the return o Alclca. His atooent is highlightad-by statemants
uElng some ol Lls own words: that the Afrlcan 1s Ya field of
purg semsaitlon'; that be does not measdrs or obsarve, but
"Nves"™ n ghtpation: apd thot this seav of acdwtiing "koow]
adga™ by confromtalion and intuition §s "|||:H|'r|-.-'-.f|'-‘::-'||'|"
the acquisitlon of knowledge by veason, ~ Hetlenic. In African
foclalism [ Lendon and Mew York, 1084, pp, ¥2-3), he proposses
thiat we consider the Negro-African as he [laces the Other:
Croel, mean, anlmal, feee or pebbla nanral of social phenom-
amon, In conirest to the ¢lessic Kusopsan, the Negro-Africen
does not drew a line bebween himself and the object, ha
does: not bhold it at a distapos;, por doss he morely ook al
It and analyvse L After holding 11 at a distance, alter scanning
it without enalysing 1t, ha fakes it vibrant in hiz hands, carsfui
nfl 0 kil or fix 1t. He touches 1t Ieals i, smells: 8, Tha
Megro-Alrican s ke ong of those Third Day Worms, a pora
fisld of -sensations. ., Thuos the Megro-aAfrican sympathises,
uhandans his personality to become identified with the Other,
dies (0 be reborn In the Gther. He does not assimilate; he 18
assimilated. He llves & common life with the Other; he dves
In o symbiosis.
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It 18 clear thist sodialism canndt be founded on this klnd of
metaphiyelos of kndwledge.

To ba sure; thera |5 8 connection betwesn comomunalism-and
soclallsm. Soclalism stands (o0 oommunbilsm a8 caplbaiism
stands B0 slavery. In soclallsn, the principles undeclying
communalism ore given expression in modern ciroumstances
Thus, whereas communelism in 8 nop-technical soclety can
be laissez-faire, In & techulcel =society where sophisticated
medans of produciion are al hand, the situation s dilfecenl;
for IF the widerlying principles of communalism are not - glven
correlated expression, class cleavages will ardse, which are
connected with economic disparities and thereby with political
lI1E|:_|'|I|:1'III:.:T.. Loclellsam, therelaore, can be, and 1z, 1he delence
of theée pelociples of communalism o a moderm setling 1L s
a Tarm of socisl organisation that, guided by the principles
underlving communallsm, adopts procedures and  measures
made necessary by demographic spd technologice! develop-
menls Only andar seclalism ean wie relishly accumulaie tog
caplinl we -nead [or-our development and -also ensune thal
the gaine of investmesnt are appHad for the gpaners]l weliors

soalalism 14 nod sSpontansoonss IF doss pot arlsa of liself. [t
has abiding principios-secording (o which the major means
nf profduction siod distefbittion ooght (o be sacislizad (F axplol
tation of the-mapy by the faw i to be preventsad; &f, that {s ta
say, realllarianism In the ecopomy s Eo.be prolecied. toclalist
counirdes In Alrlon may differ in this oo 111 detal]l of thelir
poticies, bot such differepnces themsalves ought mot {0 ha
arbitcary op sobject io vaparies of taste. They must b scién
tifically explained, as necessities arising {rom differencas in
the particular circumstances of the coontries thamselves

There iz only one way of achisving =oclalism; by the devising
of  policies almed &t the general socialist posls; each of
which takes jls particular form from the spacific clrouam
stances of o partlicular state a8t a - delinite historical peciod
Soclallsm depends on dialectical and historical materlalism,
upon the wview thot (here- §s ooly ong paturs- subject In all
{is mantfestetions to nntural laws and that Boman sodlety 18,
th this s=ense, part of patere and subject to s owno laws of
dEvlopmont

[t i the sliminaticn of Lanelfulngss Crom Soclialist action 1hat
makas soclalism scientific. To suppose that thare Arve bribsl,
natlonal, or raclel sociallsms B too abdndon  ephjectivlly o
favour  of chaavini=sm,




STRUCTURE AND POSITION
OF THE WORKING CLASS IN SENEGAL

MA[HEMOUT BI1GP

Froblems of a socloseconomic nature loomn large et the
present stage of the revolution on the Afrlcan contloenl. The
solutlon of thase pioblems (oday and sSspoclally focthe Toutare
rists largely with the emerging working class;- the most
progressive and  cevolutdonmey  force  in soclety, Hence the
fmportance of stadying guestions sssociated with the structurs
and e poelfbon of the working class In Afrloa, 115 place
In the Afrdcoo-reyelotion, and its potentlalities. There 1s
honwaver, & regratinble desrth of the faptual ‘and sociplogicel
deis easantlal for any thorooeh anelysis of béss quesiions,
Moreover, the amount of statistical and other dota aveiloble
viicles sharply from country to couniry and this maokes it
difffoult to obtein o complete ploture of the situation.

Meviplhaless we Teel hal an anoolysis ol the stroactuee and
posiiion of the working class in Senagal will help to determina
the role and stgnificance of this class In the =ocial lifa of
our couniry. Some of the polnts and conclusions could perhaps
ba ‘extended mizo o other African countries, sithoogh [0 goes
withioul soving that a special study 15 needed in esch poarcti-
cular case. It shodld alsp be sald thet the pumerlcal strengih
ol the working ¢lass, ity npational compasition, Straoiure
according to vl of skills, and distribution among the varioms
branches of industry clearly reflect the penernl features typical
of the level of developmenti and the soclo-economic system
ol - Senagal.

With a populatlion of over 3 million, the total number of
wige ond salary earners runs bo 110000F; of these 73,000 arae
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manual workers, The shore of Europeans; chlefly Franch, In
the labour force 15 approximately 9 per cent; moreoyver, the
lower the level of skills the greater the number of African
workars, Thus, manugl warkars arg glmaost F!I-:‘:h‘.‘HJ'.-'E"L‘_.' africens.,
as fan besean from the following table:

Afrioarns Elropedns
Edstullves & 00K LRI}
Mice employess sid olficliils 25,000 5, [HA)
Skilled and semi-skilled workers A6, 00K 10K
Uagkilled workers a7 aon -

LT K 1A

Thit largest contingent of the Senegalese labour force i5 the
rallway workers, Mexl come [heageiciltural labporers. Third
place is occupied by the oil-mill workers, followsd by the
textile, knitgoods, germent and Bootwear industrios, This shows
that the  Senegalese working  cless Is edgaged chiefly in
lght Industry. The absence of [arga-scele IndusiTy and low
sidll and éducatomal standasds: petapds [ deveiopment of
claes conscivusness among the proletarial,

On the other hand. ¥ we examing the distributlon of wags-
earners I Indusgey end b the servloes depending on
twnirsilp—stale-owned of privale—we Tnd that for every
worksr smployed in the state sector there §5 Ao average of
six [0 the private sactor. And |nesmuch as the private sacior
Is basically foveign and nec-coloniallst, the” share of fhe
natiomalised eplerprises In the “rationat development™ of
industry in Sandgal {5 negligibles,

The low lavel of developmant s evidenced by the distribution
ol workers Bocording fo skills, especlally as compared with
any  Industrialised oountry—Franceg [or example. Skilled
workers and those engéged In o ospecialised [ields comprise
421 per cent of the working class as compaered with 7248 pec
ceEnl In France, witneas Lhe soane of anskilled s 50 per cenl
In Senegal and only 143 per cent in Franca

The low percentage of [oremen end apprentices of local
ulgdi, g flgll percenloges ol womBie dinoing  Hee unsi sl
[#L per cent) and the total sbsence of women foremen, and
thiee high percentsge of FParopaans (904G amang the execulives,
administrative stall, enginears, sl ace the hallmarks of an
poonomically underdevelopéd countey until recently under
colonfal role,

tither fentures gre the low standard of lving, poor hoosing,




rndad lLlEl:l.E'I.]I.lE'.E' E\.ETF!'.'_.-' provisions dnd Industcial hyglene. There
i3 a yawnlng gep botween the woages of Afrlcans  and
Europaans:

[ wa take the total of wages pald i 1962 In Indusiry we
na that some 11536H Alfrlcans recalved 2,700 million francs,
while less than L0ODD Europeans recelved a otal of 1,820
milllan, In other words, the avernge wage ol one European 15
egquivalent to that of approximately eight Senagalesa.

A comperison with wages 1 France glves the following
plotmea:;

Moniiy Wages in 1966

|1 Alrican Eraiios]

Seregal France
Unskilled warkears L H I 311K
Shkiled warkei= 13,5000 A5, LI
Faremen AR T Lol

This compari=on shows thal the lower the skills tThe wider
the aull betwesn the two  groups of worekers: Wheeeas the
French foreman gets more than double the wage of his
Sanagalase counterpatct, the Erench laboursd gets =iy tlines
more. This shows thal the tower the standard of living, the
greator tha I|:n|1-'_:_|;-.:1l,' foe it o decline

Housing conditions ara partdcularly sgualid, Many, including
naarly afl onekilled labourers, llve on the ooiskivis of the
fwwns o wretched plywood oF fin hovels, 5 o 10 people
1o g room, [n Dakar as many as 20 share a single room. Water
consumption {s strictly limifed. the more s¢ since the water
supply in these aress is ggnacally poor. There is no electricity,
no-sanitary facilities Bnd no sewapge system of Eny klod

The factors undeclying Indusirial develppment In Senegal
are revealod in-a study made by [ Mas, “Industey 1o Senegal
doveloped in an atmosphare of extreme Hberali=m," ha writes.
“Capital, mainly Frepch, flowed Into Senegal 1o sesarch of
profil, but only when the profits were not less than those
detived frim Investment at home. In other swords the Industria
a15 whitrs outl 10 axfract the greatest possible gatn The barden
af this deive for maximum profit falls oo the shodlders of

the Senegalese workers. Dakar Indusirislists economise at
the axpense of funds that should be nsed for labour protaction
And safely devices, which accoants for the high rate of
industrial nocidents
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Womean and children, the letter often from the ape of oine,
work In conditlons of dobloos byelene. Parilgnlerly deplorabla
1% tha plizht of women employsd In the fIsh canneries; They
lwe o Imceedibly  cedwded  condifions  withoul elementacy
convenlences. A recent survay, published in the Dokoar-Mafin on
Angost 14, 1866, showed that women employed Iin the Dakar
refrigeratonr planls “oftan have o waork ankle-desp 1 watar",

On the other hand, the miles In the enlecprises are stringent,
with frequent dismissals; finés and tamporvicy layolls feom
4 to 8 days

The pducational level of the Sensgalese workers, too; 15 [ow,
for schools are fow. The percenlags of IHliterates. among toe
adolt population is as high os 895 lor men and %5 [oF women.
The second four-year development plan anvisages schiool
facillties for only 40 pee cept of the population. Most of the
ikl iod workers are T8 rATE,

Unemployiment, both full and partal, 13 e scourge oF [ha
Sonepdlese worker., Laclk of statistice] dald makes 10 ddfficull
to datermine the exact-number Gf totElly poemployed, bal al
amy reie i renges bhetween 10,000 pod 200004, For exsmple,
more: than 15,000 anemployed were regletered in the Dakor
Labour Exchsmnge at (e eod of 1803, Wil [his undoobiediy falls
short ol the actual figure, Short-ilme workiog and temporary
shutdowns arg widaly praciised, and the sdasondal nofurs
of many jobs pdds' to the mumber of partially ‘employed.

w*

The working people have wiaged & hitter airoggle for batter
copditions. Between 1947 and 1957 the former French Wiesi
Africa witnessed 104 labour confHcis invalving 95,000 workers
and resulting Inmoa foss of B15000 map-days. In L858 ihera
wara strikes ot the S0COCIM works: (20 days], in the food
processing industry (16 days), and o the postal and telegraph
garvice |5 days), not to mention sieilkes by munlcipal workars
mrd Tlramens

In 1959 a 12-day strike of 14,000 goveErnment rrru;.‘-lIJ'."E'l?E was
broken by the wholesole dismissal of 3000 workers. In 1HEQ0
food-processing workers staged | 24-honr sirika;, and in 1851
1,500 dockers struck. The workers of e [COTAE aniErprisa
downed tools for 5 days in 1962, and [or {wo weeks Tn 1863,
In Aogust 10§65 faxl drivers were on sirike [or 10 doys. Thus
the working class hos: bean careying on the stmggle foom




yvear to yeer in deflance of the government’s countar-measursas
and the new code ol labour [aws.

The sirike movemont bas yielded considerable gains In tho
private sector wage increases ranging fmom 11 o 40 pac cenl
Bave been won. The conditions of office workers have
improved, in pariicular following ihé postel and telegraph
warkers' sirike. Anoiher result of thils Struggle s the ATH-
canlsation of personnel. Moreovar, the employers have bid bo
agres o saven national and elght local collective agreements
In the sphers of social lexislation the workers heve won three
weeks' annual holidays with pay and the righl b0 feaves of
up to 16 days for personal ressons. Besides, 1t was thanks (o
thie workers' struggle that safety regulations and rules for
todmbating ocoupational diseases were Introdoced I the
private sector, end famlly allowances and pensions increasecd,

The strike mavement and the struggle of the working class
generally could have yleldad even better resulis hed not the
trade unlén movement been divided, The most sdvanced and
class conscious leaders of the working masses hove wiirked
hard to anite the frede unlons: The most recent attempt in this
direction was underteken last Augwst when an appeal to
all unions o gl topather was issaed by ik anion organisations
stresslng the "urgant oesd to unite the working: class hy
astablishing ‘A single frede bnlon centre indepandent of po
lthcal parties and Inlermational orgenlsations"”. Thepe i3 no
doufd thal onily s the only way o new saocesses for the
Senegalese working class,

In 1857, with the founding of the Independence Party, tha
working people acquired a pollfical organlsation resolved fo
uphold the rtights af the working class Basing ltsell on
Marxism-Leninism this- Party plunged into the thick of the
atroggle end won Important gains. When Indepsndance stlll
was nol on the order of the day, I organised and suocessinliy
conpducted the nalional-fibecation stroggle. IE worked fof the
Africenisation of cadres and for diplomatic relations with the
socielist countries. Throughout these difficolt struggles, which
oftén calléd Ior self-gsacriflca, the Party upheld the hopoor
and dignity ol the Seneipless working class, Many of 1S
officials amd members sacrificed their lives or spent long
yiars in prison

Hoswever, In the course of the ning years of lis existenca,
owing to Inexperience -and the complexity of the local aondi-
tons, it made mistakes, some of which hed grove conse-
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quencas. The time has now coma 1o exect avery affort (0 peclily
these mistekes in order to ensure further success f{or the
working class and o promote the progress of our peopls

*

A look al the position, dnd structumd of  the Sanegalesy
wiorking cluss will reveal o number 0f =pecific features, of
which =zome help to advence its struggle and others tend
to retard it

A positlve eature 5 thol in Seosgal the working class took
shapa earlisr than in other West-African countries. lis most
united, expertenced and tested section 13 the rallway workees
Moreower, although [t plavs i comparstively small mla in tha
overall ayatem of social relationships, the working class Is
celafivaly higger than that of the other African countries,
with the posstble sxception of those with a developed mining
Indistry, such &e tha Congo |[Kinshasa], Socuth Afclea and
LAambia,

Anather positlve feature 18 the degrée of concentration of
the working class. The fact thet 40 pee cont of all workers are
ter e Taund fn the Cape Verde-ama [RCilitates | Bele Srpanisation
Indeed, this iz one of the most nportant {nctors promoting
the growth of class consclonsness. Moreayver, this concentration
In the “Wolnl trlangle” compats| the workers to speal the
Woldl languase regardless of whers they came Teom.

It shouold he mantloned that the working class and sections
cloge to it make the third Begest coniributlon to the natonml
Income [32 per cest ), alfter trads [33 per ceal | and agriculiurs
[34 par tent). This givées an idea of the role 1t plays In
producton, & role which undoubtedly wiil contloue fo grow

Lastly, a feature of the Senegaless working cless 16 s
milltancy. With the general railway strike of 1337 In Thies and
the genaral strikes of 1044 and 1062 oor working class entared,
g0 to gay, the modern age. Wesdless to say, Independence was
accompanied by many new problEms which o some extent
disorientated the workers and, above all, prompted them o
re-gxamine their traditional methods of stroggle. But the
difficulties notedthstending the struggle |5 continuing, and this=
1z an encouraging sign.

At the seme timea the wickling dlass has [datulod callecing
its relative waakness. Even thoogh It i= older than the working
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class In the nelgbouring countrles, I §s still wary ywoung, aod
hence 1ts orgoanlzatlons (00 drg weak

By and large our working class suflecs from o lack of
vocatlonel tralning. Few workers can go o professional
schonls, and the fact that those who do usually become office
pmployods-alter sraduation does not help 1o Improve the askllls
Gf the warklng olass. Andthoer adverse lactor |8 Ehdl the
employers are satsilad with osing low-skilled aboar,

Moreover, the unemployment constantly spalls Insecurlty.
Chrmnic unempioyment means that there i3 an 8xcess ol
supply over demand on tho labour market, and this Kesps
wiagss down, tends to préavont steikes, f(odlgrs  pacasitic
iendencies and helps to swell the [umpan-proletsriat. CEher
negative features are the slow rate of growth of the worlking
class, the absence of hesvy industry which  prevents the
winrklng ¢lass Irom playving the declisive park o the neronal
peonomy, and the lmited employment of women o Indusicy

Half of the working oloss s of worban origin. This 1% a@n
indication that the working class began o teke.shape o oor
countey earlier then in countrles where mest of the workers
come [rom gl aceas, However, Ina country ke ours where
tha class consclowsnass of tho workers 18 geoecally al a low
lavel this makes [or the spread GE peily-bourgeois ideas, At the
same Hme the nsgligihle percentage 0f sgriculture] labourars
hampers coptpet between the working class ‘and the coantry
wicki,

In approising our working olass sotme other clemumstanoss
of a contradictory nature shoold be talken ioto account. The
bad conditlons engender militancy, but &t the same time thay
o some extent channel the class Strmigele on to [.'ll'l:'l?:|j.'
poonomde loes: Whils the dominant posifion occupled by
Europeans in a way gives o political tnoge to the eddndmic
struggle,  linking It with the fight apalost imperlalism, it
fends to lmpart & raclal connotation o the  concept
-I|.II.'I|J.FI'.|-I;'I'.I:.‘|=|I_'!“. And while the fact that many 3Senegalpse
workers {1 oul of 6] =0 10 Fronte o sssrch of amployment
helps to swaken class consclousness and b - enlist pedple
in class organisations, it elso fosters & petty-bourgecds way
of thinking, not o speak of other negetive phenomena.

b

Mot long apgo socologlsts studying Alrlcan problems. could
b divided loto two maln grovps—those who claimed that there
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werg no classes In African society, or that they wera to ba
found only In embryonic form and bence o ail Intents and
purpises - plaved nd sockal role, and thoss who malnteined
that ¢lasses existed irrespactive of the degree of their differen-
tiation. Since Independence class stratification has been so
pocentuated that many authors now recognlse the edstence
of classes amd of class strogele

Classification of the soclal sirata after the patiern of the
more developed European soctetles may In some cases be
usetul slnce It helps (o elucidate the coreofation of soclal
[orces and, consequently, to chart the corpect lne of acton.

It 15 nacessary, howewvar, to awvold drewing porely eBxternai
parallels, for African society is far from Dbeing & replica
ol the Eutopean. Even If a cursory examinaiion riveals obylous
socidl bharrders, o closer analysis will show a diversity of
reciprocal intertonnections between the classas. The ohjective
axiztance of classes 18 one thing and thelr awarensss of thele
owen  ldentity, Le, theld socio-palitical positlon, Is anotlhes
To gat to e bottom 6f the gquestion it i3 essential to take inio
account the! sum total of phenomena and | clrcumsiances
involved.) There are phenomena sehich tend to gloss ovey
things and mitlgabe the oless stroggla, althougl this by oo
menns slgnlfiss that this struggle has not beoome more [ntense
in recant- years:

above all thera are speciflc [doiers which can be traced back
to pracolonial times. One of these 15 sllegiance to the extendsd
family of the patriarchal type which pives pise to real or
Imagtnary loyalties tending o reduce,. oven i they do ool
completely abollsh, antagonizms betweaan, say, tha smployer
and the worker. Brothers and cousins are prepared to back
each othor at difficolt momonts evon when tholr oconomis
intarests are obvioopsly contradictory,

Secondly, members of the same tribe oF ethnic group coma
to the defence of thelr teibal deader I be is5 abhle (0 prove
thiak hls positicn 15 endangered foc ethnical reasons.

Mareover, the attitnde of age Eroups to one another sod
ties of Interclan kinship often blup the fronliers betwesn
classes. To this day peopie ave often golded by the sodial
condapls inherlbed from the past. For example, sarvivals of the
ohsolate hierarchio gradatlons ere tenaclous. Becausa of this
a labourer may consider a cabinat miniztér hi= soclal egual oF
aven Inferlor. This Is whal O, A Diop had In mind whan
o sakd AF you seeatch o Senegalese vou will find a fendalist.
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But It's not only préacolonisl survivals that tend to obscura
demercation lines betwean classes. Durdng the ocolonla! pariod
the French [mperialists purtored such 8 pumerpus petty
bourgenisie that they could often ezxport It o itha other
countries of UFrench™ Afrlca. As a result the destendants
ol fdrmer feudal chiefs ond other Influential peopla as wall
as part of the working people became econsiomed to lve
and think Jlike the peity bourgenisie, Sorei-Canale was righi
when he sald that the Senegalese national bourgeolsia as wall
a5 the bursaucratic bourpeoisie bear the lmprint of petiy-
bourgeonis mentality

Moreover, alongside the siruggle o win and copsolidage
l|||.°|E_|‘:lE|'||!IE:|.=I.’!E:. Negrn micro-natinnalism  and  macro-ractsm
developed, Although these are of no great siznificance of
presant, they should not be lgnored, especially when we bear
In mind how Senegaless micro-patonal chauelnizm was wsed
In splitting the Mall Federallon

Mo amall part o delining a pecson’s place 1o society js
played by mdherence to o partdoular raligion, ond sometimas
to 8 pertcular sect [desllsed relattonships may be formed
petween followers. nf ane orf apoiher rellglon, regardless of
whot class thoy acioally belang i

b

To sum up our examination of the sireciurs,  specific
features and statos of the Senegal working cless g2 weall as of
the fattors retardlng (s awakening, It s pecessary flso 1o
defing ts place In the overall class sirociurs of Senegalese
sociaty, its relationship to the sectlons standing clogest 10 i
and briafly to cheracterise 1is allies and thelr role in the
snofal development of the oouniry.

The rullog classes midoint for ooly two-Tifths of one per cent
ol the ;_:!_1p|1'|||r|nn They are the landownsrs, the: middla and
buresncratic bourgeoisie, and the top offfcialdem. Thiss
spoflops are olpsely interconnectsd. &3 for the two types of
bourpealsie, they can hardly be considerad Indepeadent classes
in view of thelr weakness from the stundpoint of boih pumbers
and- orgaplzation; they are rather two EBlrata of o single dlass
Morgover, the facts ahow that the nadonal bourgeoisle I5 mot
anxlons th separate isell from (he burshaoeatic bowrgeolbsle,
but acts as o resarva [or the ldtier.

At the opposite social pole we find tha working cliss proper,
the ¢ore of which cossists of weee workers asngaged in
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industry, agriculture, trapsport, etc. Close to It there are
sectlons whaose materlal positlon 1= stmiler to that of the
workers, the most Imporidant of these belng the hr!l'.ll-‘,:-l'l'||F'|':'Il'[a1.
handicraltsmen, clorks and minor alfficiais Together with
these sections the working class accounts for neerly 17 per cant
of the population

The higgest sections are the mrel strate | peasants, herdasmen
dnd Tishermen], which make up 778 pér cenl of the working
popolation, 1t should be noted thiat the peasnts are mostly
Iliterate, unorganized and dlsparsed among 12,000 villages snd
raral townships, Peimitive forma of productlon and organl-
satlon -and 1he' supsrsiriciucs corresponding fo these [orms
lag far behind the regquirements of the modern  wioeld, owing
to which the winning of the peasantry in active struggle as
ihe natoral elly of the working glass will obviously ba o
difficult tesk for some tlme to come. Moreover, the absence
of “land huager"” in Senegal should cautlopn uws ' agelnst
automatic  acceplance of  diverse | (heories of  peasant
raviaiution

The revolutionary Torees Include rlso the petty-bourgeols
sactions, 'such as the students,  mlddie-braclket office Workers
nnd officials, members of the Iree prolessions, shopkespers
and middlemen, whe moke pp aboat 5 por cent of tha
population. Thie grouwp, even thoogh §i 1s only one-third tha
glze of the working class and gssociated sectlons; remains Bn
Imparkant Foctor feoam the Standpoint of 185 Infloence and
revolutionary . potantial.

The hullding of a revolotiopary party In Sanegal is bound
up with the matter of political dllipnces, primerily the gllignce
of the working class and other: revolutionney Foroes. Whara
the [ndependence Party erred waz in proclaiming itsalf to be
A Marxlst-Leninist party solely of the swworking class, whereas
it actoally was right from the beglnning, owing fo the
smalloess af the working clags, a poarty ol both this elass and
of the other sectons of soclety sassoclated with o This
expleins tha misunderstandings of an [deologieal, strategio and
tectical order which cropped ap. The point is that only tha
proletariat can subsoribe wholly to Marxist-Leninist ldealogy,
whila the broader social sectlons, Le., non-proletarian sactions
standing close Lo the proletaviat, by virine of their position,
are ablg to deaw on IE only partly o the sphares of sconomics,
socinlogy, politdes and espacially philosophy

From the orgenizedonzl standpoint there s no paciloular
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renson b0 consider i lmpossible for the working clase to unite
politically with other soclal strata, Including secilons of the
bourgeoisie: This 13 & maetter of conditdons and  politlcel
timellness. The establishment of a single party does pol
peaclude the ioclusion fo I of differenl soclal strata, non
awvert or covert class strugele within 1t= renks, Mor does |&
exclude the possthility of one of another cless dataching
itself In order to form lis own class organl=stion when the
oanditlons are favourable for this or should the nesd [op 1
arlse. I n word, In priactics such a party lunctiong os 8 anlied
front,

Hence In & sociely such 48 hat of Senegal 1o sea the |ssus
of whether (hera should be oply one party or sevepal parviies
a5 some kind of a dilemma would be o wrong way of seelng
things.

The prolilem of an alllanee of clessas and the need for
ft I the colonlal and neo-ealonial pariod involves te guoestion
of leadership’ of the alllance. Classss can and shoold combins
In oma orf another wey depending on the eclrenmstances
The stroagest and Dhast organised class, La, the clasa which
gnjoyvs the Eraalest snpport among thay preople, will, naturally,
higad the sllinnoe. Lesdership in the allianes {5 o -matter of
the belance of forces, and any approoch which would ragard
sCill hegeimony as thé & prlopl prerogailoe Of oy ong rleE=
wiild be the wrong wayl Thiz in no woy comiridlcis e main
strotegic |dea that with the developmant of soclety the work-
ing: class is In tha fong run destined to play the maln rols
in &ll spherds. Bul in the case of a working ciass Hke ths
senegalesa; the question of priority In-alllances 1s primacily &
guastion of ‘the type af the glven pevolutlon, it iz asserted—
#nd correctly &0 from tha pengral histoclosl standpoint—inat
the ara of bourgeols-democratc rewoliutions s ovar and that
hapceforith all revolutions: will |oevitably lead o ssctalism
Hut to balfave, on this basis, that owur revoloiion will be o so-
oielst revolution and thal 10wl be headed by e proletaciat
wiould be premature, to say the least. In reality what wa ses
taking place in our country ere trensltional democratic revo-
lntlons which are often led by the petty bourgealsie and henoe
bear & dual character, It i= frae that same Right-wing ele-
ments of the petty bourgedalsie are twing the revolution (o
the Right in order totorn it Oto s bourgaais-democratic capl
tallst oevolullon, bl the bulk of the radical-minded petty
bourgenlste are flghting [or a eentilnely naflonnl democciil
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revolutlon almed, In the long ron, af bullding & seclalist
snciely

In my wew revolutions such as those taking place presantly
in countries like ours are often ssen Iln @ false light. The
transltionnl  democratlc revolution capnot e reganded RE
iosoctilist revolotion. Only andar certaln dondidons 18 can and
siiould devalop into o genuingly ootlonal democeatic o
lotion which in torn coold at some later staga evalve loto
a sociallaf revolutlon. Fallure to appreclate these diffsrences
conld lesd to attempts o sklp stages swhich would ohscore
tho perspactive and resull In setiscks that wauld be swlbily
taken advantage of by our animies to fhe delriment of so
clalism

With swhich ¢lass: shonld the proletariat joln at the stage
ol tramsitional demoératie revolutlon? Those who are carcied
away by current “pessant” theorles Insist on an alllince of
the working class with the persaniry #5 In the cass of ths
proletartan revolotion, 1T woold e well (0 refurn to the
toncepts Lanin set [oril in his Twe Fociled of Soclel Demoo
riacy in the Demoordtic Repolufion. At this stope the prole
tariet apd the Intermediste strata gravitating to it shoold jolo
malnly  with  the petty boorgesisie and  gether with tha
latter ‘win Ovar the peasantry. Thos, peecesding [rDm an
opposite point of departure, we arrive at the Same conclusion
Az the compadss from the northern countries who consider
sucl #n alllaace to be of prime dmportance. in thelr case this
is bepcouse the pessantry (5 (he minocity of the population.
In our case, becauss although they constitute the majority
the peasanis #ce very backward, And because Lhe revolution
in guestion Is not a profetarian  réevolutlion

The transitional democratic revolution establishes 4 mattonal
democracy. The working cless and the soolal strata closa to 0
OF g patly bourgecisle sngage-in strogele with the bourgeots
strata which are still [ar from desindyed and whbleh o ope
underdeveloped countries are often entrenched in he: mn
|:I||n_i:|':.- of siate and In the key-seciors ol the eCOnomy. The
nature, intensily and [orms of that stmgegle - will depend
on the resistance offered by tho opposing ciosses Henfe (G
conslder heforehand and In all cases that a pational democracy
would Imply the peaceful cosxistence ol classes would be
A mistake. On the conteary, i1 would glve lmpetos o o sharp
conflict betwean the progresstve classes and classes sesking
ta retied the advence of society.
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DEMOCRACY IN AFRICA

OM AR MOUSTAI

rhe subject of democracy in the polidosl 1lfe of Afcica
[nalides the rich gxporioncs of couniries at WTrvIng singns
of soclal and politice]l development A detalled  exposition
of this IE?iFlEﬂEiII'.'E wionld enteil moch time, so lo this article
we shall conling o ol the Sudan and
make sofme wepecnl observations -owhich may be ralevant
16 some othipe countries 1n 8 slmilpre _Z'-:J.ﬁ-ll.!l.'-l'l

salves 1o the axpeyiend:

Al present the Issue ol democracy s posed In Afrlca ms IE
las pover  bean posed belCoce. AL the present stage of the
lIharatory  movement in Africa trely oovohitionory changes
can be effectsd only In conditions of genuine democracy,
with- the people enjoylng full righis In conducilng their
palitical, social, echnomic and coliveal aifales and belng e
real maesiers of their destiny.

Amone the syste

s which are usually regarded as demacratio
tw basle types should be singled out, types that ore widely
currgnt in the |]'.'.||.'.|IZE!. lifa of the African counirfes: The
demoiracy corrgsponding to the Inferests of broad ssctons: of
the masses Is bassd oo on alllence botween the various
categories ol the working peopls, on the fransfer ol legislathie
nnd exacutive POWWET BE will 45 state mongEemant of [I'I'L'II:|I.'.I.'|.|Z}I'I
lnto the nands ol these soclal seatioss, Democracy ol this Kind
Is Inevitably linked with progeéassivd soclal changes. Then
there 15 Westorn democracy  Wwihich o ouwmbar ol Afclcan
countrles  have inhercited from  colonlalism. With all lis
:"-I'-I'|:|:I'_.:|'r' |'II|'I'.'-!!-\.:‘i|'l.'a'-Z oroaments of Governmeantal Party and
Dpposition, perllaments, press, regalar gepsral elecrions, gic.




this democracy 15 essentlally no more than 4 market fop
empty and Ifrutless talk, a cover '[or shameless political
profifeering,

IT we examing this type of democracy we find it sbsolotely
dovold pf content and severed from the masses of working
peaple;, It i a bollow body incapable of providing bread
and clothes for the worker and pessant on whom the pariies
wying foF power ullimatoly depand,

The wxpevience of the Suden can serve §s B8R Examplis
uf tha lnconsistency of Western democracy, showlng how ii
hes led the coupntry into’ B hlind alley, The Sudan won
independence afier a long barl stregele  apainst  British
imperiglism. And 1§ should be said that the advanced soclal
forces—the workers, peasants, intellectuals and students—hora
the main burden of this struggle. These forces had, from the
beginning, combined sgainst imperialism,. They clearly realised
that the winning of democratic eighlis sigolfled greater
opportuniiies. o epxtend the independence struggle based oo
the mass mivemeant,

Thanks to this; sven under the colonigl regime there existed
o the Sudan trade wnionps and other organisations with
i genung demdcoallc and revdlutonary lne ambng woarkars,
peasants; students, intellectuals, women ondyouth, which' in
fact pava the mass revolutionary movement Ia the Suden
B specinl character since all these arsanlsations bad, feom
the stact, been Tormed-in the course of the stmiggio waged by
the left forces and uonder thelr influence, The Sudanesa
Communist Party played the principal part in this process, a
fact which has epabled the trade unlogs: &Bnd the other
mass organlsations to presecve (il this day thelr revolutionary
character and leep aloof from the Influance of the reactionary
[oroes, This factor made s tmprini om the progressive
democratic development of the modern sociel forces in the
Sndan.

The revalutlionary movament besed on the working claes,
the peasants, Intellectuals, stodents’ and  the natlonal
pourgenisia | the latter with Its limited pl_‘lrs.-:ihill'.lq’:ﬁ] prowvied
able 0 besisge British imperialism in the-early “fiftles and
frustrated all its constitutlonal schemes, exposing them as
a feoud directed against the striving of the masses towards
genuine democracy and full Independance

It wes during thils siege thet there erupted the great
ravalutlon of July 23 In Egypt which greatly Influenced the
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rewnlutlonary strogele In the Sudan, The progresstve character
of this struggle was enhanced by the principles of the Egvptian
revolution embodied In such revolutionary messures es the
gbolitlon of the traditional reglme, the forced abdication of
the King, thes expulzion of his cligue of Prinees snd Pashas
rom positions of powar, decislons on land reform and the
beginning of the lignidation of feudalism. Thus, British cola
nlallsm foond itself besisged both from within and from the
Miorth:

Undaer pressare of the naw, révolutlonnry reglme o Egypt,
thi Anglo-Egyption agroamont was signed in Cairo in Febroary
1653, which puot the Sudan oo the road to political Independ-
ance. This whs & big sucoess both for the revolutlonacy
democratlc forces in the Sudan and for the Egypllan revnlutlon,

On the basis of the Caleo agpréement the Independence af
the Sudan was proclaimed in 1956, whereby B Sudanese
povernment was constituted from among the representatives
al the natlonal bourgeoisie, & Parllament wis Tormed, & new
national [Mag wos holsted over the Palnce of the Republic in
Khartoum, the Hritlsh ocoupation troops' were withdrewn,
and all Eritish positions in the state ware handed over to the
sudanesa: And so the Sodan stepped oo 10 e threshold
of 4 mew stage ol seelnl develbpmant, and the new rulars ware
[avad with the: problem which usunlly arisss upon the procla-
mation of lndependence; namely, the need (o lmpart a troly
aniial monfent to the. independerncs

The socia]l forces which hed Bome the main bueden of
the struggle against colonialism were looking  Torward o
diap-going tronslormations o the Inlerests of the masses, to
thrcoming the backwardness in all spheres of e which
was Inharited from hail B centary of Injustics -and  colonlal
parsecultion. Thése forces malntalned  thad pl_|||'||_'i|1 Indlapamd
ey shoald bo the point of depactore for’ soclsl proprdss
and  emanolpation f'rom econdmils slavery.

Bot the millng  bourgaesls paclies proved omabie- (o0 v
iup o thess hilstoric tasks and resolve the problems Iogically
following from indepsndenca. They even went @z far as to
advance the slogan “This 13 & period of lbergtion, not con-
strnction™, thereby demonstrating thelr completé loss af
perspactlve and foobility to realbss thatl Hberation shoald o
i way be separated from social change

Howeavar, despite the fact that the traditional raling parties
at that time sxeried strong lnflusnes on bBle-seciions of tha
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poeople who wers thrilled by aschbeving Independence -and
could not yet seg that genuing independence was unthinkahla
unless 1t was Honked with social revolutlon, the progressive
Torces semalned Nrem o the faoe o the difficiltles created by
the ruling parties: and opheld sociallsm as the sole revoli-
tionary woy fowerds progress. This was reslised notwith-
standing an atmosphers pregnant with flosions and empiy
alopans.

The maerch of avents, the determinetion end perseveranca
af the progressive forces began to open the eyes of the maases
to the true state of affairs, Day by day i@ became clearsr
that bourgectis democracy was proving a Taflure; §its Incongist
ency was demonsirated in the face of growing imperialist
prassura on the nationa]l sconomy, the lawlessness of the big
landlords with regard to the peasants, the declipe 1o living
standerds, and the presavvatlon of the old impeclalist cullure,
AR thal tme the leaders of the bourgeols parties wara
gngrossed in the spolls buslness, lgpnoring the wrgent neads
af the people, The masses saw thelr Farlinment belng trans-
formed Into’ 8 market place whare depulles were boight snd
sold, while the change of ralling pariies dopandod onliy on
thelr ability o pay, The so-called democratlc system becama
Indregsingly . (solated | from the masses, snd ultimataly the
masses lost-falth o 0t

E}' the end of 1858 the crisis of ourgeois-democratic
rule had reached Its peak, At the same time the movement
of the new social foroes was on the upgrade, showing the
maszes an example of revolutonary action and atiraciing the
attention of the people who reposed thele hopes In i

It wwas obyviows o November 1958, when Pacliament wias
called inlo sesslon; that a basic change in povermment was
imifneatl, a thange thet would bring - about the lselation of
the Right as represented by the big tandowners and the agenis
af fopelgn concerns, which, In tuen, should lead (0 major
social chuinges. It owas this moment that the Impeciallsts and
thedr accomplices from among the local reactionaries chosa
to deliver a blow at the hesltent apnd lsolated dembcratio
regime, The coup d'état took plece on Movember 17, 1858,
the day Parllamenl was o mest,

Thus the crisis of democracy eotered into o new phase, tha
officars who headed the puppet reglme abolished all demo-
cratic frespdoms, dissolved Parliament, dissolved the parties
mnd frode anlops, Hguidated gll the revolationary  instlitations
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and closed progressive  oewspapers;  they  promulgated
reactlopary laws, arrested hundreds of Communists and other
progresaives; nnd staged o $eries ol romped-op trials of foads
vnlcn loaders

It would be pppropriate here io ‘exeming In somsa deteil
the natura of tha mliltery coup Lo the Supdan, which can sseye
kS an example of bourgeols interpretations -and .;||:||;l]j|.'ul_:|.;-!|
of democracy, The coup was bt the next act of the farce
ciilled bourgedls democracy. The haollowness of this democracy
wiie evidant from the foot that the Imperlelisis and their
puppets permitied s exlstence ondy within the lmits enabling
them (o retain thelr dominatiopn.

Anoither Tealure of Bourgeois demodrocy s the Tacllity with
wlileh it 15 abolished thréugh coups and conspiracles. This &
dog to the very nature of bourgeols democracy, since It 18 not
linked with the masses and represents tha Interests only of
the ruling classes consfsting of hourgeols elements and
landowners, Such s (he redl stale of affales In those ATrican
ciiinirles where military couaps hiove taken place

Biglhit from the vory beginning some sections of the people
adopied o negative attifuda vis-A-v1=3 the millitary ocoups.
whereds others weltomed o This-sititode shows thal the
mizsses had [ittle falih io the defoddvacy of the bourgenlsle

Tha revolutiahary and progressive forces-neither ohianged
thalr attliude nor [ost thair Identliy. Tha |'|||i':||"=.' coup 1A
thom pven more aware o the hagkrapley of the-traditionnl
ruling clreles and their inabllity to establish renuine Eamacracy
for the people, These circles have never defended democracy—
nefther durlng the crisis nor durlng the =ix years of miiitary
riale, They bitpayed the people. who broaght them o power,

harafore thele portiss retreated, were dissolvad or paralysed
Soma of their leaders even recelved pensions [rom the military
reglma

Tha working class, tho pessants, Intalledtuals and stodents
launchad an unrelenting striegle 0o overthirow the reacilongey
regime pnd re-establish democracy, Dasplie the parsacution,
ithe revolutlonary forces played 8 vanguerd role in the
sirdpele agalnst the military dictatorshlp. Prisons and ¢on-
ceplration camps were filled with revolotionsary lendars,
Communists, progressives aond patriotie officers. Many of tham
ware sentenced to long terms af Imprisonment; fve Offoars
were pxecuted; For glx years numerons mififants continged
to woark Hlegatly: warkers, peasants - an siundents wernt on
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strike, and A progressive offfcers” mbvement devaloped In
the prmed forces

The militery roaglme, the greaiest iriel, was suocessiolly
witlestood by the rovolutionary foeces. Thelr harodc siraggle
lad to ¢ major chaonge In the bilance of sGckl [orces. Appoe-
rlable changes. took place in the sentiment and views of the
masdes who saw the revolutlonary forces standing by their
e, heading thelr strugzle with firmness and courage. While
Hhe Tighters Tor the peaple’s conse made many  sacrifices, the
lepders of the troditional pacties indalgod o luxory and
idleness and olmost completely abandoned political activlty

The revolution of Octoher 21, 18684, brooght Into bold rellet
the polilical positions attaingd by the new, soclalist forces
during the military regloe, I1 was (hese Torces (hal sparked
off the rovolutlonary explosion apd orgdnised tha genaral
politicial strike with the partdecipation of all worksrs, peasants,
studants and government employess: These actops paralysed
the mitkteey regime. Evan the Teaders ol tha teaditional parties,
consciond of the Imminent coilapss of the military dictatorship,
formmally joined - the  opposition mévement,. After ten days
of herpic strogele the miiitary regime completely disintegrated
and the demboratic experiment enfered Into s third Stags,
4 stege highllshred by the [ollowlng Teatures;

thim amergenca ol new, socialist forces pleying an Impor-

tant part in politicel life;

—suhstantial weakining of fhe traditicnal soclal forces and
of their political positions

Thus, the revolution began o acqulce 4 deep soclal content,
essantially soclalist, For tha [irsi lime o tha ,=|_|_5|_|_-.[-1_|| of tha
Sudan e new, sociallst [orces were able o teke part In
gtabe organs, and o government of B new type was formed:
it contained repressotativas ol the workers, peasanls  and
intellactnals, lncluding representatives of the Communist
farty and the People's Democratie Party. Ad a result & pro-
arossive majoclty ook shape in the poverhment

BMaw horvizons of progress now opened up before the ravo-
lntonary movement For the Oresh time In the history of
the Sudnsn (he cause of democracy acquiped 1L proper 5|Eni_I;
ciEnce, The mvolutionory movement advanced the slogans
"Demogracy for the peoplal Mo democracy for enemies of the
peoplal”
Ag an indispensable condition for the establishment -of
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ganiine democracy, the revolutlonary movement set forth the
followlng objectlves:

—iholltlon of all manifestations and survivals of the military
Feslme;

rldding the armed forces, police and machinery of state
ot reactlonsry and opportunlst elements;

—ihe-landed estabes 10 be brought under ¢ontrol and placed
in tha hands of the peasant co-operative socleties;

—pbolitton of the ald clvll and trikel sdmindstration to
mike way [or democracy In the nural areas;

—natlonalisation of all companies, banks and entarprisas
ot national itmportanoe:;

allocation of delinite alectorn] areas axclusively [or wark-
ars, peazanis ond Intellectuals:

—aafegnards for the democratic freedoms of the working
peopla and repeal of all reactionary laws promulgated by tha
former military reglme;

—bringlng to friel members of the reactionmary milltary
cligue snd rhelr aceomplices: responsibie fop the coup of
Movember 17, 1955:

alding . the natignal-liberation mévements and, pursuing
an anti-ilmperialislt forelgn policy

When the naw govarnment opted for the revolutonary wiiy,
opening up prospects for far-repching socinl recémsiroctian,
the peactionaries again began 0 mustar thelir forces inoa
sn-galied national front, thus Inftlatlng a confiict, unprece-
dented In feroclty, hetween the reactiopsry and eevolalionary
fOrees,

Eleatly, the resctonarles trotied out the bogey ol com-
minlsm g% the peinclpal instrument for dividing the rewolue-
tlonary forces, A campaign of hysteria, based ooy oo
religion, was mounted agalnst the Commuonlst Pacty oo the
revolotionary government.

gecondly, Hes and slandars were invoked against every
measuce of the revolutionery gpowvernment with a view 1o
isolating it and, should the circumstances be favourable, to
déllvar It a mortal blosw. They resortad to vislance, gathering
{11 #hartoum tens of thousands of thele armed sepportecs Tor
purpozes of Intimidation.

In short, the resctionarcies rallied all thele forces; [oternal
and extarnal, the latter in the shape of the Imperialisis, o
provent the establishment in the Sudan of a new democracy
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bused on the working peopls and paving the way (o sookalist
development.

Ruring this coofllel the traonsitional government was: ra
placed by & now government which excluded the representa
ikves of the workers, pessants and inteflectoals This was fol-
lowed by gerrymandered elactions in which anly 15 per cent of
thir glectorits ook part; in this way the raectionaries regaloed
pOwWET,

Becovery of power by the resctlonaries in itzelf signifisd
o coup agalnst e revolullon and s achisvements, and o
major setback for democracy. Tenslom reached a peik In
Movember ISGS, when the constibution was amended and the
Communist Party banned, The slm of the laiter acton was
g gxclude: the Commuonists feom the Legiztative F'.*.-'\..li-EIubl';.'.
And =0, for the second time in elght years the reactionaries
rejected the democracy they had created

After ten vears of thiz system the Sudan has made lithe
progress; things ave much the same 45 they were at the tlme
the imparielists were ousted: As hithacio, tha counbry i &
source of raw mateclals for the capitalist couniries and 5
domimated by [oceipn banks and companies, while the people
Hve In poverty and fgonoranca, As o the pasl the bwEsic
copiradiction In the development of the Sudspese revolution
is thal belwean the ruling gleeles -anxions 1o presarva the
status quo, and the prograssive forees intereaipgd In sockalism.
This situatlon, we balteve, cannot last long since it 15 contrary
I3 Common Sense; Aand 1o sncial PLOEress

The dl_zr_lp-;.g-:llﬁ;.-: socind changes that have aken |_:||.:':|'.E ln the
Unitad Arab Bepublic, Cuinea, Mali and In sbme other Afcfcan
countries show that democracy s expressed not in the exlst-
onceE of numerons parites with slogans that zarve merely as
camouflage for the exploiting and parasilic classes, bot In
the existence of 8 revolutionary leadership capable of ralling
nnd Inspleiog the masses and expressing thele will for com-
pleta Hberotion from the fetters of class oppression; these
chamges show that there can be no Ireedom and democracy
in coniiticns of exploaltation, that the axploliation ol man
by man 1§ tha enamy of progreess and democTacy,

Sa, It can be inferred from the foregolng that at the presant
stage of the strugele in Africa the problem of democracy (5
grganically -bound wp wilh =ocial change, Wikhout this, da
mécrocy wotld bp 4 mere phrase, devoid of -substance and
imprisonad in the formalities of bourgeols democracy,
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Under capitallszm democraesy can only e deémooracy [or
capital, the gunrantes of s rght 10 explail the workers, In
a feudal society it can but guarantas the right of the feudal
rilers 1o exploll the peassnis. This 18 what history, our entire
experiencd and the experience of ollier Afrlcan peopliess havae
tnnght us,

However, we do nol relect bourgeois democracy absoluiely
and in all o ceses) AL cerlain stages ol the revolutionary
procesd spaciil signilicanca attnches to the dewelopmant of
the mass movement peving the way to progress. In the Sudan
the trade unlon pnd revolutlonaey movements save been able
o estahiish thamselve: and gain tmpactant basic rights under
bourgenis - democracy; hancs eéxporienca of bourgeols ds
mocracy s Importent for winning genuing  revalutionary
demaocracy In the Tabdee

[IEI|'.IEFII1."|*'::I1'| with iis drive for cudtured penetratlon into the
newly Independent coantries has always Tound in Africa some
people aimong the intalligentsla who regarded the bourgeois
svstem s @ modal of demooracy and, a8 a resulf, were unable
to oyercome Lis formal espacis for (he sake af 4 moes revo-
tlopary cantent. By virtue of their education ood cultural
iraditions (hey tend (0 boorgeclstiberatlon [deas rather than
to revolutlonary soclallsm.

They say, for sxample: that the one-party system, and the
banning of other partled and newspapsrs (s & diciatorship
droe, it 18 8  dictatorship, bul whoss  dictatarshipy  This
questicn  they oever ask. Thelr prejodices  conditloned by
upbringlog and soclal anvironment make it diificolt for theam
io appreclate the process of the sevolutionarvy trensition from
the dictatorshlp of the exploiting classes [0 the dictatorship
af the working psople. At the same time, showld the popular
[orces cepresaniing the interests of the working people adopt
a |theral and tdealizt atiitode and allow (heir enemiss (0
form thedr partles and organize themselves, the lattes by
vietue ol hele class lnlerests would saddle the revolution,
doprive the working people of their gaing, and return them
to the conditions of fewdal or capitallsr society

Thus, thera can be oo such thing as absolute dempcracy [n
any society. The declsive lactor 15 who bbepefits Ioom the
establlsimant. of democracy —wihilch socinl classes or |:||:;-|:r|,|_|_.:|r
[oeces, The advant to power of the forces representing the
wiorking people 18 the sole guarsntes of genuine democracy.
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THE MASS PARTY
AND SOCIALIST CONSTRUCTIODN

IDEISSA DIAHKEA

Among the many theoretical problems pased by the spread
of =ocialism is the problem whetlier o mass party; that 15,
g perty with a nettonal rather, than oa cless Tollowlng, can
ansure the tullding al the mew =pciaty.

The r\-rul;-lll'_|I should be seen dgalost the bActkground of the
emancipation of colonlal peoples and the sprasd of socialism
wheg dome mass pactles are setually taking part in boflding
the new. saclalist soclaly. We are now 1n A position o discuss
this purely theoretical problem' on the strength of Facts, In
the Hght of the exparience of e nombsr ol countries.

This problem, only now comipg fo the fore In Africa, @S
bound o galn In imporfance. And o those mass parties
currently ‘engaged in boilding sdclelism its signilicance s
great indesd. Depending on its solutlon, the problam may or
may not occasion diffloulties in thase parties by gving rise
1o what we might régard 85 unnecessary diffesences, That s
why we fesl that It merits thorough stody, although it bas
not yet come t0 & head. Clarlfylng the 1ssue through' frank
discdssions we dan avald misundersianding aond eonteibuie (o
the solution of the problems of sbclalist constmictlon today,

We do notl proposs o go deeply Into the meaning of the
tormn "building sociallsm™ but willl messly stete the opinion
of our Party on this fssne.

We think thet & soclalist trenpd ol devalopment ©an be
dafinad by criteda which wo waoold (st as follows

-public or co-operetive ownership of ithe basic means of
production;
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-0 large-scale privale property o agricaliurg;

—state monopoly af forelgn tridoe;

—digiribution effacted chiafly by the stete sector and the
self-managing sector;

—an Independent national monstary unii.

These criterii, wo belleve, make 11 possise |.I|'!.'||'|.'g.' 1y defline
the policy of building socialism. especlally i€ the policy ls
pursued by a mass party bazed on democrade centrali=zm.

To be sure, the speciflg contént of these conditlons and the
extent io whith they are schieved may wvary. Bul this is @
guestion of the stages of eociallst constroction; it is not, in
our view, & matier of questdoning the orieptation. At Bny rate
wa hold that a country striving [or the objectives Listed above
ts bullding soclalism,

We alsd think It 1% necessary o specliy whather there is
a fundamenial dilference batwean the socialist and the non-
caplialist roads. This term came into being some yeprs ppo
with the liberatlon of the colonlal peoples. Some. ol thasa
countrieas have, under the leadership of thekr mass poarties,
carrled out a serles of struotural reforms the general naturd
of which undoustadly. fiE info a sooclalist perspective,

That being so, why s it that In-speaking of these countries
the tarm used. is ths! "non-capitalist way” anod not. the “so-
clglizst way't?

As B mile, the counfries which are buflding or have built
socialism ape dofng or have done so-under the lsadership of
# cless parcty, & vangoard party bosed on Marsist-Lenints
principles. At present some of the new countries bhave, with
tha aid of @ mass party and not & vanguard pariy, opted for
B way which ¢an be essentially deflned as the soclalist way.
While the objectives o either case are ldentical and- the
mathieds of attefning. them more or less similer, the [nstro-
ment 15 differenmt. This, in our view, calls for deap-palng
theoretical analveis;, since he vanguard parcty  was,  dotdl
cecently, considered an Indispensable’ Instrument for bollding
socielism, Indeed, there igs =0 [ar no ohjective proof that &
mass party can bring the socianlist revolution to-its goal. All
we know 15 that so fap mass partles have been able to toke
a romd which, gpenerally spdaaldng, Is marked by sociallst
foatores, but we have no finnl proof that these perties can
carry tha di—!‘.‘E]i.‘.ll_Jn:-EII’ throgghn to the ultimate goal, We are
bound o admil, tharslore, that eeftaln mass pariles constituts
i vanguerd forece, that a mass party can follow 8 line whose
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i plEmentatlon fit Inta tho =ocialist
parspactive.

According to one concept, the actlvity of -8 mass party of
this klnd ensures non-capltalist development, opening the
road t0 a new and higheo phase, the socialist phosa As for
advancing slong this ropd, leadership by & clazs veEnguard
perty is considered lodispensehle,

The advocates: ol this coneept can deaw oo historicad
exparience in the sepse thal socialism bas so far been built
only wnder the leadership of a vanguard party. However; the
lack of experience i bullding socialism under [he ieadership
of & mass party I by no maans gvidonce of inability on the
part of fha letter 40 guide the advance to =oclalism,

Cur position on this issue |5 that there ia po gualitailve
distinction between the non-capitatist and (he socialist wavs,
Batl sociallst I:I|'*:'u|".I-::|'|_:-||'|¢:n.‘L is a staga by siegpe procass: so-
iAallst changas in the sphere of production and distribution,
butlding soclallsm, consoldatlng soclallst society, and balld-
Ing compunsm.

and whoss objectlvas

We- bilfave "that In the conditions procided by Hbheration
{rom colonfel rule & mass perty can oorry the sociallst revo
lution through to the end-And we will try (o0 prove our polot
without ¢lalming any monopoly of the trath-in the matier.
{n this-issue a5 on any other, the last word will be said by
time, experience will show. But even if the atiempt to bulld
soclallsm under the lgadecship of 4 mass paply should Tail; It
wiould be wrong to conclude fhat socialism cinnot be Ballt
For, to go by this kind of logle, one could have Inferred from
the defest of the Pards Commune and the Russban revalotion
of 1405 that a vanguard party is unable 1o take power and
huild socializm,

Bafore proceeding to a epecific examination -of the pogsi-
|:||_E:||:'!,' ol I:||_1:|||:]:|:r_|_r_l; soclallsm undar the leadershlp of a mass
party 18 should be poted that there are lmportant distinctlons
betweean the numeroos riling partles 1o the African couniries.
The point {5 pot to examine these distincilons here bot to
giress that In deallng with the problam under discussion we
taka into pcoount only those mass partles

—in which unity has been achisved by fres consent;

—which are based on democratic centrallsm;

which have lirmly declared for the soclalist road of
davelopment and base their activities on the theory of scien-
tific soclaltsm;
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—which pursus a genulpely socialist policy,

T attempt an answer to the guestion whethar a mass pariy
maeting the [oregoing regquirements can in definlie conditiong
carry -the socialist mpavolution through to theand, 10 1s flest
necessary, In our opinlon, 1o compare the conditions in which
those parcties thal have buill sociallsm hed to operete with
those In which the mass parcties intent on ballding soclalism
dre presently operating.

Thay spread of sociallst ldeas o Edvops i the seeond hell
of the lest century was due moinly to the growing realisstlon
ol the completely unwarranted soclal Injustice of arbitrary
poseer, The sharp antagonisms ol the time, ageravated by the
rapld industcialisation, led (o an evir more distinct division
of the peoples {nto antagonistic soclal strafa. The writings of
Marx and Engels which gave a solld theorstical basis for the
hitheris unclear socialist Ideas dand which led to the rlse of
the Communist mavement, were 8 reflection in ideology of
the confliciing interasts” which spilled ower Into the ¢lass
cantradictions.

The capltatist eras=undoubledly the worst period In human
hlgtory —gave final form te the division of society into an
lagonisiic classes. Lenin's writings and the pise-of Comomunisi
and Workers' parties werg directhy prompled by sosial rela-
Honships under which man was of b sccount, Thesa soclal
relationships pnaturally led to the founding of & revolullonary
'.'ang'uaﬂ:'l party openlty: demanding the Torcibld selzure of
power to establisl the dictatorship of the peoletariat which
wionld pave the way for a classlass =ociaty,

All the c¢lass vangoard parties, whatever thelr name and
the way Lo whlch they won powar, rose from a sociaty in
which contrédictions had reached an extracrdinary degree
of sharpness and which was divided Into antagonistlc classes

The condilions-in. which gbmé mass partles in Alrica set
about ullding sociglism ware differant.

Towards the end of colonlal pule Afcican sociaty bhore the
following charactertatics:

—feudal overlords had becoms  helpers of ihe colopkal
autharitles, losing all prestige; they could rely on the forces
af the colonial system;

—undar qolonial rule, the proletarist developed as o sogial
stratum, Although the proletariagt 13 amall in number com
pared with the remainder of the population, Ii constitutes, In
alllance with other soclal sivats, a slzable organised force




It comprises all ol Alfica's wage: workers [rrespective of
thalr soeial condition, A working class in the Europesn depsa
does not exist as suchi

- Stratum of  traders, mostly middiamen wsing foreign
private capital, heve almost completely monopolized lTnporss
nnd exports and -own the seant means of prodoction avalleble:

impoverichad peosants make up the bolk of the popo-
tation. Many of them own land, hut ikey musl pay cent o
the tribal chiefs,

While African society In the twilight of colonlal fule has
antugonistic [oterests ond displaya all the slgns of an [nevi-
table break-up into antagonisile classes, 1 i dlstingnizhed
by at least two lmportant [eatures.

First, the division of soclety lntoe deflolte steats & oot yel
complete. Gockal relations—relationships betwaen  exploliers
and  sxploited—hava retained the patriasechal forms swhich
concaal thelr true nature

secondly, e presence of the colonlslists, thit 15, lorelgn
itrs, blunte the. conflict of interests In African socisty, Tha
paramonnt contradiction of cplonlel dmes -3 the anilfhesls
mEtween the Interests of tha pokdninl powers and the basic
intarests of the opprassed peoples. Thie-contredicton forces
all others into the backeroind.

Theae two  festures axplain why wvengusrd partles In the
wsinl  sense of the lerm, that 13 class partias, have not
appeared in Africa. By the end of coloplil mile the sltwation
had become more favourable for social differentistion but B
wirialel be wrong too elalm that sotlety 15 already divided [oto
antagonistic: clasees. Contradletdons and social distinctons
are por-sulflciently ||-\."1||.‘|I||'|.'F|5 oo pesay with the safidaeity
of African sociaty.

Thos, the pbsence of & vangoard pariy 18 due 1o 1he absence
af pcopomie and soclal soll out of which & party ol this
kind grows.

Thiz 15 borne out by the history of the African Demoérmtls
fssocintion [RDAL, & progressive anti-colonial  movemeant
rather thonw a vongusrd pacty: s more matice members wers
swill gware of the direct connection between dolonlalism and
capitalism, bul for strelegic regsons they relepgated the fight
ugainst copltalism to o secondary place, The neoed (o solwe
thie maln contradiction of the period, that 18 to destroy the
oolontal reglome, Impelied the Demooratle Association io glve
priofty to natiomal chjectves. The sifuation waes such thai
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the masses while mature enoagi 1o resist the calonial regima
wikre nol sulficlantly moture (0 wags i class struggele

Some branches of the Association which took a differsnt
way ware unahle fo achigye their atms, They had to Hehit on
many feonts: al oopce, at a thme when the moasses were ot
ready o render them effective help.

Branches of the african [ndependence Perty | ALR], lkewlss
pul fTorwand natiopal [iherafion, and not the selzure of power
by the workers and peasants, nor the fight for socialism.

When the African sietes fHrat geined independence, comn-
gditions dil not Tawoor the founding and the uoctionlng of a
viingiieed  party, Today, however, the sitpation in moeny
couniries 15 muach more favoursble. Indeed, the policy of
encooraging forelgn and national private capital pursusd by
o number of povermments tends (o aggravate exdsting contra-
dictions, and eventually mew conditiona will po doubt lead 1o
the formation and growih of a vangward partly

Mot 5o In those chuntries where the activity of the roling
mass parties Is directed towards gradually solving 1he hasle
contredlotions of socisty,

In comtrast (o the former, the contradictions in the latter
case instead of bacoming apgravated ape (roned owui. Social
featlon of the means of producdon  and disteibotion - has
increased the number 0f working people in the staie sector,
thoge netural supporters and defenders of the Party's socialisl
arientation. Origlnally this opjentation relied. chielly on wol
tional factors, but since then the chonges in the economic
atructuce bave axténded the objective hase of the flght for
thae soclalist way

Simultaneousty the objectlve base pf the [orces opposing
the socdalist ocientation of the Parcly s -shrinking,

At a time when the objactive base of the [eht [or soclalism
15 heing extended while that of fhose opposed to sbolalism is
sficinking 1t would bo paradoxical to alter the oators of the
instrument of this avolution, Fundamental structural relorms,
which add up o a genuing revolution, Werds effected unoer
thd lendecshlp of the mass pacty, which even though [E was
a heterogensons group, pressed Torward on (s courcsa. - And
thers |5 no réason 10 believe thai this instrument which has
proved adequate to sclve basic contradictions, wiil torn ool
o e less g0 In dealing with lessar copfradictlons

A secious abijection can e paised o thizs proposition, oome
Iy, that there remeins the coore of the anti-spcialist forces.
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which s dongerous o Hself and iz bullding op-its flghiing
capacity; the anil-socializts are becoming more desperaie as
they tey (o check soclallst construction, and, asware that thelr
positions are hopeless, may resord 0 direet acton to over
throw the regime:

There s =something 1n this objectlon, for objectively thea
counter-resolulionaries are illding up steength. Ghana has
shiown that' this process may even reach coulmineilng point
The guestlon 1s whether the growth of a mass party Intooa
yangnard party can prevent this,

To nnswer (hls. question, we shoold Imagine the poassihia
vignlts of the developmeni of 4 mass party into a vanguard
party

In addidon to the pursly practical profdems (bhat the da-
velopment would angender, i1 would result In subjective
contradlctions arising from the expeliing of large numbers of
mambers baing added to the objective confradictions and
conflicting Interests, Ex-party members may wall be axpected
to retaln some Influence and to reinforce  the core of the
appasition: At best they could be a vacllating group likely to
ally itself with the oppositton a8t any e, This agerovation
of the polltical contradictions could afTect the armed {orces
and Impeal them 0 embark o bazardoss yentures.

Thit 5 why wea think it would be wrong at the moment (o
add fo the number gnd gravity of the coptradictions in the
countrles cureantly bullding seclallsm under the lsadership
ab the miss party, and 10 torn undercurrents Inoo opan politi-
ol strugglas, particnlarly now that we kpow Ume is work-
ing for us. Mo party aware of s responsibility has ever
rajected 4 part of its membership of fts own fres wifl, ihus
refnlorcing the opposidon, pactcolacly since  noither the
midderate nor the waverling slements. In the party fake any
action detrlmental (o the senersl line,

1f the objective bese of soocialism 15 extended In siep with
the Implementation of strectural reforms, the pacty will be-
come sooner of later and at all lewils the exponent of the
will af the progressive forces: At 8 definite stage the diglectic
of davalopment will lead to gualliailve change n the pariy.

The gualitative reshaping of the porty coming Irom ts
local organisations In keeplng with objectve requlirements
will take place in conditons guarantesing the complele salety
of the change. At tha same time the palltical struggle will
gnloer & mew and hlgher sthge characterised |1'_-' the Erowing
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Isolatlon of the forces opposad to soclellsm and by &8 repld
vontraction of thelr objective boe

Wa think this is the direction the well-copsidered strategy
Oof a party detsrmined to carry the socialist revolution through
i ks completion, with & meximam guarantesg of SUCoess.
should take:

Ag wi g8a thers can he no one gnswear to the quasiian ahout
the paturs and strocture -of & party rallyipg the massigs o
pccomplish the stcialbst revolution. The answer will differ
gocording to whether 1t concerns parties In opposition and
griving for the socialist revolotion, or millng masa pariles
that have begun 0 carcy ot the. socialist revolution.

Regarding some of the parties of this type, Intluding our
own party, the Sudanase Unlon, we think they shoold porsoe
to the end the afforts (0 build sociakism while retaining their
presant character. If It {5 true that every new sitnation ne
cessiiates pew solutlons, there should be en orlginal solution
i the problem of bullding sociallsm o those countries which
begin to do £o -immediately upon shakine off colonial
dependeance,

The experionce galned =9 far In Willding soclafism shows
that the same wiys, means and sirategy canmot be whally
applicable in every casa. Here-we would llke 1o maks &
remars. abont She- peaceful character of our revolition. [n
prinéiple, we sre neliher [or nor agoalnst srmed lopce, Wa
{mvour it only when It 15 discovered {o be absoluiely neces-
sary, and we oppose It when we conslder 1t o he useless,
nod when It can be awolded. Some people ace prone (o ireal
any revolullon accomplistied without blaodshed in 8 condes-
canding way, for they ses armed force as the only criterion
ol revolntionary quality. We pay bhomages {0 those parciles
which had to use force (o achieve their goal, for many ol
their membérs gave their lves in the process, Thosa partlesz
did % becausa they had no ocholce—because In copditions of
peEace the bmiance of foroes was-agalnst them, whereas the
resorl o force tipped the scales In thelr favour. However,
there- is @ yearning for armad struggle also among the Alrican
mass partles oilding scciallsm, and some of thelr members
even devalop an Infefiority complex because there 13 no such
qirugele

Being mneither revolutionary anocchlsts nor nibilists, wea
regard the resort to armed force as an extrame means, to
e usad only when all other meins have groved [neffective,




Wa want to malks our soclety sociallst by peaceful means
e reallse and apprecisie the difficubiles. We therelore b
lleva that every real socialise can and should make an objec
by appralsal of our experiances and the sxpertence of other
brother pariies.

we think, however, that it would be untimely to deliver a
categorical judgement on the work of our partles. since thei
activittas are only now beginning o unfald, To dooso, woald,
o our wview, oftEe copnfesion In the mass parties, which are
wrastllng wilh snough difficuliies as it 15, gs they hlaze their
own frail to socialism in the new  conditlans of the seacond
hall of the century. Such Judgement could infure the prestlige
of ‘these pariies and, objectively, strenethen the opposition
That 1% why we think theoretlcal resgarch should draw a
distingt line between the slralogy of the mass--parties in
powar and working to bulld socialism, and the stratesy of
the progressive opposition 1 thoze ¢ountries whera the par-
lies in power are oot =i riving for a genulnely sacklis] per
spactive, and wihere development may, given certain  condi-
tong, lead to the rise of raveldtionacy vangnard parties




THE FIGHT FOR THE LIBERATION
OF SOUTHERN AFRICA

|. H.o M A K-K3

The llberation of Soothern Africa remains the most lmpor-
tant and urganl guesilon on the dgenda of the Alrican revola-
flon, As limg as the most highly devsloped partof the con-
tinent with its eaormous haman and material resources s
under the ooptrol ol Impeclallsm and logal cwhite: minority
goveinmonts (1f will not bhe possible to - copsummate oo
revolution.

All over Alrica the centeal issoe is that of fhe sfruggie ol
the paopla for complete indepandence and social o progress
The mchipvement of these alms is opposed by impsrlalism,
nag-onlonlalism and Internal reactionary Dopces and gronps
wihiloh are allied to or utllizad by Internationdl fmparlalison
Formal political independance has by and large bheen achlashad
without the people resorilog o armed siroggle exoeptl In the
case- of Kenya and Algarin. But there |s a part of Africa
whilch will perhaps constlitote the most diffioult problem. This
is the white-ruled acuthern part of the continent, whera white
eaciatistys aid lmperlalism are detefmined to perpetuate the
st ruthless. oppression’ and exploitation of the people,

Soulhern Afrlca can be pegardec a3 coOmprising the:countries
of Malawl, Lesotho, Botswana, Swagiland, Simbabwe {Ehode
sla], Mozemblgue, Angils, Zembis, South-West Alrica and the
#epubllc of South Africe. Some of these conntries have already
achipved Indepandence under majorlly rule by Africens, I'L'.ﬁ:.-'
include the Repobiic of Botswana, the Kingdom of Lesobho,
the Republic of Malewl and Zpmbla. These states arg now




part-of the Organisation for African Unity and, whateaver their
difficuitles, sre siriving fo consolidete their freedom,

Mozembigue and Angela Torm part of the Portuguese colo-
nlal empire. The Portugoess Tescists olaim that thesa coun
tries are part of metropolitan Portugal snd are "overseas
provinges™, o fact the Poruagneses "|||-;_|1'_-1|r:|:a_5" are classical
colonies - In whicl the maloclty  are subjected’ to ruothless
oppression and exploltation.

Zimbabwe and Swaziland are colonles of Britain. Swazlland
will In due courze gain independence es & Kingdom with
Sobhuza II as head of State. Zimbabwe has been  seized by
o progp of white politiclans led by lan Smith. For years the
coontey has been governed contrary toothe interesis of the
peEnple by Rls white minorily, with the sapport of Britaln,
After the “*reballion” of the Smith cligua which unilaterally
proclaimed the "independence” of Rhodesie, a flerce siruggls
15 eing waged by Lhe Zimibabws people for [resdon.

South-West Africa 15 a territory (Hegally annexed by the
Hepoblic of, South Afrce, and js 1n feoct subject to lmperialisg
rule by thar country, The Republic of Soutli Afvica is regarded
s oan lndependent sioie with o seat in the United Natons and
all the attribotes of soverelgnty. Bot for the majority of the
|'IE:-'_'I]!'|.F.I thera s nelther-feeadom nore Independenta. Thora- 1s
-:'|I1i.'!.' raciglism and the most beulal [ascist Opprassion andk
eaploitation: Soath Africa 1s not merely the most resctlopary
citadel of Imperiglism in Africa, It 15 alse-the most ominons
seart of suhverslon and counbec-revalution agalnst the Afrlcan
preapl.

In splie of the wvardely of condibtiens —economic, poalitical
and sootal—the countries of Southern: Africa in certain im-
portant respects can be considered As 4 Slngle geopolitlical
ares oF region, from the standpoint of our sirategy and taciics
in the light [or freedom, The justificalion for this is that
douthern Africa forms B very closes economlc  area whoss
centiee is the mining and industrial power of South  Africa.
The whole reglon revolves around the commercial actyliles
of which Johaonesburg is the maln headguarters, In Tao
Impearialist stratepy reals the whole area as o single undt,

To begin with, the economic steke of Internatiopal Impe-
rlilism |5 wvery large in Southern Afelca. Beltsla, the Uniied
States, -France, Wesl Germany and lnpan have huge invast-
ments hera, excesding those in the rest of the contipent paut
lLI_I_-:EIhJ_:I'. Dominant AmOng these l||ajl-|*r|£||f.h| lnvesiors  Is
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Britain, The Republic ol Sonth Aafelos -along aceounls [or over
£1,000 million of Britlsh- investmants and Zimbobwe [or some
il milllon, Zambia similarly has miltons of forelgn capttal.
invasted pactdoulacly In s gresil copper minfog Ioduosiry.
A partner of Portuguese colonlallsm in Africa, Britaln has o
varlety ol interests'in Angola and Mozemblgue, too; In con-
cerns. ranglng Irom rallways, minlng and soear plantations
lo-shipping and cleaving apencies and banking.

The labour requiced in the enterprizes helonging o impe-
rialist capital s supplied hy the underdeveloped countries of
Africe 1o the Republic of Zambis, South Africa and Zimbabwe.
The Kingdam of Lesotho has approximately 120,060 af fis
cltizens at any ope lms working in the mines, [arms and
Industries ol the Republic of South Alrica. Ower 80000 of
them work in the mines. The Repoblic of Botewana has aboot
25,00 of lts people labouring In South Africa.

In terms of & Conventlon entered into befween Portugal end
South Afvlca an avermge of 1000000 ATricans are recruaitad
eitch weiar by the Transvaal Chamber of Mines from Mozsm
bique. In exclings  Souti africn [HLYS ¥3 per laboorer and
allows the Portugusse suthorlties to o collect tazes ‘(o South
Alrichs. Apart [rom this-ennval goota anothers ZHLO00 ATricans
feomn Mozamblgue are worklng in the Republic ol South Alri
co and In Zimbabwe.. Thas, over G0 per cent of the {sbour in
the mining lndostry of the Rapublle of Sooth Africa comes
[rom oulside the coumloy,

Apart Irlm supplylne Ebour, the Portogoese colopies, pac-
ticulaely Mozambigue, handle & vast gquantity of exports and
imparts tooaxd from the Transveal., In terms of the Paoria
guesE-Soath Afclcan Conventlon already referred to, 475 per
cant of the seaborne impoct teafflc 40 the asea of [ohannes-
barg as well as exports of 340,000 ooses of cftrus Troit st
pesa throogh Mozambigoe ratlways and be handled at the
port of Loorengo Margues. The vital Impoiance of the ports
of Lourengo Margues, Belra, and Luanda to the-economles of
Malawl, Zimbabwe, fambjs and South Africa sxplaips much
al thi pollfics of the Soulhérn Adrican roglon

For the rest, trade, flonnce, banking, Insurance, communi-
cations ahow the close lnks and depandence ol these coun-
teles on onid anothar, Chne of the tasks of states as they
achigve Independence f= the strogele fo break out of the
stultifying embrace of thesa sconomic bonds of sieel whose
coniral Is in the hands of the while minorcity and theic allias,
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tha imperialists. Zambia 5 angagad Ino such & peinfol struggla
today. The economiec interdependence of hese Countries 1S
peflecied in the way politice! events In sach country affect
the other

Mowkede 1s this more graphically §llustrafed than Iln the
continuing Rhodesian orists;, which Is the most croclal issue
facing Afrlea pocday. Taken by ltsell the problem would, per-
haps, not be 50 iotraciaoble. But the foct is that avary mova
taken on Zimbabwe affects the Republic of South Africa and
the Portugusss eclonies. The delermination of thae Hepublic
of Soulh Afcica (0 resist the smergenca ol an Indepandent
Repuoblic of Zimbahwe means it Is no longer possible to view
this |_'.||'I:IEHE'I'I': antlrely In 1solatlon. The resdom of Zlmbabiwe
is closaly Boumd up with developments throaghout Sowtharmn
Africa. The swma sppliss o event= In Mozgamhbigque, and other
parts af the reglon.

The Zimbabwe crisls hes axposed more clearly then ever the
dedp eompliciiy of Western, and parflculavdy BLritish, Imps-
rialism o the enslavement of the Alrloens in Southern Alrici,
It 15 of coorse not the flest tline that & Bridbsh Government
has belgaved the rights of gn Africdn majority. In 1810 In
South Afrita o similac inteigoe was resorted to by the British
Howvarnment,

1L dhes-aiso fevedlod the design to hang oo ot all costs 0
the whole area as & bestlon or foriress of white supremacy
and II'|t§‘.EI'la|I5.I ponirol. In tha and, Alrica &nd the whole
progressive world must [orce ooshowdown oo te whols
viange of urgant guestions of Southern Africa; and sapport in
evary way the freadom fighters of Southern Africa who are
fghting on the numérons seciors of this raglon, or face an
imminant danger of an imperlallst coonter-offensive launchad
from the South,

The Unholy Alllanoe and the Collaboraiors

Imiperialism has on more than one otcasion shown ampla
evldence of detsrminption 10 protact i3 lnterasts in Soutfiarn
Africa st the expense of the freedom end Independence of
the malacity of the pedple. The while explaliing minocrlly are
the base on whosa support the lmperlalists rely for thele
oppression of 30 milllon Africans. In the Portuguese colonles,
#imhabwe and the Republlc of South Alrlca [Including Soullh-
West Afvica ) the whites not only océupy all the key positions
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in tha |_1|_'|||_‘.||_‘:||.'|. sncial and economic Telds bt also ere the
backbone of the srmed forces without which this disgraceful
gygipim would not last one slngle doy.

Fha powsrlul military dnd Security System is nol @0 much
g defensive ss an offensive erm for subverting nalghbouring
Alricpn states and supprassing the freedom movementis. It 1=
against thisz formidable enemy that the fresdom movements
In sach unliberated part of the South hove to fight, enjoying
vary haphazard help from lbsreted Africa. Whaet Is needed 13
gregter commitment, co-ordimation and plaoning In full oon
siltation with the lsadership of the national movemsais in
gach country. It was the isclated struggles of our peoples
which causad our defedl Ly the Imperiallsts in the last cen
tury, Our freadom must not be delayed by the similer lack
of co-ordination of the stroggle In the differenl areas

A5 EI|l'Ea-:|.:|-' Indicated, our enemies have vast military re
sources al thelr disposal

Aceoeding to a study of the London Institute of Strateglc
Sludies entitled "the Milltary Balapcs 1865-1886", the srmed
forcas of the Repuoblic of South Africa are Gne of the higgest
on the African contloent. It should be remembered alzo that
these Torces are drswn exclosively Trom &omong: the whine
minority in the coontry. There are 28,500 regular troops; paro
military forcesd ‘number 28500 pollce: there are alsg 51,000
omiandos arganlsed in 210 units,

The air Fforce which tatals 4,000 men- has at-least 100 com
bat glrcraft and 80 helicopters plos 250 piroraft sttached fo
tha Commandos,

Portugal, according 1o, the same study, has ovar 100,000
troops In Africs, with 30,000 In Mossmblgue, 20,000 in - Portuo-
puesa’ Guoines and 57,000 in Angola, She has 14,000 men Lo
the ale Torce with 350 aircraft in Africa.

REoodesla hies 4,300 1o the reguldar Moo, 6,400 parsa-mlijtery
troops [police] with 28,500 in reserve. The alrlorce hos sl
siquadrans of  first-class atecraft

It should ba expected that the Imperialist-supporied Iost
tuite nf Strateglc Stodies miy minlmisd for propeganda pur-
poses the aciual strength of the forces commandad by this
Unholy Alllance. Bul thelr admissions are slgniilicant E'lHJI.I_I,’.h
Coneentrated in Southarn Africa agalnst the liberstion move-
ments and Independent states are formidable military forces
undar the control of desperste cnd ruchless men who o KEnow

127




they are doomed to defear by Distory and will thersfore Tight
to the last ditch before they disappear.

The struggle for the defest of such derk forces who are
supplitd and supported by the dmperlalisis requlres a cool snd
realistic assessment based on serious politdcal and milltacy
conafderations by the leadecship of the libaration movements
In each countey if we are pot to suffer avoldable setbacks.

Ofven people who are ool prepaced o think carefully aboil
such matters expect the freedom Hghters (0 eogags the ani
my seithout proper organisation, plannlng, egulpment or bases
In friepndly neighbodring states, Too often libaration  move-
mients are lpctured and instrocled by =ome ulicd-reavelotion
arles 0 "go and Heht]”

Chir paople everywherse In Southern Alrica have fouglil and
will- continue (o fight for their ibération but on one cendiiion,
namely, 1hat wa Tfight with modern arms In-hand, We ‘are nb
longar preparad to call on our people o flght with siicks and
5tones a4 '.hE'!.' heve dope for decades at the cost of thoo
gands of llves. Surely It s nol (oo much to expect that our
friends In Afrlca and 'all over ‘the world will at least snsure
that the peoples of Southern Afeica are lfained by tha thow
sands and r'.||.l!." armen 10 IHghi the enaoifes of ProgCress on
oo epntinent, Armad counter-repolution-amust be faced wilih
arnvef Fenaliisn,

The Forces of Change

The biresk-up of the Federation of REhodesia and Nyasaland
and the amergance af independant states in Malawl snd Zam-
bla was & hlj.' reverse [or -Imperfallsm and white resctlion in
Southern Africa, Similacly ihe emergence ol soch stotes as
ihe Republlec of Botswana and [osotho is an acute ambarrass-
imend for the protegoniets of white supremacy., This 15 (he
cuse desplte the well-known ecopomic dependence of these
gtatés an the white-miled counlries. Mothing can alter the
datermining facts of the situation which 13 ane of 30 million
Afefcans fighting for freedom agalnst oppression, Az for as
the white supremacists are concecned aoy anthorlty by Afrl-
cans- anywhers (o Aftica |5 anathema and sticks 1o thel
L ch e s,

The main rsvolutionary force, however, s not 0 muoch
Independent states as the messes of labouring people In
Southiern Alrlcs who know what wilte supremacy and ra
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clallsm moan, Thess are the millions who tedl do the mipes
apd plantations of Zambla, Zlmbabws, South Africn, Angola,
Malawl, Eolswana, Lesotho, They are the vanguard of the
siruggle for the allmination of racialism and the Torelgn eco-
nomle “lnterests which profit by the presant s@t-up. Thoze
who are in the free countrigs of Zambia, Malawi, Botswana,
Lesotho wish to see thelr brothers and sisters fres W the
remaining areas of coloniadizsm and white rule In the South:

But It is nat only the basic forces of labooring peopls and
farmors who shoere these aspirations, The [ntelleciuals;: busi-
nessmen, students and youth and even chisfa have suffered
from the loomlligflons of race oppréssion, All thaese [orces
tagether andar the leadarship of the wiorking paople consti-
twley o broad [ront of the national-liberation movement em-
Bracing podple of different idecslogies and beliefs, raligioos and
nan-religious, Communlst and non-Commiailst, (o achigve not
only the first step of formal politdcal independenes bt also
the further tesks of ecopomic and sodinl redormes.

In all the coundrles now-rematning andare white minorioy
mile- armed siengebe iz the omly pecspeciivie lalt for the
peopla. Throughoul the acea (he maln task s the preparetion
for and the looncling of revalotdonary ermed stroggles. Ouite
cladirly Opportunities arlse for close co-operatlon among ol
freadom flghters and ihelr organiseiions, This dees wot mean
that tha copdiflons in the different countries are the same
o thal the strategy to be followsd (= [dentical. In fact It
cannol be so. It is Impprtant always that the independemnt
political and military lsadership must be developed in each
spparate countey, Bol in Greder too prevent the enemies from
concagtrating their [orces ageinst each lbersilon movement,
ways have to be found to butld up and strengthen the stmig
glizs in all conmtries: In co-operation

tne theory that muost ba combated Is- thet sccording o
which the fight can be conducted in each couniry in com-
plete dsolatlon [nom the others, Nor can we accept the ldsa
thitt the problam can be tackled in one coontry at & time.
MNobody can tell whare the revolotionary breekihrough may
pecur next. Therelore the OAght must b Intensilied in all
counteries of Southern Africs where {mperialism rules. [mpe-
rialist oecupation of Africe bagan o the Sooth, Lel 11 now
and In the South.
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THE RHODESIA GCRISIS:
ITS SOURCE AND NATURE

S TEMPHEN NRE{OMO

Rhodaesip [Zimbabwe| represents the highest stegs  of
classic eolonialismm whither Britgin, ond content with admin-
isterlng: the colony [oom Whitehall, eXported Der Kith gnd
kin to execciss overiordship "on Rhodesian soil, not on n
emparary Bazls . bat permanestly. Lhus Bhodesls beceame, de
Tacto, on overseas provinoe-of Britalo wdth 61l the resouprces
belogging {0 Britain; the administration wias oo-sattler admin
istretion-with Africans as slaves deprived ot all fundamental
rights, thus BEcoming [Orelgners o the land of (heir bisth.
It desthis classle sitiatlon which led: the =etfler megime [op-
mially to declare that Ehodesia weg a white-man's country in
the heart of Black Africe—a public declasration of the ensfav-
ing of the Tour million African owners of Zimbabwe

Hhadesia, & viast econoemic domain of British, South Alcican
and Amerlcan capital, {3 administered hy the white sstélers.
Tha condifion under which impercialisis receive maximum
benelit [Fom Rhcdesls ¢an be staled breiefivy as the mainte
nance  of the existing political and economic structure. The
rea=ons for this ara not far to esek, The precccupation
of monopolies of the advanced capitalist states in their
economle sxpanston 15:

{&] to explalt the notural resturces of the less developed
countries In order fo [sed the manofacturing Indesiries of
thelr own countries with cheaply oMalned good quﬂ_}j[}' row
meaterials;

{b) to sell low-guoality manofoctured goods ol high prices
in the less developed couniries, thus amassing huge profils;
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ic] in exceptional cases, to-sat up minufacturing  plangs
[or consumer goods (0 somé of these countries end then ase
theie latier as distribnting agencies for nedghbouring terriinries
By so dodng, post @f prodoctlon and distribatlon Is grestly
reduced, thus oreating condidons for the pealisation of maxi-
mism profiia

Rhisdesld 18 a victm of all these thres aspects of capltallst
axploltation,

[n pursnit @f these three objectives, Britain has invested
more than £200 million in Rhodesia, South Africn has eround
£175 million and the Unlted States, too, has lacge Investments.
Export of capital to REhodesia depicts the international con
spiracy. by [inance capltalto malntein the existing political-
aoonomie ralations.

Leading invesiors In the Rhoxdesion seconomy ard well-kndwn
mipopaly groups operoting through sphstdiary companies, T
fqudte anly a few, Brltlsh monopaliss Include: Hewker Sidde-
my British Moo Corporalion, British  Potroleum, ]|'|||.i-L‘.I.'j.iJ|
Chemical Indusirias, English Elecidic, Dunlop, -eto, American
companies iociode: Mobiloil, Standapd (11 gnd several ofhers:
Thesa Investmesis copstliute e base of the Rhodesian
enonomy, covering produciion, distribotion, anod aven services.
Minlng, manuisctunng, agricultore-and disteitbution. ara thus
controlled by forelgn cepltal, The capitallst staies  which
rmpresent thesg monapolles and protect their interasts abrdad
have nd regacd Tor the politlcal and egonomic positon of the
Indigentus people. Indesd it would be paradoxical 1o expect
this from men whose God i85 gold and whose travalllng pass
fo thetr Wieaven 15 profit

Thesa large forelon Investments pre ool designed nor are
they Intendad [or humaniterlon purposes, and most cactainly
they are not @ form of efd to- Rhodesla: Thalr misston 13
EII'.IL[:I|E—H} mAake maximum profll, By Alfcan standards, Bho
desta s manulacltucing Indusiry is developed. The Instriments
of production osed both In the extracting and manufacturing
Industeies are modaa,. Tha valoe of the commoditles prodoged
is expropriated by the coplialists, with an lostgnilicant par
paid to the Afrlcan workers in the form of & subslstence
wage. Robbed ol kis land and cattle the Alrican has nothing
lefl: but his labour—{or sale.

Rliodasln 15 -a 1|?U|’JI|||.; producer of tobotoo, chrome; and
asbestos, amd these ave tocgets for foreign Investments, The
safely of this capitnl depands on s beElpe administered by
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“gale hands”. The Salisbory regime therefore reprasents the
Interasts of these monopolies and the latier supporl It IF they
are W sea thelr wealth safe. Monopolists sre themselves
raprasented by the Governments of thelr own states. This Is
tha basls of the Internatlonsl conspieacy ovér Rhodesia and
reveals who e regl enemy  is—rhe chilel  sharcehdider
Biritaln, bogether with fallow conspirators,

The BEole of the Seitlers

The question now arises: Why s the present crisis centred
oo the minority white settlars? Whist #fe they defending and
why this dangarous conlflict? The answar Is- complex, bul
hera we shall only glve some guidelings.

As - already mentioned, the while “settlers ara the mers
administeators of this economic emplre, but they are carrying
put this dufy at o price: they must have high standards of
living and absolute power to malntain their privileges. They
realisge that with democratic ipstitutions Afcicins would as
suma these powrers &nd thuos beeak the levers of the privilege
and the luxury which arve the resuli of an unfalr distribotion
of wealth amonest the-iohebitnonts of Rliodesia: To achieve
this the while mipority ensored their posttico by [irst breeak-
ing the ecoponic independance of the African people

nder the Lond :‘a,':[_lc'.-r|||_||-|||||:||l_ At Jand wins divided Into
two_sectlons—poor, non-fertile and arid l&iid for the Africans
and rich land for the Europeans, whather they used 1t or not
By this system [oor million Alelcans are crowded ko [ess
tham half the land acreags in Bhodesin and more than badf
belongs to 500 white farmers and estste owmners: In raral
Rhadesia there s a sharp class distinction betwesn rich whila
favmars with vast trocts of land and the impoverished Afrfcan
peasints with insulficient and posni-lertile Jand, Mopsover, thi
white farmers pecalve Tinancial azsistance for tha developimeani
of their farms Irom the Anance houses Gl the monopalists
while the African pessants are dellberately berred from such
oppartunlties: This 15 designed (0 make Alrlcans guit the raral
argaf and become wagié-sloves. In industry and commarce
Compatent or not, the whiies must remein at thelr posts and
prevant Africens from taking any. of thess well-paid jobs

Faced with contradictions Inherent in this set-up, and thraat-
enad by the smergence of “Bleck power", the white minopily
tpok refuge’ In the doctrlne of white supremacy. Aceording {F
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this dogtring any  whitg person. respsctive of ablity, s
supector 1o all aspects to all Black poeople, aod the duty of
the white Is to putde end "civilise” the Blacks. Govarnieenl
musd  therafore be exercized by and remein o civilized
hands". Rocialisoy, Hie Fascisn, Decomes o creed, an Insiru-
meant io attaln the ends owilined above—the maintendnce of
privilege by & minoriy. The threat to peace and the undeelying
cankae of Lhe Rhbdesian crigis is, therelfore, nof so much lan
amith’s maclalism but the [ondaomental basls thiaf  beougil
about the concepi of white racism.

Becauss of 115 vested Interests Britain s nol preépared 1o
el dgainst the Rhodesian minoeity. Alter Smith's unflateral
daclarntion of Independence, Harold Wilson leld an Intamo
tional smokescreen saying thet he would crosh the Smith
reEtme by means of econoimic $ancthons The sandilons dlid
not Tall as some poople believe, tha point is that they wemm
reper applied and could not be enforced, We have slresdy
sald thet the Bhodesian eoonmny s ¢losely Inferwoven with
toreélgn monoprolies and thet nearly ell the enterprises in
Ehodesia are’ subsidiacies of foreign companles: Sanctons
agninst Rhodesls wouold, I fact, be dancilons agélnst ihe
forebrn  monapolies: S Apd e Beltlsh | Goveromant, Bself a
representative of (e mongpolies, can hardly act ppalonst its
own clionts, Britein herself s faced with an sconomlc orisls
twer the balence of payments and |5 00 no gosition 0 act in
a way that! coudd being morg diffiouliles to her already alling
lndwatey. Mondatory sanctions sgainst Rhodesta wnder Chap-
ter 7 of the United MNations Charter would milltale agalnst thn
interasts of the Britlsh, South Afrlcan, Poriugosse and &mar
lcan monopolies; which would sabatngs effective application
ol any sanctions,

The fact stends out clesrly that the crisi= In Bhodaesia,
though unigue in IS nature, s nol unique [n iis essence. The
!.Irl.lt':él:'lll of the |'H'IIII-|FI afl Zimbalrwe is a 5;I|'|_|||:'";.glll shmmllar tn
that belng waged by peoples all over the world—the struggle
against Impeeiilism, The fight for natlonal fiberatlon fn Eio
babtwe I= closely linked with the rewolutionary sctions of
ithar peoplas of tie world 1o thelr determination to get rid
of imperiallst oppression, The challenge to the Alrican people
of dlmbbabwe s 10 aodvé (e crisis In accordance with tha
obfective conditions in Zimbabwe. The oature of the struggls
his pacullarities; and in tha next pages, we attempt hrigfly
1 evaluate the nature of the conflic
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The Nainre of the Confiict

The Afpcan people In Zimbabws, -plagued by a tyrannical
regplme whose cresd 15 (0 mainfaln repression by fraud, Iorce,
and fascist methods, unanimousiy endorse the conclasion of
the Zimbatwe African People™s Unlon that the- uleer in our
body politio mus: be removed by forde and that this. 14 tha
gnly method by which wa ¢an achisve our ';I'.-l:lE'[IEHE'EIELI'.ZE.

The ollowing factors aceoont Tor this copclosion:

Firgily, ‘an antagonisdc contradicton edsts batwesn L
Afflean massaa on Lhe one hand apd the interests of the
minority of white explolbers on the other The desire of tha
white minorvity to maintain the political end sconomlc status
quo—iie repression a@nd  expioliation of the majority—I1s o
dimmetrical contradliction 1o the denands of the African peopla
{for 8 democratie povernment and a jost distributlon of the
wealth of the country among all 13 inbhebitonts. The luxury,
priviiese and ecopomdc power that thée white seitlers enjoy
todiy  canonly - exist under the present political stouctuare,
and restoraiion of demoerscy would ba the knall of their
doom. D e other hand, (e politleal, econdmls, and social
pligitt of the Aldcan massas cug cnly, be-improved by a dem-
doratic povernment, e, 8 governmeant of their own chotes
which representa and sefves thele fnleres

Al peacainl  means to solve the crisis and bring about
change have met with rebufl and hostility frome the colonial-
ists. The time has come when the masses must Inpose thele
will, and the only mathod is [orce, The altarnaiive |5 mational
subjugation.

Secondly, fmpearialism {5 in essence o vidlent imposidon of
forelgn domination over enother nation It lives and grows
iy on foece, and the use of Torce inoreases as the opposition
to it grows. Rhodesia is po exception. The minorlty reglma
has devaloped ope of the bast military and para-mlbiiary
tenops, police and securty [oredes In Afdlea. Tho reasons [op
this nre- obvious, The troops and sscorlty forces are part of
the superstmioiure 1o entrench white sapremacy and economic
privilege, to crush opposition and fpally to ophold the
tnterests of the white colonlsts.

M

The viglent natore of impaerialism 15 being proved and con-
flrmed by the actlvities of the: lmperializizs In Africa nond Asla.
In Vielnam a #rim war of natlonal libemtlon 1S beilng wagped
by the Vietmamese potclots t0 rescue thelr land from US
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imperializm. ln Rhodesia the cold-blooded murder of men,
women and children, imprisonment and toriure of thoussnds
of patriota srs ects of violanoe againsl the Alvican people in
coply (o0 helr demand that thelr countey ba restored o Themn.
The perpatual state of emergency In Rhodesia is actually 8
gtate of war. The mossive repressive leglslation in the goise
of “law and oeder™ Is; both in content aod application, oo
diffarant [rdm martial law; The African people actept this
challange: of imparialist violendée and reply accordingly. We
hape To be plolent in o vicdlent sirogtion, we must fighs when
i war g Imposad on us, defend our righis In the foce of
aggression.- There cqn b2 no peace wHien the feradations of
pepce hape -been aniloterally endermined. We are coninged
thar onlfiy dn this way zhall we achieve our desiing-—a [res
and independeni Simbdtuce,

ln view of the viplant nature’ ol iniperialism and e exec-
utors of 1ts disbolicel policy; the siruggle for the Hberaticn
of Zlmbabwe 15 developing i o national-liberation wir. At
thils point of eonlrontation, the colealslist mnd. Impariatist
forces, desplte’ the Inherent contradictions among-them, hove
remarkable methods of elgatng themselves s they flght for
survival, They  aca engtged. throaghont  the workd;, In ma-
noeuvres and Iotrigos to stfle all Hberalion mevemants Th
forces against-us-are no deterrent, for-our victory does nol
dapend on the swhims sgnd silshes - of (he Imperialiste gnd thelr
lackeys, bot on our dwn strength, Acoed with fhi resalve o
put an end to the colonlalist set-up In Rhodesia, tha Afrfcan
paople of Zimbabwe are employing differant forms of siroggle.
The anemny i strong but 165 strangth s being redoced by our
affective blows: Throwgh revoloticnary activity, we shall
inorease our sirength, remedy our shorteomings and assume
e offensive. The Elmbabwe African People’s Union, after a
thorangh analysis of the obfective conditions In Ehodesie, sees
the sole-solution In a natlonal-lEheration ware I ls & Process
glrendy In moticn, undergsing wvarlons aieges and reguiring
gomplex planning, coreect etvategy and tactics,

la] Al the [rst stage oor siroteglc task waes to rally the
masses ina bid 1o ovearthrow the colontnl regima by means of
mass protests, demonstretions and other non-violant actions,
These;, howewver, led fo viclent clashes with the security
farces. This [arm ol sirugglie, thiugh succasshil In overthrow
ing colonial regimes elsewhera, falled fo produce similar
rasults In Khodesia, However, we beneflied from the fact that
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aur peopls bacame more orginlssd, Gnlbed by common dm
and determined to overthrow the white-settler dictatorship. He
slstance movement activitles have become countrywide slnce
1960, Besides our dotiviibes ot ome, wee lsunched an extensive
internatlonal campailgn of pressure on Britain in the hops
of epcuring a peaceful solution of our probfem. Although the
colonkal reglma was nol overthrown by thess acilvities, 1 was
shaken. This stage continuad til] 1564, when the dictatorship
af the colonfalisis laonched s offenstve, thus helnging us
into the next stage:

(6] The seftlers' offensive was a diaholical plen o discupt
gur oreamisation and anity and theeart the ravoluficnary spicie
of the African messes Applying: the toctcs of fascists, the
whlte settlets began with soppressing civil UHhertles - and
déstroying ol westiges -of polltical slghts: Al politcal ond
lnbour grganlsations ware dectared fllegal, freedom of spesch
apd assembly was thrown overboard, More than BLO00 po
ltical leaders and workers' representatlves, peasanis and
other patriots werse Fauled, without tcial or tnvestiestion, nto
prisons and deténlion camps whera they are to remain Indief]
pltety. This step was taken under the misgulded notion that
only a "few agitators™ ware-fanalng discontent and that their
removil would cause pETIE In oar ronks.. To thelr dizap-
polntmenty- the Alricin masses held firmly, moaintalned their
resfetaned and mproved their teciics

Enraged by fhe résolule stand of the massas [or domocroatic
change;, the sattler regime deployed thovsends of troops end
palice in a vain attempt to crush counteywide resisionoe We
ware thus driven to tha definsive, ot we maintained our
uplty, secrel orgonisstlon and firm determinstlon o fopple
the roglome

On November 11, 1885 the Smith vedlme tobpk the tast plil
{0 cure the headachs daused by Alrican reslstance. I unilag
arally deciared Bbodasia indepsndent. This was a declarofion
of war on the African peopls, and oor sirugele [or libsration
enterad the next staga-—the first stege of o [ull-scale war af
nialional Hberption;

(e} With Smilth's declareton of independenca the sl luation
wiis nol favourabhle [or our sirogele: Althoogh the masses
under the Inudur:;h;p ol ZAPI were determined o smash the
Smith regime, the struggle was Hmited by the oxisting con
diffons, Boi within thet Hmilt we condocted preparailon for
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4 countec-af [ensive, for o shlft Drom the defenslve ol the
spoond stage to the offensive,

& awar of natdonal lberation, unlike o palace revolution, is
nat fooght apd won or lost over one plght or ln one month,
It s differont qualitatively and 15 foaght By qualitativedy
different methods:, Oualitatively different becsosa (L Involves
the rallying of the whole nation for a war against a well
eguipped army by people who Bave no anss or knowladge af
military sclenoe

fm the other hand, we have sdvantagss on our slde: The
messes are . determined W overthrow the alien regime. We
have their ungualified support and loyalty, We are learning
the methdds and tactics of the epamy and perfeciing our own
in tha gourse of revolutlonary activiby, armilng ourselves sz
Lire *.:trl:gg'se goes on. There 13 0o ellersarive o his ln o wai
of natlonal Hberation. Our Slmggle takes varions [Orms ol
guerlila warlarn, sabotage, etc., and thoogh the beginnings
miy be relatively small, these stages ere Indlspansable prep
aration of g strateglc counter-offensive

With the blankei of secrooy cas) over the evants in Rhode
gta, the Tesclsl réglme hins mansged 10 suppresa the naws
ghout the actions pow belng foughi. To goote Heuter's  and
UPI reports from Sellsbary dated-Seplomber 30 1066; "Armed
bands seakling to owerthoow the Smith Sovernment are flght
fng-a grim Satile with' the securlty forces In the degse bash
of Ehodesin's northern borders' . .. "Cnly sandor members. of
Frime Minister's administration and security forces know Ihe
extent af this secret warfare or how many men aee nvolyed
op edibusr sida™

All rural eress are occcupled by the securlty forces pol &8
i prevantlve moasure agilost an uprising, as Smith' claims,
but betause armed struggles are belng waged in every cornse
of dimbabwe, Brutal murders, rape of women and glels, raids
of '.-'I|.|J'|;.gEF-. and porture of peasands are bt a [ew acts of the
Emith forces. These are but a part of the price we have o
pay in our delerminatlon to regain our band anmd assame 0ur
dlignity In the cominunity of nations

In a recent broadeast, [ntarior Affeirs Minlster Willlam
Harper dectared his regime hed “shof whole gangs af lhesa
terrorists—nnl one suryiving—where they resisted arrest®,
and went on' oo say they had captured nearly all the sarmed
men who had entered Bhodasin. These stalements are miziead-
ing and are designed to have that elfect, The rebsl regimo 1§
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awars that the people who are waplng the struggle for llber-
atfon ard sons and danghtecs of Zimbabeg and Hve o Zlm-
babwe, Thers 15 therelore oo guestion ol thelr having Yan
tered"™ Rhodesia. The sugeestion that nearly all the "terrorists
have been arrested or shot™ i3 propagendse designed to com-
Fore e eolon i teprorksls In Rhadesta bul
il Zlmhbabwe Alricans are inst tho regime, dand the only
way tn arrest or shoot “all tervorlsts” will be physicelly. o
wipe: out all Africans In Bhiodesis. Ablhough we had lnsses,
which [ notmal in any strugsle, f{ s an illeslon that tha
revolutionary tde and activitles can be halied

Daily clnshes prove our stand, Weapons, alreralt, bomls
canndl deter or defest us We have greater wWeapons 1o match
this—tha mausses tn organlsed struggle. and yvet mare powerfol

aligis, Thore &y

—the moral right.

We are confldent that with the teeless application of the
ivallahle human and materlal resources opur strugsle will
unfold into the foorth end final atege—a foll-scale people’s
war. Ine-hey o owe-victory s develnpment of the esistanoe

mntll I culminates o the arsied taosistancs of the whole
natitn: Oor task &t this ElAEA, tharefore, 1s active mobilization
of the people and matarial resources forsglution of the orisis
by & war of 1
impErialist vio

if-libarotion, by drmed stropele to repel




WE BUILD AS WE FIGHT

VASHO CABRAL

We In “Portuguess” Gulnea have not only lberated more than
hall af our conniey's arritory, we are bullding in the Hiberated
arens a new lifes of pesca, happlness gnd progress:

Blidtarlly the Inltiatlee Has been wpestel from the Port-
juesa colonjalists;, who ore now oompelled to stey In the
borracks, receiving sopplies by air pr sed, Our iroops peri-
odically mount attacks, INMboting heavy losses-on 1he ehemy
gind  expanding -tha Hbarated arga Qur armed forces aee
Hrowing o numbers | and ﬁ(:l]l.l'.-:'lll_l I AR, F'i.]l'n!_i:l.'l.EIII. kaE
instance, we now oEvYe madbum and hepvy aciltisr,

In addition to the militnry operatons, our African Party for
the Independence of Gulnea and Cape Verde 1slands [ FALGEY |
conducis lerge-scale politlcal amd @docationa] work; edooel
Ing politically-comscions [Ighters for the Interests of our
FIE:'FI'.E iz meEn HE 103 1:-'.i|.":';]:l.'1| tesk. We ama Ilrst of all
Iregdom-Tightars- who have had (o take 0 drms because 1t 15
thiz only way to Ioee our people from the foreipn yoke,

During the ten years of the existencd of our Party wa have
won wHetorles and bhave accamulated & wealih of BEpACEnce,
Tre, wve mistalies too, e ien mada, el these are belng
rectified. We consider It right to work In many diveciions
"--|.'II'.Ii'!EIIIF.'I'I'J'-i!F: not only to Ight agalnst the angery, na 1ls0
o oyl |_|I'I|i'!|l.'.'1| WO s, I:|I'."'.'F!|.3'|:l the |Chnomy, OEEIElss 4
health service and public sducetion, promats the training of
persannel. We are doing this bacause thoe [ght [oe compieta
national Indepandence doss not end with driviong oot the
colontal pdministiation




In &korl, oup policy 15 o doembing desteoactiee ol cogsteac-
e wiork,

In destroying the snemy’s economy and weakening his
pusitions we earefully study the sitoatlon and choose our
targets In kesping with the common [nberests of our strogele

‘tie eoonminde structure foread upon our country is a slngle-
crop-one, based on- ground-nuts In the - continental pare and
o maize in he i=lands. We declded 1o sabotages in every way
the cultivation of the colonlal crops, especlally ground-nuts,
in the areas still under colonial mie, through passive resist-
anta by the population and the armed actlons of our guerlllas,

At the moment ouar arty s pursiing two main econgmic
iwsks: (1] o bagin e reconstroction of the countcy while
the swiar s stll] going on, and [2) {0 sopply ourselves with
everything necessary primacily throwgh our own efforls

WE are promoting agricultuee by lending the =own o,
organlsing Hmely and high-guality fiald jobs and Introduocing
new crops, Special attentlan 1s- pald to lvestock dand poultey
farming; fodder procarement and presecvation of pastures, In
sorme afgas wio have sharply Indreased the omiput of agrlicol-
tural prodoce, particularly vica, which is now our staple crop,
Now we can feed both the population and our armed forces
Morebver, parl of thi produce remalns Tor axport

ChircParty 1% crenting  condittons. for Introducing, st the
hpproprigte moment,  rafdonal  planning of all our saconomy

Maw social relationships are developing tunder the suidance
of the Parcty, which encourages muiael aid bhetweasan familieg
aid  villages. Cuorcently we are organising  joilntly wdrkenl
benana end pineapple plantetions and, wherms conditions fa-
vour this, experimentsl agricultural co-operatives. Property
nhandoned h:,' thae coloniallsts and thele henchmen 15 admiln-
stered by cliigena' commiitess:

Mindful of the public wallare, we are improving the haalth
sarvice and care for the woiunded. Schools have besn opened
i@ traln jupior medical personnel, The health of our civilians
and soldiers s looked alter by doctors who have been (ralied
abiraid

From July 1ll Septembar 1466 we conducied refresher
conirses which emabled about 200 feachers (o catch up with
davelopmeants In pedigopy dand other subjects, The matter of
treining personnel has always been a prime concern of the
Party. Between 18961 and 1964 we irelned three fimes more
peopie ian in the five centuries of Portdguese colonial rale.

141



In 1868 we had on the libergted teeritory 127 schools with
L3500 paplls, &s agdalost 50 with 4,000 pupils in 1865, This is
|.'|I'-\.'Il'.|| pi the determination. of our |.IEI'.-||||.‘I to '-'-|[.:|.' out fng
legacy of colonial abscurantism and prepare the young gen-
eriatlion Mor bolldineg e naw 10,

Wa consider thot (F the sconomie backwardness 18 1o be
aifminated as speedlly ns possible, miist be glven @
tralnlng junlor technlcel personnsel will enabia o8 oo
prmanise an o apricolioee-based  economy of tha rrapsitional
period and prepare the ground for Indesteialisation. the cor

necstone of Fenuing progress.

1

he view of our Party s thet wea should nof occdpy - odre-
vas solely wilth problems ol the

rindeel sivdeg e, We Se0 our
| d -stages, and we disagres
with those who hold that the concentrotdon shoold be on
ibraflng  the wholg country st oand therealler begin o
organise life in-a oew way. For us the mavoioifon (s @ con-
fnuous: process- of  social reconsiraction

Hon as o sarles of successis




MEW TYPE OF RELATIONS

Some Aspects of the Co-operation
Between African

and Socialist Countries

EHALED MOHELI EL-DI[N

For a long iime, the white man in Afrlca: symbolised slavary
mnd exploitatlon. This - sitgatlon changed with e rise of ke
socialist- tountries—which established with the developlng
couniries, of Africh relstions Based on eguoiily and muiual
respect; Alrlca camie i Know o new klnd of wnlle man, a [alr
partoer - aod 0 friend hélpiog the Africans tooschiove freedons,
Indspandencs and social-progress

ifgun 1hat the sigos of civilisatlon iooav
dénee o Africa doe to the colooiszation of the cootinent
apd’ thaot the Afrfcan peoples can “maks progress only by
relylng on the Imperialst Weai.

Historlaal roality glves the o to this claim. Actually, tha
signs of dlvilisation—roods, bridges, cities, industry—do not
disprove. the pxisience ol Mokwardnesi. These seeming ela

megis ol progress warg creabed [or the porpose of plundering
Afrigans, They ore ittle more than camouflage for the
nppalling backwnrdness of the continent

Progress 18 gauged nol by the séemblanod of civillsation. 1t
refqulres a golid groundwork for economic and technological
davelopment, which alomes can bripg the people prosparity
ann Dapplonosss

A dountry which sets out to gocomplish this task §s bound
to take the non-capliglist rogd of development ond subse-
quéntly 0 advance (o socialism, In the sconomically wesk
countries, the capitalist road signiiles dependence on forelgn
monopolles, that 13, conflnoeed backwardpness This |1s the

regacn [or the emergence of (he nop-capitalst road, an objac-



e pocessity redlized by (hose resolutionary loaders who
wiant thelr countries to be gpenoinely independent

Bot try @s it mayw, Afrlca canpof cope singlahanded wiik
thie Tormldabie problems af achieving speady and compraien-
slve progress, oild i5 oesded Teoan  the -more developed  coun-
trigs. This ald comes te |L from sociallet and fmparialisl
countries allke,

Western ald does ool ansble Alrica 0 make real progress,
for It byposses. those branches of the econppmy that are
indispensable for geauine advence. In the sase-of U5, ald, for
Insmance; only 10 per cenl 15 spent oo Indostriallsation.

A analysis of the pattern of French ald to Africa showrs
that 8 substantial proportion of It {5 earmarked for military
purposes, a blgger police force and sirogger seourlly agen-
cigs, the upkeep of French oxperts and olficials employved in
the countries concerned, and the Fran:
operating on the contlnent

soviat ald, oh the other hand, 5 distriboted In an entivaly
different way, Seventy per cent of the loans: and  credits
grontad o the developing coontries by the USSR s uded for
Indusirial consiruciion and the organlsation of proftable
production

Thae trade  policias of Mmpeslalism are destgned to diealn
Afrlce of its Fiches: Ever [dwer prices are pald for African
raw materdals The price of cooow-besns, for example, which
kn 1054 stood et 54 cents par pound on the Wew York Stock
Exchange, -dropped to- 37 ceigts In 1955, 20 cents In 1992 and
o op meagre I6.3 cents in 1084, The same fate befell copper,
which sold ot 42 cents In 1056 and 28 cents in 1063,

The fall in prices peid for African raw materials |5 accom
panled by waing prices for lmported manufactured goods.
A Jesp, Dor example, which in 18954 eguelled the price paid
for 14 sacks of coffee, now needs 380 sacks;

Owing 1o non-equivaient trede with tha West, the develop-
ing couniries have doring the last decads lncurred losses
saveral tlmes ss grest as the dotal amoont of Western ald to
Alrlcn,

Thios rade pnd economic celollons with the Impeclalist
countiries o whitifing - down  Alrica’s riches, leading o
increazed exploitation of the people. On the other hand, the
socialist couptefes astahilsh with  the  pewly-independent
countries mutually bonefleial refations based on eguivaland
exchanga
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Co-oparotion with the soclalizt coontrles is Important nod
oty beceEdsa thess coanieies redt the underdeveloped ocoin-
Iries s eguals 115 imporctance s nof limited 1o mene ad-
wantege, lonw-interest losms, or disintorested ald in buflding
enterprises and in training personnel. MNor Ls it limited to the
soclallsl coantries’ suppart In estabiishing new; Talrer rela-
loms o the world markel, The value of this co-operatlon es,
fiest and foremost, in the foct that it enables the newlv:free
countrles to attéin genuine Indepandence and gel rid of every
farm of pressure,

Had 1f not been for the matecial and moral sopport slven
to many African revoluilonary states by the sociallst countries,
the Imperialists would not have had much ditticolty o bring-
ing these sthies bick Info thele ot snd,  pressed by the
need [or ald, some progressive regimes woold have had G
acocept a number of compromises with the imperialisis.

Alrlca’s ald from tha soclallst countrles makes the Dmnjs-
rlalists revise their attitude, sasa (halc lerms somewlhat and
ngree, oA numbar. of cases, to-bulld impovtant projects. This
15 something they would never heve done unless the devalop
Ing countries had hod the oplion of readdressink hele raguests
for ofd ond support to the socialiss communiby

[t should be said that the socialist conutries need for tlhen-
sedves (e means ey dizslnfgresiedly make avallablie (oo the
pRaples of the onastime colonies. They cannot meat by them-
salvas all the| immense reguirpments. of the developing coun-
iries, Hence they shoold not be expectad (o shoulder ihe
wihiole Iueden of divect matocial and lechoologicel aid. The
Important and decisive thing is that the aid they extend to
the African coonirles ls an example and a weapon for the
latter, &nd Indesd WoF any developlng conntey, n tha Heht o
secure Western afd withoot strings

The oid piven by the soclalist countries enables the African
states gradurlly (o win more [avourable torms rom tha Wesl,

Another Importent fact is that the sociglist couniries help
the devpioping couniries In ublding stata-owned plants, unliks
the West;, which prefers 10 pul ifs afd into bollding private
gnterprizes. Ald from the soclalist countrles sirengthens the
pubiic sactor &nd helps io fmplement the princlple of sOvern
minl eontrel of the sconomy: In other words;, it helps Africe
i maka real and important bheadway,

For all the manlfest importanca of co-operallon with the
saclallsl countries, certaln oblectlve fectors In Africa todaw




pdversely affect the iremd towands closer relatlons belbween
Afrivcan and soclalist countries.

Among these (s the West's politdcel, cultoral end {declogical
lnfluence, whleh 15 ghlnlng ground In the sdmilpistration &and
In Ehe. armed forces of some ceunicies, Contacts: betwean
cectain Afrfcan -counivles sod the soclalist couniries ore &8
rlously handicapped. by survivals of anfl-dommuonism, by [ear
wnd mistrost of communism that are fomented fna variety, of
WAELY S, Thesa reallties moke it necessary for every advocate of
CO-DpETEIION 1O EeXert much gifort In the ||]E\Jll.'I-_L".,|-\.'..:I| Held to
wged -oul the surtvivals of anti-Commonism,

T FI|'-'_'|I'|'.|_:-|_E Co-0peratlan between the socialist world and
african coontries [t 15, moreovar, essantial (0 combal mo-
nopoly domination of the woeld mackal and [mpeclallsl peovo-
catlons In the International arena which, inorgasingly, assuma
tha form of naked aggression

Iha pewly-fres couniries must solve the problem of pon-
eqitivalent frade which forces them constdantly o soliclt loans
frivn eountrles thal earlch themseleas at thelr expsnes,
Besides, they should find o rpdical =olution tof the problem of
matarial and fectinaloglical atd, making 1t possible Tor . themny
1o recelve thiz ald Troan different sources witbimat Ly sirings

In this connection, the E-FI-:I"|I5| nature af the gld ATelca HEH
[rom the socielist couniries should! he resemphasised, Tha
purposs of this ald, whilch s monifold aspects, 1s to alflord
Alrica the opportunity to shed sll dependence and lay the
foundatlions of genuinely progressive development,

It 18 true thal such ald s & subaordinate Factor In the :_:.[]'u,;',:_:g]e
of those countrles and that the basle element Is the con-
sclousness of the leedership, roling this of thal country. Bul
supordinmie factors: have: oftén proved (@ be of  basic
tmpartance

The African peoples have a loeg and bard Tight ahead (0
it themselvas out of age-long Whckwardness. Success In (RS
andepvour necessltates a mustering of ol their steength and
EELETEY. Socialist aid ples. revoluiionary national leaderahip
are the parnest that the African messes will sen theic hopes
ol progress, prosperity and complete indspendsnce coma trus




MILITARY COUPS D'ETAT IN AFRIGA

Thiy polltical Eltuation In Africa s characterised by 4 vig-
orous: Intensification of stroggles: and conflicts betwesn Impe
rialism and its class allles gn. the on® hand and the vast
mass of the pesople: on the other, Faced with the tholce
hetwesn bed dinmetrically opposed paths of development, ol
tlusses. and forces are ENErgericakly particlpating in n'_-.jk]]l_g
the decistof. The ravilulion-in Africa has thus antersd apon
B new stige. SUIl diregting 4t main blow agadnst Impecialism
and oeo-colonializm, §t 13 passing over (0 the struegele for the
radical trapsformation of sochety.

The revolutlon pow has belore [0 several inteérdepandent
tasks: to completely sradicats all sarvivels of colonlalism, to
ban the rosd to any neo-colondalist penetcation end expansion,
1o pravent the dreaindng of natlonel viches by [oceizgn T
Hps—In g word, to secare Tdll Independonce aod gsovarelgnty;
to bulld strong {ndepandent economies; to check the growth of
a ."'-'I|'|i|.-'|||li1‘ r':.::-:-;. ta fully democratise the |||'.|I:||"-:a| sysiam; o
ralse the living #nd malecial condition of the working |:|r_l|:.=|:|||:|
in a word, to introduce long-neaded social transformations.

These tasks are much more complicated than thosg posed
durlng the struggle for independence. They inwvolve a hreak
with long-esteblished bondzs of influence and euthor|ty and
with old ways of thinking and Hving. This makes the process
af afginlsing the masses axtramely difficalt and slow,

On the other hand thess tasks, affecting as they do the
deap-seaied Inierasts of Imperialism and the exploiiing classes,
call forth from them desperare resistance In thelr effores
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to ¢rush the cevolulion they resoct 60 the use of varlous
weapons renging from the deception of the paople to the
grganisation of violence and coups &AL

A oruclal tssue in the new stage of the revalution i thit of
political power.

The new Alvican countries Inberlted from colonfalism a
lghly davelopsd state maching Behind the pacllamenieey
forms of Western democracy seversl features of this apcursad
inberitance can be dscernead.

First, gnd this was Its main funcbon ducing colonlal rule,
it s an organ of coercion. The arms of such an Organ wera
a few adminisirators vested locally and centraily with wvir-
tnally unlimited powers, & pénal oode which deals |'|.|.II|||=:55.:'1_,'
withi thae least slgn of discontent; & police Iorce trained mainly
for bandling mass “unrest” apd s tribal sdminlsiration eniist-
ing the chiefs ln the servica of colonlallsm, The armed [orces
wore: often called upon 0 perlorm police duties against the
natlonal-likeration struegle.

Secondly, & bureaucratie. apparsins was cresied. whose
chiets wilelded tha setual power In deétermiilng economic end
other policles, Today, bhlnd the facade &f pacliamontarisen.
it Is the same buresucrecy which s the real policy maker
Alsg, 1t 18 here that the African bupegocratlc bonfgeolsie |s
b, inevitably connacted with [orelgn Hons, with fhe diplo-
mats of the/imperialist ‘countries and with the African exploit
ing clesses. Maturally this boreaucratic bourgeoisie |s dedi-
cEled W Lhe capitallst path of developoosi-

Thirdly, colonlelism, whick had dons much to desiroy the
traditional tribal systern; has preserved the worst and most
negalive aspects of that system lo Wwhat oame 63 be kndwn
as iribal administretion. In this manner they were shle not
only o create an auxiilary, and cheaper, apparatus o dis-
chirge: the mingr functieos of cosrclom (taxation, minor
offences, eio.], but to perpetuste tribal conflicts snd Impalr
natiomal unity

Thus the state machine laft owver by ooloniglism fs ons of
cogrcion, of facliitating the pepateation of Imperlallst capltal
it policies, of halping the growth of capitalism and placing
tha explolting dlasses In the positicns af real powsar, These
classes, which as a ruls come to power alter Independence,
Inheeit the whole colonial stata apparatus, presecve 1t Iotact
ind make osa of i In furtherlog thelr own interesis and the
Intarests of ned-colonlallsm.
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The shortcomings. of the left-over coloninl state spporatos
and the Western forms of democracy ere becomlng increas-
Ir||r:|:|l abvious. Nigeria |:||'|::|'.'|.rln?::: the most glaring examplie OF
the policy of tribal divi=lon systematically pursued durlng he
days of colonial rule. Kanys has lately sbown the workings
of “parlsmentsry democeecy” when thoogh the progressive
Eenva Peaple’s Union [LEEL] won oo malovity of e wobes,
the ruling party, BEAMNU, pot away with the preater number
of sests. In most Alcican couniries, corruptlon and salf-
eprichment -at the expense. of the peaple Ave rampant

I thair sfloris to resist the reyolotion, the resctionory
ruling circles: use the state apperdius for' decelving  and
tercarising the masses, They abandon even Westeri democraty,
tear constiubons to pleces, ban revolutidnary partles and
place ssyere restrictions on the [reedom of expression and
movament, They shun parllamentary Torms of struggle and
resort o violenoe by plotting assassinetions and steplng coups
d'état.

Thix question of palitical [P AnED Les . gl the heart ol the
ourcant struggles in Alrica

The/ revohitionaries ere flghting for 8 type of state which
l'EEIl'r' expraases the mapirations of e peopls, . and owhdch
gnsures thalr participation In the manogemeont of the- aiisirs
of ‘government, econgmy and other spheres’ of lfe. Such &
gtate will prevant the growith ol caplialism snd the sncrasch-
mints of Impariallsm. It 5 along this path that African
countries like the United Arab Eepioblla, Mall, Tanzanla and
othars gre moving,

The reactiondrvies; on the othar hoand, seek (o prolong their
rile by présacving the fundamenial featores of the colonial
state machine In order r':mri!fng.r [ protect thelr inlerests and
the interests of neo-coloniallsm,

The Ideologista of resction end: imperiallsm try thelr baest
ty o gloss over the §ssoe of political power, They haminer
incassantly on general talk about “dictatocship™ and Mdemos
racy’. They are evean speaking today In Ghana about “good
governmeni”, But the truth ls that every form of political
power, whether pacliamentory, mulil-parly, Ooe-party or open
military dictatorship, reflects the interests of & certain class
or clagses In snolety. [t 3 8 known fact that in the aAfrican
prograssive counities the state 15 pursuing o olass ling by
suppressing the remnonts of feadalism and the  bourgetisle
|industrial, commercial or bereavscradc) snd by eliminating
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tha posltions of lmperiallsm, The state & thus colleciing tha
lnterests of the workers, peasants, intelleciuels and mational
bourgenlsie, Stmilarly, In the reactionary reglmeas the state
raprasents the interests of the exploiting classes anc those
of neo-colontalism.

Coups d'8tat, whatever thely content, are forms ol strugela
alming mmediately ot the-seizuce of pafilical power, Thoogh
carried out by u speclal organ of the stote appdrhtus, sestn
ingly lsolated from soclety and political steife, coups ditad
comEiliute part of he chass Struggles and reliect oclass
interasts.

[t I8 from thiz angle that I wish to look Into the coups
d"&tal which have fixeén plece In Africa, hoplig theceby 1o
make my contetbuation o the discussions deallng swith the
vital problemes of the pressant stage of the Afrdean revalutlon

*

Historically, with the exceplion of The Natopab-Liberallon
Arny o Algaria, the armed Porces oo Alvich come Inlo belng
as part ol the colonlal coercive apparatus, With very lew
excapilons, they &fd nob . & In-Faypt, @Ee part In the
niatlonal-libesiilon simgaie: In [act they were olian oolled
upon to perform pollce pperations: against the Hberation
struggle of thele own or other peoples.

COne of the distinctive features ol the armed forces In Afr
ce 12 that, unltke those ln Letin Amerlce oF the desveloped
caplialist counicles;, the majority of the offlcers oare draws
feom . the aducated patly boorgaolsle and even Ironm the edu
cated sons of workers and peasants: In this respect they form
part of the Alrlcan Intelligentsia. The oid generation of
offfcers, normally holdiog the higher ranks, were directly
fvafnad by eolonial instructors or in the milltary colleges of
the West. Thay ara In genersl not only orented, by virtue of
thedr rainlng  and  edocation, lowamds Western obrms ood
idgals, but form alsh, by wvirtue of thefr renk, part of the
bureadcratic bourgeslele, with a steke in the preservation of
e capilelist path of deveiopment. The majority of  the
younger generation of officers, however, have, In all probakbi-
lity, participated, at lesast in their school days, in the anil-lmpe-
rlalist struggles. Thereiore they sre more Ikely (o b lmnbaed
with hatrad [ov Impecialism, (o be connected with the younger
pedple at present laading the revolutionary stmugple and to
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be more amenable (0 revolutlonary ldeas. Needless to say the
vast-majority of the soldisrs comes [com the peasantry which
15 deeply interesied o the iotroductioo of radicel sochal
transformations,

It van thas be seen thal thougzh colonfalism had striven oo
create Bn Insttution completely isdlated from the rest aof
spciaty, ihe @rmed forces counld pot In fact be tighily closad
apninst the mfluences alfeciing society. as & whole, Cless
lnterasts motivate the atdiudes of their differsnl componesnts,
Polifical wlews Hnd thelr way to the minds of the offfcars
and soldiers allke, deiefmining their places In the political
struggles.

Bot in the newly-lndependent Africen statas, the darmed
forces heva another distinctive [ealurs which 15 of extrems,
declslve Importance. In copirest to sl the other cless orgen-
I=ations, they afre much more ofganlsed, disciplioed, mobiie
and technicatly: adimnced. Moreover, they ane, ol coursse,
armed. Thus they provide & ready sirlklng force. The use of
thia fproe depends oo the ascendency of 1his or thet political
trendd Wwithin s tanls

When the army Intervenes in pollites |t doss so as pert of
the class [oreas In s0CTE v, Coups d'¥al are conllnuslions of
tha Ciass-siruggles: or the struggles betwean hnperislism and
revildtien. In coming to power the-army glves Its welght to
one or the other- side In this respect theé army canoot be
mieesly &n Insteoment Inthe struggle, bat becomes itsalf part
of i, thus tearlng down the treditional ardficisl wall sep-
arating 1t from the zocial and political fransformatlons 1o
sociaty. Lhe "I‘.':r:l.'!l","' of the “mewtrality™ of the armed [orees,
consiglently propagated by the explolting closses, s thus
forcefully refuted.

Permit me 1o clla (Wi eEmples from twoo nedghboiring
countriss—Egypt and toe Sudan. More than foortesn years
ago the revolotion In Egypt, for varlous historical censes; took
the form of & milltery coup dat, organised amd fed by
revolutionkry young officers: Six vears later 4 ocoup d'éiat
was stapnd o the Sudan by the old officers In command of
tha army. The contrast between old and voung, thougl Signil-
lcant, 15 not of declsive Importanco, Bul while In tha First
casg the army libecated Egypt from colonlallsm, averthrew
thin ménarchy, Hguidated the hig fendalists and capitallses,
nationalised all torelgn Interests and eveniunlly ook the |:|.:|r|:|
of non-caplitalizl development. 1o the second case the army
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ppened wide the dotes. of the Sidan ta imporlalist Gapitsl
and influence, enriched the boreawcratic bowrgestsie ond- the
middiamén of foreign Irms and suppressed (0e mess ol the
pedaple,

It can thus be ssen thet coops d'étet do oot change: (he
pature of the strugegle: they only chapge lis form. The revo-
lutignary olffcers of the Exypllan demy cavelied o viceory the
wntlonel-haration struggle sbirted by the Intrigues of linpe
rlalizm, the moparchy and reaotion. The eoap d'@tad of 1OGA
Im the Swdan manhged 1@ siove all the rsing  revoinionary
populor fids which threatemad to sweep away the then exist

Ing reacilonary govarnment

The mord recenl Doups dEEl I Alricn mny oot all e as
clepar-cut as the foregoing examples, Wit they revesl the same
retation o class poliblcs.

Leaving Alge

3 faeddl Glhwand temporarily sside,. the resi of
the military take-ovars oocureed within reactlonary, pro-linps
riallst reglmes. They wers Invariebly preceded by severe
polltlcal orises. While the reactionaey | rullpg  circies proved
incapable of toling omatters in bond theoogh the ordinary
channals; the ra ionary; [orces wara | i=e incapeble ol
arganlsing themsalves effectively. Tha &5 reached such
stajres thit 5 14 not be solved  axcépt By ha Intarvoo
Hon of tha armed foreces,

Bub che simllarity epds nece; o olhed respects thase ooups
ravenl gn Interesting varlety as to tho mannet-ino which thay
wWAre |l'_|:'_|:|.'|'..--E'I:| and  ©warTied out orf o fhelr comsaguent
developments,

In the Canteal Afrlcan Republle, Dahomsy dand Uppie Vali
it 15 @ clear pasa of pro-imparcialist mi vy dictetorshipa
raplacing pro-imperlalize civillan reglmies, The @army came (o
OOWeT a3 o more rellanblas ag i of Fronch foog
profact 1% interests azainst those of other rival §

e Llk )

powers. Tha
owarthrown  poHteians, who were thug punizhed for display-
Ing unrorglvable weakoess in upbholding the interests of thele
masbers, Wore among the Tirst o hafl the cougs and to secyn
under them

In the Coned [ Klashisd | Gemosteal Mobold, noldaricous Tor hils
sarvleds b Imparclalism dnd for his role In the murder of
Patrice Lumumba, assumed powsr In the pame of the army.
Hat the evenls tosl developsd théere since (heen can be inter
prated only in e Hght of objective conditions: which ere

[orcing even the hoands of Mobom, True, the rivalries and
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contradictions of various Impercielist powars coold be  seen
behind ssveral movea of the Mobuto reglme, but that regime
s laken many steps which sooord wilth Lhe oatloEal inar-
ests ol the Congolese people, Whatever the orlgingl motives
of the:- Mobatu poup, the cless strogele and the stroggla
betwieen the Congofese people and Imperlalism are Imposing
thiale will on the course of ovents.

Migearia, long aoclatimed In the Wast as the model Alrican
state’ I democracy and stabdllty, was the scene this yesr ol
threa coups: within less tmn seven months, The aroey  Tad
overthrown a government gsnerilly cecognlsed as corrupl
and pro-impertalist with a strong feudal basis. The develop-
ment af the mifiary tEke-over 15 5100 oot deae. 10 began by
o muting of young oflicers, reportedly radicel, [Gllowed within
a few days by o full army take-over, with a1 mandete from
the [ormer Federsl Council of Minisiers, whilch placed the
insurgent Junlor offfcers undec custody, This was o turn
overthrown by young officers, whose leadar comes from tha
Borth,

The [ull Implestions of these changes will oonly emargs
with time, Bot the central issue doring the lsst ten months
was that of the type ol-siaie-and the degree of wnlly. General
Tronki, was avidemtly agatnst o fedecod - slate and huecled
through-several decress establishing unitary government. This
policy was hittezly apposed by the Feudal Morth which was
thi scenn of Bloody Hoets. The bourgeolsts delinitely Tavours
unltary government, a onltary market and therefore an end
o fendalism. DUl the Ivonst reglme represent the lolerests of
the - bourgoolsie of Western and Eastern Nigerda? Does tha
pragant regime;, which abolished Ironsi's unltary  deoreas,
represent the Interests of the Morthern feudal class or a
compromise between I and he boorgeoisiey Was the Ironsi
reglme el a move by the Niserion propoerlied classes (o
forastall more radicel changes at the bands of the junior
otficers? Whateyer the answers, the events in Nigeris refleci
Intense . ciass strgelas, which cannot be welled &ven by the
vivent of the armed Toctes to power. Moreover IE should not
e forpotten that fmparlallsm, which 15 bent on dismembering
Africa mand every single Alrlcan state, s deeply Interesied In
influencing the courss of carrent events 1n Nlgerla.

Whal smesges [rom this aceount is that the militery chups
imnder review refleclt the strogele in Africa, of which they are
an nseparable component, aad the balance of Torees within




ihe countrles affected by them. Regardless of the Intentlons
af thelr intlators, these coips manifest the mounting discon-
tant of the moss of the pecpls. Bul they revasl a lementable
degree of lack of revoloiionsry organisation and lepdership.

On the otlior hand these coups siress the weakness of ihe
posittions of tha reactionary [orces and thelr fafluse 1 win
thalr peoples over to their policles: Whare sach forces are
sulficiently steong and are sUl exerting considerabld Indiu-
enes, such as in Kenya, Tunls, Ivory Coast and othecs. they
afe content, up to now, with resortlng 1o demagogy. deception
wid antl-democratlc messures

Thase coups reveal alse thatl tmperialism retains influeatial
positiona in Africa, generally emong the bureaucrats of ths
state appavetus, ot margedly within the armed forces of
many countries—a facl of alarming stgnilicance

Hui reactlonary army take-overs cannot change the objac
Hve copditions which give rfise o political crizes, Thay may
e able (o deal withont mudh ado with revolgtlonary leaders
ind organisations, But In the course of time they wwill heyve
tor face the same canditions- and crises which broonght down
thalr predecessors. They change the [orm of the strugele, bt
not its content, Sincs the revolutionary nesds:-ramain withouos
satisfacilon, the poliiicel sltustion Iz not fupdementally
chiangod

Un Jupe 19, last year, President Ben Hella was ousted from
offlce in Algeria, Little changes were nteoduced io the com
position of the government. Ben Bella was adindttedly devoted
to the revolutlon end had won presilige both in Algeria and
ln the ouislds world as% a geeal revolutionary leader. Though
It was an internal matter, his ousting ceused grest concern
among - all friends of the Algerian reyoiotion. The Boums-
glanne regme saemed at first to have lost orleptation; bot of
late 1t toox several messures, both ln internal and externsl
apheres, which Indicate its dedicetion o the cause of the
Algerian revolution, Sinca this subjoct s going o be discussed
in all probabllity ot this gsthering, 1 shell not stismpt to
apter lnlo further detalls about It 8t presenl.

I was in Ghana that the most blatent countar-revolutionary
coup d'dtat wes plotted end carried oot by 8 pro-lmpearisiisi
anti-=ocialist mititary &nd police junta. Tmpecisglists  amd
reactionaries akl over the workld gredded the nows with un
boundsed joy, That is understandable; for the overthrow of ihe
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revolutionary reglme of Dr. Ewame Nkrumah was the severest
sat-backE Sulfersd by the revolution oo Adrica.

How did counfer-révolotion succeed S0 easlly 1o Ghiooed

The answer bo this painfol guestion covers & wide renge
ol the pressing problemms of The regoluflon oo the whole
dontinent. The most hnpoctan? amoog (hese aro:

First, the attltude  towards the stete apparatus inberited
from colonlgllsm, partlioilacly towards buresdcracy and the
armed forces. Burernocracy, wWith s agolsilc tendency of entich-
ing [tsall at lhe sxpense of the people through gralt dand
lTavouritism, with the key poslHons it occupies In the state
machine and 1ts connectlons with the lagal rnd neo-colonlallst
axploiting Intepbsts, i o greal source of doaoper,. The armead
forces, with the immenss- power they commaond, ara another
great =ource of danger. Without placing them undsr - saie
conirod, they can do. grave haem (o the causs ol the revolution,
s the evanis o Chana have ruthlessly proved,

Secondly, there 1s the rcelation of the broad mess of the
peopie 0 the revolution. A pedple’s revoliHon, espacialiy of
the typa 'O the present sfape In the Alrdean revielutbon, 1s
unthinkahle withoot the widest and most eciive perticipation
of the masses In the affeirs-of the stale. peodustion and other
sphgres without thale palfteal organisatlon o5 the makers and
daefanders-of the revolution, Without this, whatever the bense-
fita they recelve feom the revolutlop, they gre prone o fall
prey too the-subfle methods of peactionary propagands and to
raise no hend fn defending a reglme which lights for their
o Intarasis and wellare. Such an attitude was unforiunaiely
displayed by the worklog masses of Ghand.

Thirdly, there 1 the goestdon of the revelotionery vanpoard
party. If a peoplea’s revolution s unthinkable sithouwl the
widest organisation and paciicipallon of the masses, W is
likawi=e unthinkable without 8 vangoard party, armed with
seientifie revoloilopngey theory and capeble of leading  ihe
masses, O, Niromal's elforts (o tmnsform the Convention
Peopie’s Party Into such @ vanguend party did not materlalse.
There were greet deficiencies In party work and preanization.
Whan the time of trigl came, even parky membors fatled to
rally to the defenca of the revolution

Such, in my opiniop, @ra tha lessons driven home by the
success: of countér-ravolotion in Ghana.

The coup d'@iat In Ghans |3 peri of a general imperialist
|_:l.3|1 [ gheck the advance of the African revolitdon. Beginning
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with tha plretle aggressive operation of the American, British
mod Belglaon  lmpectallsts against Stanleyvilla o Novambae

94, meo-colonlalism stepped wp IS actlvities., Progressive
leaders ke Bem Barka and Plo Pinto were essnssinated; thae
campalgn of slander agalmst the progeessive meglmeas  wis
Inténsllied; the elforts to split the Organlsation of African
Unity ware' doobled:; economic and diplomatlc pressares
against the progressive reglmes weare organlsed; coups d'état
wiarg plotted and carcied oul; agents wam lilved (6 assassinata
the lepders of the UAR; the white raoialist miinority declarad
the “independence” of Rhodesia; eic., eic.

Tho genéral ne puesued by Imperclalismn I s elforis o
regaln, maintein and extend ity domipation copsists of an
overgll plan to errest the popolar revolutionary movement all
over the contlnent. The maln Imperfalist blow 15 directed
agalnst the progressive regimes, the greatest’ schisvemsants
of the African revolotion. It seems that durlng the last two
vRATS. Imperlallsm has bchleved fo small measure of Sucoess,

Bt counteravilution, by Ebs wery ganeral sharicter, oponad
the eyes of the African revolutionsrias: and drew them to-
gether, 11 |3 becoming clearer with svery passing day thet
a setback for the revolution toooe Alvican. conntry, is also
o sethack for 1t in' the whole contdnent. For exampls, ihe
intrigue against revalutlon i the Sudan ipflicted sregt harm
o the I'.'|'||1||._;:|I4=.::|: revblullonaries, The Alrican revalullonaries
ara realising the indispensabillty of solty. Owr grest historlc
mesting In Calro 15 8 great Indicetlon of this reallsation,

Revolution cannol be stamped out, IE may fecelve selbacks,
I that casa It will only retoeat temporarily, bot can never
ba “finished off". Even under peo-lmperialist militery dicta-
torzhips the abjectlve conditions which  gefperate revolatlon
comilong. In fnct possibilities arise for broadening the stroggle
by attracting even thosa who, while not subscribing to revaluy-
tionary ideas, are none -the less opposed to the restricilon of
democratic rights and freedoms, And i1 will be necessary to
[ind forms of effectlve co-operaton with them, But the
struggie for the overthrow of the pro-tmperiaiist military
dictatorship should alm ool merely al changlng (he form of
sovernmant but-at the radical revolotionory trensformation
of the whole of soclety. Only thie oan be the solid basis for
the: cohesion of the revidlutionary Torces; the wirking poaple
and the Intelléciunls and for their wlotory,
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Reactionary, pro-imperiallst coops d'étal slgnlfy thot [mpa-
rlallem and its inteenal &llies, belng unabla to defeat revolu-
tion by the traditional methods, have resorted (0 the use of
ATtk

What should be the attitude of the revolutionaries to this
challenged

In my opinicn they should learn to maester and use ol
weapons |0 ensure yioctory. Bot revolutlon is not maraly
conaplratorial. The essential prerequislie for the  populay
cevalullon is the building of avanguard party capabla of rousing
i musses, of organising and of leading them in the struggle
agatnst imperielism and the Internal enemiss, H this Is
achleved, then all methods most be uvsed—includihg coups
A eiat

This brings me o tha guestion of what should ba the genoral
attitude towards the srmed {oroes

In the progressive African slates the malntesance of highly
tealned drimed Forces, eguipped with the latest weapins and
techinique i= eBm exiremaly codtly bdirden, The money and
efforts Erpanded tn this fald are ouech pesdesd Tor econoimlc
and social progeess. But such a buicden §5 o revolutlonary
necassity at present. The defence against-foreign ageression,
the Suppresslon of ithe Internal pnamiss and essistance of the
revplution in othee ereas where It stands in need underline
that the sacrifices uwndectaken by the progressive reelmes and
thilr pedples are absolutely abligatory. The United Arab BRe-
public provides us with two excelient examples: ten years
ago Itz armed forces. tooether with it wallant peoplea aond
enjoving the suppoct of all pecples, especially the Sowvied
Linlon, were abla to nfHct fqnominious daléal on the Hritish
French-lzraell aggressors. Today thess seme armed {orces era
heroteally amssisting the revolution of the Yemenl people snd
defending their republic, Sullecving heavy sacrifices on bhoth
oocasions the Egyptlan people; undar the leadership of Presi-
dent WNezser, are not defending themselves oply, hat are glso
dischargiog their international and revolutiopary dotes with
graat honour

i the other hend, it shoold not be forgotten that six years
Ego the Congolese revolultion coald not gel  the eflective
issistanoe it needed, ond that today the people of Zimbabwe
arg {elllng prey to the azgression of &8 while recialist minor-
ity which cannot be defeated except by forca

It 15 thos obviows that, with the increasing aggressiveness
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o |||.F||:|'|:_|||m||. thr maintenanch of armed [orces, with o high
degree of preparedoess, Is absolutely necessary, Needless to
eny, this 15 a matter of concern to all revolufionarcies.

Latest echnlgues and arms gre not the oply requlrements
for Tull prepiredness.: The army ek and Dfe mest e Imbned
with patriote and progressive ideas and should be sducated
in the spirit of defending the fatherland and the ravolotion
al home and abeoad. The armed [Oeces musl ke an active
pact in the poililcal life of their countries. All this cannot b
guarantead without full control by the revaluotionary party In
posviEr, Llis s the only way 1o prevent the emergence of such
tekitors a5 Ankiah and his gssociates in Glung

In the remalning Afrloan states the theory of the “nea
irielity" of the armed forces must be rejected. This “thaory® 15
peopageted by the reactiomary classes; bot they are the first
to repuodiate 18 apd (0 use the aFbmy for their own ends. U
the revoluionaries aceEpl this theory they will only glve
tfereby a free hond to the snemiss of the peopls.

The majority of officers and soldiees, by thelr very class
Interasts atd aducatlon, ace oblective adberents ol tha revo-
lution. Systematic wark shauld be conducted among tham to
draw them to the pevolutionary cause, The armed forces in
the newly-independent Afrfcan countrigs had not Jdeveloped
inta establizhed-mstiinlions alosed agninst progresstve ldeas
Tha attitude these foross toke In politics depends on the
dscandency, af revolutionary, centrlsl o reactiopaty ldeas
within its ranks. Resciion, through rmlass connectlons and
threongh contacts by the dplomatic stall of imperialist embas-
=fas, 15 actively enlisting the armed foroes to the side of
counter-revolution. Hence revolutinmaries  wonld only  ha
neglecting [helr duties i they did ool do all in their power
io draw the armed forces to thelr slde, Commanding the' com-
bhined force of the mass of the people and the ermoy, the vie
tory -of the revolotlon will e assured

Meanwhile revolutiomaries shoold: campaign for the lntro-
duction of certaln reforms. Among these the most imporiant,
lo -my opinion, e the following:

T bring an end to the "mercenary” aspect of the mili-
tary sarvice. Defenpe of II1|.1.“.~|'.I-::|'.|:|EI|E11: ghould not be & wWga:
garning job for an exclugzive caste, The dlm shodld be a citlizeh
army  which ls part of the people and milliery tralning
axtended to the entire youth.

To abolish undemocratls and degsrading practices Lnhearl-
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tedl Teom the colonlallsts, Flogglng and olher ‘aj:-ll".l-h]’mlklng
“disciplinary'” penalties and the habit of appolnting soldiers
gs domestic secvants for officers are not In Eeeplng with the
dlgnliy of a ciilzen of & Tree countey, DEScipling, which 1s
obsolubaly smsentle]l in military service, should ba based on
understanding and not bacome & means of [ncolcating
meskness
To abandon the dangeroos pollcy of depéndence on
imparlallst- countrles for armaments and instruction, Whereves
this s necessary Afrlcen states can aafely rely on tha sslfless
il of the sodialist couniviss which have proved 1o desds that
thay are the tmie friends of the African people both during
the struggle apalnst colonlallsm and after the sttalnment of
Independence, At tha- swme flme fhe Alricen statesshould
establish, as Far as°bs techolcally and  [inandclakly  possible,
thelr own armament Industries and training institutlons.
Such measores, [T-gakan, will reduce [Doa geeal extent the
dangers 0f using the army for reactionary ends and will
increass In the samie measure Its revalutiopary potentiallties.

w

The intoeased activities of the Imperalists 1 Africa  are
part of-their Incressing aggressivensss o othier parts of the
clatg, Aoilng vs glL the doomed do, their; sotlons do ol
sigoily any chonge ln the balepnce of forfces In thedr fayour;
on the controry they stress the despoecate cocner into whioch
thay were driven by the revolutionary lorces all ower thi
Wil

Objective condifions opon big and real prospects for Iresh
and far greater victories in Africa. The close alliance af the
ravolutionary forces of Afrlea, of the soclalist counirles, of
e nationat-lTberation :-I|'|I|:';3.:||_: In Azia and Latin America
and of the wirking-chaoss moveman] In the: caplialist countrias
is-a vital end obligatory cohndition for the defeat of fmpe-
rlnlism and s domesiic pllies.




THE AFRICAN REVOLUTION—
COMPONENT OF THE WORLD
REVOLUTIONARY PROCESS

MAL LALRIN

Modarn ||I5-i|l.|l'!r' Ig a lone sucoession of confllcts, soma opan,
others concegied, hut all nvariably dramatls, bebwesn oppress
peoplas. and classes, on the-one hand; and theic opproessors,
on Llha other—a record of successes and- defeats. for these
peocples @nd oppresssd clisges In tha Heght ageinst their
oppressors, A [ght which addsap- e the world-revoluiionasy
process. The foact that the successes wvary in magnlmde, as
sume different forms ead often are remote from one another in
spRce and o Iregquenlly concesls tha 1 al and pofitical
interlocklng In the ever-lengthening. thaln oF histocy Ieading
Mon towards his uliimate goal—a society nm which all will
be fres, happy and equsl

The warld ravolulionary process antered upon its decislve
phasn when the quastion was pa of - ahatiching the aotive
oysieim of epxplodtation: This happoned in Octebsr 1917, For
tha [rst time in history the oppressed clas=es of a country
took gver powar and bDegan o bolkd & pew Klnd ol siate
presagling the Mture of humaniiy 85 8 whole

Previous revolotions, such as the French Revolution of 1784,
for Instance, posed the question of the emanclpation of the
lndividuat, Bul even when the bourgeoisie ol counteies thal
i engaged in the slave trode [Britain and Frence)] declared
for frepdom for the slaves, It ressrved thse reht 1o oppress
othar peoples dnd 10 confllnue colomndal plunder Over vast araas
| Latin Amarica. Asia and Afrvical

[n the nlneteenth canmry the world I'F"'-'I.'I|I-.[]El|'l.|'1r!|- process
acquired [ta own theorisis in the parsons of Mars and Engals.
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But nt the time the siogan "Workers of all lands, wolbel”
direcily applled only ito the techoologically mosl advanced
part of tha warld whosa class strocture was 1the main ohjece
of Moarx's research, In théss yedrs proletadans weare 0 b
found only in limited arveas, nnd beooose of this Marxist revo
luilonary ineory had lesa bearing on the messes 1o thoss parts
ol our |_1|'||||=I which today are called—thowgh pol gulte oo
ractly—the third workd,

Alter the Octoher Kevolution of 1917 ths world revolotlonsry
process acguipsd a oew and broagder connotalion of wnlly as
arpmplified by the slogan: “Worksrs of all lands and op
pressad peoples; units!™ Hecause of this Lenin 15 for all
peoples & towerkng flgure In the revolutlonery movement and
in the procéss of world developmeénl In genaril,

Tha naw j'ﬁ_'-i_dl_l_l'}j_'l:‘il”p.;i which crystallisad befwesn the for-
merly oppressed peoples of the Tsarisi emplire and Sowiel
Rusaia creatad both In theory and in proctice a prototype of
ihe Tuture relationsbips berwesn all natlons, blg and sovall,
of the world, The USSR developed lnto o gredt poloer sl
dejeated jascism, wenkeied fmperialism, and crealed the oon
distors Jor the rise of the soclallzt world system and Jor an
unprecedenied grafwih of the revoluticnary forces throughond
the foorld,

Sinca then the advanca of the world revoluliGnary process
hae been marked by signel trlumphs; The Chinsse Revolution,
ther establishment of the Dembopatic Eepublic of ¥Viegimam, the
emergance of Cuba as the cradle -of sogifism in U Americas,
the winning of national Indepandence by the peoples of mbst
Aelan gnd Afrlcen countries, end the momentous achievements
of 1he internationel worklng ciazs, gre some of the lasdmarks
In the revolullonory recomstrucilon af oor world,

iy unlgashing tha Sacoind woeld War imperiaiism ascalecabed
its own downfall. For, desplte the devastation and sacrifices,
Lha '_:-|'r|_'._:|'|::1.h.|'.'r_: formes avervwiere woera able (0 strength-
an thelr untty. And after victory the conditions smerged
for changing the balance of forces on the internationel arens
There g no dowbt that the Africen revolutlonery moveent
patned apormously from these changes.

Tha pecple. of Algperia geined mational lodependepce alfan
elghil vears of war durlng which the Adgerian question 41rg|:-:|;|i_1_.l
stirred the entire world revolotiomary movement. The wvasi
majority of African countries won Hberation through political
qirugiele murked by countless saerifices [ Um Nyoba, Moumié,
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Lumumba | amd  Decolsm bul whilaly did oot take the form of
war ‘against the oolonial powaers. The reason why there was
no--such war wes not that the imperlallsts wera any more
hmdiee I 1960 (han they had been in 14944, when In - Mads-
gascar, for Instance, they slaughtersd L0000 people rather
than maks the sHghtest chapge In the machinery of oppres-
alon. The reason waes that the ovarall developmant of the popu
lar politdcal struggle throughoot the world o 1968560 snabled
1hix peoplés of Alfica 10 deal g declsive blow o II'II[.'-Fr'l.-'J|I".-'I]I.
witlch - had -suffered a resouncding. defeal fen years earller
gt the hands of the Chiness revolutionaries, whio abollshed the
oppression which bad ground down their coontry since tima
b Emirkal

Whareper e policy pofiped D e peuny-tnde pendend .-1.,|r.!-
oin countries, the very act of thelr gaining Independenees and
the patlonal and internailonal comseguences following there
Tromy adi add wp ro g wiefory for the world repplutionary move-
ment, This {8 at once {he confeiiyifion made Oy the peoples
af Africa fo the revclutiondry process-and o eonsauence of
thiz process.

An Bmportant role io smashing the | colonlal sysiem wWas
piayed by the brganisations of tha-sworking ciass In the [mpe-
rialist countries sehich took an aciive part In the struggles
that completed the fipst staga of the ‘African revolution. The
scample of Such o geeat liBeration movement as the African
Damécratio Unjon ond ks reintionships both wills U Fraoch
working cless [the Gensral Confederation of Labour and the
Communist Party ) and with the nternatonal democratic trade
unlon movement [the Waorld Federatlon of Trade Unlons
shivws the axtent to whlch the Afcicon pevolitlon was in eon-
tact with the world pevalotionary movemant

Tnts salldarity of the revalotionary forces In the world with
the Alvican revolution §5 not o transteal thing. It s &
manifestation of the globol characior of the world revolution
gry process: [mperealism koosws this foll well. By its long
succassion of orimlinal acts—rIirst the attempls 0 orush 1k
Russian revolution and then tha poliey which led directly o
1he Second World War wiith the-&lm of desteoving. sociallsm;
the corrent rearming of West Germoany and the organisstion
of provocatlons sgainst the socinlist couniries; the attempes
to bsndale Ching and the war of aggression In Vieinam; the
mirdor of Lumuinbd dnd the dwarihvdw of the government
tf President Mikrumah; the tlireats to Guinsa apnd the blockade
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ol Culsn—all shaw that tmperialism, headed by the U8, loipe
rialists; e fully oware of the pature of the coniemporary
revolutlonary movement &5 4 contlnuous, indivisible oialn of
revointionary translormation. Thae Alrican revolution 1s a link
In this clialn,

This oomtlounity is oot always sasy to discern and
understand. At ong Hme—doe to the systematle lmperialisd
propagands which 10 ordee Lo lsolate e Alricdn revalotion-
ary movement, silllally capilalises on some of its featopes,
such, for Instance, as the ordginolity end uniquaness of Afrl-
can culture and politlcal ife—It way denled thet eny such
inter-connecilon exlsted

s the various components of the world revolutionary process
are brought into mation; the process ss & whole develops nnaven
ly, expariences ebb and flow. Af the first stage followling the
Second World War fho Ajfrican repmpilondry mOuaens
surged (o the crost of the waee cdised by the agrien of all the
progresside: forces: of the arorld; this determined both tha
external copditions end the forms of the political and milita-
ey baftles Tought &t the time

T|1'.|.-|:|'=_.'|Ii.‘|.|'|I baving sufferad delfeal In the cold ware of 1§
own ' making, had [toeagresin prindiplecto peaceolul cosxist-
ance with soclalism [t sufferad defeats n-Korea and Vistnam
And it sullarsd g setbeack o Africa, where, hard ]:-Misnd oy
the peoples Jighiing for (0elr lawlol. fighis, It had 0 geant
indepandénce o many countrles

But tmpertalism his oot become reconclied to its Iate. It
contlnoes o commit acts of ageression and (o plunder peopies
whilch it balleves are Go the perlpberies of the world revo-
futlonary movemant, at the fringes of the world revolition
ary procesg, I 1f ne lopger harboors Ulesions &% too the
possibility of desteoying the Soviet Unlon and the other Euro-
pean soclalist coumtefes, It comtinues to exect every alfoct o
retard the development of the world revolution by waging
war and condugting subversive activivies against the peoples of
Asia, Afrlca and Latin Amerlca

In this period of growing aggressivensss of Amperlalism the
Alrican revolution 14 enlering upon e Sefond phakds, mors
complex than the Tiest It s necessary 0 win national inde-
pendencs [or thoss milions of Afcicans stll suffecing from
itolonial oppression and waglng war apsinst direct imperial-
ist politlioal domination. Beclal discrimination by governmernts
of exploiting minorities In (e service of Imperlallsm has yel
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to be abollshed and the sovecelgnty of the Sguth African and
ithodesian peoples ensured. The peoples which have won na
tional lndependence sre faced with urgent tesks of pational
uphiiidding In the econbimlc, polltical and culinceal Spliecas.
And, lastly, Africa s still (o take Its sightfal place In the
warld, 10 make lts weighty contribution to-the dalones of
peace and the flght for progress

These are formidelle tesks, and It shouwld be frankiy sald
{hat tha initial siaps towards thelr realisatlon are costly for
the Afvdgan revolutionary oeevement, It is faced with numerous
obstacles: economic instability In most of oor countries; de-
pendence of many on Imperlallsm; subvarsion by the lmpa-
riallsts: and local resctionaries everywhers: coups, diffacing
In pabuen bof fnvaciably associated with all Einds of comgli-
catlons, and in some casas, os for fnstance in Ghana, directly
nlmed against the interssts of the Africen peoples; ebssnce
of a developed democrecy, and coliural backwardness: con-
atant efforts oo the pari of lmpariallsm 0 divide the revolu-
Lipnary movement uwnd overthrow the progressive regimes

The success achisved Inm the process of decolanlsation In
Gulnes, Mall, Conegn | BrazEaviie), tha Unlled Asab Repablic
and In same other counivies does not alter tha ovecall picture
peasentod abbva

That the African revolotion is pncountering formidable ob-
stacles = ol - sueprising o view ol e fact thal tor warld
revalntlonary movement is besel by whot perhaps are the most
gerious difficulties of growth it has ever experienced. But, tha
gravity of the dmes notwithstanding, there are theorlsts who
advise the African revolutionaries (o [solate thomselvoes [rom
the ather progressive forces In the world, Some claim that
sclentifie rovolutionary theory s nol applicable to Afrlcan
conditions. Others hold thet the developments in our soclaty
cannot even be examinad by the methods of the most pro-
Erassivae aocial sclepce. And still others pegue that tha Im-
periglist threat cmanales not only [fom the West bat also from
the Easl, and that the world today 1s divided not Into progres-
sive ghd repctonary forces but into rich and poor countrles
[bouwrgests patlons and proletarian pations],

These cialms have two things {o common: firstly, they are
Intended to cover up the desp-sented reasons for the econom
ic backwardness and o keep the peoples dependent on neo-
colonlallsm; secondly, they obscure the chiel global contra-
dicton of awre time, which 1o the [nal snalysis 05 the confiie
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betweaan Imperiatisme i &l 13 forms, and soclalism ln all s
[OTmE.

The mialn object of thls propaganda is, on the one hand,
to divide the peoples, to perpetuste the dismemberment of
Alrica Into economically weak states completely at the mercy
ol exiernal Tactors, and, on the other hand, O make [t appesr
a5 L the Alvican revolution stood outslde the mainstream ol
wiorld devalopment with a view to making 1t mare ylnerable
i the ceaseless overt and eovert attecks by home and forelgn
reactionaries,

But the Alrican cevolutionary movement as o whole doas not
acoepl these concepis. It Is closely linked with the othar pro-
gressive forces In Asta, in the Amerlcas and tn Eorope. It bas
taken lt= plece In nternational, Afro-Astan and trlcontlioen-
tal arganizations, has jeined the fight for pesce together with
peopla of good will in sll couniries, and maintasins frotermal
contact with Eoropean working-clazs organlseilons and’ the
soctallat world,

Soclallsm s finding & groding response nmof only fn the
ranks of e Africin repolaiionary movenient; B Is Inoreos
{ngly winning over all patrlors striing fo ensure thelr coun-
tries’ progress. Many politlcel leaders and Africen democratic
parties have !:lpl'_!.'ll.:.l daclarad that for them sefentiflc socialism
1% a source of Insplration in tackling. thaly etconomle and po-
fitical problems. The youth, sspecially the students, are as @
roie supporters or sympathisers of sociabiznt

But geceplarice o] sociallsm in principle 1s no substitele Jor
a profound sfudy of African realtfy, for the concrete and
correct Implementation of theory In everyday lje. It 15 In
this connection thal problems most fregquently arviss both De-
fore the revolutonary parties and the movements of the neo
dolontalist counteles and the democratie Afrlean eountrlias
epgaged in boilding their statehood

#As [or the diverse, more or lass delormed varclants of so
cielam that have sprung up In recent yesrs In Africs, In can
be-srld withoot golng into detall that the wery Lhct of thelr
emargence is prool of the defest solfered by thee ldeciogy of
capltallim, This, o say the leasl, I8 & coneession made by vice
to virtue.

The Imperfallsis and thelr pad-colonialist allles are dolng
their uimost 10-erect & wall bebtween tha Afdican revolutlon
ury movemeni amd the stclalist countries. Wheanaver some
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agent of lmpapiallsm seizes power his Mt step is o braak
diplomatic and trade relatlons with the soclalisi couniries

But the African revolotionary movement 12 aware that 0
cannal stand up o the gigantle polltical and economle ma:
chimg of Imperiglism withoul add feom the socialist coumiries
ond cosoparation with them. Could revilutionary: Guinea have
withitood the economic blockade in the early years of Inde-
pandence withont Soviet eid? Or could the democratic re-
glmes In Mall and Congo | Braziaviile] solve helr problems
withool co-aperating with the soclallst world? Is impercialism
in any way lnterestad in Incressing the cultivated area In the
UAR, and did tn not refuse to butld the now famoos Aswen
Dami The thousanda of Africans who graduale annually feom
the unlversities and ¢olleges ol the socialist ocounlries arse the
only alierpative to the inteflectoal Malthusianism rife in the
neo-colonlalst countries of Afrdcs  wheare sducatiomn and
irtining of parsonnal heas bean left entlrely in the hends of
the imperiallsts:

After winnlng political indiépendence the Alritan countries
found themselves fnging coimplex problems, the most fmpars
thiat of them relating fto economlc developpment. An  almost
complate sbsence of Industey, oeglgible wse-of power re-
sources for lll.ll'.l.||||H the national economy, o backwnrd agri
culiure, noo-gquivalent sxchange on the world markets, shor
aga ol technical speciulists; and othear pernlcions conssgquon-
cas of colonial rule which redeced the entlra dontinent to
B mere spurea af raw malerdals—2uch I3 tha stieatlon o whilch
our-peoples have o salva what is one ol tha main tasks of the
spoond staga of the Africon revalution—the tesk of weakening
imparialism, depriving it of s hintarlond throogh Independ-
ant development of Afrlca’s vast potentlal resourntes.  and
thielr use In the patlonal interests

The Nolt lor ecopoiile independence i a Blow af the pery
ligart of tmperializm, and henee the growing aggressireness
of the tafier In the fdee of the plotories gained by the peoples
fn tids sphera, The imperiallsts” botred for that section of the
African reyoluotionary movement which bas taken over power
in the democratle countries of the continent 1% E;-:;u'P'_.ﬁ-.\‘:ul:I I
thelr effoils (o overthrow the reglmes-in these countries. Every
possible means-—consplracies, subversion, reactlonary coups
geomoande blockade end political asspssination—Is used (o re-
turd progress,

In the colonial countries (e Impectalists - are woplog o rothes
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less struggle agalpst the pairiotic parties whoss progranimes
gall for econdmic and political Indepandence. In particular, in
Angola and “Portugue=se"” Guinea they support the |ess: pro-
gressive. gnd Iass popualar groups with the sole purpose ol
saleguarding thelr basle acondmie Interests alter the Inevi-
teble wictory of the natlonal-Uberatien movement and the: ednd
Ing ol colonlal rule,

Tha Alfrican révdlution is opposad not Goly by intecmotionol
reattion. In the countries which have sat to work to owver
come backwardness; the conservative classes and’ steata, con-
seiows Of the threal the relorms ond procialmed alms Bbode for
tlem, are openly entering into an alllance with [orelgn Linge-
rielizm and undertaking the role of lis agents at home. Those
who persecuie the patricts In the nec-colonlelist couniries
and thoss wha support the subvéersive activities of the CIA in
the democratic countrles arve the deadllest enormies of the
peopls

To [l the sirategic designg of the Imperielists all sactlons
of the Afrlcan revolutionary movemsat nead unlty—untty of
all the patelotic forces o each country, unity of ail the popuo-
lae forces In the varows conntrles, solld support Tor those
sovernments which have chossn ways of development Cdrre-
sponding to the fupdamental Intarests of -thelr people; Our
revolutionery movemant showld rid dself of the petty differ-
eacas sown by impeciallsm, The dangesol recolonisation whibch
baings Gvar the condnent, following the relreat of imperialism
io positions prepared in edvence, feess the African revolo-
tlonary movement with the need o mobilze gll ita forces
top jolnl strugele [oF complete feecdom and Indépendonce, .
_‘.l'r'un-:lug towards thie end, the revolutonary movement plays
[ts part In the world revolutionery process, making & major
conteibution (0 the world-wids stragele weped by the peoplos
it put an end to Imperialist exploltation. Unlezs the African
repolution solves the tasks confrontimg 0, Imperlalism will
continuge fo threaten the pesples of (he world, confident {ha
It has preserved the sfritegio and econamic reserpes needed to
ensure Ity neo-coloniallsl domingtlon sver our coniinent,

The ldenttsy of the aims of the Alrlean reiplution and fthe
prarid revclutionary process 15, therefore, no Hlesting phenome-
non. It 14 o fendamental queson of strofeqy.

Ench link in the revolutionesry chaln has Iis partcular
function, ploys s specific role, Our Esk 1S ©9 do away with
tha disastrous consequences of colonlsl mle, win sconomic
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j|'||.I|?|J-!':.':||.|H||r'|+. defeal 1mperlalisin on our owm fecellory, and
create 4 poliflcal and soclal system thit will [acilitate the
all-round development of our peoplas aod rule out the posst
billty of internal and external enemiss restoring their po
sltions

The specilic ooture of the tasks of the voriows contingents
of the revolutionary movemant at each zlven span of time
spmetimes creates the lmpresslon ol coptradictions in the
world  revolutlonary process, Bur revolutiomary theory and
practice] co-opecaiion bedtwesn (e Alrican revolutlonery move-
miant and sll other Iorces of the world revolution show that
we have one enemy: imperlalism and its allies, fe., thoss =o-
cial forces whose interests run ocoonter o e Inumediate and
ultmate ajma of {he revolution. Henoe 1he ailiding of 8 uni-
led Iront Tor becaiion [ram enlonfallsm and peo=colonialism
in Afrlos 1s Enssparable from the common stupgie of all tha
peoplies apgalnst Imperiatlsm

Tha mareh |_|_f Metorn Mas resilfed by slfwedtlon whorg the
Aftricen retolitionury  moterient, the spciglist coimivies and
the infernolionol working elass hove coalezeed fmto o stngle
whole. Az part oi thé whole ewe- rosegrent can-develfop and
friumph by marohing logerhor with Hhe! olher components, ail
of whleh mass stand wetled. Common stiugele tolacates naither
nautrallty por hegempnlsm

The struggle undor way o our Hme bEiwesn Toperialism
and soclalism i becoming increasingly complex. The verloas
contingents of the world revolutlonary movement teke part
In this struggle In diffsrent condiliions, bl each bears 1=
own share of the cesponsibility Tor e outcome, wWiich deter-
mings the development of the world revolutionory process.
Historleally, the African revolution is g part of thls process.
When i1 enters upon lts decisive phase—ihe ahafition of the
old relationships of dependence and the establishment of &6
cial jostes in Africa—it will merge 9n # sttll more profound
basis with the rest of the world's revolutionary forces,

While deriving s strength primarily from lts own owell
aprings, (he Alricin fevolution bss ioe and agein sesn how
this sireogth is nltiplied by the solidarity of the soclzlise
countries and the world working class. The steady strength-
ening of rhe anity of (he pevolutlonery prooess is g goaranies
of Its forther development, of [orther success for all  lis
COMponen s,




THE EMERGENCE OF A REVOLUTIONARY
VANGUARD IN THE CAMEROONS

AREDDULEAY B RN E

The Camerdgon People's Unlon, now on the way o becoming
a vanguard party, wes foonded on April 10, 1848, At the Hme,
g3 In the preceding period, oif people wele sohjected to the
most ruthless exploiiation. Bul roce distriminglion, [forced la
bour, phyatoal viclence, the vicious system of degradation and
fmimitiation and the d$ismembermant ol (e country by the lm-
piarillsts avwakoned o the misses q senseal natlonal diznity,
an awerensss that they heltmged (o an oppressed natisn.

The popular discoptent found expression In diverse forms,
and mamly through uwprlsings, strikes and  demonstrations,
which towatds the end ol the Flest Waorld War Incheasingly
assumad a political neture. After 18945 many Internel and in
iterngtional fectars helped to accelarate the growth of natlongl
mansciousness, One of these [aclors was the placing of tha
couniry under United Natons trusteeship after the Second
World War, when It came to be formally regarded not s 8
colony but as o tercitory oo the way to Independance under the
temporary Bdministration of France and Briteln.

Another signiflcant factor was the partdcipation of CEMErDan
volunieers In tha Second World War on the side of the Alles,
While in Eurdpe they absorbed the |deas of [reedom afd In
dependence which wera already shaking- the- positions of im-
periatism and colontalism. As see know, these [degs appeared
and galnod ground especlally after the Great Octobor Ravolu
tlon and the rise of the powerful sociallst camp.

The gmergence of the Camoeroon People's Lnfon on the polil
icol soene sharply changed the overnll sitootion In the coon
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iry, ushering in & new era and opaning to the Camaroon nation
perspeciives of development diamsatricelly oppoesed 1o the fo-
turewihich the colonial powers were preparing [or (L

The strugele waged by the masses developed into an organ-
ised, natlon-wide strugele; It trenscended the bounds of purely
economio demands and became essentially a stvuggle [or ]:||.'I|I[I-
citl powier, The Camercon Peapie™s Unlon énlisted hundreeds of
thbusands Intd the political struggle, making it the common
cog=e of brogd sectlops of the population.

Tha ohjective sitwation in the national and Internaldonal po
liical arens which determined the class base of the Union, Its
argenisational structuore, and its strategle and tectical lne,
also aoeounted for (15 slgmal success trwards the end of this
lirst staga of itz activitdes |1948-1055),

The Camerocons entered the post-war pertod as a colonial,
gaml-feudel and semi-pairlarchal countey the main branches
of whoss economy werd  controlled by the iopecialist mo-
aopolies to the detriment of the Interasts of the bolk of tha
population. Evervbody, from the emergent working class to tha
lnedpient bourgeolsis, Including the peasants, experlenced na-
tanal oppressiom and hence could be enlisted-in the . stroggle
agalnst thelr commob enemy —oolonialism.

Procegding from this, rhe faunders of the Unfon ersated I
nat as e party |::|l|' @ pariicular olass, bur oas d mopement
destined to wnlle In ity ronks the workers, plasants gnd meémt
herg of the bourgepisio—all thoze regolped fo fight colonialism,
for nattonal soperelgniy and the restoration o] the couniry's
territoricl Infegrity.

In this way people of different socisl origin, Including pa
friGotle members of the Iower Teudal steatd, Tound themselves
standing side by slde.

From the very ontsetl the People’s Union sét lisoll the alm
Of defeating colomalism, winnlng Independance ood reuniting
the Cemerpons. In order to put forward demands of such mag-
nitude &t 8 time when no countey of France's African colontal
amplre counld even hope (oowin lolessal autonomy the found
grs of the Unlon utilised the interpationol tristeeship statos
of the country and the opportunities this afforded for political
siruggle

Cor main strength derlyved from the oppressad and sxplolied
masses and all the amerging classes subjeacted 0 colonialist
natiomil oppression. The only kind of class slroggle under-
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standable to the mosses was raslslence by the entire peopla to
French snd British colonielism.

A we worked towards oor gop] we 58w our maln task In
Isolating the henohman of impecialism, the middiemen of ob-
lonfallsm, suoh as the feodal element and the parlismentary
bourgeolsie who had jolned forces with the coloniallsts eond
sought 1o win over the mlddie sifatal The Unkfon worked
through numeroos cultural and other public organisations sat
op throughoui the countey 1o strengthen e 1ok with tha
pedgants, the pelty bourgeoisia and the natlonal bhnrgeoisio.

Fighting ior libaration under the leadership of the Unfon, the
people of the Cepmeroons had the-support of other Africen
paoples whosa nationgl consclousness had boen awakend snd
who had joined the batile sgainst colonializm. They anjdyad
the support of the working class gnd other democratic forces
In France, the el ciEmp and the entire workd revolutionary
mosament.

In the spring of 1855 the revolutlonary movement reached
gulodnation gpofnt An Insurreciion sedmed Jnevitasle, In effecl
people’s Tula had been established which challenged the oor
mipt and lgathed colonial rela. In Apell 18955 the people fssued
thelp historla stalEment |'||'|'|.'I.: ming Hie downfall of colonlal-
ism i dha Cameroons. The slogin of immedinte independanca
was naw advanced snd taken up by the masses In place of the
ol demand that the Unlted Notions st the Uiee HEmit [or the
proclamation 'of the Camardons as an lodepandent stite,

The colonielisty, however, taking adventage of the interna-
tHonat siuation, anticipetid tha |,:|]:-|'5:;;|||!.: and - simughiersd more
than 5,000 Cameargon patriots in June 14855, The terror was so
brutal and sudden that our Party did not have time to bring
{5 reserves Into action, nor was |1 &Bde (0 effect an organised
reetbedl, The redrganbsaWon of the Pacdy o ke dECGull -
ditiong of {1legality regoired tima.

Today the signiflcance aof the uaing made by our peaple
under the leadopship of the Union in combating colonjabism
and capitalism {s easy to see. Wiiness the high level of the
national consclousness and the fallure of the policy of ultra-
colonmbalism as evidenced by the winnlng of indepandence and
the partinl reunification of the Cameroons.

It iz sbove-all to the credit of the People's Unlon that 1t
dispalled the myth of the [nvinclbility of colondalism and the
imvilnerability of eolonpfalist property, that it led its ','lEI:l]:-]F!
out from the darkness of the colonfal night, devalopad thair
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national consclousness and clearly chartad the path to- lhers-
tiom.

In the Cameroons today the members of the Unlon ore
lookad up to 4s the embodiment of courags, a high degree of na-
tional awargness and supréeme devotion’ to the natlon's cause.
They mre esteemed by (e messes os an exomple to followve, and
thousands of young people who are increasingly pripped by
revalutionary enthusiasm ape rellying avound them.

Throngheut the nineteen years since its founding the Pan
pla's Unlom has been the wnguestionsd leader of the fight for
genulneg Independence and democeacy. I today the ||r_:-:'.-p||_: of
thie Camaroons are striving towsrds real social revolution—
and @ny serions obhisrver will conflrm the fact—this s thanks
o the Unlan, swhich has hielped (o Imbue the minds of the
people with aational awaraness and o striving for democracy
and progress,

Evar since the [oundation of the Union the ||E-:'.-|__|I|:- Lhave forced
tlia imperialists and thelr agents to ritraat,. The Indepeident
gtptehood galned on January 1, 1680, was one . pf-ithe greatest
victories Tar Lhe pl_:l_l|1'!£:__ And the same can bhe said of Wie pume-
rois econpmic and ‘social raforms effected sineé then, anid
above all of the pardal reunlficadon of the couniry o the
aulimn af 19681,

The expansion of forelgnsmonopoly capitiel i= contimiing in
new forms, 1 the past 3 years Franch, West German, British
and U5 companles abnd monopolles heve Invasied more thin
L0000 million colonial france In the Comeroons, atd they
control Bll the kKey kranches of the economy, Including mining,
manufaciucing industey, ||'EIIIHj:I'-II'[ and forelgn trade.

The present government has ploced fsall in the sarvice of
tha forelgn companles and monopolies, 1ts role conslats In
ansuring the pn:.-l__lll_-:_:.-||_ wid Gther conditions for the Iflitration
al forelgn caplial and providiog goaoranioes o lmpoacialist in-
vRELGrS.

Thi social scene, which s constantly chapglng unders thea
impact of the Influx of forsign capital, s marked by tha fol
lowing fentures:

-first, the wirking class ks growlig In nambers dod In ma-
turity;

—second, the pessantry remalns the biggest class, acoount-
ing for B5 per cent of the population, although 5 numbars
ara declining due to migration to the townos aod the prols-
tarfanisation ol many poor peasanis;




—third, the sconomic srnd political interests of the notional
gnd smell wrban bourgeolsie pre suffering heavily [rom the
palicy of Infiliration a&od plundar pursued by the forelzn
capitalists:

—tfourth, 1the feadal etement mnd the “bureauvcratio” bour-
panézle are the only seclal groups which aca- gaining pl_‘lll'.i-
cally and seondgmically from the sxistence of the:neo-colonial-
st regime. This stratum 18 closely assoslated with foralgo
caplinilsis,

In other words, despite the fact that it has won Independant
statehood, pur countey 15 not genulnely free but remains saml-
colontal and seml-Tewdal,

In the semi-colonfal and semi-fewdal Camearoons the ravala
tlon miust necessarily b at once national and democratic in
character. s maln alo s 0 gbollsh neo-colonlaiisl doming-
Uon and (o establish 8 pew democracy which would pava the
way to soclelism.

Today the People’s Unlon 5 calied upon o bead the struggle
in far mere complax conditions than yestendoy, when e [ssune
wig the owverthrow of colonial rule with the help of 8 broad-
hasad party,

Ever singd the promulgation of the - Lol-cadre™ of 1068 and
the creation by the Hrench imperialists of favourable economlc
gnd “poltticet conditions for the development of the boor-
geajsla, the Cameroons have boen an arang of a steadily
maunting cless struggle. Indecision snd doobt hava gripped
many of the urhan petty bourgeolsld and the national bour-
gooisie, Coprupl elaments seoking 10 enrich themselves regacd-
Iess of the means often avgment the landowning cless and the
“bureancratic’’ and “parliamentary” bourgecisis.

I piew af these objective procesges, the Peaple’s Union, In

ordar fo refuin F ponguard | positions and the confidence of
the ,'.-r-'l:l;.'i'n.'_. msr s !.'.En:*]_.r gruy an fhe mast repolytlonary
rlgsses In the countey—thie working clgss aad e pogr
pedsantry.
Al the present stage of the strugele the main force of the
revolution conelsts of the workers and poor peasants, while
the middie and wall-to-do peasantry as well as the urben small
bourgeolsio provido a reserve of strength for us.

The maln obfective 18 a dual one: izolatlion of the top bouwr-
pEdlste, which has aliied [Esell with the {orelgn minopolles
and isseaking to win over the peasants End ellenate them from
the revilotion; and neutralisation of the French [mperialists,
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who taust give up thelr policy of Imposing puppet reglmes on
our eountey.

Heesle condlitlons [oF subcess nre:

(L] strengthening the People’s Union, the vanguard parfy of
our rewolution, in the organisationdl and thedoreticol reEpacis;
(o s end constant attenlion should be patd (o the podigical
and [denlogical aduocetion of the members;

[2] an alllenca batween the working class, which ls-galning
strength, and the peasantry and the milddle strata under the
leaderahlp of the proletariat and the People's Unlon;

(3} an allionce of sll paiviotie [orces within the framework
af u broad unfted feant

The presant stage Is marked by a decling of the revolutionary
movemenl which began wdth the IJIJ|:|'J'.'\:.'J'!§ of the Farty In
1855 ot todey, twelva years after the events which compealled
o Papty to go underground and to begin the armed sirug
gl the conditions are mituring for a8 neaw nation-wide up-
SWLNE. In these ¢lrcomsiances Actlive preparation of [he forces
of national and @ sociel revielutlon aequires decisive signifi




MAINTAINING AND CONSOLIDATING
PROGRESSIVE AFRICAN STATES

MICHEL KA MI

Afpican ponntrles which stand for freedom and Independ:
noce are today facing lerce sconomle, political and r'|]'i|ll:'|r“j'
prassures as well g reactiopary and fmperialist conspiracies
almed at overthrowing their governments,

Iy -fome (crseEs, these attemprs heve been repelied, as hap-
peopd at the time of the tripdrtibe ageression agtinst Egypl
in 1886, which simed gt the overthrow aof the progressive
pratfolle government of President Nassar.

Jut in other cases such altEcks were successful. This was
seon In Ghensg wihen a-handful of offticers end soidlers selzed
power from the progressive gpovernment,. This ghtning souap
topk plape without “serlons  ditficulty, and—unti]l now—iwith-
put affective pesistance rom the messas and thelr democratic
und poiitical orgenisations,

Such experiences are nol confined to Alcicn: Tha =mall
bt herole people of Vietnam are standing up to the biggest
militery machine in history aod loflicting hedvy losses on
it, On the other hend, countriss like Cayvion and Indonesia
have fallen wicilms to- reactionary forces and [mperialist
domination.

Clearly these different resuliz did not happen by chanoce.
Thire: aré objective reasons and speclflc laws determining
why soma progréssive rogimes were ahls successfully to with-
stand ageression, consplracles and coups and others swers
not, Smdying the ectoal experience of the national-liberation
strugeles o various coontries will help to clarify the means
i -J|_|||'\_-.|:|II|'|-:|:|||3 |:-|_'|:-5.-:|'-:“i.-;l'.'|: regimes and profecting them
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against nll challanges. It s the more lmportent 10 do this af
ihe presant time when Imperialism 15 intenzifylng the battle on
all fronts.

The key guestion In the defence of any system of movern-
ment is the attitnde of the people powards i, the extent to
which It Is supporfed by the masses, Everyiliing deponds on
how far the revoludonery forces in power have socceeded o
iiniting and mobllising: 1he masses, [0 galning . thelr onder-
standing and support for the tasks of the peclod following the
gilning of political independence. The national economy must
e freed from forelgn control and developed, Difficuliies must
bo frankly put before the pedple; mistakes dnd negative as-
pacte must be pdmitted, as well as achisvemsents snd positive
HAapRnts,

Tha people must ba organised on a democratic basis that
ailows them o teke part In policy-making, in planning and
administration of the country; that swins suppart (hrough pec-
ciAsion and convicton., A steucture Bt on such foundatlons
cannot be undermined or overtheown.

There dre meny and |!::-|||.':-|'.--.’::'Ii-=.l|:| problems [ecing naw, reyo-
lulionary magimes. Bul thelr most sssentlal tasks in solving
thelr problems and malntalning powsr against hestile forces,
are; [irstly, To crowi ||f!-|l|||'“_.:'|| Independence with the [reging
of the national sconomy dnd to develop the coullTy's -
sources (o the Interests af the working people; afid sscondly,
bo establish A true perople's democracy, hoth socially and |:ll.'|-|.lr1-
cally.

Economic Developmeni

The people de ot fight for abstractions To them indepand-
eice does pot mean merely flags aflutier, UN. delsgations
and forelgn embassies, and the trensfer of authority from
white hands (o dork ones. The mational strupgle |5 one for
land end beiter conditlons of lebour gnd lving; it Is & stroggle
to end hackwardness, unemployment, hunger and poverty. It
menns education, progress, decent living standards, sacuriby
in old age and from persecution. It means equal clghts, free-
dom of speech and oplolon, the righl (0 take part o making
and carrying out the policy of the country.

An fndependant gevernment that doss not meat theze neads
will forfalt the confidence and support of the peopla. It will
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bacome isolated from the masses who are the source ol the
srangth of any reglmea. of national libaration,

[t will not be difficolt to cvertheow soch o governmeant, Tha
strugeie will not be seen 8s one between ithe peopls and &
fandiul of impeciallstagents or reactionaries. 18 will appear as
n dispute for powsr betwesn smiall groups in closed arenas
heyond the control of the peopla.

The nein |||'I'.l|:.=|EI'|| for Aflrvleca, then, is o overcome bEck-
wilrdness. e natlonal-liberatlon movemtents are facod with &
cholce of meihods of overcoming backwardoess, of uplifting
ihe llves of the maszses of the people. But it s hardly worth
discigsing the capitalist method of development. Essentially,
gur path must s the non-taplialist one, paving the way o
soctalist trensformation. The International relationship of class
forFces, the character of our epoch; the elfects of centurles of
colonlalist plunder, domination and exploitation on oor econ
omies; the conzeqoent feeblenes and backwardness ol local
agapltatism; the fact thal Africa is parcl of a world o leans
ton Irom capiteliem to soclalsm—all these factors combine
to excloda the poseibllity of suocgessfol development along
gapltalist lines

Even the African eapitelist='are ‘ewere of this. They fear
Inweating 1o our dévelopliig indostey, They cannol face outslds
gompeEtition. Even if they profect themsalves: by dulies, the
home market s limited and they are Incapabls of sucoesstully
ocompeting for export markets.  They [BcK the hig capital re-
souroes nesded Tor modern projects, Obsossed by dnsscurlly,
African capltallsm fears soclalist tendencles, fears the masses,
[t resorts to a parasitic existence, seaking wealth [rom com-
mirce, commlissions, and speculptions and even illegal activ
ties [the smbezzlement, bribery and black marketesring.

50 I_'iI_}I-II_.'IlI_ElrI |:|'I.'|'|.'.-; ok scilve parl Lo developing tha natiomal
economy, Helng malnly parasitie, caplialism confines 1=
produciion activities mainly to sgriculture. Where the capital:
ists contribute positively o the development and advance of
prodaction thelr parasitic:character can de overlooked. But
whare they meake Nitle gr no such contribution, chpltalism he-
comas wholly parasilic and cannot be tolergted,

[n Egvpt [or example, though capitallsm was relatively de-
valoped, the Egyptlan hourgesisie refused to lnvasl capliEd
i Endustry after The July 1882 Revalufion, Capltal holdings ol
companies Tell, and investments were channglied dnlo non-
productive activities, The stale alfered genercus Inducements
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1o stimubabe- the privale sector and 10 aitract savings rwards
indostrinl devolopment. Laws woere  pissoed exempting (ndos-
irials from iaxetion of their profiis snd allowlng tham
duly-Iree mports, etc., In ateordance with e plan 1o doihla
tha naticnal lneoma In ten yoers. Butb desplie thess (ndoce-
meni= the Epyptian capttalists bovootted the plan, and saven
consplrad to sabotage 1.

This decided (he E=sue. The geouine cecolution enabled the
Egypiian peopls, directing all thelr efforts towards produoc-
tion, to meke sure [iret of “thelr full conteol over all the
mens al production” as mentioned in the Charter.® Develop-
mant Ig the way of overcoming backwardneszs. Local caplial-
Ism i Incapable of regdizing It o suDstanilolly conteiating
towiards bs pealisation,

& rapld rate of deveiopmeni ts esseniial to beidge the wide
wilp bEtweesn e Alvican counfries and hose which &re 1o
dusirially advanced. This ocalls {9r the mobilisation of all ma-
terlal smd human resources; and thorodgh planning to usa
thess resouroces o the best afdvantage, To aclileve these aims,
complefe conirol of all means of producHon must be io tha
hands: of the peapls; as well ss confrol of internal and for-
elgn frade and disteibution, Seclety must Bepnabied to devote
o devalopmanl an fmoreesed- share-ol the social sarplus of
the matonal Income, Forelgn developmeant loans must be free
from conditions infringing o j||:||:1li,:-|3|||]1:||:_'1".~.

It 13 thus cloear that a sfales public: seclor ol tha. econgmy
l5 gasantial, to gulde the process of development, In addition to
launching mixed enterprises | public amd private chpital), Stare
control 48 nesded to direct all such projects,. develop monu
facture; ralse lahour prodoctivity in agriculture by mechant-
sation, hnd ansure co-ordination withln the economy

Africa has yast agriculturel poientialltles. But it 05 lmpos-
aible tG foincd fatlonal econonifes free ffom limperfalist in
Muanoe, and able to stand up to Imperialist pressures and ma-
olpuletions, unless repld industriallsalion is achiewved. Only
Thus can tha economic fetters of imperializsm be broken, the
productivity of labour developad, and a basis laid for accu-
mulnilon of the matioonl wealth and jooressod national in
come, at a rate far Meher than thal which eould be sustained
||!.I agrlculiure alons

Moreover, Indusfries ratse the cultural level of those they

The Charier, English adition, Information Dept, Galro, p, 51
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employ, Indesd the cularal and ideclopical stenderds of s0-
|'I|.'I3.l as - whole, Indusirlallsation promoies nallonal oonscinns-
ness and brings into being an organlesd working class able (o
lead the wark of soclalist transformation,

In termz of Indusivial ouatpul, Africa §s the most backward
continent. It produces one-saventh of the worlds raw mate
rigls, bul anly ona-Tiftieth of manufactures, The shace al n6-
dusiry in Africa’s loial mobme §s less than 14 per cont. That
ls why average Inocome per head {5 B8 dollars compared with
1841 dollars in the LI5A, acoordiBg to the pulllosilon Indus
felal- Grotth e Africs, issued by the Unlted Nations (n 182

Meo-colonlallsm nno longes retards all forms end levels of
industriallsation in the developing counlries 1L apposes above
all the Introduction of heavy indostries, but allows the export
Bl processing ndusteles which provide |©with new opporteni-
tis for esxploitation. The nec-colonlalists help in expanding
the cepacity of national African markets to buy the products
ol American and European heavy Indusiries,

Where gountrles sro- still bound (6 imperialism, not misters
of thele own economies end unable to control thelr foreign
gurrEney rosources, 1L (s valin 00 speak of overall planning and
effeptive dovelopment -Such countries canoot take effective
declsions reparding priorittes Bod alloeaton of Investment.
This is the-pogition of countries confined withio the sterling or
franc ereas, whareforeign binks domipats {infnce and Western
mongpolies dommand [oreign irade,

Imparialism uses thesa fetters not only 0 ensure: the oo.
nomic—and hence politcel—subordination of African coun-
frims, but alse (o wunderming progressive  governments  ond
revolotionary | trends. Faced by new impercialist technbques,
natiopal-libaration movements cRnnol. stop at ]:II.'I||ril'."E| Inde-
|'IEIELI:|-EI:Ir.'E' thay mmust |1r|||:|:r:n:| to litveratn fhee nablongl seonomy
By well

When Gulnea dared Lo vole ageinst the French Consgliniion
in 1858, she was facad with sloppage of all ald, withdrawal
of all experiz end other personnel and sconomic blockada by
France. The government of Guinea had i0 choose betwaan sib
misslon (o mperlalsm oF liberation of the economy and tag-
ing revolutiGoary . maasures, bowever (ETEcull, to beeak all
forms of subjection, 1i took tha latter poursa, breaking in 1960
[rony the [ranc areq, establishing i3 ovwn centeal bank and fs-
sudng Ity own currency, [L sallopalized the French banks Us
controlling &ll banking and credit systems,
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Epypls experience contains many exemples of the noed Lo
break imperiallst tles as-the condition fof overall devalopmant
and planning. In 1053, when we needed caplial to overcome
backwihrediness, the Amecicon Embassy 10 Gairo lssued a stata-
mant on the conditons fdr Amerlcan lnvestment o Egyptl
These wers:

L Protectlon agalnst conflscation and expropriation

d, Assumince that tho dnvestor can, |f he wishes, liguidate
thia praact.

1, Provision for rensgnable profits.

4. Accepieile rated of taxation withowul discrimlination

3. Practical social and fabour lagislation

b Stehle soverinment.

Thesa conditons speak for thamsalves,

It refused (o finsince. cobion—Egypt's principal crop. Cur
cradits abroad were frozern, tostop us boying wheat, meidlcines
and armes o dalanca. against the Imperiafist-lnepired leraali
aggresglon. Even the offer ta fnance the High Dem profect
al Assan was withdrawn

The revolutiomary steps taken —natlonalisiog. binks, nsor-
anga’ compentes-aad | the mein-lpdusteies—proved a8 hasic.con
ciffon  and an  upavoldable neceazity: [or starting  eoooomic
developmant; eliminating Sackwardness, and defending na
tonal Independence and the progresstve government against
Imypepkallst agaression,

Even aiter progresslve replmes succeed In breading the ma-
for poongmic es with imperiglism there rémain In varviog
degrass the subversive effects of imparialist domination in the
world market.

True Independence requlies that we o ol concenirate only
on teaditdonal and cash crops; bul divessHy ceops and sxpand
trade actlvity. To overcome dependenca on Impeciallst monopo
fies and the European markets, there musl be diftecl trade pe-
Iattons with the sociallst cooniries. Inmcressed production of
cansumer goods= and Toodsoufls must be apcompaniad by
the making of now peodocts b reduce rellance on exporls,
State monopoly ol Import and export trode {5 essantlal. Co-opa
retinn Between countrles producing the same commodities for
the wiarld marked 5 noctssary 10 raise the internationgl prices
af thess products
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Fornign Trade

Hetwesn 1951 and 1961 rew maoteclal prices—eaxcapiing cruce
all—fell by 331 per cent, but the prices of manuféctures ross
by 3.5 per cent and of machines by 31,5 per cent.

Wa can see the dangers of the domination of intermationsl
capltel over the world market from what happensd [n Ghanas.
Coepa constitutes more than hall of Ghana's [orelgn irede.
Throogh lts control of the world marked, Impéarigiise  de-
pressed the price of cocoa year after yeor, In 1054 it stood ol
58 cants per pound, 1n 1955, 37 cents, 1o 14592, cents, o 314964,
18:3 oents,

Dr. KEwame Mkrumah points out in his boolk Meg-colontafism
thal whilke cocos |-_.|_'||-:_'.'.||_'Ii-.'.-|| ross [rom Z10.000 tons 1o 15954
te HB0000 ten years lnter, the total proceeds of the sals aotual-
ly dropped from £85%5 milllon to £7F milllon, "85 per cent of
Ghana's volume of trade ramalned with the Jmpecialist West™

Thus, dominating world markels, imparialism can axhawst
the peaple's vast efforts to increase productton, [rustrate de-
'l,'l!'l.l:'lpillﬂlll ;ll_:l.j:.:,', increasse poverty and decrease the raturn
from laboor. The diffleulties thus created by them are used by
imperialism, and 1% agents (o drouse-disconfent and (o puot
the blame G the 'plll;-lil: seclor and sociallst deas,

Artificiel depression of prices |s the material base on which
impecialism malies (o spread digsatiafaction aid lack of confi-
dence, The paople do not feel o rapld litprovement 1o thaie Hiv-
ing standarda. It s vital to explain ihe redsons snd sources of
the difficuities and 0 mobiliss the working ||EE-[J||’-.'.

Eqgnitable Distribution of Galns and Sacrifices

To ensure mass support It i5 essantial 10 aeideve: motecial
#ains for the massas that they can see, especially in the fm
mediate |;|-:'.-:-I-i]1-:£r_:];||:::||_||3|1|_:|3 period. Al this stage lmperiallem
is foroad to glve up some of its goins, and 1t 15 lioportant
ithat the distribution of soch gains should be just, without
favouring any particular claiss o gproup: The relative Increass
Of natiopal Income should banefti tha wopking mosses and
raise thelr lving stendards,

Al thie same thme the people must be fully consclous  that
tiiese gains are tha frults of political Indepoancencs, This oeed
for political education applies especially fo the youth, who asn
rile dld not fully realise what life was llke under oolonlalism.
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This |s where the role of the Party comes o, sod the tasks
of lis leading cadres, The Farty must explaln to (he massss
how notional liberatlon bas botternd thely ot and owaloen
them to the now horizons which opes oot bafors them.

Bui these horlzons can only be gained al the cost of streno-
pius efforts,  Short-sighted propaganda which promises egsy
selotions to the problems of wnderdevelopmant, repld achiave-
ment of prosperity immediately  afier  independence, will
defeat s object and negate the effect of even those gains
which hayve been won. In this way axpectitions are dissppainiagd
and iilusions shatiered, The people do not valoe sven such
galns a2 have been achiéved, comparing thele dondition nol 1o
what existed before independence; bul with tha dazzling ple-
fure that had been presented to them, They lose confldence
in the system and regard i€ as a falluve; they fesl they have
i cheated. Naturally, hostile Forces take advantage ol saeh
fealings to alteck the povermment.

A -glmllar mistake 15 made by some lsading olflcials when
tiay resort o oxdeseraled claims, Issulng inllated figures of
production and claiming achievements that ate ohvipnsly false.
This also undermings: public confldence. [For exsmpls, the
UAR Informvation departiment Essuisd a4 Mim about the agraclan
reform law, showing the “new- peasgot” livine io -a villa of
many roeoms, sgdng ey Ioods, dressed In foe  clothes,
Bt Everyvona Enew this wis an absard examgaration, and S0
iha filin mat with gproat disapproval, The law (teel! was maode
fitn of. Forces hostile io the revolution took adventege nof the
film forr their own MIPPOESs,

Where galns are made, these should be associated in people’s
iminds with the government end lis policies—not merely as &
natural sequencs of events, This will help @ oeally the pesople
around thelir leaders

Home 1|Ij||g.12-u lend 1o &8 cloeavage betwesn (he masses and
iielr political leaders. Often austarity moasures bave 0 be
catled for, to provide caplial aocumnlation for the expansion
il production, especlally industeial production. For oa time,
EElns -In Imocome hawe (0 e postponad. Bul, at the same tima,
nac-coloniallsin  creates patterns of so-called prosperliy 6
fertain reglons of Afrlca. These are meant 1o bea shop-windows
lo adverilze the alleged attrattions ol caplialism and ol ool
Iebaratlion with Imperialism, & felegped “prospercity'”, inchpebls
af enduring, 18 crested. Atd, gramis, loans; surplis U050 [rm
pfl’.llfll.ll'.lh.. pie  wrd pooried dn and the market TNoodedd with




consumer goods, Fronch parfumes, English weollen goods and
American cars are held up as evidence thet cepltalist methods
ard collaboration with the West are hetter than embarking
on lodapendent development sod indusirialisstion, with all
thie prohlems and hazards that they Involve,

But the recent econaoilc collapse tn the Lebanon—held up
g5 g model of capltatist  prospecily”—1=2 evidence of the shaky
basis of his propagandp. Bevolutionorfes mast expose  this
fulse plocture of "prosperity”™ which heaafits only a privileged
minority and 15 hostlle to the peopls, We must show ap the
[Mimsy basls of thelr “successes™ and how, In some of thesa
countried sven the sularies of civll servants depend on Western
B 114

Bevolutonery  govarnments-and parties mugst mobillse the
masses by explaining. without exaggeration, thim Hilns and the
[jla'_u-:_ eoavine theim that the poad o progredss lies I:II'J]!.-'
through development and planning, winning thelr suppor for
Lhe outloak and policy of fhe leadersiip.

Ty the Africesn mind, |.I'I:||.'IE.-'I|'I:J":': -:E.’ip'-::"l:u.' IO mMeRNIEs PEivl
gy, Caplialist Tivms obbain privileges and concassions, car
tain  commercial firms monopollse impacks. and: exporis. Tha
whilte man enjoys alk the-privilegss and rights of which the
“nativos'™ arn depflved, and thare 15 discriminkgilon in Weges,
housing, and every Held,

IF; -alter Indepapdance, the naw Afeican PO ETS-thiet-De taloa
over ool only the top positiong bul akso all the  privileges
that wsed to gpo with them, such as high woges and betler
living conditions, o rift is bound to develop bebween the mEssss
and fhe natlopal feaders, The people will consider thid
the new |eaders -heve meraly taken over, |:.'II:lIJg|I on & smallar
scale. the role ol the colonialists. It wodld not be suepreising,
then, I e masses were passive and  [soleted, and Tailed o
delend 1he ruling power In the face of an attock.

i

It 5 partdcolaely, Important in developlng countriss (o Set
a-gond example of austerity one tho part of publioc men, as
# cornersione of the strength and securlty ol the state: I &
few intellectuals snod Lo officials 2Oy putrageoas J0van
tapes and live extravagantly in paloges with luxurioos cars,
i, this bs bound 0 lead (o dissatisfacton oo vlew of the
wasl discrepancy betwesn suoh condifions: and (he |ow stand-
ards of  lving [0 UFE‘E'DP:TIH countrias |'.'|-'EI'I|LIﬂ||'|- thils mst
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lgad (o the collapse of patlonal unfty and the allenstion of
tha people from the povemmment.

Calls for “austerity” will be ridiculed by the maszes i this
meredy means mofd privileges for politicians, statesmen and
coplialists, Austerity must, in the first place, be applied o
pracizely such people, not io the workors ond peasants who
have slways suffered deprivation

Class Motives and Characteristics

fmparialism seéks, In g own lnleresida, lo creaie & privi-
legad olass whose economic position and [utuee Is linked with
the West, a class which enables [mperialism to dominate a
deaveioping country. Gabon 15 8 striking l'-!.l.r'll":'l|'||F'. 1he j:ll.'l].'ll.lh';-
tiom is less thon hall a million, bat thers 5 o8 parliamenl of
i5 members sach geiting 185000 francs & year. Workers there
garn Vi Trancs a year o thelr hard labour,

In Dalimey, G0 par cant of the naliGoad Gcome goss 10
paying the zalaries of officials.

such policies =0 -4 revoll ol the peapie iy Congo | Brarza-
'l-'||5.E']. whem the former Président Youlon béghn buliding him-
salf a palace [0 the style pt Varssilles, Importing materials
for this project by aiveralt, ar e expense of thia swall and
paor naton,

Simtlar extravagant tandencles, If allowed in countrles un-
der progressive soverpnipents, can only resuly dn the drifting
awiy of the people; exposing the governmenl 10 Besy althcks
by hostlle forces.

O ooupse, even under progressive regimes, thera are cer-
taln examplas of extrovaganiés and privileges though these
differ in degrese. Thess are often justified on the grounds of
r'l?il'.:ll':.' and necessity. I is sald that developing oouniries badly
et lecholcal and adminlstrative persomnel 6 divect the
stite machinery snd produciion operetlons; The shoo of
qualified people makes [f necessary 1o akiraet them by offer-
ing certabn Inducements and peivileges. Thoara s soma tewth
in thly argument. but If certaln privileges are necessary n
the Intareats nf npramnting  development, theasp mnst he
within reasonable lmits, in conformity with the parcticoloe
agonditions of the scongmy, snd onderstood And -approved by
the people.

Another matier reguiring attentlon Is the parmowlng and
pvantual abaliting ol dilfférspces belwean own dnd counbry
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tifien the reverse |5 the cese. The clties Increase In wealth
and thele rosldents acguive more rights, il the counteyside
remalns backward and {ts Inhabitants: m podrarty, This ks o
eaal danger to prograssive reglmes, for the countryside is the
najor fortress against hostlle foeces

Class Siropggle amd Demoeraey

Which are the forces that are for the cevilution and wihich
are agalost WP A correct answer to thls gueston 15 essential
for the defence of the revolublonary regime. 1 answering 1
ong must bear In mind the twodold charscier of the: pevoda-
tion, natlonal as well 45 social, One most remember that while
the answer must be proecise, 16 nikdsl alao fake Into acooont
the characteristics of dilferent classes In society, Gnd the Tacl
that #llgnments may change with I:|'.-I'.||'.gllll.=. ponditions, noi
only within the country boat also internationslly.

We must also distingulsiy which are the main [oroes of Uhe
revolution, and which subsidiary. Someilmas representatives
of suhsdiary forees, usually of & wavering and hesitant tvps,
mey penafrate inth leading positions, That is why ong has
witnessed seactiopsry -coups and movemeanis emerging from
wifliin the ranks o7 The hain progressive party and S
leadership

Malion and Cliks

Some Alrlcan lesders and thinkers maintain thel African
societies are homogeneous, withool class  divislops. Glass
struggle iz repudiated, or ot any rfote undecestimated

Huch” views are breed on the observation that African so
clefies nre pot sharply divided along- ©lass lines on the
European pattern.

All the same the Intermal struggles in the new siatos are
of a chass patuee, and this 1= clear from the violent dizagree-
nents followlng independénce owver sich Ss0es BS the cholce
af the way of development, the stepping up of political and
ideologioal strugele, thes clesh betwesn soclalist eod anil-
soginlist trands: There afa conflicts between different partles,
or between dilferent currents within & one-party system-—-sach
current or pary having a8 programme and ootlook whose
contents reflect spacilic ¢lass Intepests, Oflen what-appear 0
be tribal conflicts conteln class motives and [hotors

Such struggles show that Africon societles are metoring,
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bringing class strogele o the lore as the maein and decisive
alement In determining the fotore, Mor should one overlook
the Internatlonel character of impearlallsm and the polarisation.
onm A world scale, of ol siuggahe.

& ¢lass outlpok is epssentlal for the defence of the revo-
lofion: To think only ln terma-of “the netlon a5 0 wiola'™, o
apan the doors of the “matlandl union®™ o all withoot BECHED
fhon, can weeck the tevolution, It wes illosions of this sort
which enabled Syrian reactonary lorces, occupyving lemding
pasitions in the Matlonal Union to o strike & blow at cevolo-
tirmary anity by the secession of Syrla in 1861 The lesdership
Of tha Epyptian revolution hastened to distinguish friends—
the alllence of the working peopla.. the poasants, workers,
sofdlors-and “non-exploiting™ national capitallsm®—{rom foes

~tha alliance of fendalizm and ceplinlizm.

Eij}DﬂEHtS were removed from the main posts o political
And meEss organsations. It was laid dovwn that in agricaliiri
co-operatives elght oot of ten membars must own less than five
feddans, and helf the seats ln Pecple's Counclls wers gilocaled
to workers and jreasants, Such moasures frosteated p]-jt_.-s
apainst the people: aof the UAR from wwithin and withouwt.

The "New Capitalist Class"

In & previons ers (e capltalist class led many natonal
revalutions mnd developed the economy and-Indosiciallzed 1
Today the African capitalist class can no longer do these
things ar play a declsive part In fighting mperiallsm, espaclally
alter independencd. Instead it seeks 0 collaborabe with lin-
parialism as the junjor pariner o opposing the -socialist
trands pow merging with nationallson This s because this
class cannol stand up o competition with the International
moapopdliss, and hes aoguired a speculative and parasitlc
character,

The neo-coloniglisis know this aod wse B L0 goes all ool
Lo win gwer the African bodrgeolsie, to corrupt i by conceding
some crumbs of investment profits, commercial agencles, com-
mlssiond, and posidons af branch mopagements and diced
torships

0f coursa tha forelgn monopolists look for agents among

" Monsaxplolting naplialism ks 5 polificol tocm &
menning tho margeoiuie, oo Cof o the
Lhe Saclallat Unhon.

of | alllnmce  withis




those who in ong way or another ook part in (e national
movemants, those among the merchants, bureancrats and in
lellecingls whoo are not regarded g5 hosilla o the revolution.
The imperialists gradoally transiorm sach peoplé Ints Gppo-
nents of soclalism and the non-capitalist path. When mors
revoletionnry maasures oare taken, elements Hks this become
mare hostile, et sswally they pretend toosupport the govern-
ment. walting for o chonce for treachery, Meanwhils  they
fwold putting theld capital Into prodoction oF stahle projects,
gonoentrate on Speculation, bribecy Tor imparl parmils, monop-
aolles and the lke. They are nob, as ware the “clagsical bour
genlsis” In the past, Interested In fghilng fendelism and lis
ldeplogy and in devaloping industry. Instend they seak o
earich thamselves through the sbuse of state power. The naw
capliallst clpss is oot to legalise robbery, speculation, black
miarketeering, bhrtbery  and “*eommis=ions” Irom contracts and
foreign aid.

Such pardslies and bourgeols slemants 4re a grave danger
to independence. Adventurous-and freacherous; and to tolécais
them in leading polfical and ecsoomic positions: can -:l|||.'_-.'
lead 1o dissatislaction among the people and create a situation
of unrest, fertile =zall for conspleacies.

IF 5 1the ckass polues af -capitalism, not s -size or weasiih
that fends 0 dangar. Mot thot natlonal capitallsm s neces-
sarlly hostile; hut its representatives should not ba permitted
o pceupy leading places; they musl pordicipiie in tha neibonal
dlllance only undar conditlens that athow the workers and
peazants the flnal say- and the maln Influence. Economically,
capitallst Interests must be subording led (2 those of (he pablic
sactor and the national plan. and opportunities of private
aooumulation of capital must be Hmited.

Hete, we must distinguizh bateeesn prodoctive caplralism
—{. g that which takes part in production activitdes and may,
with the above [mitations, be engouraged; and paresitic cap-
[tatism-=[. a, that which vses its capital 0 wnspecified, non
productive ways,  The latter shownld be  lgiddoted and its
activitias takan aver by the public sector.

The Intellecinals
Usnally the intellectuals- have oocupled & prominent part

In the Afelcan savolution. The feudalists were discredited in
the couorsa ol the fahi agalnst Impecdalism: the bourgeolsis
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whs very wenk: theers wereé [ew mass organtsailions No slogla
class was In power. The orying nesd [or educated peopla In
galitieal, pconomelc ko cultiral work, the more 20 16 conditiong
whor new production fechnigues cell [or scientific rainimg,
has led to o premiom bdng pliced on lntellectunls-—compira
ihe formation of 8 “Students’ Government'” during the early
slages af lndependesnce In (he Cohgo—1e groap  sometines
ralarred to as “the alite™. Certainly the intallectuals ocoupy a
pozition of influence over the masses, and shaps the forms of
political thought.

Most af these iotellectoals, aducated under impecialisc mils
and often grontsd scholarships to lmperlalist coontries; are
imbied with bourgenis ideps and help 1o propagaie such (deas
among the masses. Soma ol them ars ralated to the sociaily
privileged clossas. Inberiting the positions formerly ocoupled
fy colonialist authorities they were encouraged In thelr
rapitalist aspirations and (b urge 0 seek pecsenal power aned
privilegas,; to lsolate themsslves from the peaople's movement
and shon publle supecyision.

w0 dodbt there ds much In common betwesn tha drive of
the bourgeolsie io cling to its capital and its speciallnterests,
and thet of the pursaucedacy 1o hang on 1o s privileges,

Mag-colonlelsm iz very conscious of the possihiilties of win-
ning. over this sectiop of the [niellectusls by waglng ldeo-
logical and psychological wartore. Too [feading 1LS. cold war
strateglst Meyers calls for a8~ comprehkanslve sirategy’” to chm-
bot "Communist end netionaliss ideas”, Derlght B, Yassal, head
Ing A Spocial commiftbe on this -subject tn the TLS. Sonate
detlared that “words and jdeas are just as important as bread
and rifies',

Hence gopérons  provision 1s made [ar many  scholacships
in the lmperialist countries. Culhoral exchanges are encour
agad: Afvlean markets are flooded with magazines, news-
pEpers, reporls. reviews: and bnlleilns. Mission schonls are
apened, Western broadensting statlons davd bedmiad oil Alrlca
—guch a8 the Volee of America, 781 hours a week, and the
BRG, 00 hooes:a wesk, Foreign o8ws nppencies oporate o
Alrice, Imperfalist Information centres; icked by layvish funds,
have 238 branches in 10% towns. Then there are the Moral
Hearmament Movemenl; the American Peace Sorps, the Franol
Vialintears f[or Prigress and Innumesable - misslonarles

Thess infloences, directed particularly at the intelleciopls,
surrgund the Afelcans on 4l sides, Rom o mlssion séhoals and
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universities staffed wi.i Westarn personnel, ‘to the foreign
owned Afrlcan press, eadio pnd closna.

All theas influences arn bitought o bear by tha |'|||_1£|_-'|||_i:*_~."_:_~;
in &an atbempl to Imposs bourgeots and aoti-African tdses
Historical end especielly Africen pealltles provide svery op-
portunity (o cornier thesa desfroctive infloences snd win ghe
Afcican Intelléctunls and middie clpsses for the cansa of lib
eration: Hut oor patriotic governments must understand the
Importance of theory and make sirenuous efforts o counter!
thesa poisonous and destructive campoigos of the mperlalists
Thiey should set up national news sgencles: and strengthan
the  pnatlons]l orgens of Informeation and propagandsa TF 1s
necessary W reform educationnl syllabi and supervise cultwral
anil publishing activitdes Vanguard governmenis shopld oo
ordinate thelr efforts o protect the peoples of the liberated
countries from Impecialist [dealogical [nviasion

Sncial consciousnass relliacts sooinl conditdens, Hying stoand-
ards, work in production. Yat it 1z relatively Independent.
Eapecielly in econamically pnd socialfy bacxward counicies,
aocial tonsclousness 1s o positive and effective factor, acting
as o motlve forca of development.

Poasants: and Workers

The peasents ace the main Torcs belind: the oatlonal move-
mant. The workers, in allinnce with the peasants, #re tho
driving force of socialist (ransiormeiion.

The countryside is the hastion of the ravolulon,

A reactionary coop d'état depends on & handful of armed
mean. They seize the radlno slation, the prezldentlal residence,
the alrporl, the ministries, the headgoarters of the govarning
party. All these places are concentrated In the capital

If the government has "shrunk™ from a country-wids pres
gnce,. cutting off the oity Ioom the 'I.=I:I:'I'r‘;E' gnd the town-
dwallors [rom the poszants, and the whole country  becomas
the capital only, then the overthrow of the progmessive regilme
woold be exiremaly arsy. A-geng of rdyenturers could cap-
ture power without difficaliy, [or the notidnal-liharation reglnie
hes oot the arterles connecting it with the countryside. But
I the revalution has exiended 1o cover the whole coumntry,
arganising and mobilising the peasants, |0 seould be unbssail
able, Any coup which captured the capital would find {ts=l
surraunded;, an =land o oa =ea of hostiy,
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Fellowlng ndepandense: e libecation forces - inherlt & gil-
uaiion of rarel backwerdness and' neglect. Any eocomopic
development has besn pesicicted o the owns and ooastal
reglons, towards which the population drifts, in ssarch of
relatlvely higher wages, |eaving the farmlands short of lebour.
The progréessive forees, considering Indostrialization a racicol
solotion of their problems:, tend (o nagloct agriculiire oand
fall o reach g proper balance betwesan the two ssctors.

Serlons consequences can Dllow.

In the oity are doncaniratod not only most state executive
bodies, bat also trade, finance and Industriel actvities,

In' the countryside, the role of the Party ocontracrs; |0 be-
comas (solated [rom the pedasants.

Unamployment problems are agpraveted by tha dolft of
peazanis to the towns, In search of betier wages and wrban
Tacliities

Agrarian problems multiply becanse of growing mural pov-
erty, and the prevalence of subsistentg Tarming.

The conflict belwean town and counlry bacomes siarper,
a5 the towns{olk dincceasingly enjoy the galons of the revo-
lutlon while the peasant mwaskss @re deprived of them:

There & no peoper Wlaoce of exchangs bedween own and
country. [odustrial prodedtion ls- sifected bacausa the masses
lack purchesing powers Urban growth Isads to lncressed con-
gumer  demand [or foodstuffs o and raw moatecials, boat the
countryside 'l declining and unoble to meat. (liese deamands.
The goods have to be imported, and this slows down capiial
acoumulation for Investimenl in prodoction

All these things lead (o possivity and [ndifferance among
tive peasants and creste a climate of diseffecton and rebel-
llon, The revolution loses (0= principal olly and the soll §s
prapared [or countec-revolution

The Workers

A number of faotoes have bnpeded the development of the
Afrtcen working class and lnited the trade uniopn movemesn
10 eqonamie strogeles. '..'hl.'.l.'ll."g-' the orgaoised workers wors
those employed in gouvernment entarprises and utilicles. In
the mines, migrant labowr prevails and workers ceturn fo-their
villages whan thelr teroy of coniraot s over COften bourgenls
politital parties dominate the worker's organisations. gnd fm-
perlallst polioy has bean to divert the teade unfon movaments
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from parvtlcipating {n the noflonfl-lbaration stroggle, Thess
Featres of the Afrlcen labhour movemeant In many countries
led 0 o tondency towards reformilsm and opporbanlsm, oo
pabitical climete seturated with capitallst [daas

The greales) revolufionary straggles ol Africa, conlronilng
hiastile Torces with revolutionary violence and warlave, have
e conducted by the explotted peasants, Algaria lost 10000000
meriyrs,. Kenva 200060 and Madagascer HOUUD n  ermed
strugiles ol the peasants [oc lbecty and indopendence. 16 was
the Africen peasant who forced the imperalists to changa
over tn pneo-cplaoniaiisl metfiods, (o concede paliticel Independ
ance. As long os Alrican ‘struggless are mainly of a patlonal
liberationist chargcter, the peasants form the principal army
of the revaluiion and i(he coonieyside 15 the battlefleld.

Aodiatoctical, sclentific appronch Is nooded (0t peotdem
of clees feadership. 1t 48 nalve: and dogmatic to maintain—
generalising from conditions jotally different 1o those In
Africa=— that the working class muist necessardly lead national
ravolutionory strugglas, It has bean ohsapyed thal this gen
eralisafion has been repeated In pelation o countries whare
a wicking class hardly seists: On the other hand, we should
not'{all into tha  other extreme ol asserting, as did Frantz
Fanamn, thet "in cologdal counlries, theaoly revalutionary rlas=
i= the peosnotry",

In any casa, this guestion i=s:subject to evplutdon; depending
o aanditions  in each counley and the stage 3 i n. HEJ’.-E]’-EI.]!.".
thiet poisants ace the princlpsl Torce o che national revolutiong
ha workers In soctallst fransformaticn. For the letber stage,
thie working ciass, belng In @lose connectlon with modern
perudetion with [ts social character, is the natural leader
lts oclose connectlonm with the most advanced medans of
producilon ennbles the working clnss to assimilate tha ideology
ol scientilic soclalism and put it into practios to win sncialism

Perhaps the duel character of the Afrlcan revolutlon with
its notionnl and social aspects has led (0 spome conlusion.
Cartalnly both workers and peasants are the two maln focces
of the revolution, Hui, Indispotable facts show, despite the
growing Importande of (he indesteial worklng olass, that the
decisive battles o the histery of the continent, which brought
ghoul o g twirning paint in the liberation movement, cesolbsd
dirsctly from peasant stiuggle and thus the task o0f defending
prograssive reglmes falls malnly on the peassnts,

That {5 why It l= 50 important (o avold concenteating abl
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forces on e cily and oeglecting tha peasant baston In the
countryside, allowing the gap between urban and rural [ving
standards 10 swlden, and shrinking the government mto the
clty, A progrissive regimo which makés these ermdrs §5 open
ing the way to Its own overthrow:

Demooracy

I:I.em|-;_|._'rr;||;!.lI ln both Its social and poelitieal aspects, & the
ey to tha problems of netonel acton for progress, the source
from wihich the revolution draws 115 forces and eneregles, will
mobliise the worklng masses and express thelr asplrations,

The soclal sspect of democracy deserves more attention
from rovalutionary democrats, i comes prior to the politcal
aspeot. Wa canoot preach 10 the peasants that they shookl
tale part freely in politicel activity while they ara fetterod
by Teudal relatfons which fopces. them 2 sabmilb io thise
who employ theom.

Cur concept naturslly differs from the patiern of [ormal
mourgecis parliamentarism offered by the West, which hes
riepedtedly demonstrated ity wosuitaldlity. Tor Alrlcan soil—1the
lafest example: being | the collapse of the Western-lmposed
pattern In MNigera

Egvpt's Mational Charter delines the Tealures of ppoples
democracy a8 follows:

*First—Polltdcal dambi rady cannol be separalad Tron social
democracy, No cltizen can be regarded as frae to vote unless
he 1s piven the following three poaraniess:

— He should e Iree [rom explodtation Inoall s borms.

Hao should anjov an  egoal oppoctunity o have a Tair
shire of the netlonal wealth.

— His mind showald be Eres Feom all anxialy Hkely to apdar-
mine the sacurity of his Hfe in the fobore™*

Just as the avallability of Toxury poods is not an evidepca
of prosperity, 5o the existence of mors then ona party doas
not prove tho exdstencs of democrscy, This B primariiy &
fuestion of power) in essencs, a gquestion of class:

If poower B troly In the hapds of the workers gnd peasants
—the broad ofling masses who e Lhe malnstay of e 5a-
Honal movament and ol socialist transformation—then therd
is 0 force capable-of defending end malntaining this powar

101




1t s not epcugh foe the leaders (0 proclafm that they repro-
sinl the working mosses 0l the people, The workecs and
FIL"il'?-H.I'.I[E- must be convinced from their own F.'Z“-:]:-I‘.'.':EI'JE{‘. chat
tha E!-'S'LE':I] .":'E;-['EEF."I'Il:‘% thelmn, protecis thelr Interests, seeks 10
zalapuard rheir foture and pealise thele asplrations far 8 hatise
life

|:|r_:.;.rII||_I “pood Inténtions” revolutionsry |BEdersolp may fall
victim to Imperinlist, capbtalist:and gpporfurist peassures 1o
permit cerlain sections advantagas  and |:'I'-|-'|||'-H-\.!-“- ar e
fxpensa of the masses of the people, They may teke such
positions under the peesistenl peessures direcied by | Eroupa
In kay ;:-|_11||||_'i|| and economic posilions, CIRle coanfer-prassurg
iz felt, becanse It [ dispersed malnly in the countryside,
far from the enives of politics] actlvity. Worse still i the
patrty and executive orpanisailons are [nefficlent, absorbed in
buraducracy OF evarn E-EI.l_TI‘“.:'I!.l.E-l potivities

This can asrve o cal off the |I':'IEL|T.-I'H|.|._,Z- Iram the pEDpRia;
and unless 10 can beeak oot of such ancirciEment 15 position
will bocome precarious. In Egypt, meactdnary. forces hivo
tried persistently io-isolate the revolutionory lesdership. They
haves nod succeeded, beoause 'the leaderablp (4 indeed revolo-
tionary And has always been &hle 10 vanew 15 nks with the
maosses—bui this does mot mgan that the forces of reaclion
will I_.-|.'|.'F! up thedr -EI[|E|.'I'I'|'.IL-'|

The Ferty Bmd the Sinte

Fallowing Ikeration, and comiog Infio controd of the ".'I'|:'I5_.,'[-
dal™ state machinary, with all &5 adthoclly and power, the
new leadershlp often redorts toa short cut”—thot of fmpoesing
decislons rom  above, through sdministrative actlon. Lar
tan leaders think or belhave in terms of the concept af domi-
nation by ihe "anlightened, creative minority” over the “back
ward, slugetsh masses". Such {dess of an “elita" are popular
with Wagtern-inlluenged iniellectuals, [=olated from thelr own
peaple, who refuse to eccept critclism from collesgues or to
yiald to opposition from the. psople

Llsally, the ddvent of Independence (5 ot dcoompaniad
by tha withdrawal of coloniafist civil servants. Becouse of
shorage of frained and experisnced administrative stall, these
alficials are kept oo to train ndigenods personnal. Gseally
they try to “traln™ them in thelr-own outlook and behawour
of moptempt for “natlves” and worship of eaverything forelgs
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They are |oloed by axports Impoctod [rom capltalist countried,
anid some Afridans who have besn educated in the Wast

Top state officials sre influenced by such elements o =es
wacfal [_lr-:}l_l]f‘:l:uﬁ with the distorted vizion of capllalis pl'cjll
dices and servility B0 impadiallsm—1ihe more so since many
of thess top officiais themselves wene formarly  junior - em
ployess undaer the Imperlalists: Thelr motives In seeking (nde-
pendienog were 10 ke over the peivileged positlons ocouplad
by the [érelgnérs rither than (o change the socinl system.

A spontansons grooping- takes place, compelising a sectlon
il the |local -capliatist  clasa, reactlonary  Inteliecigais and
oppartianists who bave wormed their way Into lolfleential staie
pasttions,

Heactlonary clvll servants cen sabotege any revolutlonary
government policy which they think does nof conform with
thelr  Imterests or views, by progcasilestion and  debays,
shifelding themselves behind the inteicaclies of warlous Liws
Infigrtted from tha past.

In: Egypt. [ortooately, oo cendlation: did oot depend [or
the lmplementation of ity pollcies, laws end measeres, on the
old borgaucracy, but on new organs direcily pttached to the
Presidency, That ensupsd, for sxsmpie, | that the forces en
lristed 10 mplement such ) eydlulionary mopsares as  the
fprarlan Reform  LCow owere  themeelves composed of lowal
anthusiasis,

Instead of Lhanding over implementaflon of -policy to tha
#alsting bureaucraoy, a revolutlonary government on coming
io power should take measures to ensure that the sxecutive
really serves [he revolullon. This will s done accordlng (o
tha conditions of each country, but some [mporiont genecal
principles apply everywhare.

It 15 mecessary to rid the sdministraton and ‘civil sarvice
of thelr ald, colonlatist-appolnted, hepds,

There must be streicl Party conteol and supervision without
turnine the Poarty ioto o brioch of the governmant. Revolo
tHionmary cadres must be tralned and glven responsibdiity.

The workers must take part In the mepnegement of publlc
prajacis, and sell-manigremént scheames encouraged, so that
i masses take more and mire iImportant responsibilities 1o
productiom and public services,

Stepa should be taken to lsolate reactonary and wneeligble
proups and closs elamenls

Rencting tha boiirgedls conceptlon of "-1!:|'|.:||':|!|||:1 if pnwu_:-r':"
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g unltary authority must be established—the power of tha wark
Ing peoplo. Bual concEntration of powsar in the hands of a .'-:il'lgh?
individus] must be avoidad,

Collective suthorlty must be relnforced, (0 counter the dan-
gars of a4 cult:of tha [ndividual dewsloping =in faci o calt of
power—with -gll its harmfol resilts and its accompanying hy
pocrisy, deception and opportonism. These were revealed by
the Ghana events-and the sudden switch of loyelties by Minis-
ters, army genernls and parly lenders

Top fevel gowvernment work muost be considered as a form
Al milltant wetion. It calls [oF sacetfices, dedicatlon, conlent-
mant with modest safarles and setting astde of ambitions [or
personal pains and privileges. The Party must allocats poopls
who mest these regoirements o SEafe depariments, and check
on thedr work within thele Barty organtsations

The Armed Forces

The army and Secority [ofces ooolpy The nost Imporiant
posttlon, in the stote machine: Thaot is why the Imperialists
conceniraie on sacurlng contaot and inlluence in these [oFces

Most apmies In Afrioa were creatad doving the period of o
lomlal pecupatinon 16 S8rveE A5 o potlce farce fior SUPRression
of the peopla

Only three countries south of the Sahara— Sodan, Ethlopia
and Congo [Kinshaes ] —heve armigs sxcerding ten thousand
trpops: Fourteen states- have armies ol less than two . thou
sand. Yet thesa armiecs play an nereesingly  Importan rolg
in politicel confllices,

Most armies 1n Africa did not pacticipate In the n&tlongl
lHberation movemants; indeed they wers used agalnsat rthem.
Often the officers are Eurdpeans,  and Alrican officers are
tralned either in the Imperiallst coumicies of by Waestarn 1n-
giructors. Contempt for clvilians often prevalls in soch arvmed
forcea, logether with disredpect for clvil -authorities on the
prounds that ey ware racently established, Uniike those 1n
Morth Africa, soch armies lack the guoabities  which enable
the armed forces to be a dependable soorce of stability and
progress. in society.

Thrigh thelr military aid, missions and experis, Imperialist
clroles get op flrm relationships with codlain oflicers, ospe-
cially thoss who sarved under them in the past, who took par
I colonial wars and have Acoulred 8 Wedtern milltarist  oot-
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ook, Before withdrawing, the lmperialists try 0. make sore
tlat such men will take over top army positions

In 18964 thare were 3,000 French military sxperts-and In-
struclors In Afrlca, and 1.5%00 Africans weare sent to France
for milliiary  training. Simbarly  thers wers GO0 British army
ukperts In Alrica, and JUO Alrlcans recelvad military traloning
i Britalbn, About 20 per cenl of the army stafl in Glina ware
frminad gt Sandhorst in England, ond Britlsh officers ocon-
tinued 1 hold {op positiens o the Ghana acmy untll 1961,
Ankrah and he othar leaders of theo rgactionary coup wars
tradned by the Hritish

Mo less than 14 African sistes bave agreaments wilth [srael,
o neo-colontalist base, for the tralnlng of thelr armies  aod
ihie supply of arms,

AN lncreasingly Impoctant pole i baing  played by West
Germen imperiailsm in establishing contact with African ar-
migs. The Federal Hepublic of Germeny has conciuded sgree-
menis for the provislon of expeEris and instouciors and other
mifitary ald, with seven African states in the major strategic
regicns af the continent

fll these facts must b borne in mind when we racall all
the recent coups d'tet aimed at replocing the government
In powsr by mllitagy  role, % In Congoo [ Kinshasa ), Ghana,
Dahormey, Nigurla, and' the Central Africen Repoblio,

Sometimes | IE {5 stigeestad that these daggears should b
puarded agalnst by Keeplng the svmy out of polliics and po-
litlecs: out of -the army. This Wesiern concept 15 -;||.|ilr‘: Lasnile-
hle for Alrican conditions, where the army hss an impartant
riole to play after Independence. It is quite patural for the
Imperialiats to want the army, which It nesds for colonial
wars, Lo he "||-.'-r--pr||||||-.~|l". 1T the soldiers of the Impoariakist
countries acguired poltical comsciousness they would never
ngrée to take part in such wars as those In Vietnam, Alperls
and the tripartite sgeression against Egypt, or to becoms
!.EIJ]:.-h.'I:hIEl' for the sake of the Impefjalist monopolies.

Foliticnl consciousnass: In the armed forces of the develop-
ing countrles s a guarantes of thelr participation in the [ihera-
tion movement and in reconstroction

Imparialism wants soldiers who are homen robois operating
advenced weapons, bt the people's Interests demand thal o
army men are politically-conscions citlzens, aware of tha
cirinkry’s problems dand helping to solve themn,

The concept thal when the army enters politlc: It does 30
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to Impdse 1bs an podot of siew with s weapons, overlooks
the fact thet national armies are mpde ap moinly of the sons
of the working people, If some armies have been used to
givike ab the masses and suppress the national movement,
Lthis was nol becaise such armies had taken pact 1o |_|l.'!l|.t1ll:5..
but pracisely bacause they were excludod oo polltics, sid
subjected o mechanical trafning, rvequiring onthinking dis-
cipline, The attempi ln Ghana to exclude the army from po-
litics had Just the opposite affect to what was Intended.

In ‘many Afrlcan countriss the role of the armed forces mada
the revolulion possible. In addifion to the role of the army in
Egypt, there wes the positive army-action io Zanzibar, paving
the way for the progressive Repubile of Tanzanla. There was
glso the example of e acined forces In Congo | Brazzaellie],
who refused to carry dut ex-president Youloo's orders (0 open
fire on tha demonstrators before the presidentiol palace, thus
Torcing hlm o restgn.

Certain  basic pollcies- shoold ba followed by progressive
govermants bearlng o mind tha experianiés of Exypt, which
irled to give the army a palttice] sducation and break the barrier
between the milltary [orces and 1he popular meEssas,

Folifleal education dnd  aetivity aro-among the prindlpal
subjects (o the trainiog of cilicers and soldisrs, who, follow
ing the reyolitlon and the July 1961 sarles of social lEws wea
aiven the right to vole aond ara inclmded in §he revaltinnary
allience of working peopla.

The army parilcipeies in peodoction side by side with the
workers - and pessants [as ab (he Aswean High Dam, miliitary
Taclorles peoduging consumer goods, and o [and reclamation
projects), thus strengthening the ties between the soldlers
and the working people.

A national militia shonld be set up; and placed under army
command o avold possible conllicls,

Afriocan countries shonld avold dependence on the West for
arms ond fraining, especially of Staff Officers.

Folitical Organisation and Mass Mobllisation

All the tasks referred to sbove are the responsibility of
thiz Bevolutionary Perty, the leader of the struggle for libera
tlon and the bhullding of soclallsm, Unce a correct |:|I'.l|l-:'.[.' has
been worked out, everything depsnds on orgenlseilon, [n the

words of Felix Moumle, "Every Afrfcan wishes 1o ba [ree, bul
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the strength of the peoplo chnnot be vealised unless: it is
organised'’.

T'ha pariod sfier Iodependeance, with s many r_";mllangea
nnd Increased foarceness of struggle, requires intensive organl-
satin amd mobilisation, It raquoires heightened vigilance on
tha part of the revolutionsry lesadership, faced with mounting
rasistance from noeo-colonlalizm and Trom o sections within
thi country whio copslder [origal independance the final gonl
and appose measures [or radlcsl rapformation of soolety.

Mstnity within the national movement usually follows (he
paining of independence.

Thare Is n widespread Ides that, Its alm accomplished, the
national movement has no feether purposa. The  assumptlon
of power |3 s8en as o substtute foc parly organissdion and
the Fank and [fe lends to disintegrate.

The stroggle spalnzt direct Impariaiist conteol has compeslied
all the netlonal [orces 0 winloe, bl with the coming of
Independonts Iniomal conflicts break out over which path
af devalopment 4o fallow. Thare are stroggles for power and
ovar the disteibution of posis laft vachnt by Tha - departure of
the colonfalists: Dizunity b the o levels aggravatas disinte-
gration (hroughot

IT difficiltles: of developmani form the escopnomio basis Tor
coutter-ravolotionnry - actlvitdes, organisaiionol taxity  croeates
i political climate for thelr sucoess

A& pevolutionary teadershlp which fails to recognisa Facis
lge - thess 18 puttinge a noose around (18 own nack and handing
the pope 1o the spemy. Only mass orgenisation and persistent
mobllisation can guarantes the safeguarding and extension
of 1he galns af the eopie:

Soma people aoknowledge these fruths thedretically, but do
oot carry them out in practice. They are satisfied with tha
outward forms of preanisston, gathering largs pumbers of
paopla lnto the party by administratlve means, but without
gifpctiveness of actlvity. Sometimes ledadors, overwilsalimed
with administrative work, neglect party aclivity

if all the main Party codres are assignad to state administra-
five duties, and the Stale s madse bo substinte Tor the Party in
pommunicating with the miésses, this cantol it ledad to the
strophy of - the Party.

Oen soame leaders 1ad |Il"c5r1q|u" I eriticism to which
thoy areg subjected [nside the Party, by retreating wlthin ihe
Staie maechinery where they are protecied by discipline and

157




— e —

subordinetlon, Strong and wall-established Paply Saditions,
often lacking in newly-formed partles; are neaded (0 prodocs
lrders willlng 1o acoeptl critlclsm and opposttlion.

Tha PFarty Isadership shoald salways he ahia (o distingalsh
supporiters from enemies st every sitratsgic sloge. [ should
iEnlate hostile groups and paralyse thelr actiyities; mobillse
the working masses by arousing thelr enthnslasm and Ini-
tletlve and treat in-botwean, wvaclllating seciions with stabes-
manship.

i crlieclon for assesslng different social categoriss [b
thedr class arigin (he attiinde of various olasses DWards so-
clal revoldtion o the world of (oday

For example; both in Kiger and in Guinea, réevolutlonary gos-
denmenls were In oflice In Septembar. TH5E- at the time-ol tha
dlgrendums organised by de Gaudfle, and both called upon the
people tor reject the French constitutional proposals In Guinga
a4 per gent voted “No", thus removing the country from the
‘Fronch Commiinity™, Bul in Niger & majority woled agalnst
ihalr govarnment, for neo-colonlslism

Thig happened becanse the Kiger government had taken no
ncilve steps apalinst the feudalists, who retaloed their privl-
leged and their infloence over the vobters. The Gulnes govern-
ment had  plready (o 1857 abolished the previous system  of
tribal chiels daallng A severe blow [o reacelon The adminls-
tratiom was demodriailised by pooviding For tha direct glectlion
af chiefs; raplacing feudalist Infloence-with the power of the
propleE, Aller those revalulionary ciass neEsSUres, Sekon Fourd
daclared;: "The power positions of Fudalism bave collapsed
and tha evils of the countryside are sire to disappear.” This
and the broad activities. ol the Golnes Democratic Party
showad thoir effoctiveness In the 1958 Relerandun,

Af one stege mistakes ware made in Egypt by frying to
achipve class reconcillation Detween soclal forces in & state
of hostlis contradiction. Doring the [est slages of national
ltheration, when hostlle class contradictions had pol emergel,
large sectiong of the patlonal bourgecisie were asttracted to
the national alllance and the Mational Uplon, Bul wo mopihs
after the Joly 1051 decrees laying ths [oundatlons [or the
advance 1o socielam, the forces of reaction copspired fo
oyverthicow the sovearnmant and succeaded in saparating Syria
from the UAH. President Masser polnted oul, addressing the
diloeal Tinlon of Popular Foroes:

T halleve thare wihs one delact in the Notlonal Unlon: we




gave reactlonory forces an opportunlty to inflitrate Into the
Matlonal Unlon and coatrol lts leading poslttong. We had good
imtEniions o tkis, wié wlshed o resolve class strugele through
peacalul means, and establish o sort of peacabul cosxistenca
of classes within the fremework of pationel unity, We pee-
mitied all people o joim the Unlong even reacllonary forces.”

Each declsive measure taken by a reyolutionary government
ancounters resistance from antagonistic elements, [Peil sedo-
tions of which Breeak awavy Trom the revolollon 1o fjoln thoe
opposition

In Ghana, bath open and concenlsd opposifion wWere (rans-
farried t0 the ranks of the Convention People's Party following
the dissolutfon of the United Party in 18934, [n Mell, revolu-
tipnary measures were Tollowed by dan ditempt by reactionary
forces oo July 15982 (o overthrow the legitimate gowernment
in BHaminko. The attempt falled and the government lost no
time in purging 1t3 renks of hostile alemanpts

Thus, it mist be antlcipated that every move by revolutlon
ary forces towards social progress will resull N & change of
altitude by cerlain [orces, Organlsational  steps should be
laken o remove opposition slements from positlons of strategic
importancs, and thus to profect the Pacly.

Few Alrican progressive poariles had clesrly defined pro-
grommes, sspaclally on goestions of social reform. Moany sach
pariies lacked scientific method and a plan {or the-post-inde-
pendence pariod

This characterlstic distinguishes African liberalion imove-
meits feom that of all progressive parties In other countries,
which omime o power with fully elaborated programmes, cover-
ing both political snd soclal aspocts, s wall as gueslions
af sirategy end tactics. This safeguards the stability and In
tegrily of such parties, ecagse all thelir mambers know F!!:n'.i-.':l]'!.'
where they are golng, But most Alclcan porties and Liberdathon
movemants arg in constant svolufion; s each slags of devalop-
menl s renched (he oeed [oF new revolutlonRry steps ls-ap-
parent. These parties actordingly amdnd and esténd (hély
programmes, it groups within them lag behind, Eithor thay
briok with thelr paciles, or they remaln within them, pretend-
Ing to mgrea with the new developments, bul in ceaiity only
awelilng an opportunity to selza power,

Thus, sudden omd unexpected changes oocur I 1he positions
of warlous forces during the process of development of the
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revalutlon, This calls for dynomio gualities {in the leadership,
the capaclly [or constanl alertness and swIiT action.

A grest sourca of danger In Afrlcin couniries has beén (he
fallure fo onalyse and define class distinodons. Inability ta
dlatinguish which lhiellecinais are revolutionary and which
reaciionary; which sections nmong the capitalisis are patvialic
ond which hostile, permits hostile alaments to hold key posts
In the economy ani In mass orgenisatlons: Such people pratand
lowally to the parly, its pl_‘:[u’:fl;-]{:':\; fAnd slogans, s polley and
leadarship, Wit meanwhile they are plotting agoinst the state.

These condltlons cell for grest care and vigilance, relying
on close sapervision by the pacty and the, massas. In develop-
ing counteies fully developad classes, definable by their prop-
ariy and thelr relations to production, are not (o be foumd.
Classes e 1n the process of [ormatlon; new bourgaols. ale-
mgnts sproont dally batching the sseds of opposition move:
mants and coups d'Stat,

It 15 wital then, 1o evaluare the leading - perspnnet. Thair
winrh, Lhalr relationsbips, their public and parsonnl sciivities
miust be closely waiched. It §a here that we reallse the need
for a party tradition of criticizm and sell-creitlcism, (o chick
gpparfunism and ¢areerism, and (o implant socialist morality
In ploce of bockward voloes. Bat this supervision of personnel
must e chrried put on B party, democratic, and  oolleciive
nasie, avolding administrative acton and polios methods.

flie goltdlty and coharence of 8 progressive regime depends
flsst ‘and foremost On the @xient o which the leading Party
ls conscions, wigllant gnd popular, The Parlty must ba truly the
fipression of the Interests of the people, sbove all of the work
ers and peasants. This means: @ must e in closa contact
with the massss. Knowlng the needs, leslings and asplrations
of the masses can never result from bureaucratic mestings,
but only “by siudying  ihe aciual conditions of the psopls;
batng with tham avary day, absorblng, assloflating and gan
aralising thelr wisws, so that they can be crysielllsed and
pipressed oo definlte objectives and action to atiein tyem.

We must be wigilant ageinst overcantralisation and confine-
sl Lo the glly Hmits; agalnst the snirenchmant of the YR~
tem of admioistration by decrees from oo high, Parly unlts
musl bo extended o lown and eounlry, drawing In workers
and peaEants.

The Pariy lsadership should be spntrusted toosclantific so-
cindists, who understand 1he dimensions of the stroggle and
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the lews of social development, who are politically and ideo
Iogically mature. Tha vanguard of the Party must be & solid,
Ideologically united nuclews: o conditlon lmposed by the
realities ol the fHerce strugele In Afrlca; and fhe nature of oor
ir mass partles, composed of pesple of varying class dgrigins
and 1deslogies,

Lemocratic centralism - should be strictly applied within the
ranks ol tha Farty, Open distussion dnd democratic proceduraes
must be widerspread io- win maess support thropgh con-
victlon and persopasion. The role of the Party 13 pot mersly
ig infoem the public aboul the programme and policy and
Lonwlbe them 1o carry out the objects defined by the authorlties
Winning mess sapport means constant debate, explanation,
Bdecatlan on curren! affairs,

That Is |ust why the Party and its maln leaders ompust mot
b swallowed up by the state machinery, so that they sppear
mergly @5 a4 communication system o hand down Instructions
and deciilons.

Farvty mambers must set an example which convinces the
misses that they are those closest and most Ioyel to the revo-
lutton: not (hosse Who - seek personal beaellls and  privileges
wikich place them In the ranks of the “rolers’. This is the only
wiay to win the respect and the confldepce of the peoplae.

"-"lgjlm'.c'.e mnst e exerci=sed against antagonistlc wndencles
I thea Parly, aven whon concealed bahiind pretendod loyaliy,
fidd these trends must be defeated idealogically before orga-
nisational steps Are agen agalnsl them, We most aever be
zatlslied with unprincipied and uwnsatisfaciory compromlsas.

Finally, it must ba recopnised that the threat of counter-
revolution must be met on o an all-Afeicin scale wnitimg the
lorces of the vanguard countries and liberation movements to
tonnter the continent-wide plana and conspieacies of tha tm-
|'.IEI:']E||T.~iI5. We muost selfeguard and consolldate tha pevolution-
ury pasitions nlready won and advance 9 Ubermate all the
peoples of our contioent from eolontalism and peo-colonfalism,




RALLY THE PATRIOTS
AND REVOLUTIONARIES

RICHARD ANDRIAMAN]JATO

|"\-':i‘.l2|.iké-!-ili-il'.'-\.'ll' lg an island of sirategle Imporience dog 1o both
lis geographical looatlon amd 1o 115 considerable daposlis af
faatle miaterlal, These assets impart to our coontey special
vislue in the eyes of the Imperfalisis, who - resorl 0 various
methods io maintain énd exiend thelr dominstion, from fo-
mentisg inteciritsal pnd religiows strife to supporting the Ma-
lagusy bourgsoisia

The colonlalisis hawve always sought 1o ooh por paople of
thilp-dignity and | (o break their will for national independ-
afnce, With this aim' In view they have never hesitated to
ke the most rolhless messares, as-they did o 1847 when
S OO0 Of our countryvmen ware shighterad

Ever since our conntry, ke most Alrican countrles, holsted
thiee flag of Indepondence the Imperlalists bave bean (rving
new [orms of expapslon. The greatest sipgle menace o our
wigw 15 LS Imperfallsm, which & anxious to move into the
position vacaled by the former colonlal power

The Americans heve bllt in Medegascar a satelllte-tracking
stnblon which they hope {0 develop Into the biggest NASA basea
outslde the USA, Now that France has st ont (0 safeguaarcd 65
Independence from aEpreasive blocs, the Americens ars casting
covetnous glances ol Hepo Suarez Bay, whare (hey wonld |1Ke
to have a big military base. They have bedén pursilog the
notorious policy of “handouts™ or free gifis with the result
that Madegascar has bran Tooded wiith the surplus products
of -Aamerican Industry: the "!.;'ifIF" Ere used B3 an Instrument
af polltical arruption iand blackrmadl
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W are calling atténtlon to the oiss of Modagos=car becauss
wa gonsider that all Afrier and each Africen country are con-
feonted o varying maasure with similar problems,

The fmpacialists want to oo Africe Into-a strategic sirong-
hald, And they stop at nothing-in their efforts to do s

While 1t I= frue that the forces of Imperialism and reaction
lviz becomd more adibee, wa should not wideseate e lnter-
imperinlist contradicifons, We shoold bear In mind that the
mein purpose of nes-colonfalism In respect o Afrloa s (o
perpetuate exploitation nnd leep Aftlca as n eomponant af 1he
aaplfadist world sconomy. We can hold our pround sgolnost
tha united siwrategic front of lmperiallsm and reaction only
If we ¢lase gur ranks on the conrinent as 4 whole and In
aach particular cooniry

Tha lnstrument of revolutlonary undty In cur coaotey |5 the
Independence Longress Parly of Madagasear [AKEM), & Goa-
Hilon of several parties advocating sclentilie soclaltsm, which,
unlike the many pseudo-socialist theorles, makes it possible
1o .:|r.-.:|lg.-'5-e all natlonal apd loeernstional phenomensa in an
o ective gkl o search of the best solullon 0 the many vital
probplems of the ocountry

The firm socialist orlentation of the AKEFM ai a tlme when
puirlic apinlon/ia the countey hod bean polsomed by-ant-com-
munist propagonds was a penuinely revoluflonary factor. The
rize of the AKEM Lo por countey Inktiated a developmeant which
15 bound, despife atkl tha ariifice of capitabism, (oo tulminate
In e establislhmment of 4 system of social justice and in daliv
drance from imperlalist exploitation

ARFM reallses that In bs every move it will be confronted
with difffcalties arleing from the yery pature of our coonicy
and 1t population, from survivals thet havee feft o deep imprint
on - local political thinking,

# prime negd is the unity of all the gatidnal 1orces. But oor
attempis to achieve unity have not 0 Tar yleldsd the desisac
resulis. This retative fallure was doe fo organtsational short-
comings ln the pational movement and (o A8 certalln over-
eztimation of our reyelutionacy polentislities

Wi nead an objective onalysts and a sober appraizal of the
sliwatlon if we arée 0 fadvance to upliy. We muost he prodent
and avold meking things more difffcull We know, For example,
thal the Imperiallists often take adeantage of vellglon to bal-
shor their posillon. However, this should not prompE us 1o
lump topether religion and imparialism. Oor exparience  hase
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shown that religlon as such oees pot nacessarily promola
reaction. Sometlmes 1t can and should be a fector moking
or lask oasler

In tackling the problem of sllfance and fronds; we shoold
tnka stock of the politicel trends, whieh vary from countey
0 oonniry

Wa ghould alse recoenise that the {orms of
always identlcal, and that unity by no means implies winlformily
The widely difering conditions in ool couniries may enabie ns
1o iisa legdl medns In one case and undergroond ometheds b
enother, but por goal In elther case will be the seme. namaly,
o further the Interests-al our peaple by alnlishing relationg
based on force

Africe needs ald from the socialist couniclas to wela com-
pleté freadan. We balleve this ald shoddd go, TSt of all; 1o
thoss movarnments sinceraly siriving (o bead thaelr peoples
to socialism. However., the socialist countries should nol
neglect their relallons wilh other ATrican countries Inasmmch
a5 (hesa relatlons objecilvely halp tostrengthen the: positions
of the rawlotionsey forces' In the cointries concerned, to
arouse- and promote antl-lmperfalise | conscisnsness,

aotion are nol

r

Our people are learning that unily- pf acton of all the
revolutionary forces of dhe world, primavidy thoss cheamploning
sociallsm, 14 Indispensable I mankind 1s t0 ba freed from in
jusiloe and the impérialist thrent of destruction.




THE INTELLECTUALS
AND THE AFRICAN LIBERATION
MOVEMENT

THIERNDO AMATH DANSOEKD

The intellgemtsia plays o very |mportant rale in the eom
mian front of anti-lmperlalist strugele, for, possesslng a higher
leve] of education, It s natu‘al [oe It o b8 more active pollt-
lcally thian the other clésses and soclal steeis ol Black Alrlci,
It §s not aceidental; therefors; that it has exerclsed—de facto,
at least—political spd ldeological hegemony in the liberation
movement o these counteies. The weakness of the Doglgealzie
and the working ©lase and the backwardness of the peasantry
in all respecis make conditions for thiz hegemony perfecily
olions,

This social stratum arose concarrently with colonialism, and
nas developed parallel with the pulilng Into operation  of
tha adminlstrative and etonomic organs of the colénial appa
raftms. To make 1t easier o explolt the vast aress of Tropical
Afdce the colondallsts had W0 eain auxillary p it From
among the local population. Eduvecated {n o spicit of complote
negation of affinity to the sociely from which they smerged,
these officlals regard West European walues with awe anid
foir. Having suppressad by [Groe or simply dastroyed the
reslsting communal and frtbal aristocracy, the colonialists
orgated and supporied this ailte In whlch they sought—not
withoul sueeess—io find prophgandisis of colonializm,

This 1des was expressed wery s tly by Maurice Dals-
fosse, Tormer Freanch Governor In West Alrlea:

“This will ba & source of trust, an the pact of a population
g0 ramote from us, lo the principles snd methods which we
wiould have been unable o Impose by force and which 1L
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wiould of have béan yary Jdiffloult 10 introducs through  pér-
suadion i we had bean thelr exponeots: 1o addition; we need
interpretars to be onderstond by the natives and [ntecmadi-
arlesafl natlse grigin bt associated with the Enropern anviron-
ment - by thelrt education, In order 10 Indoce the natives o
comprenend and socapt this forelgn clvilsation;”
The alms gre thus deflioed very olearly. Brévier, Governor
Goaneral of former Fronch Weost Africa, was sven mors oot
spalken:
“Colopial doty, polltical and economle necessily set o doal
task bofore our educetlional polioy: on the one hand, to form
| locel cadres onlled upon to bacome our essistants o all fislds
I and enaure the devalopment of a carefully selected elite; on the
oiher, (o educata the mosses inoa spleit of rapprochemant
[ with wusi . .

“From the political viewpoint, the {ssue iz.one of expleining
our efforts and Intentions to the matlves, (o attach thom 1o
French life. From the economlo viewpoint we have fo prepars
the producers and. consumers of [omoerow,.”

As reghrds the conditdons for agcoss to this elite of palty
affiolals; their principles are agually clear: Bovernor-Gensral
Houme was quite unambigaous alaadil §1s

"W regard education os something very precious which
| can be-distriboted only on B sufficlently valid basis, by e
siricting the number of Benefictaries through special salsctlion,
Wi pick our puplis primarily frowm among the children of
oliefs end aristocenis. .. The presilpe doe fo orlgin should
e backed up by the respect which possession of Knowledge
avikes,"

Colonlaliam strove to epply this principle of soclal segre-
galion hroughoul S histary,

It was a matter of lncreasing the effectvensss of the colg-
nlal gpparatus by making tha upper crost of Alrlcan sociaty
vitally Intarested in taking part in-exploliation. A few children
of peasants and worklnemen found thete wey inio the colonial
adminlstration Gnly bidciuse sometimes, [or sarloos medsons,
the aristocrats geve: them thelr children's places in schools
Thls contral BEcame weaier moch. lnter, and the demosratle
| movement made adocation mora accessible o the children of

workers and peesdnts
' ful lmperiallsm has naver, on [ own Iniilative, changed the
principles of [orming the Alrican Intelligentsia. The sama
princlples wera applied in British (erritories, as is ssan [rom
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the results of o 1953 survey of the incomas of the poarents
af the students of the vniversity college in Gbapa. Out of a
total of 208, 12 per cent of the families had dn annuad Income
of more: than ©800-stecling, 38 per cenl, between L250-and
E600, and about B0 per cent, about £350. Those wers ooly
cash Incomes. The significance of these Tigures will ba ciegr i
it 15 recallad thal It was onby 6 1862, nioe vears later, owing
to the tremendous efforts undertaken by the patriotic reglma
ol President NkErumah, thal i1he avergge -annual Income per
head of the population reaghed hppooximately 294, And that
was not an accidental phenomenon, for the: British introduced
g ayeiem of ndirect adminlstchtion and abways sooght o raly
on the Iocal nobility, and also allowesd, within cectaln Hmits,
tha emargence and development of the rural and urban bour
penlsle dn Mgeria and Ghana,

social segroagation Is not the ||!|'!:,' charattaristic ledalure
af the colontallsts® cadres policy. The growih of the Ingol
ligentsta was resteicted o oa giclct mintmom needed for the
narvmal lnétloning of the colopnial machloes, Foeddnglance, tha
number of ieschers ‘and junior medical persconal graduated
annually In thé former Federation ol Fréngh West Africa
never exceedad 80, The Ioter-Alrican conféronce on hlghee
aducation held In Tananarive tn-1962 pul fn record. that 34
stetes and fercliccies of Troploal Afrlea had anly ten higher
aducallonal asrblishiments with o total stadent body of 2270,
In its twalve years the university collega in Ghena tucned ooi
only 400 spectalists with diplomas. The aniversity college of
Ihadan, capable of turoing ool more (e 20 specialisis a
year, graduated not more than 500 in eleven yedrs. Belglan
colonfallsm did nothing to create aven o samblanca of &ys-
tematie professlonal maining, which strangely conbrastod sl
the scopeé ol choreh education. Indeed, Belgian colonialism
givicily adhered to its famous principle: “No eliie, no trovhle"
n the day when indepéndence wns: proclaimed, in a popida-
tlon ol 14 million, one could count omly 1500 peopls with
K cartain degres of edocatlon—ihe Alrican ellie whoss level
wits limited to possasston of an jdentfleation  card, the pos-
sitllity of obtelning an Inslgnificant admintstrative post, and
& permil o stay in the Buropean quarter alies 8 p. m. The
basts [or higher educatlon [or the Congoless wes-lald only
Im 18H4.

Thus, afl melhods werd applled (0 regalile the formation
of cadres. To get an aducation In the metmopolitan country
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one had 1o ba plch apd have loyval parents.. The nwnber of
sciiolarships was strictly Hmibed, In Buandé-Uriodl, & deposi
of 50000 francs was reguired tao be able o leave the country
for education abroad

Small wonder, thecefore, thal at the moment o ndepend-
ganoe the African countries had o ridiculoosly small nuomber
of cadres with a8 higher education. In the Copgo, for instance,
thers ware anly Mve gradudtes. o 13934 Sambla dld not have
n single angineer or architect. At {he sama tme, (he doveloped
couniries have up to 1,000 selentific workers per million i
reEng. - The proportion for the African continent 4s & whole i1s
40 per milllon, In Tropléal Africa the sStuation 1% much wWorse.

0f coorse, despite all the obstacles the number of African
stidants has growm considerably. The winning of independ-
nnce miade ;_Ll_.55|_|_|||_' o ponsiderabie increaze In the numbet
of scholarships. There sare more then 10,000 Alrfcan students
In France amd as meny o Hriceln.  More than 2 (&l FOUDE
Afvicons ara studying o the Unltad States: The sucoesses of
the national-liberation movement are-mocompanied by ever
broader participation of the saclallst-cemp in the training of
Alricnn speciallsts, Tha Soviet Tnion and Cechoslovakia have
set op two oniversitles for students: Irom the developing
couriries, Thesg univesskies admit African’ students from all
sountrias= |"'E‘:‘5“'|“|""‘ of thelr material stalus, The other 30-
clalist countries msre constuntly (mcoreasing the oumber of
scholarships granted o African studenizs. Thousands of young
pr_:|_||:||1_=- are slodying in Arab countries, This conteibting 1o the
revival of o centuries-old tradition which had been brokeno by
coloniallzm, A new phepomenon in the Arab world |s that
voung sindents [mom Treoplcal Aflvica are recelving there a8
modern speclalised sdocation, whergas [ormercly the sducaiion
of young people there was axclusively religlous

As the numbar of higher-school soodanis grows noliceable
changes are faking place In spaclalization and In the cholea
of professions: In the colonial period, most yomng people re-
celved o lagal, medical or pedagogliosl sducation. Today the
amphasis 15 on {echnical education in differant branches. This
year alope 5,220 Mlgsriens pradusted from higher schools:at
iomae and abroad. They Include 573 engineers, 376 agelculiucal
speoielists and 424 specielists in the natural sclences. Thus,
thefa I& an Ineeesse [ the number of spedlatists working In
the desizlve-saciors of sclentific reseacch and production. This
trend will continue in the luture, because our lndependanca
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and the success of our effor] 10 ansare a high rate of develap-
mint depend in large measure preclsaly on these codres.

I'he conference on problems of public sdocation in Africa
which was held in Addis Ababe o IBEE outlined & (weniy-year
plan oo oF the alms of which |8 {0 ansuns the admission of
20 per cent of secondary school graduates to hgher aducatdonal
gxtablishments o Africa Hsell and appeated (o the partick-
piatlng states to pursus, In the fleld of secondary and aolver-
slty educatlon, 8 policy more conforoiing to the demands of
rapid econpomlc development, snd 1o s8e to It thal fowards
1880 students of higher techolcal schools and natural scianoes
facultles make up 60 per cent of the totel studept body,

Some conclosions can be drawn Trom this briefl agcocsion
(ot the history of the smergence and development of tha
intelllgentsin In Troplocal Africe:

1. Imperialism was I:I'II1||;_|I_!:|I_‘:|'| I purste o policy of -selec-
tiom of cadres, for our couniries were colonles subjected o
axploliiaton:

2. Most of these cadres halled Ferom the aristocralle ofeeles
of African soclety or the eliie ‘created by colonlaiism;

1. Thay were sublacied o intensive ldeological and political
indoctrination ba ueo them: inlo assistants of eolonlallsm;

4. Thesa cadres ware so Tew (hie when [ndependdnea cama
an ‘ecute shortage of speclellsts became svident;

g, Deep-poing relorms are needad B0 Inceesse the fralolng
of spectalisiz. This calls for changlng the system and pro
arommes of edocation which in the majority of the now inda-
pemdent counlries pemain &5 they wers tider colonie] rule, Thiz
relorm will benafit the peopla only i i provides, among other
things, for instructlon in the notive languages, which |3 de-
ciglve [or doing away with the coltural bpokwardness and
illiterncy of the massas

The gquestlon arises: to whiat degree has Imperlallsm  suc-
peeded Inoachisving s alms; L implanting iis assisianis in
tha warlous parts of - the colonial apparatus, destroying the
spirlt of national rengscence and recrulting propagendists of
Tl.‘ln!l;.;;l daominaliony

Thers 1s no donbt that colenialism lms many zealons agants.
Many indigenous officials belleved in the “civilising mission"
gapeciilly since (e constan! ldeciogical perversion anabled
thls sfratum 40 rise (0 4 position wndoubiedly privileged as
compared with the super-exploited massss oo whom mos
onarous and humiinting demands ware made. The upper orost
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frenkly did not belleve In the possibility of lberatdon. Thay
mounierpased o the slogan of Independence such demoralising
idass s "We connotl even make o oeadla™ or "Thay wianl o
return us: to barberism'. What they were most {nterested in
was regular salaries snd b secare pEOsion. We know that some
Afrioan statesmen recelved [ndependence with muih reloc
tance, and someilmes tmperiglism itself compelled them  to
pristend (et they supporied the siclving of the messes [
independanis

All this-Is Indicative of the megnltude of depersonalisation
resgried 0 by Impeckalism. In some connieies of Tropieal
Africa, such es Senegal, Migeria, Dahomay, Topo and Ghana,
one can find whole families of intellectoals three penerations
of whom Uyved In the oopditions of this destruction of the
national sentiment and sulogy of colonial and Western wvaluas

This plisnation, experienced in the period of colonis! ruls,
Is manifested Inm the attitude of the polifloo-admlinistrative
bourgealsie towards neo-colontalism, Complete mistrust in the
massas and mechanlcal goceptance of models offered by the
former  meélropolitan countries amg polltical feptures of the
bursagratic bourgedisie.- Tha rejecticn of Africanisation of the
cadras and of thelr promotlon in the most Imporiant sectors
of the adminlstration and aconomy acg D4 large degred &
dirpct cimseguence of the colonial complaxes,

Thiz allenition affectad the mas=as as well, IT its influapce
i5 somewhol less, this i= dug first and foremost to the resis-
tance of the socinl end cualtural strocrires of the Negro
Africana to the process of depersapallsation,

This. aspact of the peoblem Is treated amply in Professor
Abdon Mommbl's fundemental work Sducation in Slock Alrico,

1t should be noted, howaver, that despita the political and
ideslogical Indoctripation, despite the selective character of
colonlel edocation principally iolended for fhe upper crosl
af the colonised soclety where colonlalisin secured subordiig-
tion and loyally, i1 wes pregisaly in this ellte that the [irst
p;_'.]1|_|_::i|| and patriatic cadras emeregsd. Sons and gTARNOSONs
of notahles end persons of high standing whosa lovalty waes
often beyond question can esstly be' found among the leaders
of all ideologleal trends now exBsting I Tropical Africa. Even
in its colonislisf form capitalism unavoldably cregted [orces
antaganlstic to i The race fealing evoked by the centuries
of racial opprassion acls - among the Intelleciuats a3 a Dut-ﬂ|'!."5.L
of the awekenlng of national salf-consciousoess, [0 was qiilis
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notural that as soon as the local and International conditions
became favourable, the Intelleciuals began 1o opposs the oo-
lonijal reglme, An important cole ds plaved by the stodeots
in the metropolitan countries; With the help of thelr cultural
and other organisations they ideologically sccelerated the
awakening of consclousness,

Acquaintance with the Eoropean and internaticnalist work-
ing-cless movement which supports the struggle agalnst co-
Iomialism, hnd & tremendous Impact apon the intelligentdia.
This influence and the successes of the soclalist camp Induced
many Afrlcan Intelleciuals to study Marxlsm-Leniniem. In that
wity they bechme [deologicelly sguipped [or (e confronoation
with the immediate tasks of Hberation and the hilore tasks
of zogial trensformation. This helped them fo get rid of the
more negalive aspects of edocafion received in bourgeocls uni-
versities, The Influence of bodies like the Communist Pariy
of Grent Arvitaln, the French Communist Perty and the General
Confederation of Labour wastly promoied the growth of ma-
turlty of progressive and nationalist groups in the British and
french colonles after the Second World Wae:

It §= absurd to debate why the warking Glass, or some other
clazs, of these coonivles, did oot play the leading ldealogical
mid political fole at the Inllial stede of the sirueple for na-
tional Hberation in-ihe conditions of Tropical Adcca. The
working class 18 nof only weak; in some countries it 15 only
coming Into being, and in those counieles woere 11 exists 1t ds
HHIL voung, # doss not have & propec oulfiure- (E has Jast
pmerged from among the peasantry. [is consclousness does
not transcend the hounds of the asplrations of the petty bour-
reolsie. This o no way contcadicts the Marsisl doetrioe.
At the [nltial stage of the nadonal-liberstion movement the
problem 18 pnot to konow which class i3 more revolutlonary
from the viewpolnt of lulure revoluliooary  transformations

for this is ondoubtedly the working class—bat o fally
realisa that the Intellectusls: alons eould pose tha problam
of Independence with all ils implications. 1L swas they, nafu-
rally, who could comprefiend the colomial system and lind &
positive alternative o colonia! rule. In this struggle the work-
Ing class [oughl walfantly together ittt all ather patciotic
classes and siraty in Tropleal Africa {or political indapend
onee Bnd progressive - developmeni Bui the political and
ldeplogical leadershlp of the Inlelllgenisia was proceloolly
Indisputabla
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Alter the swinnlng of Independence the goestion ardses how
the Intalllgentsia will evolye 1o the condliions of the damand
for mceslersted development. Everything now depends on the
socigl structprs of the country and the degree achieved by tha
struggle of the classes, and alzo on the conditlons: In which
independence was obtalned, on the trumpoords which fmpe
cialism possesses and the possibilities for playing them. Of
gourse, thesa rumpeards pre ohonlerposed by fhe existence
of a powerfol soclallst camp, It is perfectly obvious that the
intelligentsia of Troplcal Africa is olosely bound np with the
destiny of the malp classes, both pew and old omes. Hence
the existence of different trends o it

8] some groups of the intelligentsia adopt the positlons of
fher traditlonal or the pew propertied classes, or of hoth, 1n
this cass they degenercste nto the bursacratic, politeal -and
admintstrative bourgeoisie and openly ally themselves with
Imperialism, [T 18 these groops that prodoce the fdeologlsts
of ped-colontalism  end antl-communism:

b i some other ceses the intellgentsia voloed the patriotic
sentlmenis of the masses and a striving (o direct the patlonal-
libechtlon . movemenl along  peogmossive  lnes by cardinally
changing the socio-political sttwation, The most radical wing
raflecting these trends favoors: the non-capltalist roed leadiog
bt soclallsm

Incidentally, all thess trends era dynamic snd not statdo,
gned It I necessarcy o bear In miod the problems pertalnlng
Lo the probleins of power [nosocigties like ours which. are [0
movemeant. Most unexpecied changes are possibia In the po
litlcel storms raglng on the continent.

Along with sxpressing chiafly the Interests of the classes,
these frends at the same tlme express the nierpal stroctues
af the stratim of Intellectusls, which 15 far from being homo-
geneous. Indeed, In Tropical Africa;, as the Freoch Marxist
Africenist Harbet gquite correctly puts il

* .. Thie African Intellipentsia falls almost wholly inlo the
category of wage earpers |chietly employed in the poblic
secior]. Those tn the liberal professions constinte én extramaly
amall group. Whetever pariloular problems facing the Lnfel-
ligeatsia, [t differs wery distipctly from  the petty bour
pealaie ., "

The African intelllgenisie consisis of groups differing In
thefr Tevels and matesial conditions, which are ofven contol
dictory, After Independence the modern social differenlistion,
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which appeared slmulisnecusly witn the introduction of ¢oto-
ol eapitalism, was. greatly gccelarated, The polltico-adminis-
trative buresmcracy, the highar officltals, the caste of poll-
tiglans bepan repldly to enrich thamselves at the expense of
thi- stote, . For theso sirata, the axerciss of power and meam-
bership of the ruling party sre mersly means of misapproprint
ing publie funds. The Afrlcen press ahounds 1o Instances of
thls uscrupulonsness In the neo-colonial reclmes s handfal
af shameless upstarts pacticipates in neo-colonial [oint stodk
compenies gnd concludes-deals with these companies at the
pxpense of and to fhe defriinent of the state. SWith e help
of machinations 1t transfers funds: abroad. In Senegal one can
olten hear peopie referrlng to & povernment minlstar as to
“Mr. Tan Per Cent", referring 1o the commission he rreelves
Team colonial Fless,

This burssucratic stratum oftan hes extenslve contacts in tha
courdry, enters into elllances with the traditicnal sristoceatic
circles, plavs on regionalism and friballzm. The propeosily
for the sgquandering of public funds doss not diminish onder
progressive reglings but It '1s limited Ly the possthilities the
MASSES passess [Or pratting i B e B Thae Tewdal loids af
nll EKinds of ovigin; the tradittonal, religloss and other digni
tarlas, undar progressive regimes, disposa of much lass means
lor bringing pressure: o hear upog progressive power, and
aomatlmes liove nd palitlcal suthovity whatsoevar. But the very
prasence In the supremsa staote and pacty organs of this pe
litlco-sdminizstrative bourgesisia which Is a5 copropt as 1t is
arrogant, dangeroisly exposes the patlonal and democratic
revolution to manoceuvres-on the part of lmperialism

This hereaucratic bourgeaisie nliied with the urban proper-
Hied closses and plantation owners played the chief role 1o the
ldeological preparation of the coup of Ghana. It had repeat
edly tried (o overthrow the tegime of President Nerumabh. 1
sutcaeded, under the guidance of impérialism bat in kesping
with |ts own Interests, n utitsing the notlondlly noo-integrated
anrmy whose |esders hed never concealed thele preo-impe
riallst lefnings. This: politico-Bdministeative  bodrgeoisia =
indoubfedly the chief snemy In the context of the strogele of
natlonal classes foi the simple reason that It 15 the braln of
domestic reaction and the maln ally of imperialism. Progres-
slve regimes must fight jointly with the massss agalnst the
dominatlon of this parssitdc stratom In the organs of the
popular reglmae
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salaries pRid for the perfofmacnce ol pablic anchlons ale
tha Gnly sourte of lodome for the majorlty of Intelledtuals.
Adtempts to-ereate 8 stratum of middle antrepreneurs in the
ountries of French colonlsatlon were underiaken not ong
fiigo, The nmnber of persons of lberal professions 15 very
small compared with the chief mass of lntellectnals. This ax-
platna the milltancy of their teade unlons and theie radicatism
oelented, I nol on scciallst, then at least on éraiisd solutlons.
From thig polnt of wlew they sopport the most progressive
trends and fteka parct In che stmggie for the most profoond
aocial and econpomle changes. IF 15 pot sdeidemtal that in all
ned-tolonial regimes in Afrlce one can see a8 verltable coam-
palgn against the intelligentsia, which B demogoglcally ac
cused ol fEhting anly to selze pawer,

it Iz parfectly ohbvioos: thet by yirtue of lis work; L5 In-
comes, the prestige with which it associates the very perform-
ange of fts rola, and s political position, which 15 contea-
dictory end undecided in relatlon to the conflict berween the
chlel cigssas, the Intelllgentsia as 0 social ety 1s-always
sugcaplible Lo both clght and el opperianisn

Like tha petty bonrgeoisie £ 15 ghemaotarleed by politos]
instpbtlity, Inevitably the diffioultias iovolved in national snd
democratic ‘developmenl call [orf measures of rosiralnt o
austdrity. These measures-ara not always welcomed by the in-
tellectuals—especially whsan ithe top men In the state do oo
themselves praclice susterity and evon misess pablic money,
1 the leal of the' liberatlon movemant as & whole ls not suffi-
clently mature, the intelligenisle fands to resist & policy of
healthy development, Inevitably Invalving Immedikie resieic
Hons. Instead It frles (0 maintain s own Ubving standards.
This can cause great confusion end even 8 breach with the
peasRnt masies—especially whisn, &t fhe samé time, the In-
telleciuals arp cilling for gréester indepengdemcs from e bm
perinlist menopolies.

This sort of confuslon can upset the halance of [orces and
BvEn Wealkan the unlty of strata and classes ntarestad In
degp-reaching changes, Often the political-administrative
bourgeoisie and the freditlonal conservative forces make use
ol ‘such contredictions 1o discradit the Inlellactigls

"Lefl™ extremdsm 15 another characteristle teatt of the in-
telligantsia. This deviation, which i3 a constant threat In such
aouniries as ours, chlefly derives from the didfersnoe In the
gxpecionce of the intelligentsis and other progressive classas
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and cstrata, ALL the difftculties born of strupgle any sobli
matad in 4 doctrlnatrs sxaltation of “soctallsm™, Nelther the
phasze nor the level of swuggle are taken Into: BCcount any
longér, Mo one chres whether the conditicns for this or that
solution exist, The confusion batwean gpenaral netlonal tesks
and problems of =oclalist construction proper becomes such
that concrete problems of development owards sociallsm are
ejudid and posed on the plang of purely  varbal and moral
demands. 11 15 this doctringire conception thet i=s the soorce
of sherp critlcism and dookts as regards the patriots reglmes
of Africe. This attitude grestly harms the deveiopment of the
ravolution of national liberation, especlally sinca it ldeologi-
cally arms the reactionary forces opposing prograssive
gl mes

It should be said that this deviation alse results in a cartain
nntl-intallactualism which sometimes Is to ba found in the
progressive African states, whare the Intelligentsia la oftan
sweeplngly condemned and the merlts and abillthes of honest
patrictic-minded Intalleciuals are not recignised

The young African offleerd, Just as the young generation
of intellectunls, hive grownin the period of natioonal demands,
Thay howe not sxparlencad the ldedlogical pressure of colo-
mlallzm. They are less altienated eilfurally, and thelr cultural
lewel Is higher, They fofm parct of tha Intelllgantsla, any ob-
sorvar of African policles will easily see the cootoadictions
whilch pose this new generation of officers agalnst the Afvlcan
offtcers who emerged rom colonkal armles aod colonlal wars.
Wi doobt, a certain role is played by prdblems of promotion
fand personal amblton, The same can-bae sald ahoot the attitude
af =ome young intellectuils opposed (o the present leading
groups. But the national problem plays a role of equal fmpor-
tance. The younger officers; though gradustes of big millitary
zchools of the [ormear II.IE[II:IE'H'I“[III'I countries, are |Bss ready
lo tolerate Forelgn tulelsge within the Iramework of neo-calo
nialism. Thay dre moee sensitlve o soclo-economic problams.
Bot they leck politicel culiore, and sometimes they even
oppose -1, resarding the politdcisation of the oIy fram tha
narriw viewpoint of the need for coste unity, Clearly, pa-
triotic-minded -officers [lgure promioently 1n the struggle
aEainst impeciallsm, slthongh thelr salarcles deo das big das those
of the politico-administrative bureaucracy, thay can ba relied
upon In the struggle against neo-colonlallsm. The refurn of
the cagta spirit, which |5 potentlatly present in any profession
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al army, s always possibles |t can complicate and even check
the national-democratlc movement, Therefore great attentlon
should: be pald (o the inbelleciual officers In the new Altfcan
armieg.

In conelusion, it woold oot be out of plece to recall that
Marx stressed hal the permaneney of the hegemony ofF one
class divectly depends om its ability to anite with the intellec
tnals and sbove all with the most outstanding of them:!

“The more a class |5 capable of admitting into its fold the
most remackeble persons from the class over which |t doml-
nates, the more solid and dangerons |5 domination,”

Imperfaltsm and tha bureancratic strata are sasking to broad
an their base. A policy has been carefully elaborated almed
at diverting the Intellecluals from the patriotic path and the
path of socinllsm. Therefore a task of primary fmportance is
to unite &1l more with tha intellectuals in the Intarests of
thie pational-democratic revolul o,

fust as at the first stage of the struggle for Independenca,
the intelliganisia will play an drreplaceable cole n the straggis
[or aceeiarnied develdpment. Many intelledbials have already
come bot agalnst nao-colonialism: the honest petriotlam which
hes lad many Intellectuals i the positions of selentific social-
s stems feom thelr sectyl odigln and ls dften o reaction to
the idealogioal perversion systematically undertaken by colo-
wdalicm, Mare and more tiey  Integrate. Themsalves witly the
pegple in order to compretiond thelr proklems batter, to defend
their cause more affectively.




THE AGRARIAN QUESTION IN AFRICA

ADEL GHONEILM

The -EI_|='_:.-\'JI'||'.IE'. '.fiJEEIlI'.IJ] ooCuplEs A 5."'I'I'II'-|!II.“‘I'II positicn Rl
e II!..:r'!I.I'li:. ol |:r:nr|=-m]1c-|':a1':,- Alrlcan revalutons -:'II'.|I.--!'.|'IE|I'Ii.:| bl
Hberation and socialism, This is natural in a continent in which
LSl |.|E|'J:=\.I'|.._."'.:-\. constitnte tha |'.II:IJ:|:.I'.'-\.'I| army of rovolution and
the maln fopees of |_|I'FII'.|IJ-:'!['.E-|'I. '|'|'IF"':.' are tha Opprasead maojoricy
which suffersd for a long tme bolll Ifrom Wmpetislism and
feudal ‘exploltabon. The new AITTEN national ravdslotions o
esgantially peasant-revolutions,

The agrarlan p|_'|_|1_1||_:'|| I one of the mabmoguestiong of Lhe
'-ili.'ElE‘_ﬂ!.' of I'.'I:IiiIFl:'E]]E::‘E-l'n'l'.l pconomic development” in - Africe
where agriculiure 15 the pmain source of matlonrd wealth.

The fedtures of the agraclian problem differ from eouniey
Lo Conniry according ta the variad aconomic, fal and IZII.!!Ir
lgal: conditions, Properly reigtions also vary B8 do itha class
slrnotura; the psychologionl and tdeological - patterns and the
l.'.l‘_:l'.h-H'.' ol Papuzation, That Iz why the solutions are of @ rich
varlaty,

Howaver yariad the objective and, sabjoctive clifcamsh
MEY |:-I!-. In 1he last HBOALYEIS the j_.{l?llll'lfill. laws of social revolu
ton govern the strategy of the agrarian revolution, mainly
thir democralle and soclalist tmnsformation of agriguliun,

iha Oorg ol e agrarian !..].I]=.'5|.:.|-1:|:| PlsEd by tha contem
parary aAlvican sitowation 18 the lberation of the peasants from
il aspects ol [audal and capitallst exploliation, the Hberaticn
of the forces of production fron sami-fevdal and sensi-capltal
st relationsilps.

This msans-a complete pevddution (n the paitern of agrioul




tural prodiction, o regard (o laodownérestitp and . e vy
forces of producton, It means o transition from agriculiure
hesad on underdeyeloped small-scale productlon o a devel-
oped  sociabs! apriculture based on produciion co-oporatives
capiabla of otilising the lotest scientific invention= and tech
nigueas,

The agracian pdvolutlon in Alrican socletles choracterised
by a devaldped structure |[for example Egypt] suggesis: two
sugcassive Klapes:

8 A democTElc stage almed ab lHgoidating seml-feadal peo
dugtion relafionships represantad in the system of renting
lnndad property. This can be effected throogh the Implemen-
tation aof o radical sgrarvian reform ransferving the land 0
Lhnse who t1l 1L

®& A socinlist stege simed at Hguidating capitalist explolia-
tion im the conntryside and preventing the development ol
capltallat agriculiuge. This can b done by lransforming the
individunl peasants into co-oparative paasanis,

The democratic stage of the agrarien revolution 15 the nec-
eEsgary prelude to-sociglist transformation, dnd. socialist trans
formation 4= tha Inevitabls outcome of the dempcratic stags.

The Imierdependence of the wo Slages {8 shown by the
mumerows. and highly divarsifisd transitional patterns of agrl-
cultural co-oparatives. They begin with simple co-operatfion
whiera the pessant petains his privale ownesshlp of land and
somma-of the meang of production, whila the co-oparative owns
others, such as traciors, feriilisers, machinery and pgriculiursl
Institutions. During this stage the ecogomic sarplus |[the oo
operative lncoma] |5 distribuied among members according to
the units of work and pwnership, In this stage the conperatives
poquine o semil-socialist character. Bit in the mora advanoasd
slagse they achisve complete co-oparative ownership of all the
means of production, including lend and the co-operative in-
come is distributed only sccocding (o work, hanoe they bacoms
full-fladgaed soclalist enterprises.

Sociallst transformation has to be effected graduslly in s way
Ihit colncides with the growth of the foroes of produoction and
parallels the sxpansion and development of the material and
modern sclantific meathods, Socialtsi farms- cannol be astab-
lished on the basis of individual labour using primitive tech-
niguas and Implemenis,

This fransition mus!t necessaclly be carried through In &
democratic way, not through compulsion but by way of convic-
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Man. Hers arizas the Importance ol politlcal, arganlsatlonol
noid ldedlogléal work among the peasants. Economic Inoen
tlvas must be provided which benefit the peasantry. A goond
syalem of material apnd morael inoeniives must e achiavead,

The simation §s differsotl whon [t eomes o Alrican coun
irles. with an underdeveloped closs structure and  almosi
compleie absence of private landownership such as prevalls
e West Africon countfies, Such couniries eovisage on imms
digie tackling of the problem of socialist transition ino agrl-
culture, They do nol nesd fadical agrarian pelorm 0 much-as
the astablishment of an active co-opoerdtive movemant desiznoed
io.carry - out socialist transition in the countryside:

In thi= thests we shall aokle two main patterns of the agrar
lan problems In Africal that of the West African countrias
and that of The Egyptlan exparience.

West African Couniries—Ghans, Goinea, Mall, Sensgal
mnd 1hi Camaraomns

When imperialign:Ilnvaded West Africo, the soclaties there
wWere passing ot the highee staee of tribal communism, char-
actecisad by thae disintegrabion--el-tribal democeagy and the
patablichmant of feudal relationzEhips; heraditery tribal leader-
silps and monarchice] Sysiems.

|LI'.|_IZIB=.'J-EI|.'..‘\.I-I exaried pfarsreaching influence an ihg colrsse
economicoand social development in West Alrtod, The Foun
dittlons of the closad natural economy bassd in comminini] Land
gwnarship began to collapse g3 8 resuli of the Introductlon
af export drops such as codon [oday constituting 60 per gant
af these countries' exporis] and coffea beans. This collapzs
tizs also resulted from the Inter-connections betwaen the econ
omles of these countries and the svorld capitallst market | the
cocod markals in London, Biverpoel, Hamburg and Naw York)
dominated by the glent mopopolies. Financial relationships
im West Alrlca began lo-expand. The seeds of capltatism, In-
dividunlism and wendancies to privite owneeship seesw. Hun
dreds of thousands of cocoa and colfes farms were established
Erimltlve communlism disintegeated amd the coilective spipll
declined. Wariowns. types. of transfertnes  of  landownérsilp
mida thelr appearance, Apart from the type of landown
arshlp ihe essentinl fact was (he pxpansion of private farming,
the method of small-commadity peodustion
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Landed Property in West Alrico

Bacauseé of the transition from communal to private ownen
ship, proparty relationships in Wesl Alrica-are characterisad
by extreme complexity snd diversity

L. Absoluie Private Oumership

This new phencrmencn develops in easpect 0 lnnd and bidid
ings poarticulssly in cltles and soburbs end scross roads aod
rivers, whaore [and has Become the object of Speculation and
houelng expansion |s faking place

2, The Remnants of Communal Comersiip

This-is -cenired o pastuess and [orests ansuliable [orf son-
novmic exploftetion. The land provides the peopls with the
requirements of timbar {or fusl axd houwsing. Today communol
gwnershilp Isa declining phegomenon In Wesl Alrica

1. Transiticnal Relafionships of Oumership

Between the two extremes mentionad above yvarlous aspacis
of transitonal forms of ownershlp have doveloped oo g owide
scale. This (s the case particularly to the vast reglons of cocon
farma where alements of privete ownershlp exist side by sids
with goliective elements, Land transactlons hecome the subject
of legal lcansictions #nd the ciglits of Inheritance, On the
other hand; property reletionships stlll pressrve cerctain els
ments-of irial commiantsm,’ Bvery menbee of 1he group has
ihe right to cultivals thess londs. The one whosgs tirm s naex|
hee to-wait for his predecessar toereap hls crop end then: to
allow a perfod for the land 10 e fallow, Foreleners are nol
aliowed o cultivale the- land withoul fGrmal appréval Irgm
the group, and the group does nmot ellow tham to cultivate
pErmANEnt crops suth as cocod and coffee because hat would
ghwe their owner some elafm to proparty, Forceignecs ara not
aven allowsd o ocultivate temporary crops withoot making a
pEyment o the chief of the tribe. However, there {3 0 gensrel
lendency owards the consolidation of privale ownership, not
withstanding the complicatons of the property system o
West alrica

Clazss Struciore in the Countryside

With the tmansition of primitdve communnl soclefies into
ithalr higher ztags, fribal lesders made thelr appesrance as
well ag-the udel lsndlords who constitufed the socigl sup
part of imperialist mle o West Afriga. With the growth of



apltallany  End  the spread of private enterprise & petby-
bourgesds class of smalkl peasanis developed. A bourgeoisie
appeared. The cléssless socloty was divided fnto diffecent
soclal classes with conflicting interests, and class. stroggle
EgEn.

Feudal Landlords

This class is composed ol (elkal chiels Hylng on e &xploi-
tation of peasants. Tha system of land rents fg the dominant
feature of feudal explottetion ln West Afrlcan countries, apart
[rm teibuies and taxes levied on pessanis, [ovced labour on
the linds of the landlocds and tribotes o kind and In mohey.
This class also palns an sdditional income by explolting workers
and peasants In commercial transactions. 1t goes In [opF speca-
latlon and moneylending and prollis from oriminal activiiies
and froudulent undertakings.

Faudalism s concenirated in Novth MNigeria, Marth and West
Cameroon. 1t existed emong tha Ashantl trites of Ghanna, bof
tie Implementation of agrartan and admintsteative reforms and
tha aliminaton of the heradifary tribal ohfefteinship svsteom
In 1858 led o the lguidation of feudalism in CGhana.

Capralist Landiondy

This stratum of landlords ciltiviEfes the' land by capitallst
methods depending-on e exploliafion of wogs labor. The
Mpltallst Jandlocds inclode ! [ovelgn settlers who atgidred the
gast Afrlocan lands by force  and own extensiee farms, the
comprador elass of hareauceatic ceRpimliscs and che natienal
bourgeolsle,

The Clergy

The heads of various secis and religlons ocoapy a praminant
place in the ranks of the landlorcds, Hylpng on the feodal and
capltalistio expioitation of workers and poasenls: A5 o whole
they ara infmical to the national-Hbaration movement.

The Rieh Pegsaniry {the Biral Sodpgecisie)

These own relatively large ferms on which they work. They
depand on exploiiing wage labour, bave Hguld capital ol their
iliposal and carry on profiteble commercial fransactions

specialsing In axport crops, the raral boircgeodsis hes grown
rafmarkably since the Second World War. This s parliculirly
notceabkle In the Ivory Cpast whers ithiz olass occuples the
strongholds of economic aod politice] power. Bend Dumont ob-
siapves that the rural bourgeoisie is responslble for the back-
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wardness of agricoltuorg and the stagnant economy of the
[vory Coast. In West Alclce and Indeed in most African coun-
trles the rural bourgeolsie concentrates particularly on ungpro-
ducthva and parasiticnl actlvitdes such &5 commerce and money
landing

Middle Lomndowners

These work for thelr own lnlerests and cultvate lend which
they elither own o reat. They depand maloly oo thelr own
afforts, Thay usually have little capital and do mot employ
wage lavbour if they can help It In West Alrica the middle
landowners are a hroad class numecleally sieons

The Poor Peasanis

Members of thls class ocultivale pegligible areas of  laod
insufiicient to meke & Hving. Thereiore they are compslled
to sall their labour powsr as ssasongl workers. The ranks of
this ¢lass grows rapldly o regions of overpopulation, sod
has long Hwed by cultivoting export crops.

The-sivata of small and poor peasaniey is goowing in West
and Nercth Camarébn, whers feude] produotion relationships
nravail, [t 1s also growing In Senegal where agricaltural tech-
niqog I mast peimddive and undevaloped

Agriculivral Workers

These own molhlng but thatr abour powar and  work as
sea=onnl labourers on the farms of the big lapndlords snd the
rural pourgeolsia. some Weast Afrlcan sounlries such as Ghani
and the Ivory Coast sulfes from & shortoge of agricultural Ia
bour, espacially 1o the harvest sesson. But in Migeria theare 1=
a large sorplus of manpower, concealsd wnemployment s
widespredad and there 58 gpoeod deasl of emigration to otho:
irgas, espaciolly to West Cameroon

The shartaen of apciculivcal lahowr n Black Alvica is sebiar-
ally attributed to historfcal reasons, the mest lmportant baing
the slaya trede. There has also beana wholesale deift of the

[P ES:

ity o the By clities, The population of Adcra wlone
rose- by 80 por cent from 1938 to 1944,

The poor peasanicy and the sgriciliural workers ang the
pillar of the socialist transformation in African agriculturcs:

Chig” folosslng thbie produced by the Food and Agricaltoral
N nisation In 1958 shows the strdcfure of the poasanicy In
West Africe and the speclal sigoificance of the middie land
pwness An retntlon o the populailon,
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31 Poar pepsants lass than 2 L

Disintepration m Agriculiural Production

Whal contributes most to tha backwardmass of agriculium
in Africe snd especially In ‘West Africe 1z the subdivislon ol
[arms into small and sneconomical units and the prevalsnce
of small-commodity production

In Ghana, for example, wa find that the pocoa farms; produoe-
ing the couniry's main orop, are disteibuted according to slze
a5 Tollows:

Farii ardd i hectares) PRl g o Torbal Bacin
Lasg than 3 w1
12 aod%
a4 ATy
q4-10 'ha

This shows that 7% of farms have a surlace area of less
than four heetares and 80% of them less than two hectaras,

This sibdiwision greafly reduces tho productivity of labouar
and causes I.'l'.IlI'ﬂ@-EDllh ax stion of the material and homan
forces of production. The-siteation 1s aggraveted by the sear-
City aof Torm Mabowe in many Alvlcan couniries. The prevalenns
of  samall-commaodity pr

mdnotion 15 the cors of the .'IFI".IFHIII
prablam in Atrica, particularly io the West,

The main contteedictlon In ATdlcan agriculfure is (hat srising
bBelwean the oarrow frame of small privite production, oo the
one hand, end the soctal character of modern forces of pro-
duction [modern - 1echnology and scientlfic agriculiwes |

Small-#cale private Tarming 1s a stumbling block In the way
af the Indostriplisation of Africen coontries, especially those
which suffer a shortage of manpower. As long as small com-
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modity prodoction prevalls In the countryside 1 is Impossible
to [res TMATpOWEeTr for |I'.|1i|.|51l':|'

The Co-operatlve Movemeni and the Developmoni
of Agricolinre in West Afrioca

This means Gat the problemsnl agriculinre require a sociol
Isl soluliom. Thére must b a (ransition from private agi']-::uElum
based on small-scale productlon o modern mechanised social-
ist sgriculture, The Instroment of thlis transidon is the de
vialopmend of various types of agricndiural co-operative, starl
ing with simple co-operation in the field of marketing and
credit gnd developing into the most advanced forms of produg
tion oco-oparative farms. Agricolurdl co-operation provides tha
maans of creating o modern agricalture and countrysdde o
Afprica, and ealsing the material and culturdal standoods of
miliions of Alrican peasants

The historical exportence ol the siciallst douniries has proved
that production co-operatives ore fhe best forms of meal seo-
nomie- grganisation, They snable the spontaneous _El'l::-'.l.'lh of
capitalism to be gontrabled,

Marketing cooperatives have ottuined a remarkable success
in uwny Alrlcan couniries, Thelr setvities sod their numbsar
have incesasad groally o the st (el yeaps Tha expansion
of the co-operative marketiog of crops meand the aboiition of
mlddlemen snd Umits the exploltadon of the pessanis by
raders. [L provides the peashnts with-a share of thele labour
surplus which pravioosly the ruml triders veed 10 appropelate
gz trade peofits:

Credit co-gperative. societies -are silll [ew In nomaer, anid
fnck of funds Hmits thele aclivities. The movement ba [orm
such socleties faces severe resistance from troding networks
uid monopolled, middlemen and moneylenders,

Tho highest form ol co-opecation Lo agsicoliure is that of
production co-operatives, which do oot stop al processing and
markating Met directly undecipxe the administrotion and orgnn
tsntion of sgricultoral prodiection, They provide & ramswork
for stable relations of production and disteibution on socialist
lines Greadually, distribotion according to work replaces dis-
lribution according (0 mere ownershlp, Such co-opsrallvay ae3

thll i their early stages and Tace meny technical and eco-
nomie difficalties such d4s the shortage of techinicsl, sclentifle,
administrative and political perzoanel as well as o shortage
of agricdliural machinery.
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The African co-gparatlva movement s facing the task of con
trolling the growth of capltallsm in the countryside and pre
yanflng the rlse of A rural bourgecisie seaking (o use the co-
operatives Tor caplialistlc devalopimant,

1n Guinea and Mall the estoblishment of productlon co-opara
Hurs was accompanied by measures (o prevant e pppeaarancs
of & rural bourgenisio. In 185% the govarnment ol Gulnea passad
i e maeking all =ales and rents of farm lend subjeect to stali
approval, This lew enabled the state (o control changsg in
owneeship and prevan! concentration of the Jand In the hands
ol the e,

The mosi importanl seay [0 @&nsure real squallly among
membears of production cooparatives |s through the disteibu
tlon of thalr lncome according to the emount and goatity of
work conteibsiied. [ LAGHD the government ol Guinga lssuad
cagulations o this question, setiing focth three stages of de
velopment of the co-operative” movemant, In relatlon to the
lockl clreumstances and the development of the enthusiasm
and consciousness of the pEasanis

In the flrst stage, collecilve farms age formed bof they er
ot very extelgEve  and preimitive agsiceltural methods e
s

In the second stuge, collecive EErmsS soo extended and tergsl
inip hlg prodection: anlts; Tha state provides agricoliural
machines an h rental systen, Gattls breading. is glven special
iitention at this stage. Thirky per canf of the [noome is die-
ducted to finence a co-cperative fund and to strengthen the
Hpanofal positlion and  the meaterlal besls of the collectlve
[arm,

In the third stage the co-operatlves become soclallst farms
e the tmie sense af the word And all the village land [ Tapmed
callectivaly.

In Senegal the agriculiural co-operativas arve closely connooi
i with-and supervised by e state, which supplies them with
techidcal and materlal aid. Special atterntion and prigeily s
given to marketing co-operatives comprising 1,200 socigtias

e the [vory Coast the posiiion of the co-oparativd movemang
Iz very differant. The co-operativas, mumbering T societies
with 30,0600 members, are dominatad by feadel and bourgeols
elamants, Thay Include and undte landowners and capltalist
farmaers, Concerngd with morkellbg and ralsing ceedif, they
madnly serve the rural bourgeolsie
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Thi Egyplian Experienoo

Prior ta the revalution landownership In Egypt was highly
voncantrated. Big landowners with more than Fifty feddans
constitniad only five per cent of the iotal momber of land-
owrers it owned 34% of the lotal acable lond: The' small
landowners. comprising 0% of the total pumber owned only
339% of the farm I|2u'|:|5. The: lendless Tellahssn | pegsanls] nwm
b Hwe midlion,

The parcelling oot of lapd inte smalier properties went on
BpACE. !'ll.1|||||u;_.=\. af less than MNee feddans lncreased Tedm
21.8% 1o 3850 al the (etal farm land. At the samse time the
dveriags landownpeship went down from 145 to 0.9 feddans.

The position was madi worse becausa of inlensive explolte
tiom o the countryside through high rents and the metagage
systam.

Thiz parcelling oot of land was responsible for an astimabed
anse rall n ascléullural peoddctivity. The disintercation of
iandownersiitp 18 related to two othar factors

Flesty the weskness of capltalisl r:l_-'.'u'|.'_-_'_||'.!u|_||_—he::auan tha
supremacy af semideudalism handicapped the growth of capl-
ralist farm produdtion, mpeded the process of concenlralion
ol ‘tae mesns ol production and lmited eapital accummlation.

sacondty, the parasitic noture of banking end commercial
ouplial, dominated by Imperlalist concerns, deained an impor-
tamt part of the peafits of prodocers socd robbad them of theadr
aroperiles, They lareclosed on loans made at osurlous rgtes
al interest and held forced doctlons of farm products (o re
covar their dehis

A svsiem of seml-feadal prdduction predomingtied in agrl-
culture, charackerised by the rent ond mefegane systam, This
was g stage of the transition of feudal agriculture {based on
intermal saif-sufficieney and division of lahour) to cepliatist
methods hased on prodactlon for the market, profits and ex-
ploitation of hieed |aboor. Belore the revilution, rented lands
vonstituted sixty per cent of the arabie land, Farmad by [owr
million temani peasants, Big landlords wsed to take the froits
af the pessants’ wark b thie Torm of a money-rent or-a snare
of the crop, usually ootton. The rents of land properties and
tirmlands befare tha revolution reached [ontostic levels, die
(o land monopoly and fevarish speculation. The rept [or one
feddan rose to LEGO, In LOSZ rents: swallowed up 48 pér cant
of total sgricaltural income:
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The rent system hinders the growth of the forces of pro-
duction End resulis In stagnation and underdevelopment. [
musl lead o the [ragmentation of the forces of pooduction,
for each of the millions of felleheen only culttvates a small
fraction of the land he rents, depasding an how miuch he
s ol the primitive means - of production. [E 15 Impossibla
[ use modern machinory within this framawork. 1t s difficul
in such conditions to employ a retional cycle of farm pro-
diucelon, =0 the land deteriorates and Ioses 1= Fertiiey,

Thizs system medant that the rents taken by the big landiords
swaliowed the bulk of the fellahesns' productlon. The Mg
landowners did aot re-lnvest their profits o e fand bl
want in [or luxurions consumption and speculation, espesially
in billdings: Indastry alzo suffered, because insteed of Invesi-
Ing the vast smounts which they teensferred from the connfry-
sida to-the clblies in industeied they putl up palaces o blocks
al luxury Tlals,

The July Revolution and il Laid

The Egyptinn revolution imat tha agrarian problem by con
figcating the lands of the Hoyval famlly and (he canceliation of
the Wakl svstem of Meadalism. This prosidecd. T AOLID feddans
for the fellahoen.

The agrarinn reform almed ot the systematlc restrioton of
landownership, Fent oweas [Enited and mesipoome dncdivides]
landownership fxed ai 100 @ leddans, The Mollonat Charier
adapted in 1552 stlpulated thet by 1870 family ownership too
shoold not exceed 100 feddans. The maxlmum eent of Tamn
land [s flxed al seven times the taxes levied on land, This
averages at about £E25 par feddam.

The Revolotion peid gpecial artention to co-operatlves and
plaved the principal rode in bullding them oup. ThE Co-Opera-
Hves in the sgricalivral reform-sector differ from others in
their structure and role. They ave made up of small peezants,
arming two o five feddans, Thare are no opcage ciess gistinog-
tions among them and geoerally these cocopsratives do o
amploy wage labonr. They are moving from simple cradli or
marketing co-gperaiivies 10 ecoming produclion co-Gperatives,

Agricultural co-oparatives outalde the agravinn reform sector,
however, Include ol landowners and agricultural gapliallisis
a5 well s small and poor farmers, Theough cellabormation with
the rural bodcrgeoisie the big laodowners were able (o domi-
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NALE [hess D-Opariiives, Hut in 1861 the goveroment decresd
that Teae-TINMha of the zeaid on the boprds of directors of oo
optralives must he held by ginall [armocs s an bhdan [lve
faddans, L'ilt‘-lfl-!' the agprarism o A the potivitlhes of the

o-aparatives pra lmited o obinining credit and (o co-operetiva

marketing

Co-oparniive marketing s malnly ol sach expoct  prodscis
i3 cotton, riee eod onions. By epplylng this polioy sucoessiully
e roerdution wis gble fo defest the commarcial capitalists
The stata now has complete dominatlon over the mein espor
prodocts which ape primary sources for the notional acemsn
Fation required [op aoonomic developmeant.

The oonvantional capilalis) private eaterpeise proved bank
rupt In the salution of the peoblem ol the [ragmentation of
.II=:I'|.-ZZ.I|'.I.'.'.I| producilon  and ownership. Tha state Intervensd
t0:solve Lhis problein o 1w sLnges:

During the [rst stage (1909184 ) the organisation and unifi-
catlon of the crop rotation system was suocessfully achisved
Small and scattered farma wera peplaced by big farms

The sogond stage, that of agrdcaliors] Srganlsation. began Lo
t964. The public sectar began to {otervana o agricultore snd
i eElatlons of producilon op the land, with the sim of re
shapine The privaleseaclor on & neEw-socislist basis: These
i|E'F|--IIEI?I| 0of pOvEnCe Teciniques, O0 whing sotantilic possi
mliies. and methods of organisation and administration. The
¥ po-aprEratad with the small farmes o many wWays,
1@ the ling of the Mallonal Gl

Apricultural co-pperation 12 much marfe than simple credit
1o weliieh 1 1% conllned tHE recently,

It starts by the process of pooling agricoiturnl exploltetion
witlch proved w be very successful. It goes paralial with the
[mancial process which protecis the fermear and lberates hin
Fromm msarers and micddlnmen who take The Targess |'.-.1|I of-the
fruft of his labmir. Co-opacaticn also snalles (ke Tar
L8 mast m 2rn mashi and sclantiilc menns 1o ro PEChCILLL
tian. 1t heips-the farmér In marketing, wii enables him fo
thtaln the-highast returns for his conbinaous fabour and (ol

Reclamation of Deserl and Waste Lands

Thie cultivobed aréa L the: UAR represenis anly Tonr pel
cent of 1ts surface drea. That 18 why the horlizontal expansion

Tha Charfor, Englisk lnn pubilshed by nformation Dept,, Coled, pogi




of sgeiculmure 15 a vigal mecessily, The lands reclaimed since
thie Bevolition (1932 amounlt (o sapproxlimalely 700000 fed-
daps. Tha High Dam project is expecied to provide & forther
two milion feddons. These new lands constitats ths nuolens
ol the pobllc setior In agriculiore—state Tarms. AR exampls

mlready exists I Tabicir Proviode

Fhe lamd feforoe regulations have dealt soccessive heawy
lows. to- fepdalism end -land IIill.Ile]:ll'.ll'.. I'ha- ment SYEL
aracked and its sphere ol influcoce has shunk. For e FIrst

-no-Dperative secior has boon estabilisbod in o thio

TlimE a5
lond pelorm  areds, covaring 80435 farldanys or 16 per cent ol
the potal cultived land

The Rural Bourgeoisie

There f= nlso, however, 8 negailve aspect.
W YEars ODavEe wilnessed e growth and expansion ol
ggrarian bourgeoisie, cultivatiog e lamd that they owin edilies
theough tant [on farms from 10 to S Taddans | or by copltalist
exploitaiion of wige dabowr: Prominent ndiestiops of the
arowth of the acrarlan Dourgedos

4] Those owning [pom 2
22,000 In 1952/ to 26,000 In
riod Increasad from Bhd OO0 feddons 1o BLE NN [addans, i
trom 10.9 gy cant-4a-1 L3 pidr cant of the total cultivatad L

bjj The area undee vegptahls and froit growing | mal
tnli=t agricutines | nearly dounlsd during the perlcd 195:2-1
Increasktng  from 54,000 (o 171,000 feddanms; westocl Tarmes
fiave alsh expanded

o} incomas mom agriouiure, incioding vaat, profit and b
07 mEllon in 1560 Lo 2EJIG09 milllon
3 million or £5.8 per cent

Ehie Increass realtssd In property returns ducing this period

[meraasad [ron

Lhelr sharg durcing thael pe

leragis Increasad Iedam

In 1985 —an incraasa of

was gained by the agririan capitalists n the Torm of profits
The siza of land renl was stabilised during thot period ond
limited according, to the |law, The pgricolis hanls g
B evsitem of cheap ocredit, thos limiting refurng 1o [InAncj:

it pltal
Fhe growth and sxpansion ol the rueal bourgeclsie is doa

18 nnimber of Umpockant factors

8 [he prograssive restriction of iondownership  an
hs led the hig lnondloeds (oo move ovar Trom Feuadal




af rent anod saefdpage 100 cepltalisl methods of prododiion
Many big lendlords have shified from the thanks of the feu-
flalists to those of the capltalists and, on the other hand, many
ol the [ormer tennnts hisve been ranslovimsad 1nto -!Igl'll.':llhl.I['E]
labourers.

@ The First Land BEeform Bil! allowed the hig laodlords to
sell land in exdess of legal minimum fhos ipersasing thelr
money capital; 145000 feddans, most of which were pwned
by the rorel bodrgeoisie, were sold to pessants owning  less
thiém 10 Teddhns

® The law on restriction of rents has Jed 0 o decrease In
the rants pald to lendowners by 50 per cent. This big reduootidn
hds henefited the roral hourgeoisie and glven theoy a chanoe
to incraase thelr chplial mvastmenls in fTarming.

& Prior to 161 the rural bourgeolsie, working hand in Inend
with the big lapndlords, wers ahle o dominste the sgricoliural
co-oparativis and to wuse them for extending cepitalist explol
tation on the farms at the expenss of the majocity of the
peasanis. The 19081 law reserving four-fifths of the seats on
ther bogrds ol the ce-opsratives was aimed At countarecting this
tendency. However, (n the absehce of o vangadfrd politice] peety
in the counirysids the rurel bourgeoisle and the blg landlords
were ablm o Irssteote this cevoluoilonary gain and mads 1t
purely formal. They succesded In plading . tholr agents o the
seats reserved for 'smell persants,

The. capitalist parasites in ogricultuce ook advantage of the
siote's agriculiuval credit system. Unpotd debts by capitalis
farmers [ thoze with Inore than 25 feddans) amounted 1o EE (&1
miliion {Le, 75 pér conol] ol the amount owed (oo (e Bank
of Co-pperatiyve and Agricaliural Credit, althaough they constital
ad only £51 per cent of the debtors; This means simply that
Ul agrarlan copltalists are ransiorming publio I!.'|||II:':l| Into
private capltal. They are using poblié funds for developlng
agrarian cepliallam. The government, throngh the crop market-
Ing co-operatives, hdas relallaied by the compulsory deduction
of dues from the proceeds of the crops which are markeled
ro-opaTatively.

Parasitic capitatist exploitation in agriculiure 5 Also mand
fested by the Tabuloons: profits obtalned by the facal chpliatists
from rentitng thelr agricultural implements [aspecially trAciors,
nod irvigation eguipment] (o-smadl Eermers &t vary high priges.
They chorpe 200 plasires for ploughlng one Teddan, thaugh
ihe post 15 only 130 plasires. [n this way they make uss of
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thelr monopolistic positlon, [or they own 12672 tractors, B0
per cent of the total But the agricultural co-operatlves own
anly 1080 teactors, & per cent of the total, & similar situation
rppties with regard 0 Irrigation egquipment,

This fncrease in the social and economic steength of rural
saplialism has led to the expansion of s polidcel domination
at thir axpanss of the peasant masses,. Todey, dppacvently in
the absancs of the vanguard party ino the countryside, the ruaral
bodrgsoisle has taken over mosl of the |leeding positions . in
varions mess organisations and enterprises, including local
commitiesas of the Arab Sociabst Union, co-operative societles
and yillage coincils. [t bas pepetrated Into trode unddn Grgi
nlsations o the conntryside,

Things reached such & dengerons siege that 1l was neces-
sary last july to sef up the Committes for Liquidation of Feua-
thiillsm, headad By the First Yice-Presldent of the Republic.
[he fonocton of the Committes f= not only io eliminate the
clags- of M landowners wha have ovaded (he laws: ol U
agrarian ralorm, but alse to. eliminate the power of the
reactionary Iorces that penateated Into tha Socolatist Union and
into the administrative apparatus In (he countryside,

The Commiteee 18 putling an eod 10 the Teodallst tercorism
in 1he cotnteyside, 4 confemnoe was hald on-Septembar 8, this
year, comprising members of the Agricolturel  Developmant
wammissiocn of the Nallonal Assembly, | the pEasant e bErs
al the Executive boresns of governorabes and towns, axperts
o0 agriculiora, irrigation and: co-operatlon snd pepresentatves
of farm labourers:

The chnference adoptad a nummber of mportant prograssiva
recommendations, such as the cancellation of the merayage
system and the representation of peasants on the boarcds of
Apriculiural Banks in the governorates. The conferance recom-
mended that the statos of agriouliorel labourers end sepsopel
workers he deflnsd, (o stop  labour oontraciors infiltrating
into the Agriculiural trade union organisations.

Finally, it recommendad that the flrst steps be taken io set
up ]:IE'l:Ij'.l':E:E-' toundcils and that the Hgoldation of LHteracy
ahould be regarvded is o oafional problem requiring the Erail
est concentration of effort.

These ere the general irends of the developiment of he
agrarian probilem In Ef;.:g,'pl




TRUE NATURE OF IMPERIALIST "AalD"

MICHAEL HARMEL

1t is high time that o mora thorowgh and profound invesdga-
Hom wis made into the whole guéstion of Imperdalist Invest
ments and so-called aid in Africa and othar areas politely
referred fo A% “developing areas—a suphemism for the fact
ihat they are oreds OfF extmeme povorty. This poverty 14, ol
coutse, 1he result of o recent past [ sime cases, of o still
continuing  presant) doring which thele pedples suffered the
riviiges. ol colonialism

Such rare studies as exist on tha-guestion of lmperiaiist in
vegtments are alnnst exclusively Ironpl the polnt of view ol
e lvestor. And [F hardly paéds sawlng that thelr studles are
of no great valoe to the African and other padples ssaking to
understand the neture of imperialist investment mod ©eid™,

Morwadays almosl avary transaction lnvalving the rinsier ol
capital, goods or perspnnel from the developed capliniist
states - to the phor counteles js described under the general
heading of “ald™. Whaiher the rapsaction conslsts of certain
grants, often thinly -disgoised bribes, or old-fashioned private
inwastments, or aven milltary equipment actually destined fo
nse-against the - recipients™, 1t 15 all Tomped 1ogetlier as il
This @ picture I8 gradunlly, Insidutusly and persistontly boill
up ol “rich™ countries Bs “donors" who generously, beney-
plently and owt of the goodoess of thelr hedrls are dispos
of wast amounts of “ald" to the “poor countries™ which are
strangely unappreciative and, even mope sirangely, do ool
sipein (0 be getilng any richer, but are aven falling backward
in thetr llving standards, both velatively to the rich countrles,




id avan o many cases, inabsalute terms of average income
pur head,

Tha “[ioke of assisfanca {0 loss devolopad counleieés” from
the group of coplialis: countries assoclated with the Qrpaniss-
tion for Economlc Co-operetion pod Levelopment [DECEH],
gomprlsing the .S, Canada, Turkey, [apan and all the West
Evropsan capltalist countries, is estimated in an officlal pukdll
cation of this arganization at the sam of §) milllon .5
lolars [or the yiesr 96 Bul the lext makes (L cléar thal
“the totals are made up of many forms and types of assistancs
Grants and losns are added together, as are capital goods,
gansumear goeods and echnical assistence™
ild be said that this meathod of presanting statistics
savours more of advertlsing =schnigues and propeaganda than
of serlons economic aEalysis [T I roe hat, espacially In
rocenl ywars, and under the stimulos of genuine, distnterasted
and froternmal help glven by soclalist couniries to help over-
come the herliage ol colookalism, some réeal and valaeable aid
higs beon gilven by some: Western povernmanis. Though, one
should -add, even here [t Was frequently besn affersd onder
monditioms, wrkiten or sowrltlen, which are l.l||.||_'|_.l_::}|.|I|I|: LLi
any counicy which Yvalues s indeppondsnce:. We- pecall, for
axample, the ‘action of tha West German Govelmment on the
aoccagton of the declsion by Taneandn (o authorise the opaning
of a'consulpte 1n Tarses-Saloam by ‘the Germen Democratic
Hapunlle. The Bonn Govermmenl (hereapons pndlaters iy beoe
i Five-Year Tining and Add Agresownt with - Teanzanis 1<|||
zanla, on lts part, cancelled all its other aid agreements with
Honn. As exploined by President Julius Nyererse: “The cholce
Belore Tanzania wos then elear: we coudd aither aocepl dicta
o [rom West Germany and conflnue to receiva economic
ot -mrtld the next thoe we proposed o do someihing ey did
not ke, or we could ‘malnlain our policles and lose- the a#id
immediataly. In effect; therefore; we had to choose whether
o decoma a puppat stale of Germany In return (o Bny charioy

sha cared 0 glve us™
Capltnlist govarnments- hove not changed hair F.l.'l[U.I'“'—'hl?l.'
will pol sapdly e found glying "::-::-m-'ll'rllm:: for noth ing Tha

newly-lngependent AfricEn countries may Il{-'_i:':[‘.l'i_lll'_ll' |.|"'_.|_:|.I
caplial Tor developmen!l projecis: but the purposa of |]{-l.-'|::’_;_;.|:|
ment 1s.1o ‘:--:.I|l_'.i!|ln.'ll'ﬂ and consolldate |I'|IJ[!|:IIZ!I!IJ|'-.'I'II":E'.. I the
pranting of -::-E||'|Il.'|| iz at the price of independencea then s
purpose ks odefested from the outset. Thus, even the cesslon
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of outright grants is not the simple-and straightforward trans
actlon It may appear to be, The “rich” denor [grown rich, 1st
% remember, by lha wery precess of lmperiallst explofiation
and downrighl lootiog which bhos maode the reciplent “poar"” )
iz by mo means potuated by purely benevolent and altroistic
moilvis, Bullying, Mackmail, Intrigue; Interference and CoTrTup-
tlon are-oftan the ugly accompaniment of what Iz paraded &s
charity,

Apother form of “ald™ 15 toans, whether “soft" |[long-term,
low-interest] or "hard" [short-term, high-interast], on a gov
eroment-io-government besls. Agaln we muost guestlon the
sermantic basls of caliing this type of lransaction "aid™. Usually
the loans are “tled’; they are meant for the purchase of spa
cifllc equipment from fhe couniry which mokes the |ogn,
Govermment monégy is ook, It omounts: o the axpayer in the
capitalist conmivy financing the private mamifactorers and mid
digmen who supply ihe eguipment or sarvices concernsed, In
his ook Jfaferngifona! Abd, the Oxford economist, . M. L.
Little, makes the shrewd observation that: "It is mizsleading (o
lump thesa (loans) [(and some othar kinds of “ald') together
wihim assessing althar (the odsis 0 donoes and lenders orF the
benefitsio reciplents: Meoneglanders may benelit their clienis,
tuf wpde pot think of them aa giving old

Tiipmsist: niso: b observed with respect 40 e granting and
receiving of stote-io-Etate loans:

(2] that vary often loans: are “sold" by high-pressuce (m-
paErinllsl salesmen ool very cscrupulogs b thelr methods {or
tha purposs of buying geods and sguipment of na real valua (o
davelopmant, and

(1) thal many African opunlvies are finding an Decessing
proportion of thelr already low revenues golng towards "secwlc
ing" previous loans—that is, to paying them back, plus In-
parest. With states as with individoals, it 8 nof sound practice
to find omesell ln the cluiches of the moneylendars

Avcording o the London imes | Sepiember 20, 19684, the
riln of accumulaiion of new debts has Fallan (o a 10 par danl
inoraAsa A Year comparad with 15 per cant In 14964, " tha
tirdan of debt repoyments s costing the poorer countries
4 per cent of thelr export earnings,

According o oa UN Report, s&ven Alrican couniries [ Rho-
desla, Malawl, Sudan, Ghons, Migerda, Morocot and Tunisla]
alope spent 143 million dollers in 1843 |as egalnst 31 mélllon
in 1938 1o ropaying Ionns

£




Thus, one finds that unlass the wimost caution 15 exercized
in-analy=ing exactly what Kind of "pld"™ i belng glven' by the
capitallst counlries, we o shall be merely confributing [owards
rreating the absurd ond distorcted plctuse they ara trying (o
fdraw—of kind, weselthy “donors", on the ons hand, and poor,
uneEateful Mrecelvers™. onl the other To ke an axirsame
snmple; At anarmous cost fo tho Amerdcan thkpayer, all Kinds
of hombs and missiles, cheamical and blologleal weapons; are
manufacturad In Amerkca, iransported (o American ships, load-
pd into Amarican atrerafl and dropped by US military persan
nal on Vistnem villeges to kill women and children and o
daestroy the hard-won economic  achlsvements of the Demo-
ceiatlc Republic: of Vietnom. And this-ghastly peoject, with
grotesque and unbelisveable audacity, is labelied “ald for Viel-
nam” and peraded before the world as part of thz “pro
pramme for assistance o developing countries™.

& particularly blatant misuse of this overworked expression
“abd" ia tts appllication to the flald of privete Investmiant 1o
Africa and other argas rich 1o raw matecdals bul pooe 1o Hwing
stendards. The monopoly fltms which Invast thelr capital in
our’ pountries have no Intention of “sEding" anybone ‘Except
thamsolves, Thiy seoak only thelr own peolil and -enrichiment.

Theay are nat in the lepst tnterestad In how ooy starvlng,
Literate people, prey to evoldeble disesses, there may be in
an Alrican countey. They arg nlecesdad L

1, The presance in large gquantities of valuabile raw malecials
which can be removed snd taken abroad for sale. This accodnts
or 1l |'_|r-:'p|:-||-:3::|':::||_'|.= of |mpecialist Investments n ATelcan
couniries with large deposits of oil, gold, diamonds, coppar,
Bt

2, Tha oxistence of whal they oall “politics]l stakdiity™. This
immdans in practice regimes which are sympathatio to tha neads
ol forelgn inyestors, give them peiockty in thesupply of power,
lramsport, wiater, eté., ses lhol labour is ¢heap, dockles and
abundant, guaranies against militant trade wolon or rodical
political apposition The "ldeal” regime from the point of view
of the |mperfalist lnvestor is the old-doshloned colonial od
ministration. But as that 1% oo longer pessible they wodld iKq
to-heve & reglme which conforms as closely as possible to the
pltérn sl In colonial times, with the dillesencs nly that
Africans are found o fnlfll the functions of the peaviows lin
perfallst administration. Unfortunstely, soch Africans are to
e Tound among the social strate which have sdopied the ont-
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ook of the Wast European and North American bourgeolslie
seelffsl indlvidualism and ~get-rich-guick™ ot all ocosts. 10 1S
trom such strata that persconel is receaited for tha neo-colos
niaiist regimes-of which, unformnately, ssveral fxamples gre
to be found in Alricoe

OFf course, one cannot deny that, subjected to propec contrl
and  pravided 1hat It does not play & dominant part In the
aoonomy, foreign Investmant, from swhatever source, can play
a paeitiva role in lhe development of [ndepandent econcmles,
But neither shoold one forgei that the export of capitel by the
linance-capltal mopopolies is at the very hearl 8o ESSence
of modern {mparialism,

I his classic work fmperiglism, the Nighest Stage o] Capiral
fann, writlen [ifty vears aga, bot stlll the most penetrating
characterisation of impeeiatism, Cenin drew attention o JiEsd
this aspact, when he wrote:

"I|r|||Fu'I,"|.|.h.||' I capitalism In thal stege ol development 1n
which the dominanca of monopolies and finance capilal has
astablished |tself; Ino which the sxport of capital hes ncguired
pronounced lmportence; In whlch she division ol the world
amomg the internnlignal irusis has begun; Inowhich the division
of all tarritories  of the globa emong the biggest capltalisi
powers hisdmean commpieted”

O course) thial was belore Ootobed 1017, when the prooéss
of wresiing a8 lacge part of the earth's territory out of tha
sphere of Imperiallsm and capitallsm began—4a prooess which
I5 continning ot over-inceeasing spaad. Bul olheredse: thare
iz mothing in Lenin's definitlon which needs to be chonged.

Alrichn governiments which are prepaced o modify thelr In-
ternal and externnl policies in ordar to “atirect” imperlalisi
investiment may have the highest motives, but In fect thay are
placing theld independence In the gravest jeopardy,

It iz true. that imperialist snyvestmant doss prowvide the ap
pearance of change and development Mines and oll wells snd
afhier enteérprises are provided, an Infra-straectoce ol raliways
and communications may be doveloped and be of lasting walue
Hut we must never lose slght ol the underlylog reallty—the
purpnse ol the export of such captiel o our couniries s not
io pit weealth into Africa bul b0 extract waalth Irom Africa for
the benelit of [orelgners, Ay macginnl and ncldeniel adyan
teges [end oftan these:are (llusory rather than real) for Afri-
Lan countries pre subordinaie oo the purpose of the Inyest-
menis;




My own codnbry, South Alvice, s e slriking sxample of the
effects of unrestrained admission of Imperielst capital on 1=
own terme South Afrlea wes " made safe'™ o [arelgn capital-
igts by the Boer War of Beitish Imperialisom sevenly yoars ago
It beoame the plopser example of neo-colonfalism alresdy ai
ihe beglonning of this century when politica]l power Wes trans-
ferred to the sehite minoeity, Since then more impeciallst o
vastmeni has poored into- the South of our continent than into
all the other couniries and reglons of Afrlca put together,
dritlsn Investment alone, on the basis of real, not ook, values
of shares, s astimated ol over £1.500 million. Other foreign
investments, U.S, French, Wesl German, Japansse, eic, are
rapidly increasing. In 1960 alone, during the messive resoue
operation' mounted by US. finonee capltal to prop up the
scpnomy of the aparthetd regime; American Investments {inclod
Ing loans from the Interpalional Monetary Fund and tha In-
ternational Bank for Reconstructon and Developmeni] wers
poured 0 1o an extant exceeding 3200 million,

How was South Africa “henalited” by these Invesiments? 1o
ciih be sald thal we bave g good trapsport system, moderns
ratlwevs, poris; roads. Wa have blg-and imposing cities, shops
crowded with luxoey goods, 8 vast aod costly &1ate apparains
unparalleled in Africa, devéiopad- ggricultice ohd, sedaondary
industries,

Aut wehat & price-has bean pald for these “assels” 'which
exist in our gountry but mgre the: exclosive property of [oreign
gcs: and the privileged .white minorityl Here ars only some
al the dehlt 1Tems:

I, 87 per cant of the couwntry iz In the hinds of the allisnee

of indlgenons whites and foreign imperiallats. The 87 per ceni
molades gl the industeies, developed agricoliure, ciiias, har-
bogrs, afrparts and other wealth—Ilargaly the creation, ot us
ramember, of the labour, the sweat and the hlood of our an
slavad’ Alrkcan majoriiy,
2. The remaining oveccrowded 13 peEr cenid "regarved' Tor
Africany s e vast rural sluom, typical of “endeveloped” Africa,
gntirely Incapabie of supporting s population or developlng
L resOurces.

3, Politically, socielly and economically the price of this
omaskibed development has been the establlshing of & regime
ol wibitldled terror and racialism, whose crimes and oulragas
agalnsl humanity are an a par with thoss of Hitler Garmany.

4. Tha wast state machinery g basically a felghitfol englne of

aar




appresslon  and  aggression to subjugate the  revolutiopary
massss dnd threaten the ndependence of (he antlre continemnt
of Alricn.

One could profong this lst of negative results of fmperialist
invesiment In Southern Africa indefinitely, Let thosa African
lpaders who are &0 keen [0 encounrags forelpn lmperiatist n-
yvestmant ol any cost pay beed o the lessons of the South.
it may causae them (o ithink agaln.

It Is precisely hecanse the BEepubllc of Sooth Alcvica i an
Investor's paradise that the big imperialist powers ara Gut,
at such pains, o protect and save the evil Pretoris meglme
froin the dangar ol e Soulh Arlcan masses and theie sup-
porters o Africa and all over the world

To decelve world opinlon, and with loathsome hypocrlsy,
they pratend 0 condemn apacrtleid as morally indefensibls,
Bul in practice ihs tmperialist powars obstrucl svery Intermo
tional attempt to make South Alfrica observe elemaniery homan
rights. They sahotage solemn decisions for sanctions: boyioits
and Isolation of this pegime. Thay defy UN resolutions and
mainiein and exiand their diplomatle amd commercial rela-
tiopshidps, thelr military links with South Alrica, They protect
Smith aod his gongstars in Zimbabwe, they arm Salazar in
Mozamblgue, Angola snd-"Portuguess” Guines: They peck and
mangauvee the so-called International Courl of Justice s0 as 0
condone the [Hegal annexailon of the mandoled tecritocy of
south Wesi Africa.

More-and more it ds bacoming chear et the riEgime of. tha
Mol hangman Vorster is in fact not an indepandent govern-
ment at all. Sonth Africa s in the pockets of the internetional
fingnce-capiialist monopolles, In Tadl Vorster and hils gang
are thelr junidr partmers, thefr caretakars and their policemen

[mperialist investors \n Afrlcan countries ask and recelve @
hlgh rate ol rélurn on thely Investiments, They expact 10 see
thelr capitol outlay back sgain in shout four years. That means
an annual rate of profit of 25 per cent or woce.

We hear much aboutl the “flow of Investments™ from the
Sdonor counteies” (o the reciplents; But very ltile s said
aboot the reverse flow—ithe How of profits, dividends, nierest
paymanis and invisible exports Trom the "poor” countries back
to the “rich' ones, The Imparialists have been eXporting crp-
ital to Afrvica for owver [y vears. Many of their “lnvest
ments" haviee besn repoid many fmes over o the matural
wailih and the creative labour of oor working people. The




[igures for so-called "eid" are well publicized, but the figures
for the reuarse .fn'r.IL- are discreetly hldden away and hard to
el 1 sugesst thial this reverse flow s [ar bigger In volume
than all the so-oalled aid put togethar.

| suggest thet these figures will go B long way o expleining
pxaclly whiy W are ",':r.-l.lr" and ey dare b L

The Imperialists have been draining our countries for gener-
ations, snd they are still doing 50, We shall never overcoma
our backwirdness and astablish true indapendence and agual
ity for our people until this dralnage |s stoppad. That means,
daboyve all, that Alrlcanyd must be masiers ln thelir own coon-
tries, Advice’s wealth most be restored 0 s rightlul owners,
tha African people.
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THE ALLIANCE OF THE FORCES
OF THE WORKING PEOPLE

The Egyptian Experience of the Form
of the State in the Stage
of Transition to Socialism

PR FAU AR MURS]

!_'.'r_:r!.' ;i'l.'-"_-'_:_l:_|-;|r|::|:!.' sitmation divides society In wo: the
|la=ges and soolal forces who are {07 the revolotion and fhosa
who Are against 1T,

Tho wictory of the cevolutlon 65 a whole depends an (0e
ibvility of its leaders  correctly o estimata the positlon, al
paCh .‘:‘I.I:_.'I-I of the varlons classes 1o i-DE'.E[}'.

Whao 15 Tor the Feyotion and wiio Is-4galnst itY In whosa
honds does power caside, and 10 whose hands shall it be trans-
[arred? This I8 tha cagclsiva -\.|:.IIE‘E|.-|.I.'ITI

The posltion of &ach soclel class s not determined by pood
ur bad intanficons, bot by objective colfaris which are subject
o scdantiflo .JI'I-H..!EE-H.

A class is defined primerily by s place in the system of
production, s reldation o the means of production, 145
rola In the social lill'r'_,n'll'll.‘i-'ll-i-i.'l'l of labour, and EU:IEE".I'.”.“"I'.'T
by the extent of 1iz share in the weslth of society and the
means by which 10 acgulres Lhis weslth,

Tha attitude of a class (owards the revolotion depands on
it5 role In the process of social producton, Doss [t play a
rale that increases prodiction quantitatively and qualitativelyy
Bl 4= actvifies indredse he material wealth of soclety? Does
It =paK 1OF NEW _’.i-f'l.'lﬂl.lr'l:.\'i.: [Groesy Loes 1 g2a ahsad with pro-
duction, develop productive Torces and the relations of social
production? In bried, does |1 propal the wheel of history {or-
ward or hold 1t back?

Thia answers 10 these questions wiil show whether sach
:’\-|'.IE'!:IT|" cless is for or aEainst tha revolutlon
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af tha ravhiutden  must define
0 @= W be gble o astablish an
ry clusses In order to ligoidate antl
pyoliuticnary classes which no lonper contribote- o produe-
flon, and have become o fetter on the Torces and relations of

of rovolution

i T SOUin {50 s I % -'ll-'il_!||_ uely it
allianée con ovarthrow the podwsr of the old resctiogary
5 -and gstablish the power of the mew revoluticnary

| BEsas

e wili

A
14

hiroogh-soch alllances avery revolution astablished its oaw
TFCINT [n France, ths bourgetis revalution was i'.-'_-:l_'-|1|_E'IE-.|'I|'.-I:I
thrpngh the-broad il oiutionnry classes led by the
rising bourgnodisi thie pridotarian

gomplished throogh the alliance of revohition

Wiy

I by the pealatarint
Thir Allionee of (he Workiog People

similarly the alliance of the forces ol the' worldng peopla

was established IniEgypL

Th victory of the national lally In the Suez
traktle, i amly roized ue of economic lhdependence,
Lie revoindon had to go ong The natlonal leadercs tha top
magt pasitiong moved forward [Irom o codventional nationakiat
position 10 ong of a g afb long-renge national o social
sformation. o 1581 aod- thepester (bey ok axecotiva

measures 10 repllse his alin

evolution, gspa

by Naotlonal Charis iopted n 1962 axpressed this lredd

in the formulation “The Inavitability of thae Socialist Solotion®,
Thls- glorions slogan was aoe E tlonal

poniod by the org
working Peopla’s Forces”
gonstitudonal Tormule, 18 was basically
1 fghting eaneept for the contiouily of the revolotion 1isell
Ihe mosses have ploced thelr hopes in this cong by which
the country ls being ransformed 0 socialism. In
lact “The Alliance of the Working Peopls's Forces™ la the
Eypilnn formula for state POWEr gorlng e |:-r‘..EC-I| ol transs
on th sooctallsm.

wits ot jost 8 State

18 |ea [ o revolutan dectarsd that tha
idellam and non-national capitallsm  ghould ba
ovarthrown and peplaced by s legitimate hesir, the slllanco

ol the worklng podple's forces

alliance of




The paburs of the present stage of the revalution provides
pbjoctlve conditlons Tor the rallyving of 8 number of social
{orces from the revolutionary Amp, compe SIE mainly the

workaers, peasants, saldiers and revodotionasy indallsctonts; o

gitther with {hit sectons of the national ‘caplialist - class wno
accept the socialist wiy of davelopment and wha taka pard
In developing produotlon

The camp ol coumber:-fevoiution [ co
of tha old reglme which arbse an the basis of doininallon by
the exploiting [endatdst and  Ccaj classes. These forces
imcloclé: e feadalists, big capliallsts and Sedilons of (ha -
reauoratia copitalists whe solated themselves foom o rayo
lutlion mad i!-|_:|.ll'.I:-\.lZ!-\'.= 15 ﬂl.'l_';l:‘.-:l'.'l.'l'.!:::. Ihgee forges sirive to retaln
thely clazs priviieges and relect the power of the working
|:-|:'|:|'||-:l Thiy are backed By coloniallsi apd oed-coioniilismn
sACTion wWhething DpEN Or congaaled

nposed of e [onoes

BEOd Oy Arab

The Hislorical Conditions in Which the NMew Power Appeared

History has pliced esach here 615 11 Is the Egyp-
it rewolutionary expecience aml the characier of our socioty
swehich s produced for ns-this naw powar and whlch governs
pur partdceiar path o soclalism. We shimld therefore consider
thie i featuces of our expeRence: which s shapad the [arm
OF OOr raviuian

Flrst,  tho-Suez. airie wes [nE- p
which abollshéd ariallst domlngtion snd exposed Toudal
lzm; The big bourgesizie had 1o choose whethar (o partdipats
in Egyptlan develdpment or align iiself with colondallsm and
feidnlism. The Suer hatlle glso demonstrabed the characts
of tho working people, their genuline patriotism and readiness
to repel the Invaders, The battie aof Sueg sharpty dellned the
fwi campe—rrvolutionary and countos-reeotutionary,

alp ol natlonnl strfoegpis

secondly, thr sfrugole. for economis depelopment made- 1
tmperativa o advance: the revolution o a higher leval. A na
tooal resolotion will be abhovtive 0T i0 is oot teanslocmed into
A sooial revolotion, responding W the demands-of the classes
which had long been deprived of soolas chnpnges. Hecanss
thest demands werd neglacled by the leaders of (he 1919 ravo
lution, that revolution stopped hnlf-way, Those letders lelt th
padasanl Question a8 it Wes before, Cal 1 oo a lierce !ElTl.I,!.-.ﬂll?
ngalnst A w &nd lried 1o corrupt- the consclenoe of




g inteiias iuais. Th o develop @ significen

natiorn] bolurgeoisia,

Alter the Saez- oaitls coeniry faced an Inienss
egonomic. strigele, the blg bowrgeolsis wits lsolsied and shown
up for what it was: o class aligoned with hoperislism and fau
dalisin, sabotsging development and hostlis o eponomle |n-

depan pnes,

Unce tha |ssue ol indespendence bad, 1o -essence, e decid

ied the fate. of he revoluilon depanded on the siruggle [0

iyl opont and sScial change. The choloe of the soclalist way
o devRidpment was laescapabnia. It was a hHistorical ineviis
biiry,

Thivdly, the natlone] boorgéolsta played o positive-role ' tn
the" natlonal revolutlon, |mperis 1 ad iniendified the on
evenness of economic deve OpmEnt Oc CApEfatism, Thereiors
the: capitalist class always strove o drive oot dmperiallsm-and
lEquidete [eadaiisim. Mast of them, in the Intorests of the no
tional cewoliuton, were prepared to go a long way Lo strength
&n lndependsnce. and carry | throwgh (] o diay showed
graat revolutioneey polentlobity. & 1o tiom of i nation-

wlist capltallst Sless hove LDoen prépaced o mecspl socialisni
ag # o means for devaloping our economy and. consolidoting

] '.l'[.ll:'.-Zlil-EI'rZ B

Fourthiy, e worker sOCiallsE and ommnnlss l'.:EI:..EIEJI:.El'l:I:.
Were not phi2 o becoms gn &frective resalutlong ¥ Lorce ."h'-'!:r
lachked close ties wilth e masses aspecially with the peasant
tiajarity, This led fo o lack of moss pélitical consclousness
l'rl:liﬂl'l."!:::.i'.'l'_' L ':.:.'[]!:.illil:’. ocontriburad 8 STERT i.

2al’ in spreading

t I Vil s 1 T i ' |
1 0% 1%l FOBRY B0 SITROCSINETIEOR L8 gEf ciallc  ppdveinsi

rhey nfluanced mportint sections of the workerss and nlel
lectuals, But they wara hampered by the conoentrotion of ihe

was usied for oppresslon and persecotion | y e teaclionbrie
tnd By the Iaok of well-estahlished deniocrstc traditions 10 ou
cOouniry.

Tl terrorism used by reoctionary forces . against the Com
nunlsts and &l progressis nty hmited

dnks wilih one another and greeatly sweakenad all of them

JE mneinl move

Al these [aoiors mentloned above deiermined the slogan
of the mlifamce of the wocking people’s forces as the mos

sutfable formulation in ERYPLAN CIrOIMSIORCRE




Hevolotlonary Power
[ proclobo the establishmant of o new power by moans

The old T
! Talk of Its own accord. A revolut a1 .|I.'".'||' st
e waged by the masses 0 selza the strongholds of reacton
ol to galn control over capltnl and over the state. This
itruggle fs gl gpolng on, The reactionery alllance 14 g0l 16
exlstence. The ] conguesi of poswar by the fordes ol the
wikrking pdopla [z essantial lor the accomplishment of the
tasks of the period of transition to soclalism,

onst iutional decinration s not aod g

The sofid & 1 Pepsee of
domimition ol the o

i revolutian is tha pisopla’s
5 of production—he ownership of tho
muln maidns ol production represented Dy the |.l.'|.l.!.. sECtor
and the development of the co-operative movemant in agricul

tEre

Baalitically, the widesi missas muost be united, orpanised and
developed ideclogically. The Arab Socialist Unlon and lEs @o-
Littcal leadershlp provides e basis-Tor (e political and

rEansatonal axpression ol notiooel andty.,

The Matgnal Chorter provides an ldeological [oundation. &
-._.|:I a5 seipntific sociallsin ota the paviicular pesds of Ol
pedple amd thele comtimimer ropolutlion. This basls is enlarged
I 1 reyo il InnTY acdviies ano Ideological contribotions

Fresldant Nasyer and other lesders ol e ravolalion

Thus, the three basss of the alliancd of the'working peopls
ire soclal, organisational and ldeclogtaal.

JdHhe- e 11 [, thess Lhree ba
are alweys g unfy i-cavolution, The leaders
1 i unarring revolutionary sanee, o

= o pnl vemaion statlo 1

I3 1 . S
ginning i

the mass movems

Conbinoaudly  aodvaneine
Democracy and Metainvship

1he mew power gontains both aspects of & stade;, o demog
racy and @ dictatorship. The dictatorial aspect is directed
apninst the enemiss; and the democrotis ASPBECIS BErYA 10058
who hold power, the worklng peopla, Thore 18 evary [eaado

or tha people;, ot no Imedom for reectionacy feodalism and

A pEstisn
"||- '|'\-l||| Honars foreas o yaf ramiEl | ol from powWeér
[he revolutionary forces cannol reméain alool from poswvér

Fhey must make full nse of [Cagalng conniar-reen] il

1. Fior
4 long rlme state power has been ased agaiost the revolotion



gry forces. Now It 1s & means to be used by these foroes in the
sarvice of historical progress.

Dictmtorshlp s power, anreestricted by law, and relying on
the forces of the revolotion. Of coorse, the aspects of dicta-
torcship should not exceed the limits npeaded o accomplish
the tasks of the transition pericd. [t5 use Is Himited to break-
ing down the reslstance of the sxploitecs and to schisve re-
constroction. [ts three basic methods are:

Flrst, the economic Hguldation of the feudallsts and caplial-
ists by dispossessing them of thelr property, with or withouot
compensation,

Secondly, the political Uqguidation of (hese classes, through
depriving them of political righis and isolating them,

Thirdly, thelr social lgquidation, anishlng [om the counRiry-
side the [eudalists who rmesist progress, together with the
leaders of thelr terrorlst gengs.

Desplte all thess measures Influential vestiges of the ex-
ploiting classes remaln, supportad by International capltalism,
It must not be {fortpotten that capitalist welues Bnd customs
have en gntronchod for countless generations. The resist-
ance-of the explodbing elemaots s mulliplied sftec thair
dowerthrow, and there ls all the more pneed to wis the [ull
resources of state power acadnst them.

For the working people, howevar, this dictatorshlp i3 o de-
mocracy, The new reglma doas not conslst meinly in the usa
of powear, It means above all the organisation of soctal labour
4t higher lavals than capliallsm can achiave,

The working people’s democracy is 8 form of class alllance
of the varions classes deflnoed above. For thls broad sacilon
of social forces it 15 8 comprehensive demacracy,

The working people's democracy doss not signify the end
of clags struggla, It 1s a development of that stoiggle In new
Iorms, more advonced, more moture and more sultable for
1ia aim of abolishing classes eltogethar,

Unity Within the Allinnee

A1 the Torces of the working people stand togethar against
the forces of countec-revolution. They form & natlonal unlly
axpressed In the Arab Sociallst Unlon, the primary . organiss-
ttonial level of the alfiance, The stele, established by this
altlanca for natonal onlty, advances the mevolition, safe-
poards troe democoratic valoes and provides an arenn for the
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damocratic resalution of ¢lass siruggles among the working
people’s forces

Tha state formed- of thesa healthy forces within the ootion
Is not thet of one clrss, bul ol séveral revolutlonary classss.

Which class plays the lsadling roled The answar to this quas-
tion waries at differsnt stages of our tevolation, o Che Tiest
stags the neational bourgeoisie played the leading part. In the
followlng stage, which s stlll contlnulng, the patty bourgsolsie
and Its ideciogists among e povolutionary intellacioals, are
In the lead, However, of all thesk classes the working class
15 destined by history to play the lerding part In boilding
soclalist socioty. But It will oot #ifalo this leading position
until the pessent masses and the ravolutionary intellectoals
recognise s fitmess for lsadershlp and are convinced that
this Is the sure guorantes for complete viciory

The unity of the toiling masses, the workers and peasants,
1a the basiz of natlonal unity and the guarantes of transition
to socialism. These classes are the majority ol the  people.
They heve suffered explpiteton for meny yeare and ara
desply’ Interesped In the revolufion, Tha Batlonal Charter,
bfigact Gn the democratic axparlanes of the rovolution, has
stipulatad | thees [mportant principles to esteblish this cless
unliy:

& Hagerving hell the seats in represantative assemblies [or
paasants and workars;

L] al:nwim:_..g workers (o pacticipate fn the administration of
gntarprises ln the publle sactor;

® The domination of co-operative societles by the Tural
poar,

There are two [avels of onity, thet of nationsl unity among
all revolutionary forces, end: that of class anlty betwesen the
WOrHers and peasants.

This shoild ba: reflecied by two levels of orgsnisation. On
the notional lewel there is the Arab Socielist Unfon. On tha
level of class organizations there |5 tha polltical organisation,
which, 1t ks suggpestad, might ba called the Party

This political organtsation 15 not o Communlst Party. Though
euidad by scientific sociglism, the tested scientific doctrina, it
does not addapt the philosophical principles of Merxism-
Lenlnlsm. Its social base I much wider than the working class;
although 1t recogrises the special significance ol tha working
clags within its ranls.

We proceed from cerfaln facts.  Scleptlfc soclallism, the
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spience of eoclallsm, 1= wictorlous on-a world scale. Tesied
revalutionary leaders, beadesd by the milltant Gamal Abdel
Masser are thers to falfil the people’s aspirations for buflding
soclalisin end accomplish achisvements of & socialist charac-
tor, Many soctalists, including the Marxists, who do not have
i separate arganisation but cally aronnd the legdership of Presi-
dent MNassar, are participating. Proceeding from thesa facts
tha fssue of uniting all soctallst forces arises with sll its polit
igal and ovganizationsl mpkications, We arrive &t the follow-
lng impoctant concluslons:

& Constdering the different {deological schools of the Egyp
tian Soclelists, and the broad =oclal forces on which the
Farty deponds, the [l-.:-l'.lir::1| organisation which is called for
ot this stage s not o Communtist Party;

® [n ordsr io lay the foundations of uwnlty amongst so-
clalists;, [he Egypitian Communist Party hes lermioated 118
Indepandant Organisational exlstencea;

® To uplts the spoclalist forces the lmmediate fask 1s to
Dutid s-political parly which wAll express (el wodty, This has
brcome the critical task of the presant polifical simeton

The Sfrugele Within the Alliance

The comguest of steie powear by the forces of the working
people canpol In itsell abolish existiog social coniradictions.

What has been accomplished s 10 overihrow the reactionary
dlliance and o clear the way for democrafic Inlepsciion
among the forees of the working podple.

The presant stage of the revolutdon le one of trensition
from capizalism to soclallam. As in gl iransifory stdges thers
are phoenomena and their antitheses, sharp conflicts botwean
the old and the naw. Problems ara Inter-related, complex and
unresolved.

Although the present transitional stage ls peaceful, it wits
nesses the most acute class struggle we have ever known. |

This applles ol only 1o the srogele belween 1he revioll-
Hondry and the counter-revolutionary forces, bot also 1o tha
strugele within the ranks of the revoluticn itself, a non-entag-
onistie stragele etween allied, Ivendly forces swhich st this
Slige do not saek o lgquidate one another, The acutensss of
tha sirngela Is & reflection of the backwardnass of the foroes
plsociallsm, of the [orces of prodoction.
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Slde by side with the landowners are the peasants. Side
by slde with the national coplialists are the workers There
are the managing personngl In the natlonalised factories and
department stores. Thers are the peasants In the co-Gpecatlve
aocietdes and the werlous ranks of the clwil service. Tha
alliance of thoe working peaplo is one which brings 1|:|gre-ther'
a number of classas, united agoinst counter-revalution, bo
differing among themselves. 1t 5 Bn alllance that Inwaolves
gocial contendictions and class struggles which—as pointed
out by the Charter—ecannot be denled or Ignored, bt swhich
should be resclved peacefully.

The alllance sellf, 45 an exXpression of national wunity, pro-
vides a framework within which such contradictions miay e
dealt with In & pescafnl manner,

To do this thers mist be democratlc Interaciion among
the forces of the working people and the practice-of critlcism
and self-crtcism, There must be freadom of expresslon of
revalutionary classes, and organised, objective dialogue ba-
twhran thalr leaders amnd represantalives,

The basls for the peaceful resolution of contradictiona is
the common socialist objective of abolishing explollation and
clagsés, The cardinal condltion for peaceful struggla is the
continuation of the revolution: malntaining the revolutionary
leadership af the state, lguidating vestlges of exploitailon,
advancing staadily towards the resblution of class differences
by abolishing ithem. The existence of olasses {s no more than
2 passing stage in the history of mankind, They will disappesr
when productivity is sufficlent 1o provide abundances for
BYETTONE.

Should a class deviate [rom the soclallst path, contradic-
tions within the alliance of the working peaple could Decommsd
hostile and this may lead to thele settlement o a non-peaceafol
manner,

The transitional stope presumes mutoal concessions by all
revolutionary clesses; especlally the national caplialists. This
sl |'.|||:||_|.‘,'|:,5 o them the need for gresl saoclfices o |!IE!i'E|.n]:l
the national wealth and unleash productive forcas so as (o
achigve spotglist produoiion relations, This Is the only prac-
thoal way 1o resolve closs differences,

To uwse the working people’s alllance 85 a8 means of sotf
advaneement or 0 accentuate class dilferénces, |IHg|E|'.“[IIII_L the
development of the natlonal wealth or preventing the estab-
Hshment of socialist production reletlons (o town and country
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<all =such tendencles Intenstfy cless arogele within the
alliance

Mo rexolutonary class can be permitted to abanden lis duty
of making the necessary sacrifices lor the revolutionsry ad-
VEOCES

Mo class can be permitted to teke advantige of the snceillces
ingde by other classes to ascend the cless ladder, retaining its
priviieges o seaking (o Incréase thm,

Mo class or pact of a class can b allowed to cetaln IS
leading poaition 1o the alllance if it pbandons {is revolutionnry
role In proedoction oF becomes a stumblilng block (oo netlonal
davelopment.

The sttuation within the alllance will nof remain unchanged.
Tha helance bhetween classes will nol remaln stabla while 11fe
continwes (o rush ahead, Tha vising lavel of class and polithcal
ponscionsness and the spread of pew soclallst values must
imewitably lead to sharp class struggle, reflected in = shifi
In the balance of class lorces

The Dewelopment of Class Struogle

The first five-yoar plan saw  the development of class
strugglo within the allance It took place at p-difflieualt period
In the stage of transformation to soctalism.

The first natioonlisatlons Immadiately after the Sues victory
enableéd planming to begin. But these matiopalisstions affected
anly the capltal of the lmperialists

When tha plan was deawn up in 1959-1960 1t necessitated
Iarge-zcale natlonallsation from 1961 onwards, affecting big
logul capital and sometimes even medinom-sized capiial, Thus
the first five-year plan, according to Al Sabry, Geaeral Sacre-
tary of tha ASU,, was the bridge across which economic
power passed into the hands of the working peopls,

Pahlle cwnership wes estahlished of the prlocipal medns
Of production In [ndestry, Dnaoce ond comimerce. The mowve-
ment fowerds modern Industrialisaton sas bagun thxugh 18
basis was mainly Hght Indostry. o g WOTHIng class Erew im
slde, gquality and cinsclousness,

O thi other hand, in the countryside there was widespread
gubdivision inito small Ferms, which & not conducive to lo-
graazed productivity. The goeston arises as to what shouold
e done with the land thai will be reclaimed In tho Goiese
ol tha [-[':gh Dam project, M it were 1o be distriboted among




small peasant olders it would not help solve the problem of
prodoctvity in egriculiure. That s why Hussensin Hetkal,
Editor-in-Chief of Al Abram, suggested that all new land
should be cullivated as stabe Tatvms

During the first five-year plan the countryside became the
cenire of reactionary groupings of fendelizis and big capl-
tulist= They attemplod (o (mpose [eudal and  semnl-feodal
socinl relations; miking the countrysida the stronghold. of
oounter-révoiution, Taking advantage of the consolidation ol
reactionary  [oroes hiding  behind varioos slate  organs,
armed bonds of the Moslem Erotherhood arose.

The Tendalists, big landowners and capitalists resisted and
dodgpad the Agracian Reform lows: They refosad to hand over
land exceeding the [egal maximom, scattering thelr property
o different provioces and faking sale confracis (o lhoir de
pendents and members of thelr families. They had thelr ac
complices within the agrarlan reform, taxetion, and property
registration asdministratlons. They selzed the fand Trom the
peasants without payment and [ofced thém to work withaot
wages diurlng tha sowing end harvest sessons. Small tenants
ware forced to fign hlank contracts, siipulating nelther the
dven/leased nor the-rents. Peasants wire Iorced o slgn biank
bills apd recelpis.

Ehe-faudm masiers instalied their secvants and apenls as
Sowners” to dodge the Aprarian Reform Law ) ond wsed tham
o antrench’ thelr own posltion as feadalsts. They hired armed
Hedouin bands 0 tereorise villagses, The facl was thal reaciion
in the countryside sas armed. Through the village headmen,
the fsudalists controlled the spperetus of local government
and law eplorcoment. Bechusn ol eoiercion or beEcatse Lhey
wond alrald of stending for election, peasgnts conceded thelr
seals in the co-operatives end the Arab Soclalist Unlon to the
fendalists.

Thus the foudalists controlled the state organs as well as
the political, economic and other orgapiszatlons and Instito-
ttons In the couniryside. Thelr Influgncs was extended ar
frd wide,

Their power reachad lts helght efter they wers dispossesaed
of their land through =equestration and recelved substantial
compensation, Uslng semi-feudal prodoction relations they
procesded to a capitalist way of fife

In Menufla Frovince ihe Fiky family wis subjecied (0 sequies
tration In 1861, Yet by 1066 1t hed sccumuolasted six’ times as
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muoch a5 whet 1f had in 1061 1t abandoned feude! exploitetion
[or |_'.u|:|||.;|||:1| gxploltation, Live-stock and daimy ferms. Trult
and vegetable cultivation, the renting of land and the- leasing
of lerigation eguipment and troclks wers among s activitias,
Through thelr accomplices In the Agrarlan Belorm adminlsire-
tionin they waere-able:to purchase frult drops and cattle preo
dueed af low cost by the state, and to =sell them ol seml-ms
nopoly prices, thus making fabulows profics.

l-'LIu:I”H a rlse In wages as o resull of tha opening of 8 new
state-owned flax factory, the feudalists burnt it down, When
g grmed plot Instlested by the Moslem Brotherhood fatled,
tha Teudalists restrfed o assassinations (o Hquldate peasant
leaders. Renctlon was rampant in the countrysida

At this stage (e lsaders af [he revolution Se@ up ‘B Com-
mittes, headed by Field Marshall Abdel-Haklin Amar, Exect-
tive member of the Argh Socialiet Unlon, for Hgoidating tha
vestipes of Daudatism, This bacame a new regplaficnary orgsn
of the stiate, with powers (o confiscale the feudallsts’ property
and banish them-from the pountryside, o proseddta sobver-
glve plements and dismizs: them from stet= posts. With ithe
suppart of thae peosant miss mavemoenl thils commitise was
blea to carry oot the biggest revolutioneey wmovement (he
countryside had ever sean. & pumber of economld positions
held by the reaciloparies were liguidsted, and traditional
govaming organs In‘the codntryside were oyerthriwn. Moss
strugglea by the peasants can overthrow old 4inte organs and
estalillsh new ones, but when this [s atfempied wlithoul mess
slrupgla the new organs do pot easlly become part of thi
life of the peopla.

The Development of Matlonal Caplinkism

Socdoubt the natiomal capitallst Glass Is one of (be forcad
af the worklng people. 1T won s prominent positlon bacaunssa
of 1ts revolutionary ability in the struggle ageinst Impericlizsm
and feudalism. After the Suer bBalile 11 took over the most
impoetant, aodpomic mngd stete positions, and dominated tha
public sector, It agreed to particlpate o socialist reconstmo
lion, 1is members occupying leading posts in the AR

However, the experiencs of the Hyve-ysar plen has fovealod
dangacous tendencies io the ranks of the pational capltadist
clazs. [t has grown phendmenally amd developead (e distinot
geciiony. Thers s a parasitic sacton that abstained fram th
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davelopmant of production and nabtonal wealth, Thers s @
buresucratic cepitelist sector, holding top positionzs In tha
public sector and working In co-operation with the parasitio
olemonts o transform the public sector Inte 8 soures of £-
nancial accomulation [or the private sector, Finally, thoes 14
the prodoctive section of the capitelist class thet 1s still ocou
pied both in the citles and the rural eregs with the daevalop-
ment of prodoction,

Tha facts speak for themsalves

In the third yeer of the plan the private sector scocounted
for 9348 per cent the total Income from:agricoiiure, 58.4 per
cent of that [rdm Industry, 791 por cont of thot from frode,
87.5 of thot from housing consiruction and 308 per cent of
the Income of educalional and culinral -services. 658 par cenl
af the: matlonal ingome was aotounted f[or by the privata
sRtor.

n the same vear the distribution of prollls batween the
public and the private sactors was as {ollows:

in millions of Egymilan poiinds

Mal Fralice Erilmnkiit Aol TR T
Puilic 178 16 —13
Privite 385 £41 +53

SE7 boy 440

This means thal I3 milllon pounds infiitrated to the private
siclor Irom tho publle sector, In addifion o Cthe @xpesclad
profits of the public sectar.

A mumber of facts illustrate the development of different
settions within the nhilonal capiiaiist class

Those engaged in whoiasals trada, contracting, tha franspoet
of Irelght and g propecty owners were transformed Into a
paraslbic capltalist calss, From prodiaction thaeso elemonts
mowved over to hoarding, smugeling and black market activity,
They formed price ringzs o tenderlng for contrects in the
public sector. Thus, building constroalon prices Increasad by
dbout 125 par cent in the sacond year of the plan, 30 per cant
in the third yvear, 47 per cant In the foorth year, and 50 par
cent o the [fth yese of the plan, 1t must he rememnkbared
that construction costs amouml fo  $40-50 per cenl of (ol
inyestments under the plan

The scopomlc sucrplis actually Increased, bul mast of
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was absorbed: by public services and admipisiration costs

The adminisivative appiratus af the government amd the
public sector have becoms o burden oo develdpment and an
ohstecle to damocratizlng the state organs.

Rural capitallsin has grown 10 a stage where 1t ahsorbs hall
the total Income from agricultors. Returns from laod wers
about EE100 million, The property of medium owners [hold
lng 20 to 80 feddans) Increased by 24 per cent of what 1t
was balore the revolution

These facts: conflrm the conclusion drawn by Al Sabry,
Secretary-General of the ASL, In Dis analysis of the plan.
The skploltlng national capitalist class seoks (0 channel the
prodoct of revolutionary sfforts to swell thelr own profits,

The Development of the Working Peaple’s Power

Therefore, it i3 still pecessary to mobilize the alldance of
the working people agalnst the reactionary alllance and defeat
it complately. Thase sectlons of the matonal caplialist class
that sesk t0 appropriate the froits of the revolotion must ba
b dated.

This alliance must be developed 0 a democralic way, raik-
lng the morale of the peopld -sad-arming them with socialisd
onsciousness.

We must avadd the erconeons theory tat Tormerly prevalied
In =ome socinlist stotes. Calling Ior the intensiflcatton of class
struggle as economic development went ashesd, steps weare
taken fo-restrict democracy within the ranks of the |_|El.'!|[:-|.EI
themesrlvas, and stclallst |egality was abandomnisd,

Only dempcracy can make citizens egual Lo thelr country.
Chiely, thedugh demmoovacy Gan we guirdanted that the class
strugele will be rasolved peacefully smong the ranks of tha
people, can we peacefully weest the new power from the grips
of the old, Democracy 15 the Instrument to lgoidate resction
nnd - peacefully complete the transitlon to soclalism,

a5 President Nasser has pelnted oul, democracy 1§ concerngd
with all aspects of life, baginoing with prodietlon. Once
democracy has besn ensured (o the spherse of production
varlows forms Bnd Institutions of political democracy can be
estiblished. But without democracy in the fleld or (e [Hebory,
politce]l democrady will be sat at nought-

Demogracy & the basiz of the developmeant of the poblic
se0ior, The priociple of workers' paclicipation [ sdministra
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tlon is the embodiment of démocracy in prodoctlon. Popolar
suparvision must be ensared from the start. The people mist
participate in drawing up and carrylng oot plans for prodoc-
tion. The workers in each unlt must be mobllised for ithe
ndministration of production on & democcatic basis.

Produciion councils beinging together the bosrd of divec-
Loes, the trade onion commities and reprosentatives of the
ABU 15 a sound end original ldea. In addition, production
ropferences In the factories, publlo sector enterprises and
co-opaiotives dra metessary for the democratlsing of produac-
tiom.

The npexi ceguiremen) 1% poditical democracy. It I hasad
ao gvary  posslbles freedom [or the working peopls dlone
freedom of expression, of organization, of movament, of polil
fcal action. In calllng for democracy for tha people wa must
dafine clearly what we mean by “1hie pROpie”, We mean the
pEasant—one Hving by hiz own labour and that of his family
on 8 propecty not exceeding 5 feddans; tha worker—he who
owns nnthling but s weges and 15 ool working In the capacity
of @ menager; the national capltalist—ooe who engages In
prodaction, not the perasite or the buresocret

Finally, there s locsl democracy. The Natlonad Charter 1n-
troduced the genuinely  democratic principle of débiving
anthority {ram the centre f& the local authoritiss and from
here 1o e pEople themselves. [n the provipces aond ln the
vountryside’ half the seats on the local popolar councils are
reserved for workers end peasants, The simplest peasant In the
most remote village may 5,|.'|r‘|||‘:|5'.:_|_||_: in logal sdministration
and seif-govarnment.

This I& the way democracy develops. Democrecy |s not |ost
o matter of setting up formal Institutions: IE 15 6 continuoos
militant process that poes on all the tme. The people mles
sl a8 it learns in evecyday e (o solve s probiems.

The consclousness of the people is the precondition for this
process; without this, democracy is meaningless. In the sams
way class consciogsness plays the decigive part In the proc-
eas of sodiallst development.

The people's state does nol emergs -at one stroke. It 15 not
realissd meeording to a preconcelved plan, nor does it develap
aecording to praconcelvad specifications. It {8 rather formed
through the revolitiondey stmoggies of the masses of the
people o lguidate the old wey of Ufe and to buolld o new
and better soclaly.
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PLANNING AND SOURGCES
OF ACCUMULATION

A thpeowgh dpalysls of our coundries’ expérleoce over (e

oo and sconomic j.'l'.'.l'ul'ul'l.': aonflrms the vigw that a IZ|I£I||£’IE.!5-|
pattern ol daveiopinenl cannol solve odr probbdms

We shoold now; however, go beyond this, to work out 8
precise and sclentlilp theory  of non-gopitalist depelopment
for Afelean cpuntrles) a thaopy ihat—avolding “penorallsatlons
and routine formolas—swould ba based on the anelysis of con-
geeie realittes, and make use of ol the dato provided by
madern econiomlc and focial scignce

Such-an uadertaking would rialnly he hard and compill-
oated. For I o be carcled oul successTolly will require tre
imendous alfort, ressarch and repeated consoliations batween
Afefoan lHberation movemeants which, much g% they bEvs [n
commar, art warking Iin diffecrent social and §:|_||||_:||:|| eandi
tionsg; Bat the slaboration of such a theory now seems o us to
bix & vital necesstty for our evaryday work and as an Integral
part of aur keclogical and political stmugels, 1o ]||-_'_:|_'|_|1.'-=_= o
methods of struggls and make (1 more effsative by casting
o cleargr |lght on the path oo the Tutore

o

Gansas ol Fallore in Planning

After Independence. most Alrlaan govarnments prociaimed
that planning was the maln method of development. But what
s lhiappeos 14 B :

A few couniries, notably the UAR, launc
out on 8 genuine process of planning, with-all 145 social, eco
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nomic and palitleal Implicatlons, Apart from thess countries
wa find thet in most ceses there is no resl planning of eco-
nomic development 4t &ll, This |s because:

1. No sédal, economle and lostitutional transformations
aotually took place. Apart from other feflures, thera were no
decisive changes 1o social relafions o ageicalture, and [orelgn
minopilles  memained predominant in wital sectors of the
ECOnnmy-

4. Gtate Intervention lacked vigour, It whis very oflén €on-
cilved a5 belng supplamentary to the prlvate sector. le did
not lead o the establishment of & sufficlently developad
publie secbor; quantitativaely and gualltatively capable of play-
ing a majer role in eropomic growth.

3. PMlanniong was also opstructed by the development of &
bureauceatie and commereial bourgecisie, enciching tsell
tlirough direct or Indirect ose of tha stete machinery, by
bribery, “commisaions®, and the lke, Naturslly this stratum
of sochely fegards ganuing planning as oppossd (o 1bs Intarests
and offers powsriul resistance to (.

LThe epample of Morocco shows that It 16 ool sufficient (o
aldborats devalopment schiames and even o s8f up a number
of maw Instroments of - Investment and sconomic: interventlon,
I the economic sieuoiufe amnd [ormer S0olal relatlons are nof
modifled at the sama Hma.

After Independence, the Flve-Yesr Plen of 1960-18984 could
have hean the atarting polnt of acongmic qrowih [or the Mo-
rocean economy, provided that the stroctural reforms, aspe
clally agrarian reform, regarded as indlspensable In the plan
ftself, had been carrled out, apd ithat all, or & lerge propor-
tion, of Investient In the Industrlsl sector had come [eom
the Stats.

This first atlempt at natlonal economic development falled,
mAbnly beoauss the structural reforms provided for 1o the
plan wire not implemented snd becaonse State Intervention
lacked vigour. Alsn, toa large extani, Huslons were harbourad
by the ruling social fopces, who sxpactad to sese 4 large-scala
lnflux of forelgn Inyestments compareble with that of the
years 1848-1853, under the Protectorste, Conseguently the
steps 10 et up oo technleal snd [Mnancial Institutions [0 pro-
mite development were very Umited. The attempt to mobilise
unemployed labour—ithe “Mational Promotlon' scheme was not
viery elflective,

Compared with the Five-Year Plan of 1860-1084 the so-called
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Theea-Year Plan for 18685-188&7 13- a8 clear ﬁ-‘lF‘!j'.I |'|I'-£I.":H'|.'||"H.I“'|I, Lol
in its genergl conceplion and in the means peopased (o fm-
plement it.

The Natoro of Geaaine Flamming

We may—alweys assuming that the nscessary social and
poditteal concdiflons ate preseat-—procedd 00 deflng the eis-
ments of elficient planning of our economic development as
follomws:

1. The first essEntlal 1s (o bring abbul such social, economic
and Institationel transformadons as profound agrarian relermom,
nattonalsation of vital sectors of the economy, and the con-
centration in the hands of the state of the major pact of the
ouonomis surplus

2 The public sector mudt be extended {0 include the com-
manding helzhis of the economy, [Dcinding big Indusiey. This
will enable the state to plan the overall direction of the scon-
omy, to apportion- the gross: netional product betwesn con-
sumption, Investment In varlogs sactors;, &bt If whl make 11
passibta to fix targets [or the output of key products, to estl-
mata the necessery Investments -and to find the means of
|:I|.'r'||'|-'_"-|:-g LhBi,

1. Tha privibe-sector, which exists side by slde with tha
dominant public sector 'durlng the trensitlon period, must ba
EI:IJI'I]'.II‘!”F!H to: conform' with the overall plan- The stabe will
alag provide aconomic Incantives for opearators o the privata
sactor, such as prioritles ln recelving cradits and forelgn ex-
chenge, and the participation of state capital o mixed com-
piles. Contractual relations should be established by the
state both with privete anterprises and with collectivas.

4. Part of the poblic Invesiments could e left at tha dis-
posal of regional |[estitutions ochdowed sqlth aconomio man-
agement which should be given the possibility of using thoem,
undar certaln conditions, independently of tha baslc objectives
of ‘the central plan, so as to ensure harmonious economic
developmont on the eptire national terclbocy and 10 snoourage
inldative at regional end local levels,

5. The plen most become an Instrument to mobili=se all tha
crentlve anecgles of the peopla. Iz aling must be expressed
in terms that everyone cen onderstend, and everyons muat
foal It his own concern to see these slms-are achieved. This
mepns 8 detalled procedore (o Sep that thae entice population

i




s conselted o framing the objectives of the plan, 50 that thay
not only contribule by suggestions, orlticlsm and smendmsants,
hut are-also committed (o 0ts fullilment. This s of particoiar
importance for success In mobilising the - underemplayaed. labour
forces In the rural areas. Their geperal objectives could be
dalined In the centeal plan, it mors datailed alms ghionld
be lald down in reglonal and local plans, with the conpaen
of all concerned

The Rate of Accumulation

I Alfican coentrles stlll domingted by II1'.-]:-|.'*:.:I|lEI'.I e
sources of interngal accumualation arce elither veory wesk and
misused beacauss of the edsting soclal malatlons {os in aged
culiure|, or monopolised by forelgn  caplial, which dreins
Lhe gecuimulatlon abreoad

Mow, planning cannot succeed uniess there are sccomulated
funds o flnence Investmeant, and I'i-:'!-'l.”."!ll:||'.ll'|'|EE'l.'I cAnnGL - con-
thnue -and extend - -without & continuows process of acoumula-
tLon

Tharetore the mobilisetion of inteerns] sources of acoomu-
latian 15 0f cenleal lmportance. The problem ls twolfold:s how
i begin the acoumeiation of fonds; end how (o ensure a con-
thnuous progess ol ACcimaila tion.

Where Alrican couniries ar dominatsd by lmpecialism and
ty pre-capiialist or burenocratic classes. -much of the social
prn;ur.r Is lost to Rcomulation funds

Part of the surplus In agriculture 15 grabbed By landlords
or ruling classes of the pre-capitalist typa, who hoacd 1t oo
gpend I In woproductlve ways, Another parl is appropriated
by troders and moneylenders, and goes into buylng land, ex-
tending trading capital, acquiring nxury goods, eto,

The part of the social surplus exported from the  countey
Oy Topeign firing is extremely substantial, And a [uether pacl
12 selzed Irom FL'ILI:.'.-IZZ funds by the hurenneratlo bourgeolsis
and wastad

ur resaarches in Morocco indicate that & sum amouniing
to B= much as 30 per cent of the gross patlopal product conld
fny - mobillsed as the “starling peint” of ascumolation Faocds,
Agrarian reform, profits and revenues of non-agriculiural sec
tars, SEVINGS On Lhi I."!Rl.l"'.l'l'.-'.!'lj:._i-ll'ﬁ stata ApPAaratis, and increasad
empioyiment of the riral |:|r_'-|:||,:'|.'j|:r_||1 wounld jogether provide
tha necessary funds to start planned development
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Bl these possibliities conld only by reallsed ff thora I3 an
overell chanege In the social: structure ood relations. o new
pattery of =ocial and economlo orgenlsation, and & resoluie
pdvance along the path of mon-capitalist doveloprent leading
to soclalisn.

Further, the finencing of Industrialisation from (otérnal
sources can be planned In such a way Bs fo ensure the com-
sianl fe .Il.'n'in".'\-C

mont of perofits, This wotld v Flse 108 geo-
metrical rate of progression of Industrial growth

‘This I8 becanss the hlghly prodoctive lechnlques of modsrn
indusicy enables costs (o be redoced (ooa fraction of (hose
of similar indosiries osing ofd techoigues, on whose costs
gurrent market -_.iI'|-\.":l‘!"_- are hased, This creates the '='|D}i:-'\.|.rlj||l'!.'
of recovering the capital invested In a wery shoct (ine.

|-ET_|-EB I.'i.'|'|I|.-ElI Ist onils .:"‘:'F'E'Slllll_l-',' {11 lII'I-i‘.Ell'I']i-!"."-_'l.EI';.'IE'rJ COLntrias
pnxpect to recover their capital tn o few years out of their
profits, thus relessing the orlginal amount for re-ipvestment.

Tha same rate 0l capital recovery could be achisved within
the framawork of 8 plan of natlone] development, snd the
capital recovered divrecied fo tha crentlon of new lndosiries,
That i5, of codrse, provided there arg adeguote measures b0
prevent the waste of resources and that these s coherant
long-range planning,

Thus: the poonomy would become self-supporting end salf-
ganerating, thanks to ithe satilng In motlon of ‘& process of
conflnnous Intéernal accumulation,

Thera are tremendouws possibllitdes of development hefore
ws—onog we lurn our acks on the caplialist road]
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