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Unity Need Realised 
in Struggle

The strenuous and incessant s tru g g le  fo r 
fre e d o m  o f p e o p le s  in h a b it in g  the  lo n g -su ffe r­
ing  B lack C o n tin e n t has been  c ro w n e d  in th e  
p o s t-w a r years b y  p o lit ic a l in d e p e n d e n ce  fo r 
m ost co un tries  o f A frica . Chains o f s lave ry  
have been to rn  asunder and yo u n g  so ve re ig n  
states have e m e rg e d  in th e  p lace  o f fo rm e r 
co lon ies .

A b o lit io n  o f co lo n ie s  is an ir re v o c a b le  p ro ­
cess. This fa c t has been  re co g n ise d  even  by  
som e p o lit ic a l fig u re s  o f fo rm e r m e tro p o lita n  
coun tries . M ich a e l S tew art, B ritish  F o re ig n  Se­
c re ta ry , address ing  the  N ationa l Press C lub  in 
W a sh in g to n  on M a rch  23, 1965 was fo rc e d  to  
a dm it th a t th e  em p ires  w e re  d is in te g ra tin g  and 
b ir th  o f new  co un trie s  w o u ld  co n tin ue . The 
q ue s tio n  w h ich  c o n fro n te d  th e  em p ires was 
n o t w h e th e r th e y  w o u ld  rem ain  in tact. H is to ry  
has a lre a d y  d e c id e d  th is  q ue s tion . The ques­
tio n  is: w ill th e  em p ires c ru m b le  in chaos o r
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w ill th e y  be  tran s fo rm ed  to  som e e x ten t, in a 
s p ir it  o f g o o d w ill ,  in to  g ro u p s  o f in d e p e n d e n t 
countries?

H is to ry  in d e e d  has d e c id e d  the  fa te  o f the 
c o lo n ia l p e o p le s . But th e  w a y  in w h ich  th is  
q ues tion  was d e c id e d  d if fe re d  from  M r, Ste­
w a rt's  d e fin it io n s . W h a t he re fe rre d  to  as 
"c h a o s ”  was re a lly  a rm ed s tru g g le  o f th e  A f ­
rican p e o p le s  fo r  fre e d o m . A n d  w h a t he char­
acterised  as tran s fo rm a tio n  in to  in d e p e n d e n t 
co un trie s  was in e ffe c t a concession  e n fo rce d  
from  the  co lo n ia lis ts , w h o  had no o th e r a lte r­
na tive .

A n  im p o rta n t c o n d it io n  fo r  securing  p o l i t i ­
cal in d e p e n d e n ce  b y  the A frica n  p e o p le s  was 
the  ra lly in g  of all p a tr io t ic  a n ti- im p e ria lis t fo r ­
ces in to  a u n ite d  fre e d o m  fro n t. By the  m id ­
fift ie s  such na tio na l a n ti- im p e r ia lis t fron ts  to o k  
shape in m any A frica n  co un trie s .

The f ig h t aga ins t co lo n ia lism  d e v e lo p e d  
a lo n g  d if fe re n t lines in va rious  coun tries . For 
instance, in Kenya  it was a f ig h t fo r  the  re tu rn  
o f lands to  th e  p e o p le — lands se ized  b y  the  
co lo n ia lis ts . Both in N o rth e rn  and Southern  
R hodesia  and in N yasa land the  p e o p le  fo u g h t 
a b o ve  all aga inst im p e ria lis t p lans to  u n ite  the  
co lo n ie s  in to  p u p p e t fe d e ra tio n s . In E g yp t and 
th e  Sudan th e  p ro g re ss ive  fo rces dem an de d  
w ith d ra w a l o f fo re ig n  tro o p s . In N ig e ria  and the 
G o ld  C oast the  masses ins is ted  on c o n s titu tio ­
nal re fo rm s. H o w e ve r, in all co u n trie s  the  c o n ­
c re te  p rim a ry  o b je c tiv e s  w e re  pu rsued  to  
ach ieve  one  u ltim a te  g o a l— a b o lit io n  o f c o lo ­

n ia l o pp re ss io n .
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The fo rm s o f s tru g g le  a d o p te d  b y  A frica n  
p eo p le s  in th e ir  fig h t fo r  fre e d o m  also va rie d . 
In a n um be r of co un trie s  the  p e o p le  fo u g h t 
the  opp resso rs  arms in hand, w hereas  in o th e r 
co un trie s  co lo n ia l reg im es c ru m b le d  b e fo re  
mass p o lit ic a l a c tio n — d efiance  o f co lo n ia l 
laws, b o yco tts  o f m e tro p o lita n  c o u n trie s ' 
g o o d s , ra llies  and dem onstra tions . H o w e ve r, 
a ll these v a rie d  form s o f s tru g g le  h e 'p e d  ach i­
eve  one  m ain a im — a b o lit io n  o f co lo n ia lism .

The appea l o f the P an-A frican  C ongress 
c o n v o k e d  in M an che s te r in O c to b e r, 1945, in ­
d ic a te d  th a t the  p a rtic ip a n ts  b e lie v e d  in the 
r ig h t o f a ll p e o p le s  to  g o v e rn  them selves. They 
co n firm e d  the  r ig h t o f a ll c o lo n ia l p e o p le s  to  
exerc ise  c o n tro l o v e r th e ir  ow n  fates. A ll c o ­
lon ies shou ld  be  free  from  fo re ig n  co n tro l, 
b o th  p o lit ic a l and e con om ic . The p e o p le s  of 
th e  co lo n ie s  shou ld  have the  r ig h t to  e le c t 
g ove rn m e n ts  free  from  lim ita tio n s  im posed  b y  
fo re ig n  pow ers .

The im p e ria lis t press asserted th a t the  c o n ­
gress was b u t a small g ro u p  o f te rro ris ts  w ho  
d id  n o t e n jo y  the  su p p o rt o f p eo p les , and tha t 
in any case A fricans  w e re  n o t ye t re a d y  fo r  in ­
d e p e n d e n ce . But th is was a v ic io u s  lie . The d e ­
cis ions o f th e  congress re fle c te d  th e  b ro a d  
scope  o f the  n a tio n a l- lib e ra tio n  m ovem ent. 
M illio n s  upon  m illion s  p re p a re d  fo r  the  fina l 
assault on co lo n ia lism  in A frica . The p e o p le s  
u n ite d  in dem ocra tic  na tiona l p o lit ic a l o rg a n i­
sations.

In A lg e r ia  the  N a tiona l L ib e ra tio n  F ron t 
cam e to  the  fo re . In the  G o ld  C oast the  mas­
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ses ra llie d  rou nd  the P eop le 's  C o n ve n tio n  
Party. N a tiona l p o lit ic a l pa rties  a pp ea re d  in 
p ra c tic a lly  e ve ry  co u n try  o f A frica .

The N a tiona l L ib e ra tio n  F ro n t in A lg e r ia  is 
a v iv id  e xam ple  o f h o w  na tio na l u n ity  was 
m o u ld e d  in s tru g g le  aga inst th e  c o lo n ia l re ­
g im e. Resistance de tachm en ts  a p p e a re d  in A l ­
g e r ia  as fa r back as 1947. By the  end  o f 1954 
c o n d it io n s  fa v o u re d  b ro a d  d e v e lo p m e n t o f 
a rm ed s tru g g le . A n  U n d e rg ro u n d  R e vo lu tio n a ­
ry  C om m ittee  fo r U n ity  and A c tio n  was fo rm e d . 
It ca lle d  upon  the p e o p le  to  f ig h t the  c o lo n ia l­
ists. This m arked  the  b e g in n in g  o f the  a n ti- 
im p e ria lis t p e o p le 's  re v o lu tio n  in A lg e r ia .

A  mass p o lit ic a l o rg a n isa tio n — N ationa l l ib ­
e ra tion  F ro n t— was fo rm e d  on the  in it ia t iv e  of 
the  R e vo lu tio n a ry  C om m ittee . In th is d e m o c ra t­
ic na tiona l o rg a n isa tio n  peasants, w o rke rs , in ­
te lle c tu a ls , u rban  and ru ra l p e tty  b o u rg e o is ie  
and som e sections o f the  m id d le  b o u rg e o is ie  
w e re  u n ite d , the  w o rk in g  p e o p le  fo rm in g  its 
m ain b o d y . R e vo lu tio n a ry  d e m o c ra tic -m in d e d  
in te lle c tu a ls  c lo se ly  co n n e c te d  w ith  th e  p e o p le  
p la ye d  the main ro le  lin lea de rsh ip  o f the  Front.

The N a tio na l L ib e ra tio n  F ron t c rea ted  a N a­
tio n a l L ib e ra tio n  A rm y . The peasants, w o rke rs  
and p e o p le  from  o th e r sections o f the  p o p u ­
la tio n  w e re  th e  so ld ie rs  o f th is  a rm y and the 
m ore  e x p e rie n ce d  so ld ie rs  becam e its co m ­
m anders. Im p e ria lis t p ro p a g a n d a  asserted th a t 
it  was o n ly  a bunch o f m utinee rs  th a t o p p o se d  
th e  co lo n ia l reg im e . But in re a lity  i t  was the  
e n tire  n in e -m illio n  A lg e r ia n  p e o p le  w ho  w e re  
f ig h tin g  fo r  fre e d o m . This is p re c ise ly  w h y  the
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small g ro u p  o f g u e r illa  detachm ents soon 
tu rn e d  in to  a mass arm y.

In the  s tru g g le  th e  N a tio na l L ib e ra tio n  
F ron t e xpa nd ed . It was jo in e d  b y  m em bers o f 
va rious  p a tr io tic  o rgan isa tions . The A lg e r ia n  
C om m un is t Party a c tive ly  su p p o rte d  the  Front. 
The C om m un is t Party and the  F ron t e n te red  
in to  an agreem en t, in ke e p in g  w ith  w h ich  all 
the  de tachm en ts  c o n tro lle d  b y  th e  Party w e re  
tran s fe rred  to  the  N a tiona l L ib e ra tio n  A rm y, 
u nd e r the  F ron t's  com m and.

The se ven -ye a r w a r o f lib e ra tio n  e n d e d  in 
the  v ic to ry  o f the  A lg e r ia n  p e o p le . This v ic to ry  
was w o n  thanks to  the  u n ity  o f the  p e o p le  w ho  
rep u lsed  all su bve rs ive  a ttem p ts  unde rtaken  
b y  the  co lo n ia lis ts  and th e ir  agents to  s p lit  th is 
un ity .

A n ti- im p e r ia lis t u n ity  o f the  p e o p le  im ­
p e lle d  the  co lo n ia lis ts  in a n um be r o f cases to  
g ra n t in d e p e n d e n ce  to  some A frica n  coun tries  
b e fo re  d e v e lo p m e n t o f mass arm ed struggle .- 
The British  co lo n y , the  G o ld  Coast, was a case 
in p o in t. A fte r  W o r ld  W a r II the  British  c o lo ­
n ia lists, in an e ffo rt to  w eaken  the  p e o p le 's  
s trug g le , c rea ted  an A d v is o ry  C ou nc il a t the  
O ffice  o f the  G o v e rn o r-G e n e ra l. This ine ffe c tu ­
al re fo rm  aroused  the  in d ig n a tio n  o f the  
p e o p le  w h o  d em anded  th e  co lo n ia l reg im e 's  
co m p le te  a b o lit io n . The w h o le  c o u n try  was 
h o ld in g  ra llies  and dem onstra tions.

In June, 1949. th e  P eop le 's  C o n ve n tio n  
Party was fo rm e d . The u n co m p ro m is in g  fig h te r  
aga inst co lo n ia lism , K w am e N krum ah, becam e 
its leade r. This p a rty  hea de d  a b ro a d  m o ve ­
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m ent fo r  na tio na l in d e p e n d e n ce . Its p ro g ra m ­
m e w on  n a tio n -w id e  su p p o rt, fo r  i t  d em anded  
n o t o n ly  p o lit ic a l in d e p e n d e n ce , b u t also a b o ­
lit io n  o f ca p ita lis t e x p lo ita tio n .

Late in 1949 the  p a rty  c o n v o k e d  an assem­
b ly  o f rep re sen ta tives  from  a ll o rg an isa tion s  
o f the  co un try . A fte r  the  British  G o ve rn m e n t 
re je c te d  th e  dem and  o f th e  A ssem b ly  fo r  in ­
d e p e n d e n ce  the  P eop le 's  C o n ve n tio n  Party 
and T rade  U n io n  C ongress o rg a n ise d  in  Jan­
uary, 1950, a gene ra l s trike  and launched  a 
b o y c o tt o f B ritish  g o o d s . The co lo n ia lis ts  re ­
ta lia te d  w ith  arrests o f p a rty  and tra d e  un ion  
leaders.

These reprisa ls  o n ly  enhanced  the  p a rty 's  
p re s tig e  in the  eyes o f the  masses. D u ring  the  
F eb rua ry  1951 e lec tions  Kw am e N krum ah and 
o the r p a rty  leade rs  w e re  e le c te d  to  the  le g is ­
la ture . Fea ring  fu rth e r p o p u la r  ac tion  the  c o ­
lon ia l a u th o ritie s  re leased  a rres ted  leaders. 
K w am e N krum ah becam e Prim e M in is te r  o f 
the  co u n try 's  firs t g ove rn m e n t.

H o w e ve r, c o lo n ia l opp re ss io n  was n o t ye t 
a bo lish ed . The B ritish  G o v e rn o r-G e n e ra l s till 
e n jo y e d  r ig h t o f v e to . That is w h y  th e  p a rty , 
re ly in g  on n a tio n -w id e  su pp o rt, advanced  tin 
M a y , 1953, th ro u g h  th e  le g is la tu re  th e  dem and  
fo r  p o lit ic a i in d e p e n d e n ce .

C e rta in  tr ib a l ch ie fs  and feuda ls  co n n e c te d  
w ith  British  im p e ria lism  tr ie d  to  s p lit  the  p o p u ­
lar m ovem en t. They o p p o se d  the  dem and  fo r  
in d e p e n d e n ce . But at the  n ex t e le c tio n s  in 
July, 1956, the  masses again  v o te d  fo r  in d e ­
p endence . As a resu lt, on M a rch  6, 1957, the
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new  state o f G hana p ro c la im e d  its in d e p e n ­
dence. V ic to ry  in the  s tru g g le  fo r  p o lit ic a l in ­
d e p e n d e n ce  was ensured  b y  the  u n ity  o f the  
masses w ho  ra llie d  rou nd  the  P eop le 's  C on ­
ve n tio n  Party.

Thus facts revea l th a t v ic to ry  in s trug g le  
aga inst im peria lism  w ill b e  a ch ieve d  o n ly  if 
b ro a d  u n ity  o f th e  p o p u la r  fo rces  has been 
m o u ld e d  on a na tio na l scale. This is the  firs t 
c o n d it io n  o f v ic to ry .

The second c o n d it io n  o f v ic to ry  is so lid a ­
r ity  o f all re v o lu tio n a ry  fo rce s  f ig h t in g  aga inst 
im peria lism . The A lg e r ia n  p e o p le 's  s tru g g le  
testifies  to  th is . In th e  e n tire  course  o f th e  he ­
ro ic  s tru g g le  the  A lg e r ia n  p e o p le  neve r s tood  
a lone . They a lw ays fe lt  th e  s u p p o rt re n d e re d  
to  them  by  true  fr ie n d s  and com rades-in -arm s. 
The so c ia lis t coun tries , the  p eo p le s  o f A frica  
and Asia  ins is ted  on the  re c o g n it io n  o f the  
r ig h t o f the  A lg e r ia n  p e o p le  to  s e lf-d e te rm i­
na tion . The S o v ie t U n ion  s u p p lie d  arms fo r  the  
A lg e r ia n  P eop le 's  A rm y. C o lo n ia lism  was a b o ­
lished  b y  th e  w o rk in g  p e o p le  w ith  the  he lp  o f 
arms m anufac tu red  by  the  w o rk in g  class o f a 
so c ia lis t co u n try .

The w o rk in g  class o f France re n d e re d  c o n ­
s id e ra b le  a id  to  th e  A lg e r ia n  p e o p le . U n d e r 
th e  lea de rsh ip  o f the  French C om m un is t Party 
the  w o rk in g  class w a g e d  a s tru g g le  fo r  a jus t 
peace  in A lg e r ia . M a n y  French so ld ie rs  re ­
fused to  f ig h t aga inst the  A lg e r ia n  p e o p le , a l­
th o u g h  th e y  w e re  th ro w n  in to  p rison  fo r  th is.

The ac tion  o f the  French p e o p le  to  end  
the  c o lo n ia l w a r in A lg e r ia  was c lo se ly  lin ke d
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w ith  the  s tru g g le  aga ins t the  g ro w in g  th re a t 
o f fascism. The French fascists— th e  u ltras—  
seeking  to  p re se rve  co lo n ia lism  in A lg e r ia  
p lo tte d  a fascist co u p  in France. Th irteen  m il l i ­
on w o rk in g  p e o p le  o f France staged  a genera l 
anti-fascist, a n ti-w a r p o lit ic a l s tr ike  to  show  
the  fascist u ltras th a t it  w o u ld  n o t be  easy fo r  
them  to  re a lise  th e ir  re a c tio n a ry  schemes.

A lg e r ia  is one  o f th e  m any A frica n  states 
w h ich  re c e iv e d  a id  and s u p p o rt o f the  w o r ld  
so c ia lis t system, the  in te rn a tio n a l w o rk ing -c la ss  
m ove m e n t and th e  o th e r de tachm en ts  o f the  
n a tio n a l- lib e ra tio n  m ovem ent. It was thanks 
to  th is a id  and s u p p o rt tha t m ost A frica n  p e o ­
p les, like  the  p e o p le  o f G hana, m anaged to  
w in  p o lit ic a l in d e p e n d e n ce  b y  n o n -m ilita ry  
means.

Let us reca ll th e  ba lance  o f w o r ld  fo rces 
la te  in the  fift ie s . It was o b v io u s ly  n o t in 
fa v o u r o f the  im peria lis ts . The successes o f the  
n a tio n a l- lib e ra tio n  m ove m e n t in A frica  w e re  
la rg e ly  due  to  the  g ro w in g  m ig h t o f the  w o r ld  
so c ia lis t system. This c ircum stance  cam e to  th e  
fo re  in 1956 w hen  B rita in  and France a tte m p te d  
b y  arm ed in te rv e n tio n  to  w re s t from  the  E g yp ­
tian  p e o p le  the  ach ievem ents  o f th e  p e o p le 's  
re v o lu tio n . The im p e ria lis t p o w e rs  h o p e d  to  
rem ove  the  U AR  G o v e rn m e n t w h ich  pursued  
a course  o f s tre n g th e n in g  p o lit ic a l in d e p e n ­
dence  and w h ich  in July, 1956, na tio na lise d  
the  A n g lo -F re n ch  Suez Canal C om pany.

N a tio n a lisa tio n  was E gyp t's  leg a l r ig h t and 
p u re ly  he r ow n  in te rn a l a ffa ir. H o w e ve r, the 
im p e ria lis t p o w e rs  launched  fie rc e  attacks on
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the  E gyp tian  G o ve rn m e n t. They d e c la re d  an 
e con om ic  b lo cka d e  o f E g yp t and reca lle d  th e ir  
p ilo ts  from  the  Suez Canal. In th is d if f ic u lt p e r i­
od  the  S ov ie t U n ion  e x te n d e d  a h e lp in g  hand 
to  the  E gyp tian  p e o p le . I t  sent S ov ie t p ilo ts  
w ho  h e lp e d  to  ensure  u n in te rru p te d  tra ffic  in 
the  canal.

In A ugust, 1956, an in te rn a tio n a l co n fe re nce  
was co nve ne d  to  discuss the  Suez Canal 
q ue s tion . A t  tha t co n fe re nce  John Foster Dulles, 
US S ecre ta ry  o f State, su bm itted  a p ro p o sa l 
w h ich  d e p r iv e d  E g yp t o f he r so ve re ig n  righ ts  
to  c o n tro l o v e r the  canal. The S o v ie t G o v e rn ­
m en t e xposed  th e  c o lo n ia lis t ch a rac te r o f the  
US p ro p o sa l to  set up  a so -ca lle d  in te rn a tio n a l 
m anag ing  b o d y  fo r  the  Suez Canal. The S ov ie t 
U n ion  d e fe n d e d  th e  rig h ts  o f the  E gyp tian  p e ­
o p le  in the  S ecurity  C ou nc il to o , w h e re  a s im i­
lar A n g lo -F re n ch  d ra ft was re je c te d , because 
the  S o v ie t re p re s e n ta tiv e  v e to e d  it.

Since e co n o m ic  p re ssu re  fa ile d  to  y ie ld  the  
d e s ire d  resu lt th e  im p e ria lis t p o w e rs  launched 
an a rm ed  a ttack on E g yp t from  th e  te r r ito ry  o f 
Israel. The A n g lo -F re n ch  A ir  Force  savage ly  
ra id e d  E g yp tia n  cities. The p o s itio n  was ex­
a ce rba ted  b y  refusal o f ru lin g  c irc les o f B rita ­
in, France and Israel to  ca rry  o u t the  dec is ion  
o f th e  E m ergency Session o f the  G e ne ra l A s ­
sem b ly  fo r  cessation o f hos tilitie s . The w o r ld 's  
p rog ress ives  co n d e m n e d  im p e ria lis t a gg res ­
sion aga inst the  fre e d o m -lo v in g  E g yp tia n  p e o ­
p le . O n N o ve m b e r 5, 1956, the  G o ve rn m e n t 
o f the  USSR issued a se rious w a rn in g  to  the  ag ­
gressors. The S o v ie t U n io n  s ta ted  th a t it  was
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p re p a re d  to  use fo rc e  to  b r id le  the  aggressors 
and to  res to re  th e  peace. This w a rn in g  had a 
so b e rin g  e ffe c t on the  im peria lis ts . A lre a d y  on 
N o ve m b e r 6, the  g ove rn m e n ts  o f B rita in , 
France and Israel w e re  fo rce d  to  d isco n tin ue  
m ilita ry  ac tion  and la te r to  w ith d ra w  th e ir  
fo rces from  E gyp tian  te rr ito ry .

The p e o p le s  o f A frica  d re w  from  these 
events a c o rre c t co nc lus io n : the  assistance o f 
the  w o r ld  soc ia lis t system, in c lu d in g  m ilita ry  
assistance, cons titu tes  a v ita l c o n d it io n  fo r  v ic ­
to ry  in the  lib e ra tio n  s tru g g le  aga ins t im p e ria l­
ism. As m any A frica n  p o lit ic a l leade rs  p o in t out, 
s tre n g th e n in g  c o o p e ra tio n  w ith  th e  so c ia lis t 
co un tries  m eets th e  v ita l in terests o f th e ir  p e o ­
p les. As P res iden t Kw am e N krum ah o f G hana 
p u t it, w e re  it n o t fo r  the  S o v ie t U n ion  the 
m ove m e n t fo r  lib e ra tio n  iin A frica  w o u ld  have 
e xp e rie n ce d  the  fu ll fo rc e  o f c rue l and savage 
suppression .

H is to rica l e xpe rien ce  reveals tha t those  
peo p les  o f A frica  w h o  m anaged to  ra lly  th e ir  
a n ti-c o lo n ia l fo rces ach ieve d  m ost in sp e e d in g  
in d e p e n d e n t d e ve lo p m e n t. The ide a  o f u n ity  
and cohes ion  o f the  a n ti- im p e ria lis t fo rces in 
A fr ic a  d e v e lo p e d  in to  a m a te ria l fo rc e  a fte r 
the  so ve re ig n  co u n trie s  o f A frica  began  to  ra l­
ly  on a c o n tin e n t-w id e  scale. The firs t C o n fe r­
ence o f In d e p e n d e n t A frica n  States o rg an ise d  
on G hana 's in it ia tiv e  in A ccra  in A p r il ,  1958, 
g ave  a v iv id  illu s tra tio n  o f the  successes sco red  
in the  f ig h t aga inst im p e ria lism . The co n fe re nce  
was a tte n d e d  b y  th e  re p re sen ta tives  o f e ig h t 
in d e p e n d e n t A frica n  states. It co n ce n tra te d

16

m ain a tte n tio n  on s te p p in g  up the  s trug g le  
aga ins t co lo n ia lism ,

The o p e n in g  d ay  o f th e  co n fe re n ce — A p r il 
15— was p ro c la im e d  F reedom  Day o f A frica . 
The idea o f u n itin g  a ll in d e p e n d e n t coun tries  
aga inst im p e ria lism  w on  s teady su p p o rt. The 
Second C on fe re nce  o f In d e p e n d e n t A frica n  
States was he ld  in A d d is  A b a b a  in June, 1960. 
It was a tte n d e d  n o t o n ly  b y  the  d e le g a te s  o f 
n ine  p o lit ic a lly  in d e p e n d e n t coun tries , b u t also 
b y  the  rep resen ta tives  o f p eo p les  still in c o ­
lo n ia lis t g r ip . The dec is ions o f th a t con fe rence  
fu rth e re d  A frica n  u n ity  and p ro m o te d  th e  na­
t io n a l lib e ra tio n  s tru g g le .

The b ro a d  re p re se n ta tive  fo rum s o f A frica n  
p u b lic  o rgan isa tions  p la ye d  no small p a rt in 
the  f ig h t fo r  p o lit ic a l in d ep en de nce . The fo r ­
ums, la te r re fe rre d  to  as A frica n  P eop les ' C on ­
fe rences, w e re  he ld  in A ccra  in D ecem ber, 
1958; in Tunis in January, 1960, and iin C a iro  in 
M arch , 1961. These fo rum s h e lp e d  secure  an ti- 
im p e ria lis t u n ity  o f the  A frica n  p eo p les .

The scope o f p ro b le m s  on w h ich  A frica n  
p u b lic  c irc le s  acted  jo in t ly  co n tin u e d  to  ex­
pand. W hereas the  firs t o f the  a b o ve  c o n fe r­
ences d iscussed w in n in g  p o lit ic a l ind ep e n d e n ce  
in the  firs t p lace , the  second  and th ird  co n fe r­
ences, b ro u g h t to  the  fo re  the  s tru g g le  fo r  
econ om ic  in d ep en de nce , aga inst n e o -c o lo n ia l­
ist g oa ls  o f th e  im peria lis ts . The p o lic y  o f p o s i­
t iv e  n e u tra lity  and s tru g g le  fo r  peace  now  
co n s titu te d  the  basis on w h ich  the  u n ity  o f the  
A frica n  p eo p le s  was fu rth e re d .

The idea  o f u n itin g  a ll a n ti- im p e ria lis t fo r ­

17



ces has exe rc ised  a b e n e fic ia l e ffe c t on the  
n a tio n a l- lib e ra tio n  m ove m e n t in A frica . The 
a n ti- im p e ria lis t s tru g g le  is assum ing e ve r m ore  
ac tive  form s. It w o u ld  be  a p p ro p r ia te  to  reca ll 
tha t som e de leg a tes  to  the  F irst A frica n  Peo­
p le s ' C on fe rence  ins is ted  on a d o p tin g  n o n -v io ­
len t tactics. H o w e ve r, th e  con fe re nce  was he ld  
u nd e r the  m o tto : " In d e p e n d e n c e  w ith in  th e  life ­
tim e  o f o u r g e n e ra tio n !"  The second co n fe r­
ence a lre a d y  a p p ro v e d  the  reco m m en da tion  on 
c re a tin g  a co rps  o f vo lu n te e rs  to  assist A lg e r ia  
and the  p eo p les  o f o th e r co un trie s  f ig h tin g  fo r 
fre e d o m  w ith  arms in hand. This con fe rence  a d ­
vanced  th e  s logan : " In d e p e n d e n c e  w ith o u t 
d e la y !"

The c ru m b lin g  o f co lo n ia lism  in A frica  lim i­
te d  the  sphe re  o f im p e ria lis t d o m in a tio n  in th a t 
co n tin e n t. H o w e ve r, even  to  th is  d a y  W este rn  
co un trie s  s till have co n s id e ra b le  c o lo n ia l p o s ­
sessions th e re . The la rge s t co lo n ie s  b e lo n g  to  
re la t iv e ly  w e a k  and e co n o m ic a lly  b ackw a rd  
P o rtuga l.

O th e r im p e ria lis t p o w e rs  w ith  co lo n ie s  in 
A frica  are B rita in , France and Spain. A  vast te r ­
r ito ry  in S ou th -W est A frica , u n la w fu lly  o ccu p ie d  
by  the  South A frica n  racia lists, is s till u nd e r c o ­
lon ia l o pp re ss io n .

D ow n fa ll o f c o lo n ia lis t reg im es does n o t y e t 
s ig n ify  the  end  o f co lo n ia lism . P o lit ica l in d e ­
p en de nce  does n o t a u to m a tica lly  b r in g  e con om ­
ic ind e p e n d e n ce . The e conom ic  b a c k w a rd ­
ness o f n e w ly - lib e ra te d  coun tries , th e ir  d e p e n ­
d ence  on th e  w o r ld  ca p ita lis t m a rke t are a p o ­
te n t ins trum en t in  th e  hands o f im p eria lis ts
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w ho  co n tin u e  to  p lu n d e r p e o p le s  w ho  have es­
ta b lish e d  th e ir  ow n  s ta tehood .

The classical im age o f the  c o lo n ia lis t in a 
p ith  he lm e t is n o w  a th in g  o f the  past. O ld  
m ethods o f co lo n ia l opp re ss io n  have been re ­
p la ce d  b y  new , m ore  su b tle  m ethods. A m o n g  
these are, a b o ve  all, co n tin u in g  d o m in a tio n  o f 
fo re ig n  cap ita l in a n u m b e r o f d e v e lo p in g  
coun tries , im p o s itio n  b y  im p e ria l financ ie rs  of 
ens lav ing  loan term s, " a id "  w ith  strings and 
unequa l tra d e  term s.

N e o -co lo n ia lism  is b o ls te rin g  its p o lit ic a l 
in flu en ce  b y  in tro d u c tio n  o f p u p p e t reg im es in 
some n e w ly - lib e ra te d  co un tries  th a t rem ain  d e ­
p e n d e n t on ca p ita lis t m on op o lies . This lis 
a ch ieved  a b o ve  all b y  fo re ig n  m ilita ry  a g re e ­
m ents im posed  on the  yo u n g  states and m ain ­
ta in in g  m ilita ry  bases on th e ir  te rr ito r ie s , at 
w h ich  fo re ig n  tro o p s  are s ta tioned . D isco rd  is 
in c ite d  b e tw e e n  separa te  states and tr ibes . It 
is a tr ie d  and tes ted  to o ! o f co lo n ia lis ts  w ho  
live  b y  the  m o tto : "D iv id e  and ru le ."

The im p eria lis ts  are c o n d u c tin g  an in te n ­
sive id e o lo g ic a l cam pa ign  am ong the  peo p les  
o f A frica  to  p re se rve  th e  c o n tin e n t fo r  c a p i­
ta lism . A n ti-com m un ism  is the  ke yno te  o f the  
id e o lo g ic a l o ffe ns ive  launched  b y  the  W este rn  
P ow ers. The n e o -co lo n ia lis ts  are try in g  to  tea r 
aw ay in d e p e n d e n t A frica n  states from  the  
w o r ld  soc ia lis t system, from  the  in te rn a tio n a l 
w o rk in g -c la ss  m ovem en t. To th is end th e y  
m ake use o f rac ia lis t s logans and try  to  o p ­
pose  the  c o lo u re d  p e o p le s  to  the  w h ites .

The p e o p le s  o f A frica  c o n s id e r it  th e ir  main
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task to  d e fe a t n e o -co lo n ia lism  and to  co m p le te  
the  second  stage o f the  na tio na l lib e ra tio n  re ­
v o lu tio n . As m any A frica n  p o lit ic a l leaders 
p o in t out, to  ach ieve  this it w il l  be  necessary 
to  w in  e conom ic  In d e p e n d e n ce , co n so lid a te  
state s o ve re ig n ty , ra d ic a lly  change  the  socia l 
s truc tu re  and abo lish  the  p r iv ile g e d  p o s itio n  
e n jo y e d  b y  sections th a t used to  be  the  p illa rs  
o f the  co lo n ia l reg im e  a nd  are n ow  b e in g  used 
b y  the  n e o -co lo n ia lis ts . It w il l a lso be  neces­
sary to  raise liv in g  and cu ltu ra l standards.

Unless u n ity  o f a ll a n ti- im p e ria lis t fo rces is 
a ch ieved  i t  w il l be  im p oss ib le  to  accom plish  
these v ita l tasks. To pave  the  w a y  to  A frica 's  
d es tin ed  p rogress  and to  b reak  d o w n  im p e ria l­
ists' resistance, it is v ita l to  p re se rve  and p ro ­
m ote  th is u n ity . A frica 's  cons is ten t figh te rs  
aga inst im peria lism  are a rr iv in g  p re c ise ly  at 
th is conc lus ion .

Cohesion of National 
Anti-Imperialist Forces—Vital 

Condition of Victory

D is in te g ra tio n  o f c o lo n ia l em p ires in A frica  
is due  to  a n um be r o f facto rs. This process is 
a b o v e  all the  o u tco m e  o f a p ro lo n g e d  and se lf­
less s tru g g le  o f th e  p e o p le s  opp ressed  b y  c o ­
lon ia lism . The in te rn a tio n a l s itua tion  o f the  la te  
fift ie s  and e a rly  sixties b e n e fite d  A frica 's  na­
t io n a l- lib e ra t io n  s trugg les . This s itua tion  was 
ch a rac te rised  b y  the  d ec is ive  in flu en ce  e xe rte d  
b y  the  so c ia lis t system on th e  e n tire  course  o f 
w o r ld  h is to ry , by  the  p o w e rfu l a n ti- im p e ria lis t 
and a n ti-c o !o n ia lis t m ove m e n t w h ich  d e v e l­
o p e d  on an in te rn a tio n a l scale, b y  the  assistan­
ce re n d e re d  to  th e  n a tio n a l- lib e ra tio n  s trug g le  
o f the  p eo p le s  in the  co lo n ie s  b y  the  in te r ­
na tiona l w o rk in g -c la ss  m ovem ent. A ll these 
fac to rs  are o f an ex te rna l, o b je c t iv e  characte r. 
They c o n tr ib u te d  to  the  successful o u tcom e  o f
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the  s trug g le  w a g e d  b y  A frica n  co un tries  fo r 
p o lit ic a l ind e p e n d e n ce . But these externa l 
fac to rs  a lone  w o u ld  n o t have ensured  success, 
if i t  w e re  n o t fo r  ex is tence  o f such a v ita l in ­
te rna l p o lit ic a l fa c to r as na tiona l a n ti- im p e r ia l­
ist u n ity  o f p e o p le s  f ig h t in g  aga inst co lo n ia lism .

That these  p ro p o s it io n s  are  v a lid  is p ro v e d  
b y  the  exam p le  o f the  R ep ub lic  o f M a li, one 
o f the  o ld e s t co un trie s  in T rop ica l A frica . The 
p e o p le  o f tha t co u n try  are n o w  so lv in g  the  
tasks of the  second  stage o f th e  a n ti-c o lo n ia l, 
a n ti- im p e ria lis t re v o lu tio n ; th e y  are b u ild in g  
up a d e v e lo p e d  na tio na l e con om y  and are 
trans fo rm ing  o u td a te d  so c io -e co n o m ic  re la ­
tions. The G o v e rn m e n t o f M a li has n o t o n ly  
p ro c la im e d  its in te n tio n  to  g u id e  the  co u n try  
a ’o ng  a pa th  w h ich  w o u ld  bypass the  c a p ita l­
is t stage, b u t has a lre a d y  im p lem en te d  p ra c tic ­
al measures to  th a t end . The m ain c o n d it io n  
fo r  the  p ra c tica l rea lisa tion  o f th e  p ro g ra m m e  
announced  b y  the  G o ve rn m e n t o f M a li is u n ity  
o f the  p e o p le  w ho  have firm ly  re so lve d  to  p u t 
an end once  and fo r  all to  th e  a fte rm ath  o f 
co lo n ia l o pp re ss io n  and to  b u ild  up  a new  so­
c ie ty .

The Sudanese U n io n  w h ich  is th e  ru lin g  
p a rty  o f M a li was fo u n d e d  in 1946 w hen  the  
m ove m e n t fo r  p o lit ic a l fre e d o m  g re w  active . 
Pers is ten t and irre c o n c ila b le  s tru g g le  fo r  na­
tio n a l in d e p e n d e n ce  w o n  fo r  th a t p a rty  the  
s u p p o rt and co n fid e n ce  o f th e  o ve rw h e lm in g  
m a jo rity . The o th e r p o lit ic a l pa rties  w hose 
leaders co m p ro m ise d  them selves b y  c o lla b o ra t­
ing  w ith  th e  co lo n ia l a dm in is tra tio n  los t the

co n fid en ce  o f the  p e o p le  and  d is in te g ra te d . 
That was h o w  a o n e -p a rty  system to o k  shape 
in M a li. This system e m b o d ie d  the  a n ti- im p e r­
ia lis t u n ity  o f the  p e o p le . The rules o f the  
Sudanese U n ion  say th a t th e  U n ion  is a " p o ­
lit ica l o rg a n isa tio n  o f the  w h o le  o f the  p e o p le  
o f M a li. "  The rules lay d o w n  th a t " th e  p a rty  is 
the  lea de r and o rg an ise r o f th e  M a li p e o p le . It 
sets as its task to  b rin g  the  p e o p le  as soon as 
p oss ib le  a lo n g  the  road  o f socia lism  to  w e ll­
b e in g  and  p ro s p e rity  iin c o n d it io n s  o f Peace, 
U n ity  and F ra te rn ity ."

The fa c t th a t the  p e o p le  o f M a li chose  the  
soc ia lis t pa th  is n o t acc id en ta l. They in h e r ite d  
from  th e  co lo n ia lis ts  a b a ckw a rd  e co n o m y  and 
an o u td a te d  socia l s truc tu re . The French c o lo ­
n ia lists w ho  d o m in a te d  the  c o u n try  fo r  m any 
decades he ld  up socia l p ro g ress  at th e  stage 
o f feuda lism  and p r im itiv e  soc ie ty . A t  th e  p ro c ­
lam ation  o f in d e p e n d e n ce  90 p e r ce n t o f the  
p e o p le  w e re  illite ra te . The vast m a jo r ity  o f the  
p e o p le  re g a rd  cap ita lism  as a sym bo l o f un ­
b r id le d  e con om ic  e x p lo ita tio n , p o lit ic a l and 
rac ia l d is c rim in a tio n , m ise ry  and b a c k w a rd ­
ness.

The dec is ion  o f th e  Sudanese U n io n  to  lead 
the  co u n try  a lo ng  the  so c ia lis t pa th  re fle c te d  
the  d es ire  o f the  w o rk in g  p e o p le  to  r id  th e m ­
selves fo re v e r o f e x p lo ita tio n  and opp re ss io n  
and to  raise liv in g  standards. The statesm en 
and p o lit ic a l leade rs  o f M a li in d ica te d  in th e ir  
sta tem ents th a t the  p u rp o se  o f socia lism  w o u ld  
be  n o t to  b e n e fit any s ing le  g ro u p , b u t the  
e n tire  p e o p le . They p o in te d  o u t th a t tra n s itio n
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to  socia lism  w o u ld  be  the  resu lt o f jo in t  e ffo rt 
b y  the  w h o le  p e o p le  o f M a li.

In la y in g  th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f socia lism  the  Su­
danese U n ion  set the  task o f g ra du a l ous ting  
o f th e  fo re ig n  p r iv a te  ca p ita lis t se c to r from  the  
co u n try 's  econom y. H o w e ve r, th e  G o ve rn m e n t 
o f M a li m a in ta ins th a t a t p re se n t it  w il l be  
unab le  to  m ee t the  m ate ria l needs o f the  p o p ­
u la tion  w ith o u t a na tiona l p r iv a te  sector. 
N everthe less, in an e ffo r t to  l im it as m uch as 
poss ib le  e x p lo ita tio n  o f the  w o rk in g  p e o p le  b y  
trade rs  w ho  take  a dva n ta ge  o f e con om ic  d if f i ­
cu lties to  in fla te  p rices  o f consum er g o o d s  the  
p a rty  has d e c id e d  to  d e v e lo p  the  c o o p e ra tiv e  
sec to r in com m erce , w h ich  in tim e  w ill oust 
th e  p riv a te  trad e rs . The p a rty  does  no t re g a rd  
the  tra d e rs  as enem ies. It is seek ing  to  use 
th e ir  cap ita l and e x p e rie n ce  and to  g iv e  them  
an o p p o r tu n ity  to  ta ke  an ac tive  p a rt in the  
u p b u ild in g  o f a new  life.

That p o lit ic a l s o v e re ig n ty  w ill be  f ic tit io u s  
and illu s ive , unless it  rests on th e  firm  fo u n d a ­
t io n  o f econ om ic  in d e p e d e n c e  has b ecom e  an 
axiom  to d a y . A fte r  th e  b re a k in g  o f re la tions  
w ith  Senegal, a step p ro v o k e d  b y  the  c o lo n ia l­
ists, the  R ep ub lic  o f M a li was fo rc e d  to  sur­
m ou n t co n s id e ra b le  e con om ic  d ifficu ltie s . The 
o n ly  ra ilw a y  line  w h ich  co n n e c te d  th e  co u n try  
w ith  the  o u tle t to  the  ocean was b lo c k e d . It 
was o n ly  a fte r the  O rg a n isa tio n  o f A frica n  U n i­
ty  was fo u n d e d  tha t the  G o v e rn m e n t o f Senegal 
ag reed  to  ope n  n e g o tia tio n s  w ith  the  G o v e rn ­
m en t o f M a li. The o u tco m e  o f the  ta lks was the 
re -o p e n in g  o f th is  v ita l tra n s p o rt line , so in d is ­
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pensab le  to  M a li. The e con om ic  d iff ic u ltie s  of 
the  R ep ub lic  o f M a li w e re  a g g ra va te d  by 
French com m erc ia l firm s w h ich  had tra n s fe rre d  
th e ir  ca p ita l from  M a li. D esp ite  in tr ig u e s  o f the  
co lo n ia lis ts  th e  p e o p le  o f M a li ra llie d  a round  
th e ir  ru lin g  p a rty  and m anaged  to  o ve rcom e  
th e  num erous obstac les s tand ing  in th e ir  w ay.

The G o ve rn m e n t o f M a li has d o n e  much to  
s treng then  the  state sec to r in th e  c o u n try 's  
econom y. Indus tria l en te rp rises  have been 
na tiona lised . O f p a rtic u la r im p o rta nce  was the  
n a tio na lisa tion  o f the  O ffice  du N ig e r, a la rge  
p ro d u c e r o f co tto n .

The o u tp u t o f the  w o o d -w o rk in g  and m a­
ch ine  shops and also o f the  ca nn in g  fa c to ry  
is ra ther h igh . Several c ity  s laugh te r-houses 
w ith  c o ld  s to rage  space w ill soon be co m p le t­
ed, to g e th e r w ith  a fe w  cream eries and a te x ­
t i le  m ill. The o ve ra ll n um be r o f ind us tria l en ­
te rp rise s  is 130. M a n y  o f them  w e re  b u ilt  w ith  
th e  e con om ic  and te chn ica l assistance o f the  
soc ia lis t coun tries . In the  last ye a r o r  tw o  a 
fe w  o f the  ca p ita lis t states fo u n d  i t  no lo n g e r 
e x p e d ie n t to  ig n o re  the  g ro w in g  e con om ic  c o ­
o p e ra tio n  b e tw e e n  M a li and  the  soc ia lis t co un ­
tries. They have  a g re e d  to  b u ild  a n um be r of 
p ro je c ts  th e re .

Thus, re ly in g  on the  u n ity  o f the  p e o p le  and 
ta k in g  a dva n ta ge  o f e x tens ive  e con om ic  c o ­
o p e ra tio n  w ith  the  w o r ld  soc ia lis t system, the  
G o ve rn m e n t o f M a li has been ab le  to  p u t a 
s top  to  the  e x p lo ita tio n  o f the  p e o p le  b y  fo r ­
e ign  cap ita lis ts  and to  com pe l the  m on o p o lie s  
to  m ake concessions.
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Severa l e n te rp rises  o f l ig h t ind us try  have 
been  b u ilt  in M a li. By d ra w in g  the  h an d ic ra fts ­
m en in to  c o o p e ra tiv e s  the  sta te  has been  o r ­
g an is ing  on an ind us tria l basis th e  o u tp u t o f 
tra d it io n a l lea the r and w o o lle n  g o o d s  and na­
tio n a l costum es. T ra n spo rt b o th  lea v ing  o r en ­
te r in g  M a li, w h ich  used to  be  in French hands, 
is n o w  h an d led  b y  the  state. The state e ffec ­
t iv e ly  adm in is te rs  the  n a tio na lise d  tra n s p o rt sys­
tem . In M a li th e re  are state b o d ie s  w h ich  have  
been ch a rge d  w ith  m anagem en t o f p o w e r 
sta tions and g e o lo g ic a l p ro sp e c tin g . State 
shops have been o p e n e d  in th e  tow ns. The 
co u n try 's  finances a re  fu lly  c o n tro lle d  b y  the  
state.

M a li is p ro c e e d in g  w ith  the  cu ltu ra l re v o ­
lu tio n . W hereas b e fo re  ind ep en de nce , o n ly  six 
c h ild re n  o u t o f e v e ry  h un d red  w e re  ab le  to  
a ttend  schoo l, to d a y  th is  n um be r has increased 
fo u rfo ld . The ch ild re n  o f the  nom ads have 
g o n e  to  schoo l fo r  the  firs t tim e .

The g o v e rn m e n t o f M a li is also in tro d u c in g  
fa r-re a ch in g  socia l changes. A  new  L ab o u r and 
Social S ecurity  C ode  has been a d o p te d . U nder 
the  C od e  each e n te rp rise  'has a co unc il on 
w h ich  th e  a d m in is tra tio n  and tra d e  unions are 
rep resen ted . This co unc il is ca lle d  upon  to  
take  an a c tive  p a r t in the  s o lu tio n  o f questions 
b e a rin g  on p ro d u c tio n  a c tiv ity  o f the  g ive n  
e n te rp rise . The righ ts  o f th e  w o m n g  p e o p le  in 
m anag ing  the  a ffa irs o f state have  like w ise  
been  e x ten de d .

A ll the  measures o f the  G o ve rn m e n t o f M a li 
fo r  so c io -e co n o m ic  changes are a im ed at a b o l­
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ish ing  w ith in  the  shortest poss ib le  tim e  the  
consequences o f c o lo n ia l d ep en de nce . A t  the  
same tim e  th e y  are d e s ig n e d  to  ce m e n t a n ti­
im p e ria lis t u n ity  o f the  p e o p le . It is a fact th a t 
th e re  are still fo rces in the  c o u n try  e ag e r to  
crea te  obstacles in the  w a y  o f socia lis t 
co ns truc tio n . They are re p re sen te d  b y  small sec­
tions  o f traders  and tr ib a l chiefs.

Since in d e p e n d e n ce  was w on  the  re a c tio n ­
ary fo rces have tim e  and aga in  o p p o se d  b u ild ­
ing  up  o f socia lism . Im m e d ia te ly  a fte r the  new  
M a li franc was in tro d u c e d  in 1962 th e  Bamako 
trad e rs  staged  a d em on s tra tio n  to  com pe i the  
g o v e rn m e n t to  abandon  th is m easure, because 
it  lim ite d  the  o p e ra tio n  o f na tiona l p r iv a te  ca­
p ita l. In 1963 th e  feuda l ch ie fs o f th e  nom ad ic  
tr ibe s  in th e  n o rthe rn  p a rt o f the  c o u n try  o rg a ­
n ised an arm ed insu rre c tion . The im m ed ia te  
cause o f th is action  was the  g o ve rn m e n t's  ban 
on taxes le v ie d  b y  these ch ie fs on  the  se ttled  
p o p u ’a tion  th a t cu lt iv a te d  land w h ich  b y  tra ­
d it io n  was re g a rd e d  as the  p ro p e rty  o f the  
nom ad ic  tr ibes . But the  g o ve rn m e n t suppressed 
the  c o u n te r-re v o lu t io n a ry  a ttem p ts  o f the 
reac tiona ries  in no tim e.

Early in 1964 P res iden t M o d ib o  K e ita  o f 
M a li said th a t ce rta in  sections o f th e  p o p u la ­
tio n  w e re  n o t as en thus iastic  a bo u t the  b u ild ­
ing  o f socia lism  in 1964 as th e y  had been  in 
1960. This was due  to  the  fa c t th a t w ith  p ro g ­
ress to w a rd s  the  new  so c ie ty  o ld  class d iv i ­
sions and p r iv ile g e s  w e re  b e in g  abo lished , 
But th e  p e o p le  of M a li, the  vast m a jo r ity  o f the 
p o p u la t io n  w h o ie -h e a rte d ly  s u p p o rt the  so c ia l­
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ist course  pursued  b y  th e  g o v e rn m e n t and the 
Sudanese U n ion .

The Sixth C ongress o f the  Sudanese U n ion  
in 1962 p ro c la im e d  th e  p ro g ra m m e  fo r  trans­
fo rm a tio n  o f the  co u n try .

The p o lit ic a l re p o r t o f th e  p a rty  S ecre ta ry  
rea d : "W e  have set ourse lves th e  aim to  pass 
o v e r fro m  th e  c o lo n ia l s tage to  socia lism , b y ­
passing th e  ca p ita lis t stage. . .  W e  shall no t 
be  s to p p e d  b y  d ifficu ltie s , because the  co u r­
age, pa tience , firm ness and h on o u r in h e re n t in 
o u r p e o p le  w ill ena b le  us to  secure v ic to ry  in 
the  fu tu re  as it  has e n a b le d  us to  w in  in the  
p a s t . . .  The p e o p le  w ill e m e rg e  v ic to rio u s  
w hen  th e ir  heads are fu ll o f h op e , and no d if ­
ficu ltie s  can im pe l them  to  d e p a rt from  th e  path 
th e y  have ch o se n ."

In sp ring , 1964, th e  p e o p le  o f M a li w e re  to  
g o  to  th e  N a tiona l A ssem b ly  p o lls  fo r  the  firs t 
tim e  since in d e p e n d e n ce . The Sudanese U n ion  
advanced  a s ing le  lis t o f 80 cand ida tes. 99.9 
p e r ce n t o f th e  vo te rs  v o te d  fo r  th e  cand ida tes  
o f th e  p a rty  w h ich  p ro c la im e d  socia lism  as its 
g o a l. The u n ity  o f the  M a li p e o p le  and th e ir  
w h o le -h e a rte d  s u p p o rt to  th e  ru lin g  p a rty  en ­
sure success in th e  s tru g g le  fo r  econ om ic  in ­
d e p e n d e n ce  o f the  c o u n try  and c o n s o lid a tio n  
o f its p o lit ic a l so v e re ig n ty . Soon a fte r the  e le c ­
tio n s  the  p a p e r L'Essor w ro te : "T he  p e o p le  o f 
M a li have a v e ry  g o o d  say ing : ' I t  is d if f ic u lt  
to  app ro ach  a person  if you  have no respect 
fo r  h im .' The p a rty  respects each o f us and the  
o p in io n  o f each o f us. H ere in  lies th e  'se c re t' 
o f o u r s treng th , co n fid e n ce  and enthusiasm  in
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th e  p e rs is ten t e xecu tion  o f th e  so c ia lis t re v o lu ­
t io n  in M a li. "

C ohes ion  o f p a tr io tic  fo rces and u n ity  o f 
the  masses p la y  an im p o rta n t ro le  a lso in the  
A frica n  co un tries  still f ig h tin g  fo r  g e n u in e  p o l i t ­
ical in d ep en de nce . This is o b v io u s  from  
the  tra g ic  e xpe rien ce  o f the  C on go , L e o p o ld ­
v ille .

O n June 30, 1960, a ce re m o n y  fo r  o ffic ia l 
p ro c la m a tio n  o f th e  C o n g o 's  in d e p e n d e n ce  
was he ld . A t  the  ce re m o ny  Kasavubu—  a p o l i ­
tic ian  c lo s e ly  associa ted  w ith  th e  A m e rican  and 
B e lg ian  m o n o p o lie s— addressed  m any w o rds  
o f g ra titu d e  to  the  B e lg ian  a u th o ritie s . But he 
d id  n o t say a s ing le  w o rd  a b o u t the  su ffe rings 
o f the  C on go lese  p e o p le  u nd e r th e  c o lo n ia lis t 
yo ke . The speech o f th e  Prim e M in is te r  P a tri­
ce Lum um ba was o f a to ta lly  d if fe re n t cha rac ­
te r. It was a passionate  call neve r to  fo rg e t the  
im m easurab le  su ffe rings and ca lam ities  e x p e r i­
enced  by  th e  p e o p le  o f th e  C o n g o  u nd e r the  
B e lg ian  co lo n ia l reg im e . It was an expression  
o f th e  hopes and asp ira tions  o f th e  C on go lese  
p e o p le . These tw o  speeches re fle c te d  tw o  to ­
ta lly  d if fe re n t app roaches to  the  fu tu re  d e v e l­
o p m e n t o f the  yo u n g  re p u b lic .

The Lum um bist N a tiona l C on g o le se  M o v e ­
m en t (o th e rw ise  know n  as the  N a tiona l Lu­
m um bis t Party) u rg e d  the  ra lly in g  o f d e m o c ra t­
ic fo rces and c re a tio n  o f a u n ite d  p e o p le 's  
fro n t. W h a t fr ig h te n e d  th e  co lo n ia lis ts  m ost was 
th a t the  N a tiona l C on g o le se  M o v e m e n t was 
d e v e lo p in g  in to  an in flu e n tia l p o lit ic a l fo rc e  in 
the  w h o le  co u n try . They rea lised  o n ly  to o  w e ll
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tha t if th e  p a rty  headed  b y  Patrice  Lum um ba 
g re w  s tron g  it w o u ld  p u t an end  to  d o m in a tio n  
o f fo re ig n  cap ita l in the  C on go . This was p re ­
c ise ly  w h y  the co lo n ia lis ts  and th e ir  C ongo lese  
stooges d e c id e d  to  d e liv e r  th e ir  firs t b lo w  at 
the  N a tiona l Lum um bis t Party.

The im p eria lis ts  used th e ir  p u p p e ts  to  sp lit 
the  co u n try . The Ka tanga  g o v e rn m e n t unde r 
M o ise  Tshom be p ro c la im e d  its in d e p e n d e n ce . 
Katanga is the  r ich e s t p ro v in c e  o f the  C ongo . 
The re a c tio n a ry  fo rces  to g e th e r w ith  the  Bel­
g ian  tro o p s  o p e n e d  a rm ed  ac tion  aga inst 
the  su pp o rte rs  o f Patrice  Lum um ba. The 
c o lo n ia lis t s tooges a rres ted  and assassinated 
w ith  g re a t savagery  P atrice  Lum um ba and his 
com rades-in -a rm s. The ir b o d ie s  w e re  th ro w n  
in to  a dese rte d  m ine  near E lisab e thv ille .

The he inous c rim e  o f the  co lo n ia lis ts  d id  
n o t b re ak  d o w n  the  w il l  o f the  C on go lese  p a t­
rio ts . A lth o u g h  the  law fu l g o v e rn m e n t headed  
by  A n to in e  G ize ng a , co m rad e -in -a rm s o f P a tri­
ce Lum um ba and lea de r o f th e  A frica n  S o lid a r i­
ty  Party, was d e p ose d  by  the  p ro - im p e ria lis t 
g roups, th e  d e m o cra tic  fo rces  o f th e  C on go  
w e re  still ca rry in g  on th e  s trug g le .

As a resu lt o f im p e ria lis t ac tion  the  e co n o m ­
ic s itua tion  in the  co u n try  is g ra ve . Trade and 
in d u s try  a re  n o t d e v e lo p in g . Prices o f p rim e  
necessities are soaring . In the  1962-64 p e r io d  
a lone  th e y  sky ro cke te d  se ven fo ld , w hereas 
w ages o f w o rke rs  increased  o n ly  2 .5 -fo ld . The 
fo re ig n  m on op o lis ts  are  p lu n d e r in g  the  c o u n ­
try 's  w ea lth . The peasants and the  u rban  p o p u ­
la tion  are su ffe ring  ex trem e  p riva tio n s  as a
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resu lt o f the  despo tism  o f the  Tshom be g e n ­
darm es and h ire d  hangm en.

The e lec tions  o rg an ise d  b y  Tshom be in 
A p r il-M a y  1965 w e re  he ld  in c o n d it io n s  o f 
te rro r  and in tim id a tio n . The results o f these 
e le c tion s  w il l  n o t d e ce ive  a n yb o d y . The co un ­
t r y  is in the  g r ip  o f a d e a p  p o lit ic a l crisis. The 
s itua tion  w il l  be  no rm a lised  o n ly  if subve rs ive  
a c tiv ity  o f the  im peria lis ts , w h o  are s p lit t in g  
the  co u n try  and in c itin g  in te r-tr ib a l feuds, <is 
s to pp ed . The num erous p o lit ic a l pa rties  and 
g ro u p in g s  (o f w h ich  th e re  are a b o u t 200) o n ly  
crea te  a d d it io n a l obstacles to  the  u n ity  so 
essentia l fo r  success in the  f ig h t aga inst im ­
pe ria lis ts  and th e ir  agents.

The resistance m ove m e n t o f th e  p e o p le  
aga inst im p e ria lis t agg ress ion  in the  C on go  has 
been  w e a ke n e d  b y  lack o f u n ity  and cohes ion  
in the  ranks o f th e  C on go lese  p a trio ts . H o w ­
ever, in 1965, a fte r h o ld in g  several m eetings, 
leade rs  o f th e  p a tr io tic  fo rces  reached  a g re e ­
m en t on o rg a n is in g  a u n ifie d  re v o lu tio n a ry  
g o ve rn m e n t, to  be  headed  b y  G aston Soum ia- 
lo t and C h ris top he  G b en ye . The a rm ed  s tru g g le  
o f the  d em ocra tic  fo rces aga inst Tshom be's 
p u p p e t g o v e rn m e n t is e n jo y in g  mass su pp o rt.

The C on go lese  p e o p le  are lea rn ing  from  
th e ir  ow n  e xp e rie n ce  th a t a n ti- im p e r ia lis t d e ­
m ocra tic  u n ity  is a v ita l c o n d it io n  fo r  fina l 
v ic to ry  o ve r co lo n ia lism .

To ach ieve  na tiona l u n ity , so essentia l fo r 
d e fe a t o f im p eria lism , is n o t so easy. The c o ­
lon ia lis ts  u nd e rta ke  subve rs ive  ac tion  to  p re ­
v e n t th e  a ch ieve m e n t o f u n ity . This is o b v io u s
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from  the  exam ple  o f those  co un trie s  w h e re  co ­
lon ia l d o m in a tio n  rem ains.

The P ortuguese  co lo n ie s  in A frica  have te r ­
r ito ry  o f 2,069,700 sq km and p o p u la t io n  o f 
11,760,000. The p e o p le s  o f A n g o la , M o z a m b i­
que , P ortuguese  G u inea  and the  C ape V e rd e  
Islands are s till su ffe ring  from  the  h o rro rs  o f 
co lon ia lism , a ltho ug h  th e  Portuguese  G o v e rn ­
m en t te rm s these co lo n ie s  as "o ve rse as  p ro ­
v in ce s ."

The fascist reg im e  in P o rtuga l is pu rsu ing  a 
p o lic y  o f g e n o c id e  in th e  co lo n ie s . In A n g o la  
a lone  th e  num ber m assacred b y  th e  co lo n ia lis ts  
has reached  250,000. These p e o p le  w e re  k ille d  
n o t o n ly  in action , b u t also d u r in g  b o m b in g  
ra ids on the  peace fu l v illa ge s  and as a resu lt 
o f to rtu re s  in co n ce n tra tio n  camps. 600,000 
A ngo lans , m ostly  w om en  and ch ild re n , have 
f le d  fo r  th e ir  lives to  n e ig h b o u rin g  coun tries .

P o rtuga l is in a p o s itio n  to  ca rry  on her 
d ir ty  c o lo n ia l w ars thanks to  th e  s u p p o rt re n ­
d e re d  to  her b y  in te rn a tio n a l im peria lism . O n ly  
th is  a id  a llo w s  th is  sm all c o u n try  to  m ainta in  
in A frica  an arm ed fo rce  o f 100,000, To m eet 
the  costs o f m a in ta in in g  th is a rm y P o rtuga l has 
to  spend  m ore  than  o n e -th ird  o f her b u d g e t. 
It is o b v io u s  tha t w ith o u t the  financ ia l and m il­
ita ry  a id  o f th e ir  N A TO  a llies the  Portuguese  
co lo n ia lis ts  w o u ld  n o t have been  ab le  to  ho ld  
th e ir  p o s itio n s  on A frica n  so il.

The p e o p le s  o f A fr ic a  su ffe ring  u nd e r P o r­
tuguese  co lo n ia lis ts  are fu ll o f reso lve  to  w in  
fre e d o m . W h e n  th e  c o n fla g ra tio n  o f th e  na ­
t io n a l- lib e ra tio n  s tru g g le  s ta rted  in the  m id - f if ­
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ties in A frica  th e  f irs t na tiona l p o lit ic a l o rg a n ­
isations a pp e a re d  in A n g o la . They set them ­
selves th e  aim o f a tta in in g  fre e d o m  fo r  th e ir  
co un try .

Early  in 1956 a g ro u p  o f re v o lu tio n a ry  in ­
te lle c tu a ls  fo u n d e d  a p o lit ic a l o rg a n isa tio n  in 
Luanda. La te r as a resu lt o f a m e rg e r w ith  
o th e r u n d e rg ro u n d  o rgan isa tions  it d e v e lo p e d  
in to  th e  P opu la r M o v e m e n t fo r  L ib e ra tio n  o f 
A n g o la  (a lso  kn ow n  as th e  P eop le 's  L ib e ra tio n  
M o ve m e n t). The P opu la r M o v e m e n t began  to  
w o rk  a c tive ly  am ong  a ll sections o f the  p o p ­
u la tion  and i t  was soon tran s fo rm ed  in to  a 
U n ite d  N ationa l F ront. In the  e a rly  s ixties i t  a l­
ready  had a m em bersh ip  o f 50,000. Its p ro ­
gram m e p ro v id e d  fo r  the  p ro c la m a tio n  o f the  
ind ep e n d e n ce  o f the  R ep ub lic  o f A n g o la , in ­
tro d u c tio n  o f e q u a lity  fo r  a ll its c itizens  and 
the b u ild in g  up  o f an in d e p e n d e n t econom y. 
A  lea d in g  co m m itte e  headed  the  P opu la r M o ­
vem en t fo r  the  L ib e ra tio n  o f A n g o la . A g o s tin -  
ho N eto , a p ro m in e n t p u b lic  fig u re , was e le c t­
ed cha irm an o f th e  co m m ittee .

From  the  v e ry  firs t d ay  o f its ex is tence  the  
P o pu la r M o v e m e n t u rg e d  u n ity  o f a ll th e  p a tr i­
o tic  fo rces in the  s tru g g le  aga inst Po rtuguese  
co lon ia lis ts . But the  ach ievem en t o f u n ity  is 
b e in g  p re v e n te d  b y  the  leaders o f a no the r 
o rg a n isa tio n — the  A n g o la n  P eop le 's  U n ion  
fo u n d e d  in 1954. As d is tin g u ish e d  fro m  the  
P opu la r M o v e m e n t the  A n g o la n  P eop le 's  U n i­
on has n o t beco m e  a na tiona l p o lit ic a l o r ­
gan isa tion , fo r  it  un ites o n ly  the  peasants of 
the  n o rth e rn  reg io ns .
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H o ld e n  R ob e rto , C ha irm an o f the  A n g o la n  
P eop le 's  U n ion , has re je c te d  th e  num erous p ro ­
posals o f th e  P opu la r M o v e m e n t on jo in t  s trug - 
le aga inst the  im peria lis ts . Taking  a dva n ta ge  o f 
in te r - tr ib a l feuds H o ld e n  R o b e rto  has even  is­
sued the  o rd e r to  ex te rm in a te  the  in su rre c tio n ­
ist detachm ents o f the  P opu la r M o ve m e n t. 
H o ld en  R ob e rto  rece ives  arms and m on ey  from  
the  U n ite d  States. H e has g ra d u a lly  g iv e n  up 
ac tive  s tru g g le  aga ins t the  co lo n ia lis ts  and is 
now  o v e r t ly  c o lla b o ra tin g  w ith  th e  im peria lis ts .

The p ro - im p e r ia lis t p o s itio n  o f som e o f the  
leaders o f the  A n g o la n  P eop le 's  U n io n  headed  
by  H o ld e n  R o b e rto  has u n d e rm in e d  th e ir  p re s ­
t ig e  in th e  eyes o f th e  in d e p e n d e n t A frica n  
coun tries . A t  th e  same tim e  th e  p re s tig e  o f 
the  P o pu la r M o v e m e n t fo r  th e  L ib e ra tio n  o f 
A n g o la  continues to  g ro w . R e ly ing  on p o lit ic ­
al s u p p o rt and m ate ria l assistance o f p ro g re s ­
sive in d e p e n d e n t A frica n  states and socia lis t 
co un trie s  the  lea de rsh ip  o f the  P opu la r M o v e ­
m en t has taken  o v e r th e  in it ia tiv e  in co m b a t 
action  aga inst the  co lo n ia lis ts . The arm ed s tru g ­
g le  o f th e  A n g o la n  p e o p le , w h ich  s ta rted  in 
F eb rua ry  1961, is b e in g  in te n s ifie d  u nd e r the  
leade rsh ip  o f the  P opu la r M o ve m e n t. The earth  
is shaking  benea th  the  fe e t o f the  co lo n ia lis ts . 
The tim e  w ill com e w hen  th e  p a tr io ts  o f A n g o ­
la w ill u n ite  th e ir  fo rces  to  th ro w  o u t the  c o lo ­
n ia lists. The o n ly  th in g  th a t is s ta nd ing  in the  
w a y  o f the  successful co m p le tio n  o f the  n a tio n ­
a l- lib e ra tio n  s tru g g le  is lack o f u n ity  in the  
ranks o f th e  a n ti- im p e ria lis ts .

U n ity  o f p a tr io tic  fo rces has n o t y e t been
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a ch ieved  in o th e r P ortuguese  co lo n ia l pos ­
sessions, such as M o z a m b iq u e  and G u inea  (Bi- 
sau). H o w e ve r, e x p e rie n ce  shows th a t success 
o f the  p e o p le 's  s tru g g le  in f ig h tin g  th e  arm ies 
o f th e  co lo n ia lis ts  dep en ds  on th e  d e g re e  of 
cohes ion  o f all the  a n ti- im p e ria lis t fo rces. This 
p o in t is v iv id ly  b ro u g h t o u t by  th e  events in 
Po rtuguese  G u inea.

The A frica n  In d e p e n d e n ce  Party headed  by  
H am ilca r C ab ra l, a p ro m in e n t p o lit ic a l figu re , 
has d e v e lo p e d  a w id e  n e tw o rk  o f u n d e rg ro u n d  
o rgan isa tions . This p a rty  en joys  th e  a ll-ro u n d  
s u p p o rt o f th e  p o p u la t io n . Backed b y  b ro a d  
sections o f th e  w o rk in g  p e o p le  the  A frica n  
In d e p e n d e n ce  Party is w a g in g  a successful 
s tru g g le  aga inst a 20 ,000 -s trong  arm y o f P o rtu ­
guese co lo n ia lis ts . The Party has o rg an ise d  a 
re g u la r a rm y and a n um be r o f g u e r illa  d e ta ch ­
m ents w h ich  are n u m e rica lly  w e a ke r than the 
enem y. But thanks to  the  assistance o f the  p e o ­
p le  and  the  p o lit ic a l and m ate ria l su p p o rt o f 
p ro g ress ive  A frica n  states and the  soc ia lis t 
coun tries  the  in d e p e n d e n ce  fo rces have ma­
naged  to  lib e ra te  from  th e  co lo n ia lis ts  a b o u t 
40 p e r cen t o f th e  te r r ito ry  o f Bisau.

The n a tio n a l- lib e ra tio n  m ove m e n t in the  A f ­
rican  co un trie s  has e n te re d  a c o m p le te ly  new  
stage. The last bastions o f co lo n ia lism  are n ow  
Threatened w ith  d es tru c tio n . The lesson tha t 
na tio na l u n ity  o t all p a tr io tic  a n ti- im p e ria lis t 
fo rces  is a p rim a ry  c o n d it io n  fo r  p o lit ic a l l i­
b e ra tio n  and co n s o lid a tio n  o f the  e conom ic  
in d e p e n d e n ce  o f the  yo u n g  A frica n  coun tries  
is b e in g  taken  to  heart.



Achievement of African Unity, 
an Urgent Task

C o lle c tiv e  n e o -co lo n ia lism  is one  o f th e  
m ain fo rm s o f im p e r ia lis t p o lic y  to d a y . The im ­
p e r ia lis t p o lic y  o f c o lle c tiv e  n eo -co lo n ia lism  
was m ost f la g ra n tly  m an ifes ted  in  W e s te rn  in ­
te rv e n t io n  in th e  C o n g o  in te rn a l affa irs.

A c c o rd in g  to  th e  p lan  o f the  im peria lis ts  
th e  C o n g o  was to  b ecom e  the  s tu m b lin g  b lo c k  
in the  w a y  o f the  n a tio n a l- lib e ra tio n  m ove m e n t 
in A frica . The im p e ria lis t p o w e rs  w ith  the  U n it­
ed  States at the  head d e c id e d  to  crea te  in 
the  C o n g o  a base fo r  e xe rtin g  pressure  on the  
lib e ra te d  coun tries . This is th e  ke y  to  u n d e r­
s tand ing  confused  events o f the  C on go lese

tra g e d y .
In June, 1964, w hen  th e  UN fo rces  w e re  

w ith d ra w n  fro m  th e  C o n g o , th e  A m e rica n  im ­
p e ria lis ts  m ade an a tte m p t to  in te rv e n e  in the  
in te rn a l a ffa irs o f th e  c o u n try  w ith o u t th e  c o v e r 
o f th e  UN fla g . They sent p lanes p ilo te d  b y  
A m e rican  a irm en to  stra fe  th e  p a tr io t ic  d e ta ch ­
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m ents o p e ra tin g  in the  p ro v in c e  o f K ivu . This 
c rim ina l act a roused u n p re ce d e n te d  w ra th  in 
the  in d e p e n d e n t A frica n  coun tries . As a result, 
the  A m erican  G o ve rn m e n t, to  accom plish  its 
aims in the  g am b le , hastened  to  secure the  
su p p o rt o f the  o th e r im p e ria lis t states. Late 
in 1964 th re e  im p e ria lis t co u n trie s— the  U n ite d  
States, B e lg ium  and B rita in — to o k  p a rt in the  
S tan le yv ille  p u n it iv e  o p e ra tio n . The im p e ria l­
ists launched  th e ir  a rm ed in te rv e n tio n  on the  
p re te x t o f a " re q u e s t”  from  the  p u p p e t g o v ­
e rn m e n t th ey  them seives had  set up.

The n e o -c o lo n ia lis t base w h ich  th e  im p e r ia l­
is t p o w e rs  m anaged to  secure in th e  C o n g o  
constitu tes  a g ra ve  th re a t to  the  p e o p le s ' l i­
b e ra tio n  m o ve m e n t in A frica . The aim o f the  
im peria lis ts  n o w  is n o t to  res to re  d ire c t c o lo ­
n ia l ru le  in co un trie s  w h e re  it  has been a b o l­
ished. They are seeking  to  p re v e n t co n s o lid a ­
t io n  o f n a tio na l u n ity  and a ch ieve m e n t o f e co ­
nom ic  in d e p e n d e n ce . To secure these an ti- 
p o p u la r  aims the co lo n ia lis ts  have n o t hes ita t­
ed  to  use arm ed fo rce .

In G a bo n  th e  French p a ra tro o p e rs  have  p u t 
d o w n  w ith  f ire  and sw o rd  th e  re v o lu tio n a ry  
ac tion  o f th e  masses. They have m anaged  to  
res to re  to  " p o w e r "  th e  ha ted  vena l p u p p e t, 
Leon M ba . In a n um be r o f East A frica n  coun ­
tries  British  tro o p s  p e rfo rm e d  c o lo n ia lis t func ­
tio n s  on the  excuse o f p re se rv in g  the  ex is ting  
state reg im e  and suppress ing  d is o rd e r in the  
arm y. The fa c t th a t th e  B ritish  tro o p s  w e re  
re p la ce d  by  N ig e ria n  un its  d id  n o t change  in 
p r in c ip le  the  a gg ress ive  ch a rac te r o f th a t m ili­

37



ta ry  ac tion  because these units w e re  com m and ­
ed b y  British  o fficers.

Im p e ria lis t u n ity  sh ou 'd  be  o p p o se d  b y  u n i­
ty  am ong the  fig h te rs  fo r  A frica n  in d e p e n d ­
ence. The p ro g ress ive s  w h o  a d o p te d  cons is t­
e n t a n ti- im p e ria lis t v iew s  have lon g  rea lised  
th a t to  secure success in  th e  s tru g g le  aga inst 
c o lo n ia lis t in trigu es  u n ity  o f A frica n  p eo p les  
on  a c o n tin e n t-w id e  scale is essentia l.

The c o lo n ia lis ts  w h o  cu t up  th e  A frica n  co n ­
t in e n t in  c o n fo rm ity  w ith  th e ir  o w n  in terests 
m anaged to  iso la te  one  A frica n  co u n try  from  
a no the r so e ffe c tiv e ly  th a t u n til re c e n tly  th e  
fastest w a y  to  g e t fro m  one  A frica n  c o u n try  to  

a n o th e r w as to  f ly  v ia  Eu rope .

A frica 's  p o lit ic a l d isu n ity  was c o m p lic a te d  
b y  e co n o m ic , e thn ica l and lan gu ag e  se g re g a ­
tio n . C o lo n ia l A frica  was d iv id e d  in fo  som e 50 
te rr ito r ie s  w h e re  h und reds  o f languages w e re  
spoken  b y  severa l thousand  n a tio n a litie s . The 
co lo n ia lis ts  to o k  fu ll a dva n ta ge  o f se g re g a tio n  
o f p e o p le s  and tr ib e s  to  co n so lid a te  th e ir  
d o m in a tio n . They in c ite d  loca l and  in te r- tr ib a l 
s trife . They w o u ld  arm one  g ro u p  o f tr ib e s  
a ga ins t a n o th e r g ro u p . The c o lo n ia lis ts  so w e d  
seeds o f d is co rd  and d is tru s t and ca re fu lly  cu l­
t iv a te d  them . A n d  n o w  these  seeds a re  b e a r­
ing  fru it  on A frica n  so il.

B u t th e  same so il is y ie ld in g  o th e r fru its , 
to o . The fo rw a rd -m in d e d  p e o p le  o f A frica  rea l­
ised  th a t d is u n ity  shack led  th e  s tren g th  o f the  
A frica n  p eo p le s  and th e ir  des ire  fo r  free do m . 
The ca ll to  u n ity  had  a lre a d y  b ee n  soun de d  at
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th e  F irst P an-A frican  C ongress, he ld  in 1919 at 
Paris. It was o rg a n ise d  b y  th e  la te  Dr. W illia m  
D ubo is  re g a rd e d  as th e  fa th e r o f A frica n  un ity . 
They say th a t w hen  th e  French P rem ie r C le - 
m enceau was asked w ha t his a ttitu d e  w o u ld  be 
to  co n v o c a tio n  o f th a t cong ress in  Paris, he 
re p lie d : "L e t it  b e  conve ne d , b u t n o t p u b lic is ­
ed. .

But the  idea  o f A frica n  u n ity  d id  n o t need 
p u b lic ity . It was w in n in g  m ore  and  m o re  sup­
p o rte rs  e ve ry  year. A n d  w hen  th e  F ifth  Pan- 
A frica n  C ongress was h e ld  in M ancheste r, 
Eng land , 25 years la te r, Dr. W illia m  D ubo is  and 
his fr ie n d s  c o u ld  be  w e ll sa tis fied  w ith  the  
w o rk  th e y  had d on e , fo r  th e  s logan  o f u n ity  
becam e th e  p iv o t  o f the  n a tio n a l- lib e ra tio n  
m ove m e n t in A frica .

The p o s t-w a r years, m arked  b y  tu rb u le n t 
d e v e lo p m e n t o f the  a n ti-c o lo n ia l s tru g g le , w it ­
nessed p a rtic u la r ly  g re a t successes b y  the  
m ove m e n t fo r  A frica n  un ity . But these succes­
ses have a d a rk  side, to o . It is a fa c t th a t th ey  
have g ive n  rise to  fe e lin g s  o f se lf-co n te n t 
am ong ce rta in  A frica n  leaders. Some o f them  
have  tr ie d  to  w ith d ra w  th e  q ue s tion  o f u n ity  
from  the  agenda . O ne  o f these leaders  said 
th a t th e  b o u q u e t o f A frica  w o u ld  flo u rish  
even  m ore  r ic h ly  if each f lo w e r  w e re  to  b lo o m  
and  re ta in  its o w n  frag ran ce .

H o w e ve r, th e re  w e re  no reasons fo r  such 
c o m p la ce n t com parisons , fo r  th e  co lo n ia lis ts  
have n o t la id  d o w n  arms. They have m anaged 
to  crea te  a real th re a t o f a s p lit am ong  th e  A f r i ­
can co un trie s  b y  ham m ering  to g e th e r a m ilita ­
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ry  and p o lit ic a l g ro u p in g  o f A frica n  states—  
the  so -ca lle d  A fro -M a la g a s y  U n ion .

The need  to  cem en t u n ity  is d ic ta te d  by  
new  im p o rta n t tasks c o n fro n tin g  th e  p eo p le s  
o f A frica . The fo rw a rd -m in d e d  A frica n  leaders 
rea lise  th a t na tio na l lib e ra tio n  c o u ld  n o t end 
at a b o lit io n  o f d ire c t fo re ig n  d o m in a tio n , b u t 
m ust g o  fu rthe r.

The co un trie s  th a t p u t an end  to  fo re ig n  
d o m in a tio n  w e re  faced  w ith  new  co m p le x  tasks 
stem m ing from  the  need  to  c o n so lid a te  p o l i t ­
ical in d e p e n d e n ce  b y  b u ild in g  re lia b le  so c io ­
e con om ic  fo un da tion s  and h e lp  th e ir  b ro th ­
ers in the  o th e r A frica n  co lo n ie s  to  free  
them se lves from  the  c o lo n ia l yo ke . The ques­
t io n  o f g iv in g  o rg a n isa tio n a l shape to  the  A f ­
rican m ove m e n t fo r  u n ity  was a lre a d y  on the  
agenda . The yo u n g  w o rk in g  class o f the  c o n ­
t in e n t is p la y in g  an in c re a s in g ly  g re a t ro le  in 
th e  s tru g g le  fo r  A frica n  un ity . The indus tria l 
p ro le ta r ia t o f A frica  is n o t v e ry  s tron g  num eri­
ca lly ; it  com prises a b o u t seven m illio n  or 
s lig h tly  o v e r tw o  p e r cen t o f the  p o p u la tio n . 
But b e g in n in g  w ith  the  la te  fiftie s , it  has a p ­
p ea re d  as a u n ite d  fo rce  on the  a ll-A fr ic a n  p o l­
itica l arena. In 1957 an in te r-A fr ic a n  o rg an isa ­
t io n — the  G ene ra l F ed e ra tion  o f W o rke rs  o f 
B lack A fr ic a — was fo u n d e d . The la rges t and 
m ost in flu e n tia l tra d e  un ions o f G u inea , Sene­
ga l, French Sudan, U p p e r V o lta  the  Iv o ry  Coast, 
D ahom ey, T ogo , N ig e r and M a u rita n ia  jo in e d  
th e  un ion . The un ion  la id  the  fo u n d a tio n  fo r  
A frica n  u n ity . The W o r ld  F ed e ra tion  o f Trade 
U n ions and th e  G e ne ra l C o n fe d e ra tio n  o f La­
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b o u r o f France re n d e re d  co n s id e ra b le  a id  to  
the  A frica n  tra d e  un ion  bod ies .

Thus a rea l o p p o r tu n ity  a p p e a re d  to  un ite  
the  tra d e  un ion  m o ve m e n t o f A fr ica , w hose  
m em bersh ip  num bers a p p ro x im a te ly  fo u r m il­
lion . But u n ifica tio n  o f A frica n  tra d e  un ions was 
th w a rte d  b y  tw o  in te rn a tio n a l tra d e  un ion  b o d i­
es— th e  In te rn a tio na l C o n fe d e ra tio n  o f Free 
Trade U nions, in flu en ced  b y  the  r ig h t-w in g  so­
cia lists, and th e  In te rn a tio n a l C o n fe d e ra tio n  
o f C hris tian  T rade  U n ions, associa ted  w ith  the  
C a th o lic  C hurch. The s tooges o f these in te r­
na tiona l b od ies , w h o  head som e o f th e  n a tio na l 
and re g io n a l la b o u r un ion  b o d ie s  in A frica , are 
h in d e rin g  tra d e  un ion  u n ity  in th e  co n tin en t.

The p ro g ress ive s  are c o n tin u in g  to  s tru g g le  
fo r  u n ifica tio n  o f A frica 's  p a tr io tic  fo rces . In 
M ay , 1961, an A ll-A fr ic a n  Trade U n ion  Feder­
a tion  was fo u n d e d  at a co n fe re nce  in  Casa­
b lanca. A m o n g  le a d in g  p o lit ic a l dem ands o f 
the  A frica n  n a tio n a l- lib e ra tio n  m ove m e n t ad ­
va nce d  by  the  co n fe re n ce  was s tru g g le  aga ins t 
co lo n ia lism  and n e o -co lo n ia lism , fo r  p o lit ic a l 
and e con om ic  in d e p e n d e n ce , fo r  d em ocra tic  
fre e d o m  and the  v ita l in te rests  o f the  w o rk in g  
p e o p le . The C ha rte r o f the  A ll-A fr ic a n  Trade 
U n ion  F ed era tion  p ro c la im e d : "T h e  w o rk in g  
p e o p le  w il l  be  ab le  to  fu lf il th e ir  va n g u a rd  
m ission o n ly  if th e y  beco m e  an e ffe c tive , un i­
f ie d  and in d iv is ib le  fo rc e ."

The C ongress o f the  A ll-A fr ic a n  T rade U n ion  
F e d e ra tion , he ld  in Bam ako in June, 1964, en ­
d o rse d  the  C ha rte r and Rules o f th e  o rg a n i­
sation. The g en e ra l re so lu tio n , v o te d  fo r  unan­
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im ous ly  b y  the  re p re se n ta tive s  o f the  tra d e  
unions o f 33 coun tries , em phasised the  so lid a r­
ity  o f A frica n  w o rke rs  w ith  the  w o rk in g  class 
o f the  w h o le  w o r ld  in the  f ig h t fo r  na tio na l in ­
d e p e n d e n ce  and u n ity . The reso lu tion  co n ­
dem ned  actions a im ed at s p litt in g  the  a n ti­
im p e ria lis t u n ity  o f the  A frica n  p eop les .

The u n tir in g  s tru g g le  w a g e d  b y  the  w o rk ­
ing  class o f A frica  fo r  cohe s io n  and a c tiv ity  o f 
p rog ress ives  fo r  a n ti- im p e ria lis t u n ity  o f the  
A frica n  p e o p le s  have  y ie ld e d  p o s it iv e  results. 
In M ay , 1963, an A ll-A fr ic a n  C on fe re nce  o f the 
Heads o f State and G o v e rn m e n t was ca lle d  
at A d d is  A b ab a , ca p ita l o f E th iop ia . The c o n ­
fe re nce  was in th e  w o r ld  s p o tlig h t. A lth o u g h  
the  p a rtic ip a n ts  d if fe re d  on ce rta in  m atters the 
decis ions o f the  con fe rence  w e re  a d o p te d  
unan im ously. This was because ce rta in  d is p u t­
ab le  issues w e re  fo rc e d  in to  the  b a ckg ro u n d  
b y  the  p ro b le m  o f s tru g g le  aga inst co lo n ia lism  
and n eo -co lo n ia lism , re g a rd e d  b y  con fe rence  
p a rtic ip a n ts  as the  cruc ia l issue.

The A d d is  A b a b a  C on fe re nce  es tab lished  
th e  O rg a n isa tio n  o f A frica n  U n ity  and unan i­
m ously e nd o rsed  its C ha rte r w h ich  la id  d o w n  
bas ic  p rin c ip le s  on w h ich  the  O rg a n isa tio n  is 
fo u n d e d . The C ha rte r ind ica tes  th a t the  main 
tasks o f the  o rg a n isa tio n  are p ro m o tio n  o f u n i­
ty  and s o lid a r ity  am ong  A frica n  states, c o o rd i­
na tion  o f e ffo r t to  ensure a b e tte r  life  fo r  the 
p e o p le  o f A frica , a b o lit io n  o f all fo rm s o f c o lo ­
n ia lism  in the  co n tin e n t, de fence  o f s o v e re ig n ­
ty , te r r ito r ia l in te g r ity  and in d e p e n d e n ce  o f the  
A frica n  states and in te rn a tio n a l c o o p e ra tio n .
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The m em bers o f the  O rga n isa tion  p le d g e d  fu r ­
th e r c o o p e ra tio n  in p o lit ic a l and e con om ic  
spheres. The C ha rte r p ro c la im e d  a bso lu te  f i ­
d e lity  to  the  cause o f co m p le te  lib e ra tio n  o f 
A frica n  te rr ito r ie s  still d e p e n d e n t. This d o cu ­
m ent emphasises th e  c lose  co nn ec tio n  b e tw e en  
the  successful advancem en t o f A frica n  u n ity  
and c rea tion  o f c o n d it io n s  fo r  ensu ring  w o r ld  
peace and security .

The A d d is  A b a b a  C on fe re nce  la id  a firm  
fo u n d a tio n  fo r  A frica n  un ity , fo r  u n ity  o f all 
a n ti-co lo n ia l, a n ti- im p e ria lis t fo rces  o f th e  co n ­
tin e n t. It u n d e rto o k  p ra c tica l m easures to  c o ­
o rd in a te  c o o p e ra tio n  b e tw e e n  A frica n  states, 
hav ing  set up  the  suprem e b o d y  o f th e  o rg a n ­
isa tio n — A ssem b ly  o f Heads o f State and 
G o ve rnm e n t, a g u id in g  execu tive  b o d y —  
C ou nc il o f M in is te rs , and a s tand ing  adm in is ­
tra t iv e  b o d y — S ecre ta ria t G enera l.

The fo u n d in g  o f the  O rg a n isa tio n  o f A f r i­
can U n ity  was a m a jo r a ch ieve m e n t b y  the  
a n ti- im p e ria lis t and a n ti-c o lo n ia lis t fo rces o f 
A frica . But the  A d d is  A b a b a  C on fe re nce  w e n t 
even  fu rthe r. It a d o p te d  a n um be r o f reso lu ­
t io n s  on co m b a ttin g  co lo n ia 'ism , a p a rth e id  and 
racia l d isc rim ina tio n . Q uestions  o f gen e ra l d is ­
a rm am ent and p re se rva tio n  o f peace  w e re  
em phasised. The con fe re nce  d e te rm in e d  the  
co n c re te  tasks o f the  A frica n  states in the  
s tru g g le  fo r  peace, nam ely, a b o lit io n  o f fo re ig n  
m ilita ry  bases in A frica , cessation  o f French 
n u c le a r tests in the  Sahara, fu lfilm e n t o f UN 
dec is ion s  on the  d e c la ra tio n  o f A fr ic a  as nu ­
c le a r- fre e  zone , and lib e ra tio n  o f A frica n  co un ­
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tr ies  fro m  m ilita ry  agreem ents  w ith  fo re ig n  
states.

The resu lts o f th e  co n fe re n ce  in A d d is  A b a ­
ba  w e re  g re e te d  b y  p ro g ress ive s  o f the  w h o le  
w o r ld . Its dec is ions w e re  su p p o rte d  b y  the  
p o lit ic a l leade rs  o f th e  soc ia lis t co un trie s  and 
th e  yo u n g  so ve re ig n  states o f Asia. The reac ­
t io n  o f th e  W e s te rn  p o lit ic ia n s  to  the  A d d is  
A b a b a  co n fe re nce  was to ta lly  d iffe re n t. A t 
firs t, th ey  a p p ro v e d  o f its results, bu t severa l 
m onths la te r th e y  changed  th e ir  a ttitu d e  and 
began  to  express th e ir  d isp leasure  at the  O r ­
g a n isa tio n  o f A frica n  U n ity .

This was caused b y  the  fa c t th a t the o rg a n ­
isation  began  to  w o rk  a c tive ly  fo r  the  re a li­
sa tion o f m easures to  co m b a t co lo n ia lism . In 
D ar es Salaam, ca p ita l o f T angany ika , a co m ­
m ittee  has been  es tab lished  fo r  c o o rd in a tio n  
o f a id  to  be  g ra n te d  by  in d e p e n d e n t A frica n  
states to  the  n a tio n a l- lib e ra tio n  m ove m e n t in 
te rr ito r ie s  s till u nd e r co lo n ia l yoke .

The co m m itte e  h e ld  its firs t session in June- 
July, 1963. It expressed  itse lf in fa v o u r o f re ­
so rtin g  to  peace fu l means to  ach ieve  in d e p e n d ­
ence. But at the  same tim e  it w a rne d  the  co ­
lon ia l p o w e rs  th a t it  w o u ld  e m p lo y  all a va ila ­
b le  means to  assist the  opp ressed  peo p les  in 
securing  th e ir  e a rly  in d e p e n d e n ce , shou ld  the  
c o lo n ia l p o w e rs  fa il to  m an ifes t th e ir  readiness 
to  reco gn ise  righ ts  o f these p e o p le s  to  se lf- 
d e te rm in a tio n  and in d e p e n d e n ce .

A n o th e r p ra c tica l c o n tr ib u tio n  m ade b y  the  
O rg a n isa tio n  o f A frica n  U n ity  to  the  s tru g g le  
fo r  p o lit ic a l fre e d o m  o f the  p e o p le s  was the

44

estab lishm ent o f a specia l a id  fu n d  fo r  the 
n a tio n a l- lib e ra tio n  m ovem en t. A fte r  all the  
m em bers p a id  th e ir  dues b y  F eb rua ry , 1964, 
the  se c re ta ria t o rg a n ise d  a c o lle c tio n  o f a d d i­
tio n a l sums fo r the  fund . The A d d is  A b a b a  
C on fe rence  ca lle d  on all A frica n  p a tr io ts  f ig h t­
ing  aga inst co lo n ia lism  to  un ite  th e ir  e ffo rts  to  
step  up th e  e ffec tiveness  o f th e ir  s trugg les. 
The co m m itte e  fo r  c o o rd in a tio n  o f a id  m anaged 
to  pursuade  six p a tr io tic  o rgan isa tions  in W est 
A frica  to  u n ite  in to  a com m on fro n t o f n a tio na l 
lib e ra tio n .

H o w e ve r, th e  process o f ra lly in g  the  a n ti- 
im p e ria lis t fo rces d id  n o t take  p lace  so sm o­
o th ly  in all the  co lo n ie s  tha t rem ain on the  con ­
tin e n t. In A n g o la  and P o rtuguese  G u inea  the  
in su rg e n t o rg an isa tion s  d id  n o t succeed in un i­
t in g . The d iscussion b y  th e  O rg a n isa tio n  o f 
A frica n  U n ity  o f the  ra lly in g  o f p a tr io t ic  fo rces 
in these tw o  co lo n ie s  has n o t y e t y ie ld e d  p o s i­
t iv e  results. The re co m m e n d a tio n  o f the  D akar 
session o f the  C ounc il o f M in is te rs , O rg a n isa ­
t io n  o f A frica n  U n ity , to  reco gn ise  H o ld en  Ro­
b e rto  as head o f the  g o v e rn m e n t- in -e x ile  d id  
n o t s tim u la te  th e  u n fo ld in g  o f a rm ed s tru g g le  
by  the  w o rk in g  p e o p le  o f A n g o la  aga inst the  
Portuguese  co lo n ia lis ts , because the  le a d e r­
sh ip  o f the  A n g o la n  P eop le 's  U n ion  had a d o p t­
ed  a c o n c ilia to ry  a ttitu d e  to w a rd s  im p e ria l­
ism.

In the  s trugg les  o f th e  A n g o la n  p e o p le  
aga inst the  co lo n ia lis ts  th e  co n s is te n tly  a n ti­
im p e ria lis t fo rces  have g ro w n  s tro n g e r and the  
des ire  o f the  m em bers o f d if fe re n t p a tr io tic  o r ­
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gan isa tions  fo r  u n ity  has increased . Taking  in to  
a ccou n t the  d iff ic u ltie s  s ta nd ing  in the  w a y  o f 
u n itin g  th e  d if fe re n t tre n d s  in th e  a n ti- im p e ­
r ia lis t fo rces o f th e  co lo n ie s , the  O rg a n isa tio n  
o f A frica n  U n ity  a d o p te d  a course  a im ed  at 
h e lp in g  to  u n ite  th e ir  e ffo rts . This dec is ion  o f 
the  O rga n isa tion  s tim u la ted  the  a n ti- im p e ria lis t 
s tru g g le . In a d d it io n , som e o f th e  in d e p e n d e n t 
A frica n  states a d o p te d  a n um be r o f p ra c tica l 
measures to  assist the  p eo p les  o f the  P o rtu ­
guese co lo n ie s  in th e ir  arm ed s trug g le .

The in d e p e n d e n t A frica n  states have been 
e x e rtin g  and co n tin u e  to  e x e rt p ressure  on 
the  fascist reg im e  in P o rtuga l and the  re a c tio n ­
a ry  g o ve rn m e n t o f the  South A frica n  R epu­
b lic , w ho  are  pu rsu ing  ra c ia lis t p o lic ie s . In ac­
co rd  w ith  the  d e c is io n  b y  th e  O rg a n isa tio n , 
g o ve rn m e n ts  o f m ost A frica n  co u n trie s  have 
a d o p te d  tactics o f e co n o m ic  b o y c o tt and p o ­
lit ica l iso la tion  o f P o rtuga l and the  South A fr i­
can R epub lic . O n the  insistence o f th e  A fr i­
can states the  rep resen ta tives  o f Salazar P o rtu ­
ga l and  o f the  South A frica n  R ep ub lic  have 
been  e x p e lle d  from  a n um be r o f in te rn a tio n a l 
o rg an isa tion s . The S ecu rity  C ou nc il has a d o p t­
ed spec ia l reso lu tion s  on P o rtuguese  co lo n ie s  
and on th e  s itu a tio n  in the  South A frica n  Re­
p u b lic . It has been  d em a n d e d  o f P o rtug a l th a t 
it  a b a nd on  fo rth w ith  rep risa ls  in the  co lo n ie s , 
w ith d ra w  all her fo rces  and reco gn ise  the  r ig h t 
o f the  p e o p le s  in h a b it in g  these  te rr ito r ie s  to  
in d e p e n d e n ce . The S ecurity  C ou nc il has d e ­
m anded  th a t th e  G o ve rn m e n t o f the  South A fr i­
can R ep ub lic  abandon  a p a rth e id  and release
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fro m  p rison  all persons co nd em ne d  fo r  o p p o s ­
ing  apa rth e id .

The com m on a n ti- im p e ria lis t p o s itio n  o f the  
A frica n  states has h e lp e d  iso la te  th e  rac ia lis ts  
on the  in te rn a tio n a l arena. A t  its e ig h te e n th  
session in 1963 the  UN G enera l A ssem bly  

a d o p te d  a d e c la ra tio n  on th e  a b o lit io n  o f all 
fo rm s o f racia l d isc rim in a tio n . The la tte r was 
the  c o n c re te  e m b o d im e n t o f the  UN d ec la ra ­
tio n  a d o p te d  in 1960 on the  in it ia tiv e  o f the 
USSR fo r  g ra n tin g  in d e p e n d e n ce  to  co lo n ia l 
co un tries  and p eop les . D esp ite  o p p o s it io n  o f 
the  im p e ria lis t p o w e rs  the  n in e tee n th  session o f 
the  G enera l A ssem b ly  again  cond em ne d  South 
A frica 's  a p a rth e id .

The se tting  up  o f a com m on in te r-s ta te  A f r i ­
can o rg a n isa tio n  s tren g the ne d  the  a n ti- im p e ­
r ia lis t p o s itio n s  o f th e  in d iv id u a l coun tries . 
T he ir ro le  on the  in te rn a tio n a l a rena increased . 
A frica n  states to d a y  d is p la y  com m on  a ttitu d e s  
to w a rd s  such v ita ! p ro b le m s  as d isa rm am ent 
and cessation  o f n uc le a r w e a po n  tests, a b o ­
lit io n  o f fo re ig n  m ilita ry  bases on a lie n  te r r ito ­
ries and w ith d ra w a l o f fo re ig n  tro o p s . A  m ost 
p o s itiv e  ro le  in th is respec t was p la ye d  b y  the  
D akar session o f the  C ounc il o f M in is te rs , O r ­
g an isa tion  o f A frica n  U n ity . The session h a iled  
th e  M o s c o w  T rea ty  on b a n n in g  n uc lea r tests 
in th re e  m ed ia  and reco m m en de d  tha t a ll A f r i ­
can states endo rse  it. The next re g u la r ses­
sion o f th e  C ou nc il o f M in is te rs , O rg a n isa tio n  
o f A frica n  U n ity , h e ld  in F eb rua ry , 1964, in La­
gos, a d o p te d  a d ec is ion  fo r  leg a l co n firm a ­
t io n  o f A frica 's  fu tu re  n o n -n u c le a r status.
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The d ec is ion  o f th e  Lagos session o f the  
C ou nc il o f M in is te rs  to  step up  th e  s tru g g le  
aga ins t a p a rth e id  in South A fr ic a  and to  im ­
p le m e n t e co n o m ic  sanctions aga ins t South A f ­
r ica , w h ich  w e re  a p p ro v e d  b y  the  UN G e ne ra l 
A ssem b ly  and the  S ecurity  C ou nc il, was m ost 
im p o rta n t. The session also d e c id e d  th a t if the 
B ritish  G o ve rn m e n t passed o v e r the  a u th o rity  
to  a g o ve rn m e n t o f w h ite  m in o r ity  in Southern  
R hodesia the  A frica n  states w o u ld  ru p ­
tu re  d ip lo m a tic  re la tio n s  w ith  B rita in . A  d e c i­
sion on peace fu l se ttlem en t o f te rr ito r ia l d is ­
putes b e tw e e n  the  A frica n  states was a d o p te d  
u ran im ously . It h e lp e d  se ttle  fro n tie r  con flic ts  
b e tw e e n  M o ro c c o  and A lg e r ia  and also b e ­
tw e en  Som alia, E th iop ia  and Kenya.

In the  v e ry  firs t years o f its ex is tence  the  
O rg a n isa tio n  o f A frica n  U n ity  m an ifes ted  its 
a n ti- im p e ria lis t, a n ti-c o lo n ia lis t characte r. The 
se tting  up  o f the  O rga n isa tion  h e lp e d  co n ­
s o lid a te  on the  in te rn a tio n a l a rena the  p o s i­
tio n s  o f th ose  A frica n  states w h ich  are m ost 
cons is ten t in th e ir  s tru g g le  aga inst c o lo n ia l­
ism and n e o -co lo n ia lism . Illu s tra tive  o f th is 
was the  e le c tio n  o f the  G hanaian  d e leg a te , 
A le x  C. Q ua ison-S ackey, C ha irm an o f the  
n in e teen th  session, UN G enera l Assem bly.

The s tre n g th e n in g  o f the  u n ite d  a n ti- im p e ­
r ia lis t fro n t in A fr ic a  a roused  g ra ve  a nx ie ty  
am ong im p e ria lis t p o w e rs  and th e ir  s tooges 
in the  A frica n  coun tries . R ecen tly  p o lit ic ia n s  
w ho  pursue  a n e o -c o lo n ia lis t lin e  have becom e  
m ore  ac tive , a lth o u g h  try in g  to  d isgu ise  it  by  
ta lk  a b o u t n o n -in te rfe re n c e  o f ce rta in  A frica n
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states in the  in fe rn a l affa irs o f o th e r states.
The C on go lese  c o n flic t has p ro v e d  a se­

ve re  te s t fo r  the  O rg a n isa tio n  o f A frica n  U n ity . 
In th e  last fe w  m onths th e  C ou nc il o f M in is te rs , 
O rg a n isa tio n  o f A frica n  U n ity , d iscussed this 
p ro b le m  severa l tim es. A  specia l com m ission  
fo r  the  C o n g o  was set up  b y  the  O rga n isa tion . 

Such an a pp ro ach  to  th e  d e ve lo p m e n ts  in the  
C o n g o  is b y  no means acc id en ta l, fo r  i t  is p re ­
c ise ly  here  th a t c o n flic t b e tw e e n  the  new  A f­
rica and im p eria lis ts  b o u n d  b y  m utua l in te re s t 
is p a rtic u la r ly  acute. The C o n g o  is d es tin ed  to  
be  th e  to u ch s to n e  in te s tin g  th e  s tren g th  of 
A frica n  s o lid a r ity .

The dec is ions o f th e  C ounc il o f M in is te rs ' 
sessions and th e  reco m m en da tion s  o f the  co m ­
m ission on the  C o n g o  show ed  th a t th e  O rg a n ­
isa tion  o f A frica n  U n ity  had a d o p te d  a c lea r- 
cu t a n ti- im p e r ia lis t p o s itio n  on the  C on g o le se  
issue. The O rg a n isa tio n  censu red  the  A m e ri- 
can -B e lg ian  in te rv e n tio n  in the  C o n g o , d e ­
m anded  cessation o f fo re ig n  in te rfe re n ce  in 
the  affa irs o f th a t co u n try , w ith d ra w a l o f all 
m ercenaries, e n fo rce m en t o f a cease-fire , co n ­
v o ca tio n  o f a ro u n d -ta b le  co n fe re n ce  w ith  the  
p a rtic ip a tio n  o f all th e  C o n g o le se  p o lit ic a l 
pa rtie s  and h o ld in g  o f g e n u in e ly  d e m o c ra tic  
e le c tion s  u n d e r the  o b se rva tio n  o f the  O rg a n ­
isa tion  o f A frica n  U n ity . M o s t o f th e  A frica n  
re p re sen ta tives  u p h e ld  th is  lin e  in the  UN Se­
c u rity  C ou nc il w hen  it  d iscussed the  s itua tion  
in th e  C o n g o  in D ecem ber, 1964.

A ll these facts p ro v e  th a t p rospects  fo r  
s tren g the n in g  A frica n  u n ity  are fa vo u ra b le .
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A n d  y e t th e  ach ievem ents  o f the  O rg a n isa tio n  
o f A frica n  U n ity  w o u ld  have, b e y o n d  d o u b t, 
been g re a te r had n o t ce rta in  c irc le s  sa b o ta g e d  
its e ffo rts . The a c t iv ity  o f these e lem ents  is fa ­
c ilita te d  by the  h e te ro g e n e o u s  ch a rac te r o f 
the m em be rsh ip  o f the  O rg a n isa tio n  o f A f r i ­
can U n ity . C e rta in  g ove rn m e n ts  o f p ro -W e s te rn  
o r ie n ta tio n  have also jo in e d  th e  O rga n isa tion . 
A n d  th e  enem ies o f A frica n  fre e d o m  are 
co u n tin g  on them .

In the  eyes o f A m e rican  im p e ria lis ts  and 
th e ir  a llies  in m ilita ry  b lo cs , the  O rg a n isa tio n  
‘o f A frica n  U n ity  sh ou ld  be  a s o rt o f "A fr ic a n  
e q u iv a le n t"  o f the  O rg a n isa tio n  o f A m e rica n  
States. The A fricans  have  a lre a d y  had the  o p ­
p o r tu n ity  to  ta ke  n o te  th a t th e  p o lic y  pu rsued  
b y  the  U n ite d  States in resp ec t to  th e  O rg a n i­
sa tion  o f A frica n  U n ity  is d is tin g u ish e d  fo r  its 
d o u b le -d e a lin g  and h y p o c ris y . O ffic ia l W as­
h in g to n  m anages to  co m b in e  p le d g e s  o f res­
p e c t fo r  th e  righ ts  o f A frica n  p eo p le s  w ith  in ­
te rfe ren ce  in th e ir  in te rn a l affa irs, and p rom ises 
o f a id  to  the  lib e ra tio n  s tru g g le  w ith  p a r t ic i­
p a tio n  in m ilita ry  gam bles aga inst the  p eo p le s  
o f A frica . The C o n g o  is a v iv id  exam ple  o f 
such d o u b le -d e a lin g . Bearing  in  m ind  th e  ex ­
p e rie n ce  o f the  C o n g o  th e  A frica n  states have 
co n c lu d e d  th a t i t  w o u ld  be  necessary to  aug ­
m ent the  O rg a n isa tio n  o f A frica n  U n ity  b y  a 
m ilita ry  es tab lishm ent if re p e tit io n  o f trag ed ies  
such as th e  C o n g o 's  is to  be  p re ve n te d .

The n e o -c o lc n ia lis ts  tr ie d  to  c re a te  th e  im ­
p ress ion  th a t th e ir  f la g ra n t in te rv e n tio n  in the  
a ffa irs o f th e  C o n g o  was caused b y  th e ir  d e ­
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sire to  assist the  " la w fu l"  g o v e rn m e n t. The 
tru e  ch a rac te r o f th is  " c le v e r "  im p e r ia lis t m a­
n o e u v re  is a b s o lu te ly  c lea r and w il l  n o t sur­
p rise  a n yb o d y . A c c o rd in g  to  them , " th e  end 
jus tif ie s  the  m eans." The im p e ria lis ts  a re  p re ­
p a re d  to  c o m m it any p e r f id y  to  p re se rve  th e ir  
p ro fits . W h a t is su rp ris ing  is th a t som e o f the  
A frica n  p o lit ic a l f ig u re s  have  taken  th e  b a it 
o f the  n e o -co lo n ia lis ts .

Som e o f the  le a d in g  sta tesm en o f N ig e ria , 
L ibe ria , the M a lag asy  R epub lic , the  Iv o ry  
C oast R epub lic , M o ro c c o , Senegal and Tunisia 
have a d o p te d  p ro - im p e ria lis t p o s itio n  in the  
C on go lese  crisis.

Late in 1964 d iffe ren ces  m an ifes te d  th em ­
selves in th e  O rg a n is a tio n  o f A fr ica n  U n ity  o n  
a m ost acute p o lit ic a l issue. Some A frican  
p o lit ic ia n s  co u ld  n o t see the  d is tin c tio n  b e t­
w een  im p e ria lis t in te rv e n tio n  in the  affa irs o f 
the  C o n g o  and jo in t  a id  b y  the  O rga n isa tion  
o f A frica n  U n ity  to  the p a tr io tic  fo rces  o f the  
C on go .

A t p re se n t a ra th e r cu riou s  s itu a tio n  has 
taken  shape. The W e s te rn  Pow ers are in  e ve ry  
w a y  e n co u ra g in g  the  p ro - im p e ria lis t p u p p e t 
Tshom be, w h o  ru les b y  te r ro r  and in t im id a ­
tio n , w hereas  som e o f the  A frica n  leaders m ak­
ing  re fe rence  to  the  p r in c ip le  o f n o n - in te r ­
fe re nce  and le g a lity  a re  try in g  to  c o v e r  up  
th e ir  co n n iva n ce  a t im p e r ia lis t in te rv e n tio n  in 
th e  C o n g o . The p o s itio n  o f P res iden t Felix 
H o u p h o u e t B o ig n y  o f the  Iv o ry  C oast R epu­
b lic  can o n ly  arouse a fe e lin g  o f su rp rise  and  
re g re t. W h e n  th e  Security  C ou nc il was discuss­



ing  im p e ria lis t agg ress ion  aga inst the  C o n g o  
he d ec la red  tha t com m unism  co n s titu te d  the  
main d a n g e r to  A frica . O b v io u s ly , a n ti-co m ­
munism  co u ld  o n ly  be  a h ind rance  to  the  s trug ­
g le  o f the  p e o p le s  o f A frica  aga inst im p e ria l­
ist in trigues , and fo r  s tre n g th e n in g  th e ir  p o l i t ­
ical and e conom ic  ind ep en de nce .

A n ti-co m m u n ism  is a b u g b e a r o f the  reac ­
tio n a rie s . It has a lw ays been  an e ffe c tive  to o l 
in the  hands o f im peria lis ts  f ig h tin g  the  n a tio n ­
a l- lib e ra tio n  m ovem ent. A n ti-com m un ism  is 
a tru e  a lly  o f the  n e o -c o lo n ia lis ts . A n d  w ith  
its a id  th e  im p e ria lis ts  o fte n  m anage to  im pose  
u nequa l a g reem ents  on one  A frica n  c o u n try  o r 
a no the r. The even ts  o f th e  past ye a r re ve a le d  
th a t these  a greem ents  are b e in g  used b y  the  
im p e ria 'is ts  to  und e rm in e  A frica n  u n ity . In th is 
co nn ec tio n  it w o u ld  be  a p p ro p r ia te  to  dea l 
in sho rt w ith  the  h is to ry  o f the  fo rm a tio n  o f 
the  A frica n -M a la g a sy  O rga n isa tion  and its ac­
t iv ity .

The A fr ic a n -M a la g a s y  g ro u p in g  was c re a t­
ed  from  the  fo rm e r French co lo n ie s  soon  a fte r 
th e y  w e re  g ra n te d  ‘in d e p e n d e n c e . It shou ld  be 
p o in te d  o u t th a t i t  was n o t jo in e d  b y  G u inea  
o r  M a li. As d is tin g u is h e d  from  the  o th e r fo r ­
m e r French co lo n ie s  these  c o u n trie s  re p u d ia t­
e d  a ll unequa l tre a tie s , m ilita ry  a greem ents  
a b o ve  a ll, w h ich  th e  c o lo n ia lis ts  had im posed  
on them . Soon a fte r th e  fo u n d in g  o f the  O r ­
gan isa tion  o f A frican  U n ity  the  A fr ic a n -M a la ­
gasy a lliance  was reo rg a n ise d  in to  an e con om ­
ic  c o o p e ra tio n  a lliance . It is w o r th  n o tin g  
tha t the  Iv o ry  Coast, N ig e r and U p p e r V o lta —
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p re c ise ly  those  states w h ich  had the  closest 
ties  w ith  France and w e re  d e p e n d e n t on  her 
n o t o n ly  e co n o m ica lly  b u t also p o lit ic a lly —  
refused  to  jo in  th is econ om ic  a lliance.

N ea rly  tw o  years a fte r th e  fo u n d in g  o f th e  
O rg a n is a tio n  o f A frica n  U n ity  a co n fe re n ce  o f 
th e  b ea ds  o f sta^e o f th e  A fr ic a n -M a la g a s y  a l­
lia n ce , he ld  in N o u a kch o tt, ca p ita l o f M a u r i­
tania, in Feb rua ry , 1965, a d o p te d  a d ec is ion  on 
re o rg a n is in g  i t  in fo  a p o lit ic a l A fro -M a la g a s y  
O rg a n isa tio n . This d e c is io n  was n o t m e re ly  a 
ch a lle n g e  to  'the  O rg a n is a tio n  o f A fr ic a n  U n i­
ty , fo r  i t  was in c o n tra d ic t io n  w ith  its C ha rte r, 
b u t a d ire c t a tte m p t b y  p ro - im p e r ia lis t fo rces  
to  u n d e rm in e  th e  u n ity  o f th e  A fr ica n  p eo p les .

The n e x t s tep a lo ng  th is path  was a co n fe r­
ence o f the  A fro -M a la g a s y  O rga n isa tion  in 
A b id ja n  in M ay , 1965. This m e e tin g  a tte n d e d  
by  the  rep resen ta tives  o f n ine states d e c id e d  
n o t to  p a rtic ip a te  in the  C on fe re nce  o f Heads 
o f S tate  and G o v e rn m e n t o f A fr ica n  C ou n tries  
to  be  he ld  in A ccra  in S e p tem be r, 1965. A t 
the  same tim e  th e y  d e c id e d  to  .adm it the  (pup­
p e t g o v e rn m e n t o f T shom be  to  th e ir  O rg a n i­
sa tio n . The s p lit t in g  a c tiv it ie s  o f som e o f th e  
A fr ic a n  p o lit ic a l c irc le s  w h ich  d re w  th e ir  co u n ­
tries  in to  the  A fro -M a la g a sy  O rga n isa tion  w ere  
w e lco m e d  b y  th e  im p e ria lis t press.

The im p e ria lis ts  are g o in g  to  ex trem es to  
d is u n ite  th e  A fr ic a n  sta tes and to  sow  d is ­
c o rd  b e tw e e n  them . It is fo r  th is  reason  th a t 
th e y  in c ite d  a ca m p a ign  to  be  c o n d u c te d  by 
som e  m em bers o f th e  A fro -M a la g a s y  O rg a n i­
sation aga inst G hana. It is n o t acc iden ta l tha t
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in d e p e n d e n t G hana was chosen as ta rg e t in 
th is  p ro v o c a t iv e  m ove  b y  th e  n e o -c o lo n ia lis ts  
and th e ir  s tooges.

P re s id en t K w am e N krum ah o f G hana tim e  
and again  exposed  im p e ria lis t in te rfe re nce  in 
A fr ica n  affa irs, p a r tic u la r ly  in th e  C o n g o . Jn 
his speech to  th e  P a rlia m e n t o f G hana in M a y , 
1965, he u rg e d  s te p p in g  up o f su p p o rt to  the 
insu rg en t fo rces ; he co nd em ne d  Tshom be's 
p u p p e t re g im e  and  e xpo sed  his tie s  w ith  in ­
te rn a tio n a l im p e r ia lis t c irc le s . P re s id en t K w a ­
m e N krum ah 's  s ta te m e n t s e rv e d  th e  cause o f 
all se ek ing  to  a bo lish  co lo n ia lism  and n e o ­
co lo n ia lis m  in A fr ic a . That is w h y  th e  b u tch e r 
o f th e  C o n g o le se  p e o p le , Tshom be, has tened  
to  issue an "o f f ic ia l w a rn in g "  to  G hana. 
Tshom be d e c la re d  th a t he w o u ld  n o t "su ffe r 
any in te r fe re n c e "  in th e  a ffa irs  o f th e  C o n g o .

A p p a re n tly  th e  im p e ria lis ts  w e re  n o t satis­
f ie d  w ith  th re a ts  b e in g  issued b y  th e ir  p u p ­
pe t. The W e s te rn  press launched  a ca m p a ign  
o f s lan de r a ga in s t G hana. To "s u b s ta n tia te "  
th e ir  a ttacks on  Gfvana th e  b o u rg e o is  papers  
and p e r io d ica ls  reso rted  to  th e  m eanest m e­
thods . For instance, m any o f the  W e s t E uro ­
pean and A m e rica n  papers  c a rr ie d  snapshots 
o f a g ro u p  o f A frica n s  in fe tte rs . The c a p tio n  
c la im e d  th a t these  w e re  v ic tim s  o f g o v e rn ­
m en t te r ro r  in G hana, inm ates o f a G hana ian  

p rison .
H o w e v e r, th is  a tte m p t o f th e  W e s te rn  

press was soon e xpo sed  as a g ross lie . O ne  
o f th e  m en w h o  was in th e  p h o to  a p p e a re d  
b e fo re  the  jo u rn a lis ts  at a new s co n fe re n ce

54

in  A cc ra . It w as re v e a le d  th a t he, lik e  th e  
o th e r "p r is o n e rs ,"  was a c it iz e n  o f T og o la n d . 
The p h o to  w as ta ke n  a t a t im e  w h e n  he and 
his com rades w e re  re a lly  in p riso n , n o t in 
G hana, b u t in T o g o la n d , w h e re  P re s id e n t Syl- 
vanus O ly m p io  was in p o w e r.

The su bve rs ive  a c t iv ity  o f the  im p e ria lis ts  
in  A frica  arouses r ig h te o u s  w ra th  on th e  p a rt 
o f th e  p ro g re ss ive s  and the  dem ocra ts  w ho  
res is t it. M a n y  o f the  A fr ica n  p o lit ic a l leade rs  
tim e  and aga in  em phasised in th e ir  speeches 
th e  th e m e : success in th e  s tru g g le  fo r  th e  fu ll 
a b o lit io n  o f co lo n ia lism  and fo r  e con om ic  in ­
d e p e n d e n ce  o f a ll A fr ica n  states d e p e n d s  on 
h o w  soon  a ll-A fr ic a n  u n ity  is a ch ieve d  and 
ga ins s tren g th .

*  * *

U n ity  o f A frica  is b e in g  fo rg e d  in the  c ru c i­
b le  o f s trug g le . The A frica n  p e o p le s  have 
fr ie n d s — n o t o n ly  enem ies. A m o n g  th e ir  fr ie n d s  
are th e  S o v ie t U n io n  and the  o th e r so c ia lis t 
co u n trie s  w ho  h a ile d  the  b ir th  o f th e  O rg a n i­
sa tion  o f A fr ica n  U n ity  and its e ffo rts  to  u p ­
ro o t  c o lo n ia lis m  on th e  c o n tin e n t. Thanks to  
th e  c o u ra g e  d is p la y e d  b y  A fr ic a n  p a tr io ts , 
thanks to  the  su p p o rt re n d e re d  by  th e  s incere  
fr ie n d s  o f  A frica n  u n ity , th e  s p ir it  o f A d d is  
A b a b a  tr ium ph s  o v e r the  d a rk  fo rces  o f c o lo ­
n ia lism . E xpe rience  shows th a t firm  fr ie n d s h ip  
and c o o p e ra tio n  w ith  th e  so c ia lis t c o u n tr ie s  
is a re lia b le  g u a ra n te e  o f success in the  s tru g ­
g le  o f th e  A frica n  p e o p le s  fo r  a n ti- im p e r ia lis t
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u n ity . This idea  has been  a p tly  fo rm u la te d  by 
the  French jo u rn a l France N o u v e lle :

. . L o o k in g  back  at the  re ce n t past w e  
can say w ith o u t risk o f e rro r th a t any a tte m p t 
to  d iv id e  A frica  on the  basis o f im p e r ia lis t in ­
te res ts  w il l  be  fu t i le  in the  fin a l co un t. The 
A frica n  p e o p le s  v ig i la n t ly  s tand on g u a rd  fo r 
th e ir  n e w ly -w o n  in d e p e n d e n ce  and, ju s t like  
the  V ie tn a m e se  and Cubans, th e y  e n jo y  the  
s u p p o rt o f th e  p ro g ress ive s  o f the  w h o le  
w o r ld . "

H is to r ic a l even ts  have co n firm e d  th is  c o n ­
c lus ion . The subve rs ive  m anoeuvres o f th e  
n e o -c o lo n ia lis m  a im ed at b re a k in g  up A frica n  
u n ity  have  fa ile d . N a tio n a l s o lid a r ity  in n e w ly -  
l ib e ra te d  co un trie s  w h ich  have a d o p te d  so c ia ­
lis t paths o f d e v e lo p m e n t is g ro w in g  e ve r 
s tro n g e r. The A frica n  p e o p le s  f ig h t in g  aga inst 
c o lo n ia l o p p re ss io n  are sco rin g  e ve r n ew  suc­
cesses and it  is a n ti- im p e r ia lis t u n ity  on an in ­
te rn a tio n a l scale th a t co n s titu te s  the  fo u n d a ­
tio n  o f these successes.
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